


ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN 

Oiv 

The Maiden of the Mist 


SIR AYALTER SCOTT, Bart. 


\VJ\al * wiJi tlic aspintij^ blood vi Lancaettir 
UiiiR lu tlie ground ’! 

SilAKbSI'bAKl'.. 


EOlFElJi^Gir 

An AM ANiy‘Cti;AELES BLACK 
1863 




INTRODUCTION TO ANNE QF GEIRRSTEIN. 


'J'liis novol was wntten at a time wben circiynstances did not place within 
my reach the stores of a library tolerably rich in historical works, and 
ospooially tho memoirs of tho middle afi-es, amidst which I had been 
aciiiiHb'nned U> puniiio the composition of my fictitious narratives. In 
other words, it was .chiefly tho work of loisuro hours in Edinburgh, not of 
quiet mornings in the country. In consof^acmeo of trusting to a memory, 
strongly tonacious certainly, but not less capnoious in its efforts, 1 have to 
c(jrj1oss on tliis occasion more violations of accuracy in historical details, 
i.han can nerhapa be alleged against others of my novels. In truth, often 
jiH J havo^oen comidiniented on tho strength of my memory, I have 
life boon entitled to adopt old Beattio of Meikled ale’s answer to 
his p^u’itfh minister \s‘bon eulogisinjhim with respect to the Bamo faculty. 
Xo, Doctor,'* sold the bonoat border-laird, I have no command of my 
i<‘mury : it only retains what hnppens to lut my fancy, and like enough, 
i ii, if you wore to xu’t^ach to me for a fouplo of hours on end, I might be 
Uiialdo. at tho close of tho discourse €b remember one word of it.** Perhaps 
ilioro aro,fow' men who^ic ino^u>ry serves them ■'y it h eijual fidelity os to 
in.'Mty dill cron i c*las5;es of Hu)»jects ; but I am sony u> say that, while mine 
h.tis iMToly fiiilod mo as to any snatch of verse or trait of character that had 
oTi'sc inloi ostcd iny fancy, it has generally been a frail suppoi’t, not only Is 
to names, and dales,ffinrl other minute technical it tes of history, but as to 
joany more imxwtant things. ^ 

1 lio ])0 11*. s Rxxdogy will suthco for one mistake which ha* been’ pointed 
1 e to itM by tho doscendaid, of ono of tho x^ersons iutrt>dnced in this stoi y, 
'ujd who coinjjlains with reason that f hav'o itiado a i^oasant deputy of the 
Mneorttor of a dii^tingo’^Iiocyand noble family, none of whom ever declined 
rrom llio )iii.rh rank, to which, as as my pen trenched on it, 1 now beg 
h'jivo t-o r;i‘f=t‘irc tlicm. The name o!^h<r}»(?rsori wlio liguitts auS dex>uty of 
ore in fh'.sc wn Galways, ilrit*<^ns, as it is now, that of a patri- 

ii'!i housf‘. I am by tho s m^e correspondent of another alq^, 
j'ro]>{d‘ly of less ccinHcoueiico. Tho Emperor of ^he Jays my novel refers 
to, tooled) the reproSentativo of that Eiox ofd wl^o foil in the giaQat h^ittlo 
t'l Scmpnclq never set ux>atiy pretetjsioiis against tlie DSborties of tho gllhiut 
but« «n 11% contrary, I'witli iiniforin x>rudonco and forbear- 

ance kiudi of that nation ]ja* established tboii' index»endGnco, and ’vtf2b 
wise, as,woy-^is generous kindness, others who stil contirme<l ficknow? 
‘ lodge feaiTy to thodTiix>oriaI crown. EiTors tins poi't,'''ho we trivial, 
umgiit never, ii:*fiiy ox)?^iioTi, toJ;^ poitiilbd out to an .author, without meot- 
irig with a j^ualid ari<l respuetfia aoknowlodgiiyient. ^ 

With re|>\.ui t>o a genoral subject of gi*eat curiosi^ and’ interest, in 
■'‘yes fit'Jpast of all antiquarian students, ux'^di which I have to’/chod at 
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some len^Q^ in this I'larrai ivcr, I mean tho Ychmlc trilmnals of Vvosiphalia, 
an^me so awful in men’s oars rlurinj^: niaifiy ^gjoutuncs, and wliich, througli 
tho goains ot Goethe, has again been revivei^l in public fancy with a full 
share 5' its ancient terr<»rs, I am hound to state iny opinion, that a wliolly 
:ii^ew and most imi)ortant light has been ^rown upon this mattor since 
Anne of Geierstoin fn*st appeared, by the <^borato researehos of iny inge- 
nious frier d, Mr Francis I’algravc^'Imso ^Ji'odf-shoets, containing the pass- 
ages! allude to, have been Itindly forwarded to mo, and whose eor ploto 
woi'k will bo before tho public ere this Introduction can pass through tho 
press, - 

** In Germany, says tliis very Icnrnod writer, there existed a siugnlav 
jurisdiction, which claimed a dirtet acscetitfi'onCthe Pagan 'policy and mystic 
ritual of the earliest Tcvioiis. • 

We loom, from the historians of Saxotiy, that tlm ^Froy Feld gcricht/ 
or Free Field Court of Corboj'', was, in ragaii times, under the supremacy of 
tho Priests of tho Erosburgh, ,thc temple which contained tho Inninsule, oi- 
pillar of Irmin. After the conversion of the people tho ]>osses.sioiis of the 
temple were conferred by Jjouis tho Pious ux)on tho Abbey»which arose 
upon its site, Tho court was composed sixteen persons, who held tlicii* 
offices for life. The senior member presided as tho Gerofa or Graff ; tho 
junior performed the humble'' duties of ‘Fndmcr,* or summonor ; the re- 
maining fourteen acted as tho Echevins, and by tlxeni all judgments wore 
pronounced or declared. AVdieii aiij' one of these died, a new’ member was 
elected by the Priests, from amongst tho twenty-two sopls or ^miUos in- 
habiting the Gau or district, and w'ho ineliulcd all the hcreoitaiy occu- 
pants of tho soil. Afterwards, tlm solution w'as ma<lo by tho Monks, ^ ut 
always with the assent of tho OralT amf of tho ^ Frolmer/ 

“The seat of judgment, the King’s seat, or ‘Ki'>nigs-stuhl,’ was always 
established on tho greensward ; and w’e collect from the context that the 
tribunal was also raised or appoinb I in tho common fields of tho Gau, f»u* 
the purpose of deciding dispute.* lolnhng to tho land within its precinct. 
Such a * King’s scat’ wes i\ plot sixteen fcfii in Iciigth, and .sixh?en feet in 
breadth; and when the groninl wa.s first consecratoil, tho Frohiier »lug a 
grave in the centre, into wliieli each of the Free Echevins throw a hnnclful 
of ashes, a coal, ami a tile. If any do\ibt nvo.'^c whether a place of judgniont 
had boon duly hallow od, tho Judges sought f<n* the likens. If they were 
not found, then all the judgiuertt^ whicli been given became null and 
vovl, w as also o{ the very essence of the Co\u t, that it shoxild bo lield 
boneatli the sky, and by the Hgbt of the sun. All the ancient Teutoiue 
judicial assemblies wcj e held in tho open air ; but some relic.s of solar 
worship may, perhaps, be traced in tho usag-o jftad*in tho langrmgo of ibis 
tribunal. The forms adopted in tlic Free Field t.’uurt also bctr.iy.a singular 
affinity to tho doctrines of the liritif j Bards r^'spi:;ctiii" their Gprseddiiu, 
or Conventions, wliich were neld in the open air, in tho eye of ihu 

light, and in face of the sun.*^ . • *4 * 

When a criminal w’as t<:» be judged, or a cause decided, the Graff 
and the .Free Echevins asscnihjcd arouml tlwj ‘ ivtinig sfciibl ; ' ami tho 
*Fro? ner,' having p* jcliumcd silence, onenetl the proceoJlings by reciting 
the following rhymes : — 

“ Sir Graff, w’tb permissioil^ 

I l»eff you to 8u> , 

According to law, and witliout dcloy, 

, 1 Owen PuglPsdBlegies^f Lewfhcii Uep, Pref., p. 46.— Tlic place rf luese meetings 
set apart by fonninj^a of stones ifund the Macn GoJ uedd, or Slone of the 
uoiaedd. I 
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If I, 3 'our Knave, 

Who judgment crave, 

Willi your good grace. 

Upon the King’s seat this seat may place, 

'‘To tin i address Uio Graff replied : — 

“ Willie the Bun shines with even light 
Upon M:i 8 lcvs and Kiitwos, 1 shaU declare 
Thu law of migtit, according to nglit. 

IMace the King's seat true and smiarc. 

Let even men<iure» forjnstico* saKo, 

Be given in sight of Gid and man. 

That the plaintiff liia complaint may rnalcc, 

‘ And the defendant answer, — he can. 

“Ill confonuity to this pomiission, the ‘Ki'ohncr' placed the scat of 
judgment in the middle of the jiloi, ai^UtUcn he spake for the second 
time : — 

“ Sir Graff, Master Lrave, 

1 remind y^ou o^your honour, here, 

And moreover that T am your Knave ; 

Tell me, therefore, for law sincere. 

If these mete-wands are even Aid sure, 
lit for the rich and fit for the ]»oor. 

Both to measure land and condition ; 

Tell me as you would eschew perdition. 

And fio «;poaking, ho laid ibo mote- wand on tho ground. The Graff then 
lie-:' 111 to try tho measure, by placTng Ins light foot ngainst tho wand, and 
ho Was h.llowod by tho other r^*oo Kchevins in rank and order, according 
1 o siuiiority. The Icngtli of tho inoto-wan<l being thn.i proved, the J'VolinoV 
SM.vko for the third time 

** Sir Graff, T rtik by iierriiission, 

Jf 1 with your luete-waud may niclc 
flpoiily, and wiiliout dLspleasure, 

Here tlie Kings free judgment-scat. 

“And Ihc Graff ft plied ; — 

‘ I permit riuht, 

And 1 forbid wrong. 

Under the pains and ponaltn 
Tlui»f tovic old known laws belong. 

“NovAvas the lime of incasurfiiiA ihc mystic ph>i ; it was moasnrod by 
iiie Tuoto-wand rdv>ui^ .and Athwart, tho diinousions were found to 

ho triif\ 1h^^ (IraiP phuj^d hiim.olf in tho scat of jnd;vmciji, and fjfavG tho 
c]iaij 4 *c tn tho assemblod Kivo Kclicvin.s, ivarnhur them to in'unouneo jud^j- 
inoift, according’ to jTifnt ^nd justice. 

‘ On this day, witir 4 ;wir.nion cansont, 

And undtr ihe clear firmament, 

A fn e flehl cotiil Is establiaked here 
1 11 ^bo open of day ; 

Kidcr soberly, ye who inaw'. 

^i'ho seat ii«5l(8 phic^ is piglit. 

Tile nictAivand is foiincMobe right ; 

Dechire your Jiidgnientswitlumt|^ol:iy 
And let the <fboni bo triilyAdvcn, 

WUUbt yet tile sun shines bright in hcaveUv • 
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** JadgKMnt WftS jfivcn by*4lie Free Fchevins according f to plurality of 
.vftees.’* 

. Aiteij^bservinff that tlie author of Anne of Geierstein had, by what he calls 
a ** veny excusable poetical li cense,’' transferred something of those judicial 
xlk;ipnes from the Free Field Court of the Abbey of Corbey, to the Free Vchmic 
Tribunals of Westphalia, Mr Palgrave proceeds to correct many vulgar errors, 
in 'which the novel he remaiks on no doubt had shared, with respect to the 
actual constitution of those last named Courts. The protocols of theil* pro- 
ceedings,” he says, “ do not altogether realise the popular idea of their terrors 
and tyranny.” may bo allowed to me to question whether the more pro- 
tocols of such tribunals are quite enou|fh to annul all the import of tradition 
respecting them; but in the following details there is no doubt much that will 
instruct the antiquarian, as vrell as amiiae the popular reader, 

** Tho Court,” says Mr Palgrave, “ was^hela with known and not.ivious 
publicity beneath the ‘eye of light;* and the sentences, though s])«*ctiy and 
severe, W'erc founded upon a re^uj^r system of establisbed jurisjiru deuce, not 
SO strange, even to Fngland, as it may at first sight appear. 

“Westphalia, according to Us ancient cvmstitution, was divided into dis- 
tricts, called ^ Freygralfschiifttoii, ’ each of'\\diich usually contained one, and 
Bometlrncs many, Vohuilc trihimuls, whose boundaries were accurately dontu-d. 
The right of the ' StuhlheiT,\nr Lord, -wa^s of a feudal nature, and could be 
transferred by the ordinary modes of alienation ; and if the Lord did not choose 
to act in his own person, he nominated a * Freigraft*,' to execute the (dlice in 
his stead. The Court itself was composed of ‘ Freyscdibppfnn,* Gicabini, or 
Echev ins, nominated by the Graff, and who wore divided into t\vo clas. o.-; ; 
the ordinary, and the * Wis&endeu ’ or * Witan,' who were admitted uiuler a 
strict and singular bond of secresy. 

The initiation of these^ the participators in all the mysteries of the iril unal, 
could only take place upon the ‘ red fpTth,' or within the limits of the auriout 
Duchy of Westphalia. Bareheaded n!i.ld^ngirt, the camlidsite is coiidiictod h(*- 
foro the dread tribunal. Me is interrogated fo his qualifications, orr!al','.u‘ 
as to the ahience of any di>qii«IificatioiK Me must bo freo-boni/a Teuton, 
and clear of any accusation cognisable by the tribunal of which he is to becc^-e 
a member. — If the answer,*! avo satisfactory, he then takes the oath, swcai iug 
by the H 0 I 3 " Law, that he v*'ill concenl the secrets of Holy Vtlunc iViUu 
wife iind child— from father and m«ithcr — from sister and In’othcr — fVfuii lire 
and water; — from ever}* creature up<)^i vhicb tlfo sun shines, or upon which tico 
rai£ falls—from every being between earth aiid heaven. c 

“ Another clause relates to Ids active duties. He further swears, that 1u; 
will “say forth’ to the tiilnmat all crimes or offcttcc* Avhith fall bcneadi thf' 
secret ban of the Kmperor, which he knows to bo true, or which he has Iseiu d- 
from trustworthy repeat : and that he wilLhot forbear to <!o so, for Jove nor fur 
loathing, for gold nor for silver nor ^>rcJ'fGus fctonvb^— -This oath being imposed 
upon him, the new hVeischbpff was then in)brut>tod#\vith«the secieLs <if the 
Vehmic tribunal. He received iho pii-tsword, by wTflrli he was to know hi.-' 
fellows, and the grip or sign by which they iecogi^.se^%ach other in siUuce; 
and h^, was* vrarned of ^ he terrible punisl!inent awaiting the poijiirtd biotlier. 
•—If he discloses the secrets of the Goui*^^lo is lo t xjiect tb?.j he *: ”*1 be r-iid-* 
de^**': seized b}* ihc ininisters of vengeance, ^IJis a-o l)')Ui'(I, !u' is 

down on the stdl, his toiif*,uo i.s f’U^ tbiuogh the bm k of ii*. lu i-k - 'ir.d 

he is then {“o be La!igcd'‘'cevi.'i^ iiuic.'! hig]ji*r lh;*ij any otb<‘.' Aod 

W'hethci restrained by iho fear of ppjdshni. *!t or by \hi: srv('> '^or rle.s of niy- 
3 teiy, no instance was ever kuow^’ of any violation of tiie ^ocrct^^of iLo tri- 
bunal. “ ' * 

^^Thus coniiocicd by an iu'f'sible bond, the member^', of the ‘ Holy yclpno ’ 
became extremely numerous. In the fourteenth century Llio I'ssguh'coh! 



INTRODUOTTON TO ANNE OF OEIBRSTBIN. vii, 

upwards of oii4 hiyidred thousand mombers. l^ersona. of every rank sought^ 
be associated to this powerful community^ and to participate in the 
which the brethren possessed. Princes were eager to allow their mim^ters to 
become the membei’s of this mysterious and holy alliance ; and the cities of 
the Empire were equally anxious to enrol their magistrates in the Vchmic 
union. 

The supreme government of the Vehmic tribunals was vested ft the peat 
or general Chapter, composed of the Freegraves and all flie other initiated 
members, high and low. Over this assembly the Emperor might preside in 
person, but more usually by his deputy, the Stadifliolder of 4he ancient Duchy 
of Westphalia, an oihee which, after 4he fall of Henry the Lion, Duke, of 
Brunswick, was annexed to the Archbishopric of Cologne. 

Before the general Chapter all the members were liable to account for 
their acts. And it appears thaifthe ‘Freegraves’ reported the j^roceedings 
which had taken place within their jurisdictions in the courso of the year. Un- 
worthy members were expelled, or sustained # severer punishment. Statutes, 
or * Reformations,’ as they were called, were here enacted for the regulation of 
the Courts^ and the amendment of any abuses; and new and unforeseen cases, 
for which Uie existing laws did not pi'ovide a remedy, received their deteimina- 
tiou in the Vehmic Parliament. 

“ As the Echevins were of two classes, uftnitiated and initiated, so iLo 
Vehmic Courts had also a twofold character ; the ‘Offenbai-e Ding’ was an 
Dpeu Cou^ or Folkmoot; but the ‘ Heuniiche Acht ’ was the far-famed Secret 
Tribunal. ^ 

“ llio (irst -was held three times in each year.' According to the ancient 
Teutonic usage, it usually assemblecPon Tuesday, anciently called, ‘ Dingstag,’ 
or court-day, as well as ‘ Dionstag,* or serving-day, the first open or working- 
day after the two great weekly festivals of 8un-day and Moon- day. Here all 
the householders of the district, whether free or bond, attcncUd as suitori*. 
The ‘ OlTcnbaro Diiigf ’ exercised a civil jurisdiction; and in this I'V/lkmoot ap- 
peared any complainant or apqi>ellant who sought to obtain the aid of the 
Vehmic tribunal in those cases when it did not possess that summary jurisdic- 

Iruni which it has obtained such fearful celebrity. Heto 'also thf suitois 
or the cU^tl’jct made }>re8entment8 or ‘ wroge,’ as they are tanned, of ifiiy 
offences cominitted vijtbjn their knowledge, and which were to be punished by 
tiie (.rraff and Fichevins, ^ , 

“The niminal jurisdiction of the Vehmic Tribunal took tbo \vide;>t 
T^e ‘ Vebme’ could ])unish mere slander and contumely. Any violaticm of 
the 'I'en Uommaudinente was to be restrained by the Echevins. Secret crimes, not 
to be proved by th%ordflia^^ testimony of witnesses, such as magic, witchcraft, 
*apd poiho^j, w^ere particularly to bo Restrained by theWehmic Judges; and they 
sometimes designated heir^uvisdictic^j. as comprehending every offence against 
the honour of man or tbo precepts of religion. Such a definition, if definition 
it can be culled, ev1dou|Ji9r allowed them to bring every action of which an in- 
div^ual might conip^n within the scope of their tribunals. The forcible 
usurpation of land became* an offence against the ‘Vclmie,’ Andjf the pro- 
perty of an bumble individual was "occupied by the f>roud Burgherseof the 
*^an.se, tlft^jowd^ of tlio Dofeudantln^migbt afford a reasonable excuse for the 
inter'fen'iico of the Vchmi# power. ^ 

“ Xhvi ERffjviiis, as CVuiftu’vators o4the Ban of tljfe Empire, were hound to 
make coiff-.tatit circuits within their districts, hy«niglit and b 3 ^ilay. H tbey.couid 
apprehend a thWf*a inAdprcr, cR^he per^ketrator of any other heinous crime in 
povsession *^f the ‘maimuir," or lu the very ffeh — or if his ow^ mouth 
the deed, tSusy hung him ujion the mett tree. But to reflider this execution v 
^ihe iol^^ving requi -sites were lucessary: FresliPsuit, or the appreheiisiou'aiMi 
I'Xrcuti’on* of offender before daybreak ov nightfall; the visible i ».f* 
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ertxkie ; and, lastly^ that three Echevlns, at leasts aliould seiee the oiTender, 
against hiin,*autl judge of the recent deed, 
if; yithout any certain accuser, and 'without the indication of crime, an 
indiTidiiai was strongly and velicmently suspected ; or "when ^ho nature of tlie 
o^nce was such as tlmt its proof could only rest upon opinion and presumption, 
the oflaoder then became subject to what the Gorman jurists term the incjui/ii' 
torial procesding ; it became the duty of the Kchevin to denounce the * IjOU- 
luund,^ or mftnifeSi. evil fame, to the secret tribunal. If tlte Echevins and the 
Freygraff were satisfied with the presentment, either from their own knowledgo 
or froi]m the inform<?tiaii of th«lir compeer, the offender was said to be ‘ verfhmbr ; ' 
^his life was forfeited ; and whereverche was found by the brethren of the tri- 
bunal, they executed him without the slightest delay or mercy. An offender 
who ha<l escaped from the Echevins was liable to the same punishment ; and 
such also was the doom of the party, who, after ha'ving been summoned pursu- 
ant to an appeal preferred in open court, made default in appearing. But one 
of the * Wissenden ’ was in no respect liable to the summary process, or to the 
inquisitorial proceeding, unless he had revealed tho secrets of the Court. He 
was presumed to be a true man ; and if accused upon vehement suspicion, or 

* Loumund,' the same ])rGsumption or evil T<^ute, which was fatal to tho unin- 
itiated, might be entirely rebutted ]>y the compurgatory oath of the free Kchevin. 
If a party, accused by appeal, di^ not shun investigation, he appeared in tho open 
court, and defended himself according to the ordinary rules of law. If ho ab- 
sconded, or if the evidence or presumptions weie against him, the accusation 
tlien came before tho .Judges of the Secret Court, -wdio pronounced'itho doom. 
The accusatorial process, as it was termed, was also, in many cases, brought in 
the first instance before the ‘ Heimlicho Ar^ht.' Proceeding upon the examina- 
tion of witnesses, it possessed no peculiar character, and its forms were those 
of the ordinary courts of justice. It was only in this manner that one of tho 

* Wissenden,’ or Witan, could be ti-ic^. ; and the privilege of being exempted 
from the summary process, or from thc^ifects of the ^ l.cmnund,’ appears to liavo 
been one of the reasons which induced so mau;}f of those who did not tread the 
*re<l earth ’ to seek to be included in tbo Vehmic bond. 

** There was no mystery in the assembly of the Heimliche Acht. Under 
oak, or under the lime-tree, the Judges assembled in broad daylight, and beiWo 
the eye of heaven ; but the tribunal derived its name fron^ho precautions which 
were taken, for the purpose of preventing any disclosure of'its proceedings w'hicli 
might enable the offender to escape life vengeance of the V ebme. Hence, the fear- 
ful d^ath of secresy which bound the Echevins. And if any stranger vras foul'd 
present in the Court, the unlucky intruder instantly forfeited his life as a punish- 
ment of his temerity. If the presentment or denuziciation did chance to become 
known to the offender, law allow'cd him a right of ajiptul. But tho per-, 
mission was of very little utility, it wasa p^iofitless boon, for tbe VebcSic Judges 
always laboured to conceal the judgtponv irom the hapless criminal, wlio seldom 
was aware of his sentence until his neck was encircle^ by tl)e halter. 

** Cbarlemagnc, according to the traditions of Westpnalin, was the founder of 
the Vehmic tribunal ; and*it was supposed that he instated the Couit fo# the 
purpose of''coercing tly? Saxons, over ready to relapse into #110 idolatry from 
which they had been reclaimed, not by ^persuasion, but byiiie s'^qfd. This 
opi^Jon, however is not confirmed either by documentary evidence or by con- 
temporary historians. A|^d if w'eHjxami^ the* procj^edings of then Vehmic tri- 
bunal, we sl^ill sea>that ih piinciple it differs in no cs^aontiai charidfbr from 
tbe summary jurisdiction exercised pi the fipwn ships find Iw^reds of Anglo- 
&XOU England. Amongst us, tj e thief orHlic robber was equally liable to 
Rtunmary punishbicnt, i^*' appreffcxide<1 by tlte men of the towtfeb^ ; and tho 
t’imo rule® disqualified them feom proeecdfng to iiiuimary execution. An Kug- 
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liali outlaw was fxactly in tho situation of him w&o had c^ap(*d from the ban^ 
of t)ic Kchevins, or w'ho Lad failed to appear boforo the Vchmic Court : he waa 
condemned unhWrd, nor was he confronted with his accusers. The 
torial proceedings, as they avo termed hy the German juri»tSy are identical with 
our ancient pvesentmouts. Presumptions are substituted for proofs, and general 
opinion holds the place of a responsible accusor. lie who was untrue to all the 
people iu the Saxon age, or liable to the malecrcdonce of the inquests a subse- 
quent ^ericnl, was scarcely moi'e fortunate tliau he who was branded as * Leit- 
iimnd ’ by the Vehmic law. 

*‘In cases of open delict and of outlawry, there twls substanjially no difference 
whatever between the English and tlic Vehmic proceedings. But in the in- 
quisitorial process, the delinquent was allowed, according to our older code, to 
iiin the risk of the ordeal, lie was accused by or before the Hundred, or the 
Thanes of the Wapentake ; and hi* oyn oath cleared him, if a true man ; but 
lie ‘ bore tbe iron ’ if unable to avail himself of the credit derived from a good 
and fair reputation. The same course may lia^ve been originally adopted iu 
Wesphalia; for the ' Wissend,' when accused, colild exculpate himself hy his 
compurgatory oath, being presumed to he of good fame ; and it is therefore 
probable that an uninitiated offcndlir, standing a stage lower in character and 
credibility, was allowed the last resort of the ordeal. But when the* Judgment 
of God ’ was abolished by the decrees of tbe Cbuifth, it did not occur to the Veh- 
mic Judges to put the offender upon his second trial by the visne, which now 
forms the distinguishing chamcteriatic of tho English law, and he was at once 
considered is condemned. The Ilelmliche Acht is a presentment not travers- 
able by the offender. 

7V/ti Vfi/imic TnVjtiJials can owfyjc conahla'Cd as the orvti^^al Jurisiiicilon& 
of the * Old which survived the sahjwfatitm of their couiilry. The 

fhufkdar and 'viystic forms of initiaMoTiy the system. <{f en irfmatical plrasrs^ the 
nseqf the signs rmd syniMs of recotpiit^on, moy in'ooohttf be ascribed to the 
period when the trhtde system teas iffiittgl St) the worship of ike Deities of I V«- 
gcance, and when the sintenve was promu((fatcd by the Doommien, ass^mbhA, 
llhe iJie Ast^yf old, before the (dSirs of Thor or Wodrsi, Of this connection 

/ widi ancient pagan policy, so clearly to be traced in tlie Icelansiic Courts, the 
Kn^ish territorial jurisdictions offer some very faint ve^tiges ; but the mysfery 
■ had long been dispersed^ and the whole system passed into tbe ordinary machin- 
ery of the law. ’ 

“ As to the Vehmic TrLlmnalsf it is acknowledged, that in a truly barbarous 
age^nd country, their proceedings, however violent, were not without utility. 
'J'beir severe and secret vengeance often deterred the rapacity of the iiobl’c robber, 
and protected tbe humble extent, and even the abuse, of their 

authority was in some measure Justiiiod iu an Empire divided into numerous 
inclependcxi*» jurisdictions, and not su%jectcd to any paramount tribunal, able to 
administer impartial justice tbe oppressed. But as the times improved, the 
A^climic tribunals de^neraled. The Echevins, chosen from the inferior ranks, 
^did not possess any pcrsiJIial consideration. Opposed by tho opulent cities of 
llunse, and objects the, suspicion and the enmity of the powerful aristo- 
<Vacy, tlie tribunal of some districts were abolished by^ aw, and o?liei’i took 
form of ordiujfy territorial jurisdictions ; the greater number fell info 
dest^etmle. i ct, as late as the middle of the eighteenth century, a few VcJ;^ 3 |jic 
tribunals exi^-gd in name, tjoughj as it may^te ensi^' supposed, without pos- 
,£;e.ssing arfy^emiiant of their jmstinc ‘|)Owcr.’* — P alOhave eoxi ihlf IU sc ai\d 
(Progress of the E^fjfsh (^immomveqJth, l^oofsand Hlvst rations, p, 

’ I have marked uy italic IcUtrs tke most nhgprtant passage of the above quo- < 
tation. The View it contains seems to me to bii^e everyipippearftnce of tnitb and 
jiisit^ce— ryiitr il fcuch tln>iild, on inaturJr iuvebtigat'^ii, turn out to be the fact^jitT 
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S iiVj0«ttaittl7 confer &o smftll honour on an ISngtlBh ftcholar to#iave discovered 
Blm to a had long exercised jn y ain the laborious and pro- 
found ^i^udents of antiquity, 

Tliere are;;V>^babl7>3everal other points oiff^bt^ i ought to have embraced 
&ii opportoiiity o/'lehlarging ; but the necessity of preparing for an excursion 
in quest of hoalth and strongth, tmit have been for some 
me cut short ni^ address upon the present occasion, 
never been in Switzerland, and numerous mistakes nfUst of 
co«™'liave "occurred in my attempts to describe the local scene^ of that roman- 
tic region, 4 musbnot oonclfide without a statement highly gratifying to myself, 
that the work met with a reception 0f more than usual eoixluility among the 
descendants of the Alpine heroes whose manners 1 had ventured to treat of ; and 
I have in particular to express my thanks to the several Swiss gentlemen who 
have, since the novol was published, enri^ed my little collection of ai-nionr 
with specimens of the huge weapon that sheared the lances of the Austrian chi- 
valry at Seni])ach, and Tvas employed with equal i^uccess on the bloody days of 
Gronson and Alorat. Of the'ancient double-handed e&^patCons of the Switzer, I 
have, iu this way, received, I think not loss than six in excellent preservation, 
from as many different individuals, who thifls testified their genera! approbation 
of these pages. Tliey are not the less interesting, that gigantic swordt, of nearly 
the same ])att6rn and dimensions, were employed in their conflicts with the 
bold knights and men-at-arms of England, by Wallace, and the sturdy foot-sol* 
diers who, under his guidance, laid the foundations of Scottish indmiendonce. 

The reader wlio wishes to examine with attention the historical fronts of the 
period which the novel embraces, will find amplo means of doing so, iu the 
valuable works of Zschokke and M. de.Bftra&te — which last author ''s account of 
the iiukes of Burgundy is among the most valuable of recent accessions of 
European literature — and in the new Parisian edition of Froissart, which ha.'j 
not as yet attracted much atleutio% in this country as it w'dl deserves to do. 

W, H. 


ABi^oreFoilb, S^pt, 17, 1831. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The misU boil up around tlio Klaoiers ; clouds 
HlhO ciiFling fast baiieatt(%uo» white and sulpburouSj 
hike foani from the roused ocean. . . . 

i uLQ giddy. 

MarJ'i'eJ. 

The course of four centuries has elapsed sinecs the series 

of events which are related in the following- chapters took ]dace on 
the Continent. Tiie records which contained tlie outlines of tlie 
liisfory, apd might be referred to as proof of its veracit;!i;, were long 
prcserv4*d in the libraiy of the Monastery of 8aint Call, but 

iierished, Aviili many of tlie literary treasures uf'tliat e.stablislimeijt, 
when the convent was plundered by the French revolutionary annijs. 
Tht^ events are fixed, by historical date, to the middle of thchfref.ntli 
century — ihat important ^period, when chivalry still shone with a 
setting ray, soon about to^e totally obscured ; m some countries, by 
the establwhraent of free institutions, in others, by ihat of arbitrary 
power, wbicli alike iviulc-vd useieaiB the interference of those seif' 
endowed redressers of Yroiig',% whose only warrant of authority wan 
tlie sword. 

^ Aufld tlie geiicral^Wght which had recently shone upon Jiiuy>pej, 
France, BnrgunOv, iind Italy, but more especially ^Austria, bad teen 
acq^^.^rdetf witli the character of a people, of wlm-c very 
uvh'itcnce th«, y Inol befor>? been soarcoly..conscions. It \< Inn , 

Jhe inhnlii^iihlft of Jiosc ct'UUTries which lie in tire vicinity of Alps,’ 
^liat imun-nso lut»l^»‘r,jft'ere nut ignorant, that noluiihstutulttig tbeil- 
rugged and des^dati^. ai)j)earai,rt;e, the^'sijf’iuded v;»lleys which winded 
iimong ihosf; gigantic mountain^ nounsfAd a i^ico oP» hunters and. 
s]j(‘|>iKTds* men who, living' iu a state of i^imcval simplicity, com.''* 
lK:lJed*fi^i1ri.thc>rjoil a subsistence gained by severe labour, folloV<vl - 
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£he over tihfe most S’avAgfo precipices and thronrli Uio darkest 
or drove their cattle to spots whicli alhn-ded tliem a 
Bcantjp'"paiStura^e» even in the vicinage^ of Vernal snows. But the 
iie;swt^n of sucli a people, or rather of a nninber of small commun- 
wes who followed noany the same poor and hardy course of life, 
1^ seemed to the rich and powerful princes in the nei^hbourlumd a 
meiter. oj as ^ittie consequence, as it is to the stately herds-whieh 
repose in a fertile meadow, that a few half-starred goats fina thek* 
ecanty food among the jrocks which overlook their ridi domain. 

But wonder* and attention began to be attracted towards these 
mountaineers, about the middle of the fourteenth century, when 
reports were spread abroad of severe contests^ in which the German 
chivalry, endeavouring to suppress iissun^ections among their Alpine 
vassals, had sustainea repeated and bloody defeats, although having 
on their side numbers and^discipline, and the advantage of the most 
perfect military equipment tlien known and confided in. Great was 
the wonder that .cavalry, which maejp the only efficient part of the 
feudal armies of these ages, should be routed by men on foot; that 
warriors sheathed in complete steel should be overpowered by naked 
peasants who wore no delensive armour, and were irregularly’pro- 
vided with pikes, halberts^ and clubs, for the purpose of attack; 
above all, it seemed a species of miracle, that knights ahd nobles of 
the highest birth should be defeated by mountaineers and shepherds. 
But the repeated victories of the Srsriss at Laupen, Sempach, and on 
other less distinguished occasions, plainly intimated that a new prin- 
ciple of civil organisation, as well ns of military movements, had 
arisen amid the stormv regiouE^of Helvetia* 

Still, although the decisive victories which obtained liberty for the 
Swiss Cantons, as well as the spirit resolution and Avisctoni ^yith 
wliicJi the members of the little confederation had maintained them- 
selves a<jainst the utmost exertions of Austria, had spread their fame 
abroad Ihrougli all the neighbouring countries ; and although they 
tlicmselvcs were conscious of the character aiuf actual power wliicii 
repeated victories had acqiiiVed for themselves and their country, 
yet down to the middle of tbe fifteenth century, and at a latoi- date, 
the Swiss retained in n great measure the wisdom, moderation, and 
simplicity of their ancient manners; Bo%iitclu«o, that lliose ^Yho 
were intrusted wiLli the eomfuand^f the troops of the I^^liublic in 
battle were wont to resume the shc])he|;d's staff when they laid 
doAvn the truncheon, and, like the Homan dictaton;s, to retire to com- 
plete equality with their fellow-citizefls, froiTll* the eminence of mili- 
lary command to which their talents aiuHlup^all of their cos-intry 
had^'rai^ed them. 

It is, then, in the Forest Cantons of Switzerhvnd^n tl^;,aulunm ff 
1^, while these districts were in the.rude^nd sim]>lc stale \VeliTivc 
described, that our tCilc opefis. 


Two Ivavollors, Sno considerably' past iho ]>riinc of lif(^ ijie ortior 
pnibnidy two or thrcc-rfiul-twenty years old, had passed llif^-nff'ht «f 
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the little town «)f Ijncerne, the capital of tlft Swiss^tate of tlio bama 
name, and beautifully situated, on the lake of tlie Pour Cantons? 
Their dress aud character seemed those of merchants of a lijgher 
class, aud while they themselves journeyed on foot, the t^aracter pf 
the country renderiug that by far the most easy mode of pursuing 
their route, a young peasant lad, from the Italian side of tlie Alps, 
folloWipd them with a sumptcr mule, laden apparently men*a 
wares aud baggage, which he sometimes mounted but more frequent- 
ly led by the bridle. * 

The travellers were uncommonl}siiue-looking men, and seemed 
’Connected by some very near relationship, — probably that of father 
and son ; for at the little inn where they lodged on the preceding 
evening, the great deference aftd respect paid hy the younger to the 
cider had not escaped the observation of the natives, who, Tike other 
sequestered beings, were curious in proportion to the limited means 
of information wliich they possessed. They observed also, that the 
merchants, under pretence of Ij^ste, declined opening their bales, or 
proposing traffic to the inliabitants of Lucerne, allerfng in excuse 
lihat they had no commodities fitted foi* the^arket. The females of 
the tow^ were the more displeased with the reserve of the mercantile 
Iravellets, because they ivere given to understand, that it was occa- 
sioned by Ihe wares in which tliey dealt being too costly to find cus- 
tomers among the Helvetian mountains ; for it had transpired, by 
means of their attendant, that th# strangerfi bad visited Venice, and 
had there made many purchases of rim cMomodities, which were 
^brought from India arut Egypt to that celebrated emporium, as to 
the common mart of the Western ^f^rld, and thence dispersed into 
all quarters of Europe. Now thC Swiss maidens had of late made 
tlie discovery that gauds and gems w'cre fair to look upon, and though 
wiiliout the hope of being able to possess themselves of such orna- 
ments, tliey felt a natural desire to review’ aud handle the rich stored 
of the merchants, and some displeasure at being prevented froni 
doing so. • 

It was also observed that, though the strangers w'ere sufficieiijly 
comteous in their demeanour, they did not evince that studious 
fluxiety to please, displayed by the travelling pedlars or merchants ol 
Lombardy or Savoy, by #honi the iufiabitants of the mountains w^ere 
o'ccasiomijly visited ; aud who hail been more frequent in their rounds 
of late years, since the pt>^»ils of victory had invested the Swiss witli 
some wealtli, and }md taught many of them new wants. Those i>eri 
patetic traders w'cro f?!\'il and assiduous, as their calling required : 
but tfic new' visitorson^emed men who w'erc indifferent to traffic, oi 
at least to snchosleiidcr gWns as could be gathered in SwitzSrland. 
%^^unositat.w'as further excited by the circumstance, that they spoke 
to e ach oilier in a langjiage .which was certainly neither Gcriggn 
TfSiiaii, ;iiof>S'rench, buttfroin an old maH, serving in the mo- 

2^ret, whoSiad once been as far as Paris, supposed the^migHK be Eng 
lish ; a peoplc*l#f wlidin it wqp only k^iown^ in these mouutaiuB, Bia 
they were fierce insular race, at walr with tlie^ Frqpch for manj 
years, qnd a large body of whom had long sined* invaded the Fores 
l^antonjhi and spstaine^l such a defeat in thc^Valley of Russwyl, us 
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Avell mnolwberod'by the iyroy-haired raon of Jiiiccrnof'Wlio i*ccc»ivod 
wie tale from their iViilierH. 

lad who Attended tlio sirang'crs was Boon ascertained to l>e a 
youth from <he Grison country, who acted m their guide, so far ns his 
knowled^yro of the mountnins permitted. He said tiiey doeijorned (o go 
to BAJe, Diit seemed desirous to travel by ciroiiitons and unfrequented 
routes. **4^® <li*^oumstancc8 just mentioned increased the cfcne^nl de- 
sire to know more of the travellers add of their morchandlso. Not n 
bale, however, wasunpapked,and the merchants, leaving Lucerne next 
moruin^, resuihed their toilsomc^ourney, preferring n ctreuitons roidc 
and bad roads, throup:h the peaceful cantons of Switzerland, to en- 
conntering^tbcexactionsand rapine of the robber chivalry of Germany, 
who, like BO many soverei^s, made ^war each at his own pleasure, 
and levied tolls and taxes on everr one who passed their domains of 
a mile’s breadth, with all tfcc insofenoe of petty tyrainiy. 

For several hours after leaving Lucerne, the journey of onr tra- 
vellerH was snccesafully prosecuted. ^ The roa<l, though precipitous 
and difficult, was rendered interesting by those splendid plienoinena, 
which no country oxhibite in a more astonishing manner, than the 
mountains of Switzerland, where the rocky pass, ilie verdant valley, 
the broad lake, and the rushing torrent, the atlrihutc^ of other hilJs 
as well as tlicse, are interspersed with the magniiicent aiftl yet fear- 
ful liorrors of the glaciers^ a foatnre peculiar to themselveH. 

It was not an ngein which the beiutics or grandeur of a landhcnpo 
made much impression either on the minds of those who travelled 
Ihrongb tlie country, or who resided in it. T<» the latter, tin' objects 
howeu*r dignified, were fiuni)ist 9 :,and associated with daily liabits and 
with daily toil ; and the funner ‘4avl,por!iaps, more terror than hc^anty 
in the wild region through which tbeyqiashcd, and were ratlnn- stdi- 
citons to get ^afe to their night’s quarter^;, than to connnent on the 
grandeur of the seenes which lay between them and their |>laee of 
re^t. Yet onr merchants, they proceeded oiutlu*ir journey, could 
not help being sfrom»Iy ilJ^)ros^cd by the character of the ?>e(*iiery 
aiii^miul theni. Their road Jay along the side of the lake, at limes 
level and close on its very margin, at times rising to a great higlvon 
the side of the mountain, and winding along the ^eri>e id’jireei pices 
which sunk down to the w^ater as hliaij) avid ^heer as the wall of a, 
castle descending upon the ditch w^jljich defends it. At other tunes 
jt travtTsed t^pofs of a milder character,-^ delightful gieeii slopes, 
and lowly retired valleys, atlbrding both n.istiirage ^nd arable ground, 
soineiiin'es watered by small stre.tms, <ldiich w4ndod by th(» hainh^t of 
woo<icn huts wdth their fantastic little cburoiir and steeple, mtan- 
der^ round tlie <^’chard and tiny iiioimti of v ines, and, iiiuruiuuna; 
gently as they flowed, found a quiet, passage into tl#' la}y« 

^,Tbat stream, Arthur,” said the elder tr^velhu-, as with on'o con- 
sent they stopped to (gaze on suck a scene as 1 have dc«iW'ilu»d, 
sembles vJie liib of a good and a liappy ninn ” 

“ And the brook, which hurtles itsey lieadlJJng ddsvn yon distant* 
hill, markingrits course byafStreak of white fomn/' answih*ed Artliiir, 
* “ what docs that rfesemnle ? " 

.That of A brave and ^aiiforlunale one,” replied his fatliev. 
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‘‘The torrontflbr ine,” said Arthur; '^asheadlt^ <aourse whiolEF. 
uo human force can oppose, and then let it he as brief as it ia 
Morions-” ^ 

^ “ It is a young many's thought,*' replied his fa&er ; but 1 ata^ell 
awaro that it is ep rooted in thy heart that nothing but the rude 
hand of adversity can pluck it up,** 

“ As jret the root clings fast to my heart’s stringsy* said thcaydung 
man ; ‘^and methinks adversity's hand hath bad a fair of It,^ 

** You snoak, my son, of what you little understand,” saidins father . 
Know that, till the middle of itfebeinissed^ plien scarce distinguidt 
true prosperity from adversity, pr.ratner they court as the favours of 
fortune what they aliould more justly regard as the marks of her dis- 
pleasure, ^ liook at yonder ihoiintain, which wears on its sbags^.^^ 
brow a diadem of clouds, now raised and now depressed,, while the 
feuu glances upon, but is unable to dispel it ^a child might believe it 
to be a crown of glory — a iuan knows tt to be the sigual of tempest.” 

Arthur followed the direiction df hfe father’s eye to the^ark and 
phadowy eminence of Mount Pimtre. 

la the mist on yonder wild mountain so ominous then ? ” asked 
young man. * 

i “Demand of Antonio,” said his father; "ho will tell you the 

'Ilje young merchant addressed himsttf to the Swiss lad who acted 
as their attendant, desiring to kupiv the name of the gloomy height, 
Miich, in that quarter, seems the leviathan of the huge congrega- 
iLion of mountains iwsemblod about Lucerne. 

'Ihc lad crossed himself devoutly, aa he recounted the popular le- 
pend, that the wicked Pontius Pila<;e,*I*rocousul of Judea, had here 
found the termination of biseimpious life ; having, after spending 
years iu the reaesses of that mountain which bears his name, at length, 
In remorse and despair, rather than in penitence, plunged mto the 
dismal lake which occupies tiie summit. Whether water refused to* 
flo the exccutioncr*s^uty upon such a wretch, or whether, l)is body 
being drowned, his vexed spirit continued to liaunt the place wdiere 
he <jom!iiitted suicide, Antonio did not pretend to explain. Biit^a 
Form was often, he said, seen to emerge from the gloomy waters, and 
go through the action of owe woshinghis hands ; and when he did so, 
(lark clouds of mist gathered first round the bosom of the Infernal 
Luke (such it had been st^ded of^old), and then wrapping the whole 
upper part of the mountain in darkness^ pi'e>saged a tempest or hur- 
rieane, which was ’aurw^Lo follow in a short space. lie added, that 
the iwil s])irit was x««uliarly exasperated at the audacity of such 
ritraiigers as ascended the*mouiit.am to gaze at hig place of«punish- 
11 ^ 1 1, and wiat, !• consequence, the magistrates or Lucerne had 
liil^ir.ed any one from approaching Mount Piiatre under severe 
penalties. * Antonio oncS^ mdre egossed hiinsii|lf as he finishedWs. 
jegend ^ iff which 4a,ct of devotion he was imitated by In's hei#ers, too 
g:ood Catliolica^cf entertain aivy doubti^f the truth of the story. • 

“ Ilow tins qpeursed heathen scowls us ! ” said the younger of 
bhv^mei^clmnts, while the cloud darkened and seefued to settle on the*. 
Iwow'bfWjqunt Piiatre. " Vade retro ; — ^bitthou defied, sinner \ 
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, A wind, nvtlief lucard Ihftu felt, Bcemed to gjroan fortli in the 
t<0|ie of a dyiiiigr acceptance of the sufferings s^kirit to the 

raah ehallenffe of the young* EngUshtnan. The mountam was seen 
to send down its rugged sides thick wreaths of heaving mist, whiGh, 
rolling through the rugged chasms that seamed the grisly hill, re-^ 
sembied torrents of rushing lava pouring down from a volcano. The 
ridgyprectpices which formed the sides of these huge ravines^showcd 
their sdiutdi*y aOd rugged edges over the vappun as if divkliug 
each oUicir the descending streams of mist whichTolled around them. 
As a strong contrast lo this glpomv and thr^tening scene, the mor^ 
distant mountain range of Ei^i shone brilliant with all the hues of 
an autumnal sun. 

While the travellei^watchj^ this striking and varied contrast, which* 
resembled an approaching combat betwixt tlie powers of Light ami 
Darkness, their guide, bn his mixed Jargon Of Italian and German, 
exhorted them to makeliasie on their journey.; The village to which 
he proposed to conduct them, he ^d, yvas yet distant, the road bad, 
and difficult to find, and if the Evil One (looking to Mount Pilatre^ 
and crossing himself) should send his darxness upon the valley, the 
path would be both doimtful and dangerous. "The travellers, thus 
admonished, gathered the capes of their cloaks close round their 
throats, pulled tlieir bonnets resolvedly over their hrol^s, drew the 
buckle of the broad belts Which fastened their mantles, and each 
with a mountain staff iu his handi>well shod with an iron spike, tliey ‘ 
pursued their journey with unabated strength and undaunted spirit. 

W ith every step the scenes around them appeared to change. Each 
mountain, as if its firm and immutable form were flexible and 
vai 7 ing, altered in appearance^’ like that of a shadowy apparition, as 
the position of the strangers relative to them changed witli llioir 
motions, and as the mist, which continued stewly, thefigh constantly 
to descend, influenced the rugged aspect of the hills and valleys 
•wdiich it shrouded with its vapoury mantle. ^Tlio nature of their 
progress, too, never direct, but winding by a narrow path along the 
sinuosities of the valley, and making iifaiiy a circuit round precipices 
as id otliejT obstacles which it was impossible to surmount, addifll to 
the wild variety of a journey, in whicn, at last, the tra\^l]ers totally " 
lost any vague idea which they had prcvwhisly entertained concern- 
ii^A,thc direction in whicli the roa(|jled them. 

would,” said the Elder, “we had tj^at mystical needle ivliich 
mariners talk of, that points ever to the north, apd enables them to 
keep their way. on the waters, when fliere if Neither, cape nor head- 
land, sun, moon, nor stars, nor any inark^iu iiftavcn or earth to tell 
them how to stee^” 

‘^It/WQuld scarce avail us among these mountaiffs,” oKswered 

** though that wonderful needle jnay keep*its noint’ to-the 
imrthern Pole-star, ^hen itSs on q. flat* suirace like thd*jtea^it is not 
to be thitughtdt would do^so when these huge mmnitainf*ari.so lik«j 
Wails betwixt the steel and the object pf its sympafliy.” 

“ I fear replied the/fEbUier, “ we shall fina our gufOe, who has 
been growing houliy more stupid^since he left his owif ^ley, as 
tiseless as you suppose tfee compass would be among.the.hins hi this 
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wilJ country.— |Prtu»fc toll, my boy,” said h», addressing: Antonio in 
bad Italian, “ if we be in the road we purposed ? ” • 

If it please Saint Antonio,” said the g:uide, who 'was obviously 
too much confused to answer the q^uestion directly. ^ 

” And that water, half covered with mist, which glimmers through 
the fog*, at the foot of his Imge black precipice — is it still a part of 
the Lake of Lucerne, or have we lighted upon another since we 
ascendSd that last hill?” • ♦ * 

Antonio could only answer that they ought to be on the Lake of 
Lucerne still, and that he hoped that^hat they saw below them was 
‘only a winding' branch of the same slieet of water. But he could 
say nothing with certainty. 

. “Dog of an Italian!” exclainied tho younger traveller, **thou 
dcservest to have tliy bones broken for undert&ing a charge which 
thou art as incapable to perform as thou ar^to guide us to heaven ! ” 
Peace, Artliur,” said his father ; “ if you frighten the lad, lie 
runs olf, and we lose the small advantage we might have by his 
knowledge ; if you use j'our batfln, he rewards you with the slab of 
of a knife,— for sucli is the humour of a revengerul Lombard. Either 
way, you are marred instead of helped — HSi% thee hither, my boy,” 
he continued, in his indifferent Italian, be not afraid of that liot 
youngster, whom I will not permit to injure thee ; but tell me, if 
thou caiist, tlie names of the villages by which we are to make our 
journey to-day?” m 

Tho gentle mode in which the Sder traveller spoke reassured the 
lad, who had been somewhat alarmed at the harsh tone and menacing 
expressions of his younger coinpauiom; and he poured forth, iu his 
patois, a flood of names, iu which tiic^Gcniian guttural sounds were 
strangely inteimiixed with theesoft accents of tlie Italian, but which 
carried to tfie liparer no intelligible information concerning the object 
of Ills question ; so that at longih he was forced to conclude, “ Even 
.lead on, in Our Ladv’s name, or iu Saint Antonio’s, if you like ifr 
better ; we shall burtose time, I see, in trying to understand each 
other.” # 

1'iiey moved on as before, with this difference, that the giiitfb, 
leading the mule, iiow' went first, and 'was followed by the other two, 
wdiose motions ho had formerly directed by calling* to tliem from 
behind. The chmds meantime became thicker and thicker, and the 
mist, which liad at firs# been al^hin vapour, began now to descend 
iu the form of a small tliidlc rain, which g’athered like dew upon the 
Ciipotca of tho travellets. ]>istant rustling and groaning sounds 
were hoard avuong tUrsremote mountains, similar to those by which 
the Evil Spirit of* Mount Pilatre had seemed to amiouuce tli# storm. 
The boy ag|in pressed his companions to advance, but ah the same 
tiine throw impediments in the w’ay of their doing so, by the slowness 
^‘ •"IHndecisiaii which he Showed inleadifig tlicii. on. 

llavin§’f|>rocee(ijed in this manner for yirce or fom* inil^, which 
ttiicertaiptj reiwta’cd flonblv tedious, the travellers were at len5:tl\ 
engaged iiua narrow path, riRining albiig the verge of a precipice. 

wtas Vater, but of whai description tifty comd not ascer-^ 
tain. --Jlie wind, indeed, whieh began to felt in sudden; gusts/ 
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Sometimes eweot aside ihe mist so completely as to show the waves 
I g^limmering below ; but whether they wore those of the same lake 
on w'hicb thcrir morning journey had commenced, whether it was 
auoOher and separate sheet of water of a similar cliaracter, or whether 
it was a river or large brook, the view afforded was too indistinct to 
determine. Thus far was certain, that they were not on the slwn es, 
of the Jjake of Lucerne, where it displays its usual of waters ; 

for the wime^huriicane gusts which showed them water in th« bottom 
of the glen, gave them a transient view of tl)e opposite side, at what 
exact distariQp they could not well discern, but near enough to show 
tail abrupt rocks and shaggy t>ine-trees, here united in groups, aiuk 
there singly anchored among the cliffs which overhung the water. 
This was a more distinct lan(lscnpej:lian the fiirther side of the lake 
would have ofiered, bad they been on the right road. 

Hitherto the path, though steep and rugged, was nhiinly enough 
indicated, and anow^ed traces of having hi^^n iiscmI both by riders e.nd 
foot passengers. But suddenly, as Antonio with the loaded mule 
had reached a projecting eminence, around the ])eMk of which the 
path made a sharp turn, he stopped short, witli his usual exolaniat ifui, 
addressed to his patron^isaint. It appeared to Arthur that llio nnilo. 
slmred the terrors of the guide ; for it started back, put forwards ils 
fore-feet separate from each other, and seemed, hy the ajjfitude which 
it assumed, to intimate a determination to resist every jmrposa) to 
advance, at the same time expressing liorror and fear at tlio prr)spc c( , 
which lay before it. 

Arthur precised forward, not only from curiosity, hut that Ik* might, 
if possible hoar the brunt of f^jy danger before his fafheremne up to 
share it In loss lime thnii- wg have taken t(» <<dl the story, the 
young man stood l)eside Antonio ain^ the nm](*, u])oii a ]»latform ot 
rf)ek on whieli the road seemed absoJutely lo term^afe, and from 
the farther side of which a precipice sunk sheer clown; to wh.al d(‘pth 
the mist did not permit him to discern, but certainly unwit.crriiptod 
for more tlian three hundred feet. 

I’he blank expression \vhieh overci^st the visage of the younger 
t4»aA'eller, and traces of which might be discerned in 1h(‘ plnsiogno- 
my of the lieasl of burden, announced alarm and nnwtification atr 
this nnexperlcd, and, as it seemed, insnjmuunlahie obstacle. 
did the looks of the father, who presently aft(‘r came up to lluj same 
spot, convey eillier liope or comro/t. He stood with tlie others gaz- 
ing on the misty gulf beneath tliem, and^looking* all around, hut in 
vain, for some continuation of flie path, w^ych vertainly Iiad iicvi v ^ 
been originiilly designed lo terminate in thi.^jjji mm ary manner. As ■ 
they sU>od uncertain what to do next, tho son m vain attempting to 
disoovcir some mc^le of passing onward, and the fr^lu'r about lo poi - ■ 
pose that they should return by the road which Irnd bfdught tnoin 
lAher, a loud howl ftf the wind, inore-wiJd*than they yet lit.,.. 
swept ^wn Jhe vmley. All bdlng awarS of tlie dangpf‘of bcu'ng, 
hurled iroin the precariohs station which thof snatched at ; 

bushes and rocks by which t ; secure themselves, and ejyn'tJie poor 
.mule scomeiJ to steady itself in or^jer to withstand life aj)j>roacJiiiig . 
linrricanc. The friiftt with mich iinevnr»pfi>rl fnrv*«iAi n 
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poarctl to the tfftvcllers to shake the very r«w5k on which Hicy ntooS, 
timl would have swept them from its surface like so many dry Icavesf 
had it not been for the momentary precautions which ’they had jtaken. 
For their safety. But as the wind rushed down the grleii it comjfletely 
removed, for the space of three or four minutes, the veil of mist which 
former gusts had only served to agitate or discx>mpose, and showed 
them nature and cause of the interruption winch they llad met 
with so unexpectedly. 

The rapid out correct eye of Arthur was then able to ascertain that 
the path, after leaving the platform gf rock on which *hey stood, bad 
originally passed upwards m the same direction along the edge of a 
sleep bank of earth, which had then formed tlie upper covering of a 
slriitum of precipitous, rocks. •But it had chanced, in some of the 
convulsions of nature which take place in those wild region'^, where 
•die works upon a scale so formidaide, th{4lhc earth had made a slip, 
or almost a iirecipitous descent, from the rock, and beeulmrlt?d down- 
wards with the path, which was traced along the tojK and with bushes, 
frees, or whatever grew upon it! into the channel of the stream ; fexr 
such they could now discern the w*nter heyeath them fo be, and not 
a lake or an arm of a lake, as they had liitiierto supposed. 

The iininediale cause of this plienornonon might ])robably have 
been an o^9f lupiakc, not iinfrequeni in that country. The bank of 
earth, now a coufiiscd mass of ruins inverted in its fall, showed some 
trees growing in a horizontal pisition, and others, which, having 
piteln/d on their lieads in their descent, were at once inverted and 
^liattered to pieces, and lay a sport to tlie streams of the river which 
file V liad heretofore covered >vith gl^uny shadow. 'I'lic gaunt jireci- 
[iiAMi which reinuinccl behind, like ♦he skeleton of some huge nnni.sler 
ilive.sted of its formed €lic Avail of a fearful abyss, resembling 

(he face of a newly wrought quarry, more dismal of aspect from the 
L'awiK'.s.s of its reconf formation, and from ifs being as yet nneoAered 
wilh any 'of the ve^i^fatioii Avitli which nature speedily niantles OA'cn* 
Lh * bjirc sniTaoo even of lier .sternest erag.s and precipices. 

llesidos remarking lliese ^ippcavanees, AAdiirdi tended to show that 
fill* inicrruplion of the voiuLliad been 6f recent occurrence, ArfTiur 
able to observe, on tbc furllier side of the river, biglier up the 
ralley, and ri.sijig ont^if #he piiio forests, interspersed Avith rocks, a 
-qnarc building of considerable l^igbt,like the ruin.s of a t*otbictoAver. 
!Je pointeil oiit this rt iij^rkablc object to Antonio, and denumded if 
lie know it: justly conjecturing that, from the peeulinrilY of fhe site, 

Avas a landlnark nof\*asiiy be forgotten by any Avho had seen it 
lefbre. Aocordiuglitfit yA'as gladly and promptly recognised ]>y the 
iad, who called cheerfuliy out, tliat the place wa^Geierstein, that is, 
^%lie ex]d«ined^St, llio Itock of the Vuhures. Jlo knew it, Infsaid, 
tiiJjhb old toAver, as wqjl as by a Imge ])iniiacle of rock w hich t^^ose 
lear il.,*alTiff>Nt in the ffn'in of a steeple* to theflop of Avliich flicTani- 
ner-geief (one lhu]arge.st bird.s of prej known to #xist.) fad in for- 
ncr diw^MrnnfpJu tea the chjjld of an^ncient lord of the ciistle. ^ Tie 
Dvoceedsd* recount the vow whierf ufcvs made by Ihe Knight of* 
to Our Lady of Ehisiedien : and, ^hile lie spoke, t1>e 
fcastio, focks, jwodvS, and precipices, again tfaded in mist. But 
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conduced his wowdcrfuKiiarrativc with the miraclofwhicli reniored, 
infaait agrain to its father’s armSf lie cried out suddemy, “ Look 
to yopraelves—the storm ! — the storih ! It came accoi^iiiigly, aud 
Weeing the mist before it, .again bestowed on the travellers a view 
of the horrors around them. 

‘*Ay l” quoth Antonio, triumphantly, as the gust abated^ ^*old 
Pontimrloves little to hoar of Our Lady -of Einsiedlen ; hut s^e will 
keep her\>wn^ witii liim — Ave Maria t 
** That tower/* said the young traveller, seems uninhabited. 1 
can descry no emoke, and tlie l(|^ttlement appears ruinous/* 

"It has not been inhabited for many. a day,” answered the guide. 
*^But I would I were at it, for all that. Honest Arnold Biedernmn, 
the LaSdammaii "(chief magistrate)/* of the Canton qf Unterwaldcn, 
dwells near, and, 1 warrant you, distressed strangers will not w^ant 
the best that cupboard flud cellar can find them, w'herever lie holds 
rule/* 

" I have heard of him," said the older traveller, whom Antonio had 
been taught to call Scignor Philipson; **a gjood and hospitable man, 
and one who enjoys desened weight with liis countrymen/* 

" You have spoken hnn right, Seignor,’* answered the guide ; 
“ and I would we could reach his house, where you slmulcl be sure of 
hospitable treatment, and a good direction for your next Clay’s jour- 
ney. But how we are to get to the Vulture’s Castle, unless wo had 
wings like the vulture, is a question hard to answer/* 

Arthur replied by a daring proposal, which the reader will find in 
the next chapter. 


CHAPTER IL 

“Away with me. 

The clouds grow thicker — there — now lean OJx nio. 
riace your fuot herd-~here, takeQliis staff, and cling 
A moment to that alinib — now, give uie your hand. 

The chalet will bo gain'd in half an hour. 

IJa»/rul. 

After surveying the desolate scone as accurately as the stormy 
state of the atmosphere would permit, the youngcf of the travellers 
observed, “ Iii any other country, I should saJ^'Clic tempoFt begins to 
abate ; but what to expect in this land of dcs(?Jittion it wore rash to 
deeitk. /f the upo^ato spirit of Pilate be iictiially on- llic blast, fhe.se 
lingCi'ing and more distant howls seem to intimate iSiat lyscis rotur»' 
ing to his place of punishment. The itathway has sunk with /he. 
gi'<fPiid on wliicli it v/Os traced-* I i;!in see. part of it lyfei?^ ^}o\vn in 
the ahyss^ markiing, as w'it^ a streak of chty, vontler masff of earthy 
afid stone'. But 1 think it po.ssible, wdlJi your permfSfflon,'4iiy father, 
that I could stiil scramble ftn'ia^ard along the edge of the® pm*i idee, 
tilll come in sight <Sf the habitation which the lad tells - Jf’ 

finrre be actuuUy.sucli a ore, there must be an access to it somt^wlivrei 
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ADil if 1 canttci find the path Qut, 1 can itt ]eaBt*niako a 
tliose who dwell near the Vulture's Nest yonder, and obtain some 
friendly guidance.” 

"I cannot consent to your incurring sudi a risk,” said his father; 
“let the lad go forward, if he can and 'will. He is mountain-bred, 
and I will reward him richly." 

-v-k 1.1*' ■ ■ A. ..A. 


But^ntonio declined the proposal absolutely and d^cideAy. “ I 
am monntain-bi'ed," be said, “ out 1 am no chamois-hunter ; and I 
have no wings to transport me from diff to diff, like a raven— gold 
is not worth life.” • • 

“ And God forbid,” said Seignor Fhilipson, ** that I should tempt 
thee to weigh them against each other! — Go on, then, my son— I 
follow thee.^' • * 

“ Under your favour, dearest sir, no,” replied the j'oung man ; “ it 
is enough to endanger the life of one — and mine, far the mostVorth- 
less, should, by all the rules of wisdom as well as nature, be put first 
ill hazard.” 


“No, Arthur,” .replied his fatTier, in a determined voice; “no, my 
)n — 1 liave survived much, but I mil not ^rvive thee.” 


“I fear not for the issue, father, if you permit, mp, to. go alone; 


hut I cannot — dare not — undertake a If Srou persist 

in atlemptiSg to share it, with no better than mine. While 1 en^ 


in atiemptmg to snare it, witn no netter am tiian mine, wnile l en^ 
[leavoured to make^anew advance, 1 should be ever lookin;^ back to 
^ee liow you mig^hf attain the stnAlon which I was about to leave — 
A.ik 1 bethink you, dearest father, that if 1 fall, 1 fall an unreg^arded 


thing*, of as little moment as the stone or tree which has toppled 
licadloiig down before me. But you^hould your foot slip, or your 


hand fail, bethink you what and how much must needs fall with you ! ” 
“ Thou njrt right, my childji’ said the father. “ I still have that 


iv'liich hinds me to life, even though I were to lose in thee all that is 
dear to me.— Our Lady and our Lady's Knight bless thee -and pros- 
per tliec, "iny child ! Thy foot is young, thy hand is strong — thoif 
hast not climbed Pl}"limraoii in vain. Be bold, but be wary — remem- 
ber tlierc is a man who, failiilfe' thee, has blit one act of duty to bijjjid 
liiniito the earth, and, that discharged, will soon follow thee.” 

TJie young man accordingly prepared for his journey, and, strip- 
ping himself of his cifmbrous cloak, showed his wcll-proportioiiM 
limbs in a jerkin of grey cloth, *ijhich sat close to his person. The, 
father’s resolution gavt wjjy when his son turned round to bid Idm 
farewell. lie rccijlcd his permission, and in a peremptory tone for- 
bade him to proceed#® But, •without listening to the prohibition, 
ALrthur had. cominen#*! his perilous adventure. Descending from 
the platform on which he* .stood, by the boughs an old ilbh-tree, 
v^jjeh thrill itself out of the cleft of a rock, the youtli was encftlcd 
to gain, tliough at great risk, a narrow ledge, the very brink of^he 
i/rlcfiwc^, tti’«creepmg alSng whickhe li8ped to^ass on till he maae. 
iiimsclf heard or seen from the habitatio^^, of whos^ exisTOiice tho 
|uide ha^iufoVdled Itim. l^Ia srltuation, as he pursued this Void 
purposelappc^rcd so precarious, that e^»the hired attendant hardly 
breath as he gazed on him. THe ledge which su 
a^r{SdTj[ 4 ».seei^ed to grow so narrow as ke passed along it as ' 


■ 
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i)eetmk lEdtogetheT invisi&le, while sometimes with ftis face t6 the 
preeipioe, sometimes looking forward sometimes g^lancin^f his eyes 
lmwG^^<], but Bevcr venturing to cast a look below» lest his brain 
ahould grow giddv at a sight sq appalling, he wound his way onward. 
To his father and the attendant, who beheld his progress, it was less 
that of ca man advancing in the ordinary manner, and resting by 
aught connected with the firm earth, than that of an insect crawling 
along the face of a perpendicular wall, of whose progressive move- 
ment we are indeed sensible, but cannot perceive the means of its 
support. And bitterly, most bitterly, did the miserable parent now 
himent, that he had not persisted in his purpose to encounter the 
baffling and even perilous measure of retracing his steps to the habi- 
tation of the preceding night. He Should then, at least, have par- 
taken ihe fate of the son of his love. 

Meanwhile the young nflan's spirits were strongly braced for the 
performance of his perilous task. He laid a powerful restraint on 
nis imagination, which in general wea sufficiently active, and refused 
to listen, even for an instant, to any of the horrible insinuations by 
which fancy augments actual danger. He endeavoured manfully to 
reduce all around him to the scale of right reason, as the best sup- 
port of true courage. 'fliis ledge of rock,” he urged *to himself, 
^^is but narrow, yet it has breadth enough to support me ; these cliffs 
and crevices in the surface are small and distant, but the one affords 
as secure a resting-place to my fefL the other as available a grasp 
to my bands, as if Istood on a platform of a cubit broad, and rested 
my arm on a balustrade of mgrble. My safety, therefore, depends 
on myself. If I move with dcc’sion, step firmly, and hold fost, what 
signifies how near I am to the mofith of an abyss ? ” 

Thus estimating the extent of his daViger by the measure of sound 
sense and rciility, and supported by some degree of practice in such 
exercise, the brave youth went forward on his awful journey, step by 
step, winning his way with a caution, and fortit^jde, and presence of 
mind, which alone could have saved hj^i from instant destruction. 
At* length he gained a point wliere a projecting rock formed the 
angle of the precipice, so far as it had been visible to him from 'the 
platform. This, therefore, was the critical poipt of his undertaking ; 
but it was also the most perilous part of it. rock projected 

Baore than six feet forward over the torrent, which he heard ragiiro* 
at the depth of a hundred yards beneath, with a' noise like subtorrid 
ncaii thunder. He examined the spotyvith the utmost care, and was 
led by the existence of shrubs, grass, and ev55 stunted trees, to be- 
lieve that this rock marked the farthest cxlcnr^f the slip or slide of 
cwtft afid tliat, could he but turnaround the angle of which it was 
the termination, he might hope to attain the continifiitioi^ef tlip pst- ii 
whAw had been so stmugely interrupted by ^his convulsmn of natr’y? . 
nut the (^ag jutted out so much al?to afforitnopossibilif^fi passing 
either unfler or around it f and as it rose seveiil fdlat^bove the posir. 
won which Arthur had attainedy it was no easy matter^ clftw^over it. 
This was, however, tJie cmrfse which he chose, as the»only#rnodo of 
Sit^mounting what he hoped might ^rove the last obstacle*tdSiLs 
agp of iliscoycry. A pro?fecting tree afforded him tliCtmeantf orraft^ 
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ing and himself up to the top of the eregr. But he ha^ 

scarcelj planted himself on bad scarcely a moment to congratulate 
himself^ on seeinify amid a wild chaoi^ of cliffs and wood, the gloomy 
*tuiiis of Geierstein^ with smoke arising, and indicating something like 
a human habitation beside them, when, to his extreme terror, be Mt 
the hu^e cliff on which he stood tremble, stoop slowly forward, and 
gradtt^ly Sink from its position. Projecting as it wag, and^shaken 
as its e<iuilibriiini had been by the most recent earthquake, it lav 
now so insecurely poised, that its balance was entirely destroyed, 
,even by the addition of the young mim^s weight. • 

Aroused by the imminence of toe danger, Arthur, by an instinctive 
attempt at self-preservation, drew cautiously back from the falling 
crag into the tree by which 1ie*had ascended, and turned his head 
back as if spcil-boiiml, to watch the descent of the fatal rock from 
which he liatl just I'ctreated. It tottered for two or three seconds, 
as if uncertain which way to fall ; and had it taken a sidelong direc* 
tion, must liave dashed the adveijiturer from his place of refuge, or 
borne both the tree and him headlong down into the river. After a 
moment of liorrible uncertainty, the power pf gravitation determined 
-a direct and forward descent. Down went the huge fragment, which 
must Jiave weighed at least twenty ton, remling aiid splintering in 
its precipitjfte course the trees and bushes w hich it encountered, and 
settling at length in the channel of the torrent, with a diu equal to 
the discharge of a hundred pieceiP of artillery. The sound was re- 
echoed from bank to bank, from precipice to precipice, with emula- 
tive thunders ; nor was toe tumult silent till it rose into toe region 
of eternal snow's, which, equally insensible to terrestrhU sounds, and 
it!iffivournl>le to animsil life, beard the roar in their majestic solitude, 
but sulfered it to die away wiBiout a responsive voice. 

What, in ihe ineanwliile, were the thoughts of the distracted father, 
wbo saw the ponderous rock descend, but could not made whether 
his only son Imd bor||c it company in its dreadful fall ! ^ His first im- 
pulse was to rush forward along the face of the precipice, which he 
had seen Arthur so lately traverse ; and when tlic hid Antonio 
held liim, by throwing his anus around him, he turned on the guide 
with the fury of a bear which had been robbed of her cubs. 

“ Hnhiind me, base peaihnt/’ he exclaimed, or thou diest on toe 
spot.*' 

Alas ! ” said the poor boy, dropping on his knees before him, “ f, 
t oo, have a father I ^ 

The appeal went lotiie heart of the traveller, who instantly let the 
lad go, and holding ifp hi% hands, and lifting his eyes towards heaven, 
said, in accents of the deepest agony, mingled with olevout resq^f^Jion, 
ma / — he was my last, and loveliest, and best beloved, 
Wnost T^jortoy of my love; and yomicr,” hc^idded, “ yonder 
the gl0i»imar the birds W prey, w%o are to feast on his you^jg blood.* 
•^But I »co more,” exclaimed the iniaefablo parent, 

the hngi^lSuiloii vultur^^ floated past him on the thick air, — I wUl 
ac e inv I rthnr once moi?, ere the wolf aifd the qpglo mangle him~I 
of him that curtli still lialds. Detain me not— but 
llfero, ai5|ti5ralcU*ine as I advance. If I fall,%i3 is most lik9ly, I^harge 
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Jl'ou io'tiilce tiie.qe&led paperfi, vhich you will find ii*tbe rallise, 
realty tHem to ^le person to whom they are addressed, with the 1^1 
posnble delay.* There is money enon^ in the purse to bury me with 
my ^or boy, and to cause masses be said for our souls, and yet leate 
you a ridi recompense for your journey.” 

The honest Swiss lad, obtuse in his undmrstonding’, but kind and 
faithfuUn his disposition, Uubbered as his employer spoke, «nd. o&tfid 
to offer farther rmnonstranee or opposition, saw his temporal^ mastei 
prepare himself to trarerse the same &tal precipice, over the verge 
of which his Ul'fated sun had seemed to pass to the fate which, with 
fill the wildness of a parent’s anguish, his father was hastening tc 

sllAl'Ot 

Suddenly there was heard from b^oiid the fatal au^ple from whici 
the mass of stone had been displaced by Arthur’s rash ascent, the 
loud hoarse sound of one of those hug^e horns, made out of the spoih 
of the urua, or wild buU^ of Switzerland, which in ancient titnec 
'Announced the terrors of the charge of these mountaineers, and 
indeed, served them in war instead df idl musical instruments. 

‘'Hold sir, hold! ” exclaimed the Grison, "yonder is a signal fron 
Qeierstein, Some one feill presently come to our assistance, aiu 
show us the safer way to seek for your son— Aud look you— at yoi 
green bush that is glimmering through the mist, Saint iftitonio pre 
serve me, as I see a white cloth displayed there ! — it is just bcyoiu 
the point where the rock felL*^ ^ 

Tne father endeavoured to fix his eyes on the spot, but they fillci 
80 fast with teai's, that they could not discern the object which tin 
^uide pointed out. — "It is alien vain,’' ho said, dashing the lean 
From his eyes — "I shall never jfee»more of him than his lifeless re 
mains ! ” t 

"You w’ill — you will see him in life!” said the Grison, “Sain 
Antonio ^vills it so— Sec, the white cloth waves again ! ” 

" SomeTemnant of his garments,” said the despairing* fiither,— 
"some wretched memorial of his fate. — No, liVeyes see it not— 
have beheld the fall of niy house — would that tne vultures of thes< 
crags had rather tom them from their sockets ! ” 

"xet look again,” said the Swiss; " the cloth hangs not loose uwui 
a bough — I can see tliat it is raised on t/ie «nd of a stafi’, and i 
distinctly waved to and fro. Your son makes a signal that he i 
safe.” 

" And if it be so,” said the traveller, doping his hands together 
“ blessed bo the eyes that see it, and the toiiMe tfiat tells it ! If w< 
find my son, and find him alive, this day shall k# a lucky one for thc^ 
too.'; ^ 

"IS ay,” answerfld the lad, "I only ask that yo# willcAbidc stj.}’ 
and act by counsel, and I will hold myself quit for my services. ' Qu) 
it iacaot creditable tofau boWbst 1ml to hav4. people lose themself 
by their wn \ylfulness ; for the blame, after all, is. sure t<f fall upoi 
the guide*, as if he could prevent old Pontius ftom 9hfflkI«^t4Jic mis 
from his brow, or banks of *earth from*8lip])itig down vaUe; 

at a time, or J*bung ^rebrained gallants from walking ui^TO'V’^fBS 
pi^s as narrow as the edge of a knife, or madmen* wlm^e jKA^T'Knin 
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.tartk« Hiem wiser, from drawing: dajrgers like bravocs hi Laim- 
bardy.,** • 

Thus the guide ran on, and in that vein lie might have long con- . 
tinued, for Seigttor Piiilipson lieard him not. Each throb of his pulse, 
each thought of his heart, was directed towards the object which the 
Ind referred to as a signal of his son’s safety. He became at length 
satisfied that tlie signal was actually waved by a human lidud ; and, 
as ca&er in the glow of reviving hope, as he had of late been under 
the influence of desperate grief#4ie ngnin prepared for the attempt 
of advancing towards his son, and^assisting him, if^ possible, in re- 
gaining a place of safety. But the entreaties and reiterated assur- 
ances of his guide induced him to pause. 

‘‘ Arc you fit,’* he said, ^\to go on the crag ? Can you repeat your 
Credo and Ave without missing or misplacing a word ? for without 
lliat our old men soy 3*our neck, had yoy a score of them, would be 
in danger. — la your eye clear, and your feet firm ? — I trow tiie onj^ 
gtrcanis like a fountain, and the mother shakes like the aspen whicli 
overhangs it ! llest hero till Those arrive who are far more able to 
give your son help than either j'ou or I are. I judge by tiie fashion 
of his blowing that yonder is the lioni of uieOoodman of Qeierstein, 
Arnold Bicdermaii. He hath seen your spa’s danger, and is even now 
providingtfbr his safety and ours. There are cases in which the aid 
of one stranger, well acquainted with the country, is worth that of 
three brothers, who know not tl|p crags.” 

“ But if yonder horn really sounded a signal,** said the traveller, 
how chanced it that my son replied not? ** 

" And if he did so, as is most likfily he did,” rejoined the Orison, 
“ how should we have heard hiinJ TTne bugle of XIri itself sounded 
amid these horrible dins o4 water and tempest like the reed of a 
shepherd boy ; and how think you ive should hear the holloa of a 
man ? ’* 

“ Yet, •methinks,” said Soignor Philinson, I do hear something 
amid this roar of Elements which is like a human voice — but it is 
not Arthur’s.” 

I W’ot well, no,” answered the Orison ; that is a woman’s voice. 
Tho maidens will converse with each other in that manner, from cliff 
to cliff, through storm ai*icl tempest, ^Yere there a mile between,” 
“Now, Heaven be praised for this providential relief!” said 
Seignor Philipson ; “ 1 trust wc^hall yet see this dreadful day safely 
ended. I will holloa in jfiiswer.” 

lie attempted lo (kf so, but, inexperienced in the art of making 
himself hoard in siusbra country, he pitched his voice in the same key 
with that of the roar of \^avc amkwiud; so that,^vcnattwAity^’ai;da 
from the jJace gdierc he was speaking, it must have been totally in- 
(nstinguisnable from that of the elemental war around them. The 
lan*lscnilc^ »t his patrofi’s ineffe^ual attempft, and then raisra his 
voice Ifimself in, a high, wild, and prolqpged scremn, wmch, while 
rl IT r H nT*r much less effort than that of tho En^lUh- 

man. mSS^icverthelcss a distinct sounds separated ^om others by 
wnich it w^ns pitchcch and was probSbly audible to a vei^ 
po*ii^ufcgblc distance. It was presently answered by distant crictf efif 
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t^e same nature, vhich ^!%duaUj approached the platA>tn], fariug^u^ 
renovated hope to the anxious traveller. 

If distress of the fatb^ rendered his condition an object of 
deep compassion, that of the son, at the same moment, was sufficiently 
perilous. We have already stated^ that Arthur Philipson had com- 
zhenced his precarious journey along' the precipice, with all the cool- 
ness, res&lutioi2, and unshaken det>erminat!on of mind, whicji was 
most essenlial to a task where all must depend upon firmness of nerve. 
But the formidable accident which ‘cheeked his onward progress was 
of a character ^ dreadful, as nirde him feci all the bittenie.ss of a 
death, instant, horrible, and, as it seemed, inevitable. Tlie solid rock 
had trembled and rent beneath his footsteps, and althougli, by an 
effort rather mechanical than voluntai'y, he had withdrawn bimsdf 
from the instant ruin attending its descent, he felt as if tlie better 
part of him, his firmness of mind and strength of body, had been 
,V^Mt away with the descending rock, as it fell thundering, with clouds 
of dust and smoke, into the torrents ivpd whirlpools of the vexed gulf 
beneath. In fact, the seaman swept from the deck of a wrecked 
vessel, drenched in the washes, and battered against the rocks on the 
shore, does not differ more from the same mariner, when, at the com- 
mencement of the gale, he stood upon the deck of his favourite ship, 
proud of her strength and his own dexterity, than Artliur, when com- 
mencing liis journey, from the same Arthur, while clinging to the 
decayed trunk of an* tdd tree, from Hhich, suspended between heaiveu 
and earth, he saw the fall of the crag which he hnd so nearly accom- 
panied. TJic effects of his terror, indeed, were physical as well as 
moral, for a thousand colours pl^ed before his eyes ; he was attacked 
sick dizziness, and deprived at once of the obedience of those 
limbs which had lutlierlo served him #i> admirably; his-arrus and 
hands, as if no longer at his own command, now clung to the branches 
of the tree, with a cramp-like tenacity, over which he seemed to i)os- 
sess no power, and now trembled in a state of sii^i complete nervous 
relaxation, as led liini to fear that they were becoming unable to sup- 
port Jiim longer in his position. * 

An incident, in itself trifling, added to the distress occasioned ^y 
this alienation of his powers. All living things in the neighbourhood 
had, as niiglit be supposed, been startled bf tlic troiiieinious fall to 
wliich his progress had given occasion, l^'lights <)f owls, bats, and 
other birds of darkness, compelled to betal^ themselves to the air, 
had lost no time in refurning into their bowers of ivy, or the harbour 
afforded thorn by the rifts and holes of the iieiMibouring rocks. One 
of this ill-omened flight chanced to be a larrgner%eier, or Alpine vul- 
ture, jji b]>d larger sgid more voractous than the ca^le himself, and 
which Arthur liad not been accustomed to see, or It lertMi to.louir 
upou^losely. With the inslhjict of most birejs of prey, it is the 
loni of creature, wiien gorged Hrith food,^o assume sftnie«station 
of..iiuiccessfible i^curity, and there remain statictfiary^aml nTotionless. 
for days tog'etJicr, till the work of digestion has heeiv^STcOlHjlishcd, 
And activity relsurns ijitli th^pressiire of appetite. Di»fcufb(« fi‘ora 
a state of repose, one of these ferrific birds had riseijfffer^* 
r&Vinfi to which thn socciOk iriveti itn rinrnA. mill linTino' hnJI 
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roumn with a grhastiy scream antf a flaffffing wing, it hod' 
siifik down upon the piimacle of a crag, not four yarifc from the tree^ 
in which Arthur held riis precarious station. Although still income 
degree stupified hy torpor, it seemed encouraged by the motionless 
state of the young man to suppose him dead, or dying, and sat there 
and gaxed at him, without displaying any of that apprehension wliicli 
the nm’cest anhnals usually entertaiu from the vicinity, of mdn. 

As Arthur, endeavouring to shake off the incapacitating^effects of 
his panic fear, raised his eyes to look gradually and cautiously around, 
he encountei*ed those of the rormiom and o&cene bird, whose head 
and neck denuded of featliers, her eyes surrounded by an iris of an 
orange tawny colour, and a position more horizontal than erect, dis- 
tinguished her as much from tlm noble carriage and graceful propor- 
tions of the eagle, as those of the lion place him in the ranks of 
creation above the gaunt, ravenous, grisly, yet dastard wolf. 

As if arrested by a charm, the eyes of young Philipson remained^ 
bent on this ill-omened and ill-^voured bird, without his having the 
power to remove them. The apprehension of dangers, ideal as well 
ns real, weighed upon his weakened mihd,#disabled as it was by the 
circumstances of Ilia situation. The near approach of a creature, 
not more loathsome to the human race than averse to come within 
their reacli, seemed as ominous as it was unusual. Why did it gaze 
on him with such glaring earnestness, projecting its disgusting form, 
as if presently to alight upon hi# person ? The foul bird, was she 
tlic demon of the place to which ner name referred; and did she 
come to exult that an intruder on her haunts seemed involved amid 
thoir perils, with little hope or change of deliverance ? Or was it a 
mitivc vulture of the rocks, whdfee sagacity foresaw that the rash 
traveller Wvis soon destined tb become its victim r Could the crea- 
ture, whose senses are said to be so acute, argue from circumstances 
the stranger’s approachhig death, and wait, like a raven or hooded 
crow by a dying s^^cp, for the earliest opportunity to commence 
her ravenous banquet ? Was he doomed to feel its beak and talons 
before his heart’s blood shoiTld cease to beat? Had he already ^ost 
th8 dignity of humanity, the awe which the being formed in the 
image of liis Maker inspires into all inferior creatures ? 

Apprehensions so x/ainful served more than all that reason could 
suggest, to renew in some degr<y) the elasticity of the young man’s 
mind. By waving his handkerchief, using, nowever, the greatest 
precaution in his movements, he succeeded in scaring the vulture 
from his vicinity. ItPfo.se from its resting-place, screaming’ harshly 
and dolefully, and on its expandecTxunions, to seek a place of 

more undisturbed repose, while the adventurous travellBr ^dt a 
SftiisiJ>le pfcasui* at being relieved of its disgusting presence. 

aWith inpre collected icleaSsthe young man, who could obtaiiijjrom 
his poskion*a pavfial vii^w of the^platform heHiad left, en^avoured 
rto tcst5fy*liis safety t# his father, by displaying, as hifelt as.mo cpuld, 
the baT(E^«?Sflyy^hich he had iihasecl off the vuiture. Like them, to*b, 
ho hca y,1bu4i at a less distance, the bui!!5t of gregit Swiss honi, ' 
^nMm^mcd to announce some near succour. He replied by shoutr 
tng ana‘]\^viqg his flag» to direct assistaiicv to the spot where it was 
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"BO much required; and, •recalling his faculties, had almost 

^deserted him; he laboured ment^y to recover uope^ and with hope 
the means and *n]otive for exertion. 

A^thful Catholics he eaarerly recommended himself in prayer to 
Our Lady of Einsiedlen, and, making: vows of propitiation, hesougrht 
her intercession, tlmt he might he delivered from his dreadful con- 
dition. o " Or. gracious Ladv 1 ” he conchided his orison, if it is my 
doom to iosc my life like a hunted fox amidst this savage wildemcss 
of tottering ci'ags, restore at least my natural sense of patience and 
courage, and let not one who has Kved like a man, though a sinful 
one, meet death like a timid hare ! 

Having devoutly recommended himself to that Protectress, of 
whom the legends of the Catholic Cheircli form a picture so amiable, 
Aiiilmr, though every nerve still shook with his late agitation, and 
his heart throbbed with a violence that threatened to suffocate him, 
turned his tliouglits and observation to the means of effecting his 
Vsenpe. But, as ho looked around him, he became more and more 
sensible how much he was enervated by the bodily injuries and the 
mental agony which he had sustained during his late peril. He 
could not, by any effort of which he was capable, fix liis giddy and 
bewildered eyes on the scene around him ; they seemed to reel 
till the landscape danced along with them, and a motl^V chaos of 
thickets and tall cliffs, which interposed between him and the ruin- 
ous Castle of Geierstein, mixed andkwhirled round in such confusion, 
tliat nothing, save the consciousness that such an idea was the sug- 
gestion of 2>artial insanity, prevented him from throwing himself 
from the tree, as if to join tire wild dance to which his disturbed 
brain had given motion. - « 

‘^Heaven be my protection,” said idle unfortunate young man, 
closing his eyes, in hopes, by abstracting himself from the terrors of 
Ills situation, to compose his too active imagination, ray senses are 
abandoning me 1 ” . ‘ 

He became still more convinced that this was the case, when a 
female voice, in a high-pitched but eiiiinently musical accent, was 
heard at no great distance, as if calling to liim. He opened viis 
eyes once more, raised his head, and looked towards the place from 
whence the sounds seemed to come, thougk far from being certain 
that they existed saving in his own disordered imagination. The 
vision wuich appeared had almost confirmed him in the opinion 
that Ills mind w^as unsettled, and his senses* in no st,ate to serve him 
accurately. 

Upon the very summit of a pyramidical rpclt^ial rose out of the 
dept^of the valley, was seen a female figure, so obscured by misi 
ihat^nly the outlin^ could be traced. The form, againp^ 

the sky, appeared rather the undefined lineaments of a spii*it'tJ[]aTi 
of asnortal maiden ; Vor lier^persan secme§ as lighf^ anu %carcel\ 
more op&quc, than the tlun cloud that Burrqiinded her ^pedestal. 
Arthar's first belief was, that the Virgin had ^earflMiAwtmys, and 
had descended in person tOoliis rescue ; and he was a^ut rf recite 
his Ave Maria^ wheu^the voice again^called to him with 
igfliriU modulation of the igountom baloo, by which thp natives of the 
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JUps can hold lonfcrence Triih each other j^om one niouniain rkl^e 
to aiiotlier, across ravines ot gre&t depth and width. . 

While he debated how to address this unexpected spparit^n, it 
disappeared from the point which it at first occupied, and presently 
after became again visible, perched on the cliff out of which pro- 
jected the tree in which Arthur had taken refuge. Her personal 
appeamncc, as well as her dress, made it then apparent that she was 
a maiden of those mountains, familiar with their dangerous paths. 
He saw Uiat a beautiful young woman stood before liiin, who re* 
garded him with a mixture of pity ard wonder. 

“ Stranger,’^ she at length said, " who ai*e you, and whence come 
you ? ” 

I am a stranger, maiden, as»you justly term me," answered the 
young' man, raising himself as w'ell as he could. “1 left Lucerne 
this morning, with my father and a guide. I parted with them not 
three fiiiionga from hence. May it please, von, gentle maiden, 
warn them of my safety, for I, know my father will be in despair 
upon my account ? ** 

“ Willingly,** said the maiden ; “but 1 think my uncle or some one 
of my kinsmen must have«already found them, and will prove faith- 
‘I*al guides. Can I not aid you ? — are you w'oundcd—^are you hurt? 
W^e were afarmed by the fall of a rock — ay, and yonder it lies, a 
mass of no ordinary size." 

As the Swiss maiden spoke tlifts, she approached so close to the 
verge of the preciiiice, and looked with siicli indifference into the 
gulf, that the sympathy which connects the octor and spectator upon 
such occasions brouglit back the si^ness and vertigo from which 
Arthur had just recovered, and he’^sunk back into his former more 
recumbent posture with someihiiig like a faint groan. 

“ You are then ill ? " said the maiden, who observed him turn pale 
— “ Where and what is the harm you have received ?" 

None,' gentle inaHlen, saving some bruises of little import; but 
my head turns and my heart grows sick 'when 1 see you so near the 
verge of the cliffV’ ^ ^ 

‘^Is tliat all ? " replied the Swiss maiden. — “ Know, stranger, that 
I do not stand on my uncle’s hearth wilh more security than I have 
^stood upon precipices, (corrfpared to which this is a child^s leap. You, 
too, stranger, if^ as I judge froiix the traces, you have come along 
the edge of the precipice ^hich the earth-slide hath laid bare, ought 
to be far beyond, such weakness, since surely you must be well 
entitled to call yourscH n cragsman." 

“ I might liavo csi^ded piyself so half an hour since,” answered 
Arthur ; “ but 1 think 1 shall hardly venture to a.'^jiuuic the name in 
fniure.” 

“436 not downcast,’* s^id Iiis kind adviser, ‘^for a passing qiphn, 
whicli wyi^itf times eloiuv the spiv.’t and dazzle the eycsigl»ji of the 
Ui'iivest and mosl^expt^'ionced. Itaise youi'self upon nie triuik of/h^ 
tree, auAri^ltSutfe closer to the^ rock out of which it. grows. Observe 
the placl \t^elk It is easy ftir you, when you luiyjf attaiaied the lower 
f'.WK!liarf»l|p«e projecting stem, to ;?aiu by one bolu step the solid vocK 
ufoii 1 skiutl; after which there is^no danger, or diS5o\illy 
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worthy of mention to aP youti^ man, wlioae limbst ftre whole, and 
*Vbo8e courn^ 5 *eJa aciire,” 

*^My limba are indeed sound,” replied the yoiithj “but I am 
. ^^hamed to think how much my courage is broken. Tet I will not 
^grace the interest you have taken in an unhappy wanderer, by 
listening longer to the dastardly auggcstioim of a feeling which till 
to-day Kas begn a stranger to my bosom." ^ 

The maiden looked on him anxiously, and with much interest, as 
raising himself cautiously, and moving along the trunk of the -tree, 
which lay nearly liorizoiital frQpi the rock, and seemed to bend as 
he changed his posture, the youth at length stood upright, within 
what, on level ground, had been but an extended stride to the cliff 
on which the Swiss maiden stood. But instead of being a step to be 
taken on the level and firm earth, it was one wdiich must cross a dark 
abyss, at the bottom of which a torrent surged and boiled witli in- 
credible fury. Arthur’s knees knocked against each other, his feet 
necame of lead, and seemed no lon^r at his command ; and he ex- 
perienced, in a stronger degree than ever, that unnerving influen/se 
which those who have be^n ovei'whelmed by it in a situation of like 
peril never can forget, and which others, happily strangers to its 
power, may have dimculty oven in eompreliendii^. * 

The young woman discerned his emotion, and foresaw fts probable 
consequences. As tlie only mode in her power to restore liis con- 
fidence, she sprung lightly from tlce rock to the Bteui of tlie tree, on 
which she alighted with the ease and security .of a bird, and in the 
same instant hack to the cliff ; and extending her hand to the strangely 
**My orm," she said, '‘is but ti slight bafiistrado; yet do but step 
forwwJ with resolution, and ym will find it as secure as the battle- 
ment of Borne.” But sliame now oMbrcanie fervor so .much, tluit 
A-Hhur, declining assistance which he could not have accepted witli- 
out feeling louvered in Iris own eyes, took heart of grace, and suc- 
cessfully achieved the formidable step which ^aced him’ upon the 
same cliff with his kind assistant. 

Jo sei?:c her hand and raise it to liis'iips, in affectionate token of 
gratitude and respect, was naturally Ihc youth’s first action ;«iior 
was it possible for the maiden to have juevented him from doing so, 
without assuming a degree of prudery foicjigh to her character, and 
occasioning a ceremonious debate ^ipon a nuiltcr of no great conse- 
quence, wlicre the scone of action was a jock scarce five feet long 
by throe in widtli, and which looked down upon, a torrent roaring 
some hundred feet below. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Gurie.d t>e the gold and ailrer, vrhicli persuade 
Weak man to follow far fadguinjgr trade. 

The lily* poace, outsl dues the silver storo» 

And life is dearer than the golden ore. ' 

Yet money temjtts us o*er the desert brown, 

To every distant mart and wealthy town. 

ffassan, or tfie Camel-driv^. 

Arthur Pbilipson, and Anne of Geierstein, tJiufj placed tojp^etber 
in a Bitxiatioii which broug^ht th^m into the closest possible contl^ity^ 
felt a sli^^ht dc^cc of embarrassment ; the voun^r man, doubtless, 
from the fear of being judged a polti^oon in the eyes of the niaitlen 
i)y whom he had been rescued, and the young woman, ijerliaps, ip , 
coDsetluence of the exertion slie bad made, or a senao of being' placed 
suddenly in a situation of such proximity to the youth whose life she 
liad probably saved, 

“And now, maiden,” said Arthur, “I must repair to my father. 
■I'lie life which I owe to your assistance, can scarce be calletl welcome 
to me, unl^s I am permitted to liaslen to his rc.scue.” 

Ife xvns here iiiteiTuiifed by another bugle*blast, which seemed to 
nome from the quarter in which i^he elder Philipson and Ins guide 
had been left by their young and daring companion. Arthur looked 
.in that direction ; but uic platform, which he had seen but imperfectly 
from the tree, when he. was perched fn that place of refuge, was in- 
visible from tlie rock on whicli they Row stood. 
i “ It would cost me nothing#to step back on yonder root,” said the 
young woman, “to spy from thence whetlicr I could see aught of 
your friends. But I am convincc^d they are under safer guidance 
than either yours ayninc; for tlie horn announces that my uncle, 
or some of my young kinsmen, have reached them. They are by 
this time oil their way to thc^Icierstein, to which, with your perujis- 
BioR, I will become j'our guide ; for you may be assured that my 
uncle Arnold will not allow you to pass further to-day; and wo shall 
but lose time by eudeavoiirhig to find your friends, who, situated 
where you say ybu left them, wdlL reach llhc Geierstein aooncr than 
we shall. Follow me, t!i^n, or 1 must snp])ose you weary of my 
guidance.” 

“ fcJooner suppose nW weary of the life which your guidance has 
in all probability sav<rtf ^ replied Arthur, and prepared to attend her; 
at tlie same time taking a view of* her dress aiulftersou, whfelr^^on- 
fiunod tho#atislRction he had in following such a conductor, and 
which Ve shall take the Jiberfcy to detail soraowhat more minutely 
Ihfiinie do at that«ime. 

^An upper vest^^icitj^er so close as to display the fersoii^ a luabit 
forhiddc|Lhj-^*l^^suraptuary li|^s of the canton, nor so loose as to be 
an ineuilbmn^e ia walking or climbing, ^vere^ a cl(»e tunic of a 
*diflaavafcJioloui% and came down*beneath the middle of the leg, bj^f • 
SROcr^^daljQ ankle, in all ils fine proportionstto 1>e copapjetely iisible. * 
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fofit Wfts defended % a sandal, the point of whf^cli was turned 
upwards, and tliie crossing's and knots of the strings, which secured 
it on^tlie front of the leg, were garnished with silver rings. The 
'igppCT rest \ras gathered round the middle by a sash of parti-coloured 
silk, ornamented with twisted threads of gold ; 'v^hile the tunic, open 
at toe throat, permitted the shape and exquisite whiteness of a well- 
formed Sieck be visible at the collar, and for an inch or two bc- 
xieath. The small portion of the throat and bosom thus exposed, 
was even xviore brilliantly fair than was promised by the countenance, 
which last bore some marks o€ having been freely exposed to the 
aun and air, by no means in a degree to diminish its beauty, but just 
flO far ns to show that the maiden possessed the health which is pur- 
chaaed by habits of rural exercise. Her ^ong fair hair fell down in a 

{ jrofiision of curls on each side of a face, whose blue eyes, lovely 
eaturcs, and diOTified simplicity of expression, implied at once a 
djiaracter of gentleness, and of the self-relying resolution of a mind 
Too virtuous to suspect evil, and too^nohle to fear it. Above these 
locks, beauty’s natural and most beseeming ornament — or rather, I 
should say, amongst them — was i)laccd the small bonnet, which, from 
its size, little answered the purpose of protecting the head, hut served 
to exercise the ingenuity of the fair w'earer, who had not, failed, 
according to the prevailing custom of the mountain maidens, to 
decorate the tiny cap with a lieron’s feather, and the then unusnal 
luxury of a sniail and thin chain «»^f gold, long enough to opcirclc* 
the cap four or five times, and having the ends secured under ii broad 
medal of the same costly metal.^ 

I have only to add, that the stature of the young person was some- 
thing above the common size, and that the whole contour of her 
form, without being in the slightest degree masculine,., resembled 
tliat of Minerva, rather than the proud beauties of Juno, or the 
yielding graces of Venus. The noble brow, the well-formed and 
active Innbs, the firm and yet light step — above^H, the total absence 
of anything resembling the consciousness of personal beauty, and 
thq.opcn and candid look, which scemeePdesirous of knowing nothing 
that was hidden, and conscious that slie herself had nothings to 
hide, were traits not unworthy of the goddes^ of \visdom and of 
chastity. k. 

The road which the young Englishman pursued, under the guid- 
ance of this beautiful young woman, was^iflic^ and unequal, but 
could not he termed dangerous, at least in compaidson to those pre- 
cipices over which Arlluir had reconlly pa^dr: It was, in fact, a. 
continuatioji of the path which the slip or i^ihle of earth, so often 
nienUo’lied, had inicuTupted ; and^ilthoiigh it had sustaiued danuigc 
in sfeveralf places at the period of the same eurtlf^uaka^^yet^ the’ o 
wer^ marks of these having been already, repaired in such a.rude 
manner^ made llie way sufficient' for tlie aibeessary intftrfcoprsc of a 
people sq' iudifierent as the )Swiss to smooth^or fevd pail?s. ’I h'j 
thaiden also gave Arthur to understand, that the pJ^sentriilad b)ok 
a circuit for Ipo purpose of ^gaining that on wdiich he wart liftew iravd- 
.hng'5 and that if he and his compaiHona had turned off at Jacpqrfnw 
•wncrcjtlii.'? new track unfted with the old nathwnv. ihev woSur Inu 
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escaped the da]^or which had atteuded tlieif keeping the road by tMf 
verge of the precipice. ’ 

Tlio path which they now pursued was rather averted from the 
torrent, though still within heunugr of its Kulleii thuuders, whicli 
seemed to increase as they ascended imrallel to its €001*301 till sud-. 
deiily the road, tuniiiiff short, and directang itself straigfbt upon tlie 
old castle, broug^ht them within sight of oue of the mosl 
and awful scenes of that mountainous region. ^ 

The ancient tower of Geierstein, though neither ext^slve nor 
distinguished by architectural oruammit, possessed an air of terrible 
dignity by its position 011 tlie very verge of the opposite bimk of titer 
forrent, which, just at the angle of the rock on which the ruins 
situated, falls sheer over a cascade of nearly a hundred feet li£: 
height, and then rushes down the defile, through a trough of living' 
rock, which perhaps its waves hare been deepening since time itseOl 
had a commencement. Facing, and at the same time looking down' 
upon this eternal roar of w'aters, stood the old tower, built 
to the verge of tlie precipice, thaf the buttresses witb which the archi- 
tect had strengtliened the foundation, seemed a part of the dolid Tock< 
itself, and a continuation of its perpendicular ascent. 

[JlT'Ougbout Europe in the feudal times, the principal part of &e 
ing w*as a nlftssivc square pile, the decayed summit of wbick was ren-i. 
Icrcd picturesque by flanking turrets of different siaea and lieighta/ 
^nno ronnd. some angular, some r^nous, some tolerably entity vary- 
ing tlie outline of the building, as seen against the stormy sky. 

. A projecting sallyport, descending by a flight of steps 
tower, had in former times given access to a bridge the 

?astle with that side of the atream fn whicli Arthur Pliiiipsou atiji 
!i|s fair guide now stood. Aesingle ateii, or rather one lib. of au 
tmi, con.^isVng of single stones, stiir remained, and epanned the 
river iiniiu^iatcly iu front of the w^aterfall. In former times thia 
irch had served for the support of a wooden drawbridge, of more 
convenient breadtli, und or such length and weight as most have 
l)ceu rather uiimanagable, had it not been lowered ou some solid 
"estj|ig-place. It is true the device was attended with this incoV 
renience, that even when the drawbridge was up, there remained a 
mssibility of approaching ^hc castle gate by means of this narrow 
rib of stone. But as it was not above eighteen inches broad, and 
could only admit the darirg foe wife should traverse it to a doorway, 
cegularly defended by gate and portcullis, and having flanking 
turrets and projccfioiia^rom which stones, darts, melteff lead, and 
scalding water mighW^e poured down on the soldiery who sliould 
venture to approach Geierstein by. this precarious access, thgu4;)os- 
dbility of /ucli au attempt was not considered as dimkdshing the 
security 01 uie garrison. , ^ 

^In Mie times ^vc treat o^the ca$t]p belhg entftely ruined andWis- 
inaiitled, tind the door, drawbridge, and porter^ gone, th^dilapi- 
gateway, aftd tlitf slender arch wlu<m connected the tifa aiim- 
of the streamli were used as a iBeans of cegnmunication between the 
banl^ of Aver by tlie inhabitants of the ne%hboufhood, whom 
lamiliarised ^^tli the dangerous nature of the passage 
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. Arthur Philipgon hadf in tlic mean time, like a o^ood bow when 
new strung, regained t])o elasticity of feeling and character which 
.^es^atural to him. It was iiot» indeed, with perfect composure Uiat 
he followed his guide, as she tripped lightly oyer the narrow arch, 
^^composed of rugged stones, and rendered wet and slippei^y with the 
perpetual drizzle of the mist issuing from the neighbouring cascade. 
Nor w^^ it without nuprehensioii that he found biniself performing 
tilts perilous Teat in the neighbourhood of the waterfall itself, whose 
deafening roar he could not exclude fiom his ears, though he took 
eare not to turn his head loM^rds its terrors, lest his brain should 
again be dizzied by the tumult of the waters ns they shot forward, 
i^om the precipice above, and plunged themselves into what seemed 
the fathomless gulf below. But pptwithstanding these feeling's of 
isgitation, the natural shame to show cowardice where a beautiful 
young female exhibited so much indiflTerence, and the desire to regain 
liis chameter in the e>ea of his guide, prevented Arthur from again 
giving way to the appalling feelings by which he liad been over- 
whelmed a short time before. Sfepping firmly on, yet cautiously 
supporting himself with his piked staff, ho traced the light footsteps 
of nis guide along the bridge of dread, and followed her through the 
riiined sallyport, to which tliey ascended by stairs which were equaU? 
dilapidated. a 


The gateway admitted them into a mass of ruins, formerly a sort 
of courtyard to the donjon, whid^ rose in gloomy dignity above the 
wreck oi wlmt had been works destined for external defence, or 
buildings for internal accommodation. They quickly passed througji 
these mins, over which vegetatiou had thrown a wild mantle of ivy 
and other creeping shrubs, aifd issued from tliem through the inaiu 
gate of the castle into oiie of those spots ,in w'hicli Nature often 
embosonis her sweetest charms, in the midst of districts cliiefly 
characterised by waste and desolation. 

TJie Castle, in this aspect alsoy rose cour^iderably above the neigh- * 
boiiring ground, but tlie elevatioji of the sfve, which towanis the 
tqrrent was an abrupt rock, was on this side a steep eminence, wdiicli 
had been scarped like a modern glacis, to render the building |nore . 
secure. It was nowr covered with young trfees aiid bushes, out of 
which the tower itself .seemed to rise in guined dignity. Beyond this*.* 
hanging thicket the view was of a very different diaractcr. A piece 
of ground, amounting to more tliiui a hundred acres, bcemed scooped 
out of the rocks and mt^qiitains, which? retaining the same savage 
character with the tract in wliicb the travellers Bad been tluit morn- 
ing bewildered, enclosed, and as it wore defcn^ded, a liinited space of 
a mitand fertilj character. Tjie surfabc of this little domain was 
considerably varied, but its general aspect was a gentle ^lope to the 
Bopi^h-west. 

Th^principal ocgect which i^ presenl^fl was a largechousv- com- 
ppsed ^ huge logSjgpvitljout any pretence to forp or symftnetry, but 
indicating, by the smoke which arose from ft, as liKilLas ^he extent * 
of the neigbjbouri]^ offices, and the improved and cidtiaated charac- 
ter of the fields a^und, that it was the abode, not or spjendjm^ cer- 
but of ease an4 competence. An orchard. of thmiw fruit- 
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(rroy oxteiidod to the southward of tlie dwelling** <3irovcH of walnifti 
ftixl chesnut grew in stately arrsyi and even a vineyard of tliree or? 
four acres^ showed that the cultivation of the grape was understood 
and pnictised. It is now universal in SwitzerGimi, but wiw in thosp 
early days almost exclusively confined to a few more fortunate' 
prietors, who liad the rare advantage of uniting intcliigance with 
opulent, or at least easy circumstances. 

There woi'O-^fair ranges of pasture-fields, into which the fin© race 
of cattle which constitute the pride and wealth of the Swiss moun- 
taineers, had been brought down Crom the more Alpine grazings 
where they had fed during tlie summer, to be near shelter and pnitec** 
tion when the autumnal storms might be expected. On some selected 
spots, the lamhs of the last season fed iii'inenty and security, and in 
otliers, huge trees, the natural growth of the soil, were suffered to 
remain, from motives of convenience probably, tlmt they might be 
at hand when timber wiis required for domestic use, but giving, at 
the same time,' a woodland onariicter to a scene otherwise agriciil- 
tunil. Through this mouiitain-paradis© the course of a small brook 
might be traced, now sliowung itself to the sun, which had by^lris 
4irnej[li®iT>oltetl the fogs, now intimating its course, by its genf^ slop- 
ing bauK^ clothed m some places with lofty trees, or concealing 
itself under thickets of hawthorn and nut hushes. This stream, by 
a devious and gentle course, which seemed to indicato a reluctance 
io leave this quiet region, found^ts way at length out of the soques- 
ii'rod domaiu, :an<l, like a yotrth hurrying from the gay and tranquil 
sports of boyhood into the wild eaieer of active life- finally united 
itself witJi the boisterous torrent, which, breaking' imuvn tumultu- 
ously from the mountains, shook the ancient Tower of Geierstcin, 
As it rolled dowui the adjacent rock, ami then rushed howling , 
through the defile in which our youthful traveller had w ell-nigij lost . 
his life. 

Eager as the yougigcr Philipsoii was to rejoin his father, he could 
not help pausing for a mojieiit to wonder Jio\v so much beauty 
simuld l>e round amid such sceucp of liorrur. and to look back (uAhb 
ToWor of Qcierstein, aiul on the huge clifl’ from which it derived its 
nnme, as if to a^weid:ajin, by the sight of tliese ilistinguished laud- 
marks, that he was actufflly in the neighbonrliood <»f the savage 
wild where he had encountered s# much danger and terror. Yet so 
narrow' were the linii^of this cultivated farm, tJiat ic Jiardly re- 
(piii'od such a reirosjrot to, satisfy the spectator that the spot 
susceptible of hurnau%dustry, and on whieii it seemed Uiat a con- 
siderable degree of *al)owr had been bestowed, bore a vei^'^mtill 
pro])<>rti(>n to the wilderness in winch it was j ituafed. It. was oif all 
sides sunli<wndetr by lofty hills, in some places rising info walls of 
Toc];.Jn others clothed wlh ilark and savage fttests of the nino^ind. 
the iareW ol‘*primcval afitiquitv. •Above these, from* the OTinence 
o» which the to^e^ wae situated, could beH^eon the almost Vosy hue 
in whieh^n iminonse glacier Hirew back^the sun ; and, still higher 
over the frJzew surface of that ]py sei^ aiose, iif silent dignity, the. 
palc'-j.eakif of those countless mountains, on whicli the snow ctet*- • 
i\My rbsts^ • 
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. What, we have tafeen sotao time to describe, occupied yoiuig Philip- 
only for one or two hurried miimtea ; for on a alopin^r law'n, 
,^whieb ^as in front of the faiTO-house, as the mansion mi|?ht be pro- 
jpmiy styled, he saw live or six persons^ the foremost of whom, from 
hh £rait, his drcss» and the form of his cap, he could easily distin* 
uruish as the parent whom he hardly expected at one time to have 
a^ain beheld. ^ 

He followed, therefore, his conductress with a glad step, as she 
led the way^down the steep a^ent on which the ruined tower was 
situated. They approached tlicF group whom Artlmr had noticed, 
the foremost of whicli was his father, who hastily came forward to 
meet him, in company with another person, of advanced age, and 
stature well-nigh gigantic, and who/ from his simple yet miyestic 
bearing, seemed flie worthy countryman of William Tell, Stauf- 
bneher, Winkelried, and other Swiss worthies, whose stout hearts 
and hardy arms had, in the preceding age, vindicated 
^untless hosts their ])crsonal libertyoaud the independence of their 
countiT. 

With a natural courtesy, as if to spare the father and son many 
witnesses to a mcetinjgf which must be attended with emotion, the 
Laudamman himself, in walking forward with the cldci\philipson,* 
signed to those by whom he was attended, all of whom seemed young 
men, to ri^inain behind : — They remained accordingly, examming, as 
it seemed, the guide Antonio, uponHhe adventures of the strangers. 
Anne, the conductress of Arthur Philipson, had but time to say to 
liim, Yonder old man is my dincle, Arnold Biederman, and these 
young men are rny kinsmen,’’ when the former, with the elder tra- 
veller, were close before them. The Jfiandamman, with the same 
propriety of feeling which he had before displayed, signed to his 
niece to move a little aside; yet while requiring from her an ac^ 
count of her morning's expedition, he watched the interview of the 
father and son with as much curiosity as his natural sense of com- 
plaisance permitted him to testify. it^*as of a character different 
irofei what he had expected. 

We have already described the elder Philipsoxi as a father 'de- 
votedly attached to his son, ready to rush on death when he had ex- 
pected to lose liira, and equally oveijoycd^t heart, doubtless, to see 
iiim again restored to his affections. It might have been therefore 
expected that the father and son would haa^jushed into each other's 
arms, and such probably was the senile wffih Arnold Biederman 
expected to have witnessed. ^ 

Bi^. the English traveller, in common with many of his country- 
tnefi, covered kcetf and quick feelings with much anpearance of C(»ld- 
iiess and i*eserve, and thought it a weakness to give unSmited sway 
cvel^to the iiifluence^f the most amiable and most natur^d emqJ;ionsT' 
Emiueddy handsome in youth, his countendnee, still finb m jiis more 
advanced years, had an expression which intiasatefl^i unwi]liiignc*is 
either to yield to passion qt cncoura^ confidence, ilis pace, when 
•he first behefd liis <son, had been quickened, by the natfllral wish to 
meet him ; but he slackened it as they drew near to each«4|th<K$.and 
wU^u they met, said in L tone rather of censure and iidinq^iitidn ttau 
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affection,—' iirtbur, may the saiuts*^ for^ve tlie«pain thou hast 
day ffiveu me**’ 

Amen,” said tlie youth. 1 must need pardon since 1 ha^e givett 

you pain. Believe, however, that 1 aeted for the best.” 

** It is well, Arthur, that iu acting^ for the best, according to 
forward will, you have not encountered the worst.” 

*** Tlifit I have not,** answered tlie son, with the s%me dev'cted and 
patient submission, " is owing* to this maiden,” pointing to Ajine, 
who stood at a few paces* distance, desirous perhaps of avoiding to 
.witness the reproof of the fathei't which might seem to her rather 
ill-timed and uurc«asonable. 

To the maiden my thanks shall bo rendered,” said bis father, 
when I can study how to pay them in an adequate manner ; but 
is it well or comely, think you, that you should receive from a 
maiden the succour wliicli it is your duty as a man to extend to the 
weaker sex ? ” 


Arthur held down his hegd and blushed' deeply, vriiile Arnold 
Biederman, sympathising with his feelings, stcmied forward and 
mingled in the conversation. 

, “ Never be abaslied, my young guest, tliat you have been indebted 
for aught of counsel or assistance to a maiden of UnterwaMcn. 
Know tlmt the freedom of their country owes no less to.tlie firmness 
and wisdom of her daughters than to that of her sons. — And you, 
iny elder guest, who have, I judge, seen many years, and various 
lands, must have often known examples how the strong arc saved by 
ilie help of the weak, the proud bv the aid of the humble/’ 

"I have at least learned,” said*ihe Englishman, “to debate no 
point unnecessarily with the hemtwho has kindly harboured me;” 
and afte;; one glance at hti son, which seemed to kindle writh the 
fondest affection, he resumed, as the party turned back towards the 
house, a conversation winch he Imd been maintaining with liis new 
acquaintance bcfo|^^ Artiiur and the maiden had joined tliem. 

Arthur had iu inc mean time an opportunity of observing the 
figure and features of tlidr Swiss landuu’d, wdiicli, I have already 
id'nted, exhibited a primeval simplicity mixed with a certain rude 
dignity, arising out of its masculine and unaffected character. The 
dress did not greatly differ in form from tho iuibit of the fefioale 
which wc have described. It consisted of an upper frock, Shaped 
like the modern shirt, and only open at the bosom, worn above a 
tunic or under <\,oublct. But the man’s vest was considerably shorter 
in tlie skirts, which *^d iiot*coinc lower down than the kilt of the 
Scottish Ilighlandor^ a^pecies of boots or buskins rose above Ih© 
knee, and the person was thus entirely clothed#. A bonnet mjde of 
tho furriif thc^narten, and garnished with a silver medal, was tli© 
only ])art of the dress displayetl anyilimg like orname^.; tho 

br5ad bfitnvliich gathered the garment together, was of burfl’ leather, 
,Bccurea by a l^u^e bi'ass buckle. 

Jlutlhc figtirc of Tiim w ho wore this liomeiy attire, which aeetned 
almost w^ioUy composed of ilie fleeeea^of the^mountnin sheep, and? 
the spoUs of animals of the chase, would have commanded respect . 

wearer liad presented himself especially in those wamkti^ 
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when men woto judj»:ed of according to the proraisiiiff or un- 
promising qualities of their thews and sinews. To those who looked 
$k1f Arnii^d Bioderniau in this point of view, he displayed the size and 
form, the broad shoulders and prominent muscles* of a Hercules. 
Sk" to such as looked rather at Ills countenance* the steady saga- 
cious featiares, open front* lar/ye blue eyes, and deliberate resolution 
which it expie^^sr^d* more resembled tlie character of the fabled King* 
of Qods ana Men. Ho was attended by several sons and relatives, 
young men, amonff whom he walked, receiving, as his undeniable 
due, respect and obedience, similar to that which a herd of deer are 
observed to rcmler to the monarch btng. 

While Arnold Biedermau walked and spoke with the elder stranger, 
the young men seemed clo'^ely to sciutfanse Arthur, nnd occabioually 
interrogated in whispeis Ihoir relation Anne, receiving fioin licr 
brief and impatient nnswera, wliich rather excited than appcM^tnl the 
vein of ineirimeiit in nhicli the mountaineers indulged* \eiy luudi, 
as it seenietfto the ynung Englishmaiioat the eApensc of their guest. 
To feel himself exposed to derision was not softened by the reflec- 
tion. that in such u s<»ciety^ il vrould piobably be attached to all mIio 
could not trend on the edsic of a precipice with a step as iirin and 
undismuved as if they walk< d the street of a t»ity Ihnpever nn- ' 
reasonable ndhnilo may be, it is al\i ays un pleasing to be suhjecUd 
to it, but mcne particularly is it distrcvdng to a }onng man. wheie 
beautv is a listenei. It >\as hOine<\5onimLitiou to Arthur that ho 
thought the nniulen eezUinlv did not enjoy the jesi. and seemed hy 
word and look to Jcpio>e the rudmess or her compamon*; but tbi-j 
he feared was only fiom a bcnse pf luimanitv. 

‘'Rie, loo. mu-'t despi-*e me,” ht* Ihimgbt, ^Mlumgh ci\ilil>, nn 
known tothe-.eill taught boors, has enartied hei to (oneeal .'Mmtempt 
under the gui-^e ol pity. She can but judge of me tiom that which 
she h.is seim if *-lio could Know me better (such was his pioud 
thought), &hc might pci haps rank me ipoic 

A« iJie travellois enfeit d the hiibjtaJ,iou of Ainold Bled* i man, 
they'^found pieparoiions made in a huge apaitmcut, which served 
the purpose of geiieinl .ueommodation, for a homely but jdenfcjfViil 
meal. A glance round the walls showed (he inndements of agiieul- 
f ure and the chase ; liiit the <‘yes of the eldvM* Philipson rented iit>ou 
a IcHtheru eoislct, a long heavy ludberd, *wi<l « twohaiuhd swoid, 
which were disjdayed ns a soit of tiophy. ,^Near Ihc^e, hut coveied 
with dust, unfui bished and neglected, hung a helmet, w ith a v isor, 
sneh H-» was used by knights and men at-ni’iiis/^ Hie golden garland, 
orcoionql twi'»tod around it, though sorely taiiu-^nod, indicated noble 
birthcand lauk; aiAj the cri »t, whlih was ^ vultuie of the species 
which gave name to the old ea'itle and it^ iuliarenf®<litf,#srgg(.ste<l 
vaiiottfl coni'ectiues to^lie English guest, wliv. .uquamted in a g^-eat ‘ 
measure ^itli 14 c histoiy of the SVriss lovoliviiou, mule Tittfq clouOt 
that 411 this relic he saw some trophy of tlie amiimt W'^jfaie hetwe(*u» 
,the inhabitants of these mountains aid the feudal ford v#hoiii 
thCT had of yoio appe^'tainotU 

•A summons to the hospitable boaul distuibed the liaiwtof tlie 
.EngKsh* merchant's rcflentiuns j and a laige compaBy, copipiising® 
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the whole inliahitants of every description that li^ed under Biedet^ 
man’s roof« sat down to a plentiful repast of goat’s flesli^ fish, pre- 
parations of milk of various kinds, elieeseraud^ for the nppemncss, 
the venisoti of a young chamois. Tlie Laudaniman bimseu did the 
honours of tiie table with great kindness and simplicity^ and urged 
the strangers to show, by their appetite, that they thought them- 
selves as welcome as he desired to make them. Dun ng uie repast, 
he carried on a conversation with his elder guest, while the younger 
people at table, as well as the menials, ate in modesty mid silence. 
Kre the dinner was finished, a figurS crossed on the outside of the 
large window which lighted the eating-hall, the sight of which 
seemed to occasion a lively sensation amongst such as observed it. 

Who passed?” said old Biederman to those seated opposite to 
the window. 

It is our cousin, Rudolph of DonnerhugeJ,” answered one of 
Arnold’s sons, eagerly. 

Tlie annunciation seemed t» give great pleasure to the younger 
part of the company, especially the sous of the Lamlaminaii ; while 
the head of the family only said, with a grave calm voice, — “ Your 
^iiismiiu is welcome — tell him so, and let him come hither.” 

1'wo orUliree arose for this x>urpose, as if there had been a con- 
tention nmong them who should do the honours of the house to the 
now guest. lie entered lu’cseiitly | a young man unustuilly tall, 
well-proportioned, and active, with a quantity of dark-brown locks 
curling around his face, together with mastaches of the same, or 
ralher a still darker hue. llis cap was small, considering llie quan- 
tity of his thickly clustering hair^a<iid I'lithcr might be j^aid to Imug 
ujion one side of his head tliign to cover it. llis clothes were of the 
i^nie foriA and general fa^iion as those of Arnold, but made of 
tiiiudi liner cloth, the manufacture of the Gerumn h)oin, and onia- 
mentod in a rich and fanciful manner.^ One sleeve *it' Jus vest was 
dark gy een, curious% laced uud oiubroidored with de vices in silver, 
while the rest of the garn^ml was scarkfc. IJis suoh was twisted 
aigi netted with gold, and, besides answering the purpose of a bell, 
by securing the upper garment round his waist, sustained a aiiver- 
liilted poniard, llis, finery was completed by boots, tlie tips of 
which were .so long as t<f turn upwards with a peak, after a prevail- 
ing fashion ill the Middle Age* A golden chuiu hung round hi» 
neck, and sustained a large medalliou of tlie same metal 

This young galhiui^aa instfAitly surrounded by the race of Bieder- 
inan, among whom appeared to be considered as the model upon 
which the Swiss youth aught to buikl themselves, and w}i#so gait, 
oxniiions. dress,|^nd inanuers, all ought to follow who would keep 
•pace witfi The ^a^hiou of the day, in whicli he reigued an acknow- 
ledged iwi pnrivalled oJIainple. 

B.Y two peisoiijs in tfle comxiany, tiowevci', it scqfuecl m Arthur 
I’bilipsijpn, tlnurtlns y|iung man was receded wit|i less distinguished 
murks of regard tlinn those vfith which be was hailed by the general 
voice of the /ouths present. Aynold Biedermaa himsSlf was at least 
qjVway Vtirm in welcoming the young Bernese, for such was Itoi 
.qolph's’ jjtAiutvv The young man drewflrom bis bosom a s^blcd 
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yaeket^ which he ddivercS to the Landammaii with 
of .ffrert respect, and seethed to expect Uiat Arnold, when he had 
the seal and perused the contents, >vould say soraetningr to 
^im on the svbjeeL But the patriarch only bade liim be seatw, ana 
^’a*talce of their meal, and Budolph found a place accordingly next 
?to Anuocpf Geierstein, whi(di waa yielded to him by one of the sons 
of Arnold withoready courtesy. 

It seemed also to the obserrant yoiuigr En^hsliinan^ that the new 
comer was received with marked coldness by the maiden, to whom 
he appeared ea^er and solicitoifs to pay his compliments, by wliose 
aide he had contrived to seat himself at the weil-furniKlied board, and 
to whom he seemed more anxious to recommend himself, than to 
partake of the food which it offered. He observed the gallant whisper 
her, and look towards him. Anne gave a very brief reply, but one of 
the young Biederinans, w’ho sat on his other hand, was probably 
more communicative, as the youths both laughed, and the maiden 
again seemed disconcerted, and bhislv^d with displeasure. 

Had I cither of tliesc sons of the mountain,” thought young 
Philipson, “upon sixj’ards of level greensward, if there be -so much 
flat ground in this country, mothinks I were more likely to spoil tlieii 
mirth, than to furnish food for if. It is as marvellous t^ sec .such 
conceited boors under the same roof with so courteous and amiable a 


damsel, as it would be to see one of their shaggy bears dance a riga- 
doon with a maiden like the daughter of our host. Well, I need not 
cofiicern myself more than I can help about lier beauty or tlicir breed- 
ing, since morning will 8eparat€i.,me from tliemfov ever.” 

As these reflections passed tl^ough the young guest’s mind, the 
father of tlie family called for a cub of wine, and having required the 
two stranger.s to pledge him in a maplef dip of considcraWe size, he 
sent a similar goblet to lliulolph Donnerbugcl. “ Yet you,” he said, 
“ kinsman, are used to more highly flavoured wine than the liiilf- 
ri}»cned grapes of Geierstein can supply — Woidd you think it, sir 
merchant,” lie continued, addressing Plylipson, “ there are hurgliers 
of Borne who send for wine, for their own drinking, both to France 
and Germany ? ” 

“My kinsman disajiiiroyes of that,” replied Rudolph ; “yet ovoiy 
place IS not blessed with vineyards like GliierStcin, which produces 
all that heart and eye can desire. This was said witli a glance at 
Ids fair companion, wdio did not appear to t^ke the compliment, wliiJe 
the envoy or J3erne proceeded; — “But our wealthiev burghers having 
some superfluous crowns, think it no extravrftfunce to barter them 
for a gablet of better wine than our owndiimAitains can produce. 
But JVC will be moi^ frugal when We have at our disposal tuns of llie 
wine of Burgundy, for the mere trouble of transporting tloovn.” 

“Hf>w mean yoiih^^tlmt, cousin Eudolpli^” said Arnold Bieder- 
man. 

“Methinks, fespected kinsman,” answercdctlie^Bcrneseg “your 
letters must have told you that our pict is likely fb declare 'ivar 
against Burgundy ? ^ « ® 

; .“Ah? and you know, then, the Vontcnls of my loUcraJ” saivl 
Anmld*; “another ruavkjiow times arc chancred at Bernikjihd'\vi(.0. 
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tlie Diet of Swiizcrlaiid, Wheu did all her gfrey-haircd staiesmeia 
die, that our allies should have broug^ht beardless boys into theiif 
councils?” 

“ Tlie Senate of Berne, and the Diet of the Confederacy,^* saiaihe 
yoiiii]^ man, p.artly abashed^ partly in vindication of what he had b£ 
tore spoken, allow the youu^ men to know their purpose^ since i1 
is they by wliom they must be esecated. The head, which thinks, 
may well confide in tne Irand that Strikes.” 

“ Not till the moment of dealing* tire blow, younw man,** said Arnold 
Bicdennan, sternly. What kind ofbounsellor is iie wljo talks loosely 
tlic secrets of State affairs before women and strang*ers ? . Go, Itu- 
cloljdi, and all of ye, and try by manly exercises which is best fitted to 
servo your country, rather than gfive your judgfmeiit upon her 
measures. — Hold, youn"* man,” he continued, addressing;' Arthur, who 
had arisen, “ this doqs hot api>ly to yoti, who are unused to mountain 
travel, and require rest after it.” 

“ Under your favour, sir, not so,” said the elder sti‘anger. “ Wo 
liold in I'hig^land, that the best refreshnicnt after we have been ex- 
hausted by one species of exercise, is to betake ourselves to another; 
As ridin^*, for example, affords more relief to one fatigrued by walking, 
tlian abodlof down would. So, if your young' men will permit, my 
son will Join their exercises.” 

“Ho will find tlieni.rough playmates,” answered the Switzer ; “ but 
ho it at your pleasure.” 

Tlie young men went out accordingly to the open lawn in front of 
the house. Anne of Geierstein, and>some females of the houseliold, 
sat down on a hank to judge whicjli licrformed best ; and shouts, loud 
Ijiughing, and all that annoii|;ces the riot of juvenile spirits oeciqiied 
by manly Sports, v;ere soon after heard by the two seniors, as tliey 
sat together in theliall. The master of the' house rosuraod the wine- 
flask, and having fiUed the cup of his guest, poured the remainder 
into ills oivn. 

“At an age, worthy stranger,” he said, ** when the blood grows 
colder, and the feelings heavier, a moderate cup of wine brings hack 
li^it thoughts, and nwikes the limbs supple. Yet, I alino.-t wish 
tliiit Noah had never jilautod the grape, when of late years I have 
seen with my ow'u eyes in J'’ countrymen swill wine like very Germans, 
fill they were likc goiged swiii^, incapable of sense, thonghfc, or 
motion.” 

“Tt is a vice,” said .Jjie Englishman, ‘‘which I Iiave observed gains 
ground in your coiin/uy, where within a century I have heard it was 
totally unknown.” ’ ' ^ o 

“It was so,” sftid the Swiss, “for wine was selAom made at Iwme, 
and nev?i^ imported from abroad; for indeed none nosscs«ecl the 
rncaiiR Q4i)urcliasing that, or aught else, whicR our valleys ])ia^luce 
not. B*it our wars aiur^our victories Imve gained u^ \veal#t as well 
ifs f;itno| and ^ the f)oor thoughts of oifc Switzer at least, we hail 
been better without both, hadhwe not nlsj gained liberty by the same 
exertion. It fe something, howqyer, that commtn'ce mfty occasionally 
send inioA>ur remote mountains a sensible visitor like yourself, wer-^ 
tnv guesfi.whoisfc discourife shows him to a man of^sa/racitVYuid 
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4l8^emn^^t; for lltoug'h I love not the increasing^ taste for trinkets 
gewg^ews whidi you merchants introduce^ yet 1 acknowled^ 
tbat we Bimplo inountaineers learn from men like you more of the 
^rld around us, than we could acquire by our Ofwn exertions. You 
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leaguer^" . 

I am so, nfy worthy host,*’ said the, merchant j; ‘^.that is, provid- 
ing I can preform my journey with safety.^’ 

^ Your safety, good friend, may be assured, if you list to tarry for 
two 01 ^ three days ; for in that afiace 1 shall myself take the journey* 
and with such an escort as will prevent any risk of danger. You 
will find in me a sure and faithful guide, and 1 shall learn from you 
much of other countries which it concerns me to know better than I 
do. Is it a bargain r ” 

“ The proposal is too mucli to iny tulvaniage to be refused#” said 
the Englishman ; may 1 ask tile purpose of your journey 

chili yonder boy but ilow,” auswtjred Jlietlermaii, “ for speaking 
Dll public affairs witlioiit retleetion, and before the whole family ; but 
onr tidings and my errand need not be concealed from a consider- 
ate person like you, you must indeed soon learn it from publi^’ 
rumour. Yon know doubtless the mutual hatred which scabbists be- 
tween Louis XI. of France, and Clmries of lUirgundy, whom nj(*n call 
tlie Bold; and having seen these countries, as I understand from 
your formet' discourse, you are probably well aware of the various 
contending interests^ wliich, besides the personal hatred of the sove- 
reigns, make lliem irreconcilaWc enemies. Kow I^ouis, whom tlie 
world eannot match for craft ami ^ubtlely, is using all his iniluouec, 
by distributions of large sums amongst ^mic of the eouusi Hors of our 
neigJiboiirs of Bei’ne, bypouringti'ensures into the exclieqnor of that 
state itself, hy liolding out the bait of emolument to theokl men, and 
encouraging the violence of the young, to urge the Bernese into a 
war w'ith the Duke. Ciisirles^ on the other haiiA is acting, as he fre- 
quently does, exactly a.b Louis could ha#'c wished. Our ueighlu)ur» 
antfiillies of Berne do not, like us of the Forest Cantons/conf^ne 
themselves to pasture or agriculture, but carrj^ on considerable com- 
merce, which the Duke of Burgundy has in various instances inter- 
rujjted, by the exactions and violence of his officers in the frontier 
towns, as is iloiibtie.ss well kuowui t« you.” 

Unquestionably,” answered the mercliant; “ they are universally 
•egiirded a.s vexatious.” 

‘‘You w'jJl not then be surprised tliat, sfdvjjcd by the one sove- 
‘eign, afjd aggrieved by the other^ proud <5f past victories, and aui- 
iltifhis of additioiuTi power, Berne and tlnj City Cjiigons of our Con- 
ederacy, whose rejiresentat ives, from fcla-ir superior u ealtlfifiul better, 
dncf..:;ioij, have morcto say iif our J>iet tinni**ve of the hWe^/ sKmld 
e bent upon war, from wfiidi it lias hitherto hajqjened that^llie Uii- 
iiibjic ha^ always derived victory, wealili, and^nci'eiH^ie of* 

Ay, worthy Jiost, and of,glnry^” saffi PJjilipson, int^'miUng l»im 
rith some enrnusiasfii ; " 1 wonaer uot that the brave ^outns of yotir 
feUes are, willing to tliruat themselveB upon new wars, blnco. tlajir 
asfy^ictorics'have been §o brilliant and so far-famedM 
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You are no wise mercliant. kind guest/' answered the host, ii 
you regard success in former desperate undertakings as an encour- 
ragement to future rashness, llet us make a better use of^>ast 
•victories. When we fought for our liberties God blessed our arms : 
but will he do so if we fight either tor aggrandizement or for tlu 
gold of France?^* 

‘‘Your doubt is just,” said the merchant, more sedately; ‘‘bui 
suppose you draw the sword to put an end to the vexatious exactions 
of Burgundy ? ” 

“ Here me, good friend/’ answered ^he Switzer; ** it may be tliai 
^we of the Forest Cantons think too little of those matters of trade 
which so much engross the attention of the burghers of Berne. Yel 
we will not desert our neighbours and allies in a just quarrel ; and 
it is well-nigh settled that a deputation shall be sent to the Duke oi 
Burgundy to request redress. In this embassy the G(meral Diei 
^iiow assembled at Berne have requested that I siiould take some 
^sliare; and hence the journey ia which! propose that you sbouk 
Accompany me.” 

“It will be much* to my satisfaction to traTvel in your company 
wc'thy host/’ said the Englishman. “ But, as I am a true man, me* 
flifuks youriport and figure resemble an envoy of defiance rathei 
thiui a laessciiger of j>eace.” 

“ And I too might rcidied the Switzer, “ that your language 
and sentiments, my liououred gues?, rUther belong to the sword thar 
the measuring wand.” 

“ I was bred to die sword, worthy sis, before I took the (doth yari 
in my hand/’ replied I’hilipson, stailiug, “ siml it may be 1 aiii t>til 
nicu’c partial to iny old trade than wisdom W'ouid ultogetlicr recoin 
pneud.” . ^ • 

S ‘*1 thought so,” said Arnold; “but then you fought most likel; 
kiiider your country’s banners agaitist a foreign and uati<mal enemy 
Lud in that ease 1 will jffiinit tliat warhas somelliingiii it which elevat V 
SLlie heart above the due sense it should entei Uuu of the ealuuiiiy in 
||icted and endured by God’s creatures ou eacli side. 15ut the Wi?l 
:are*in which I was engaged had no such gilding*. It was th 
jhiserable war of Zurichj W'here Switzers levelled their pikes agaiiitj 
he bosoms of their own cAinlryinen ; and quarter w'as asked aH' 
•efused in the same kindly ^nuuntam language, h’rom such remeni- 
jrances, your warlike recollections are probably free.” 

The merchant hung ijpwii his head and pressed ins forelieud with 
&is Jiand, as one to wTiouT tlie most painful thouirhts were sudden! v 

i ^ecalle,!. 

“ AJas!” he saij^ “I de,^ervo to Tell the pain 'vJliicli your w'Oi'f!^ 
nflict, Wlft# nation can know the woes of England that liiu not 
eh tiuim —j yliut eye can estimate them which Inis not seen 
orn and bleoding with tlnf strife of iwo desperate factions : wHics 
?ought in ^very jiirt)viii«e ; ]dauis heaped \tilh slain, and scaffolds 
^renched m hlood ? Even in y#ur quiet valleys, melhinks, you may 
heard or Civil Wars of Eqgiand ?” . 

*^lAlo,iri(teed bethink me,” said the Switzer, “that EuglaiuKlnql* 
stSier Pdssiessioxik in Prance dnrinsr manv viara of blooilv nthTTwl* 
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rwars coiiceruiDg' colour of a rose— was ifc not ? — But these are 

'**Bor the presoiit/* answered PhHipsan, “ it would seem so.*’ 

As he spoke, i^iere was a knock at tlie door ; the master of the 
4?ouse said, ** Come in ; ” the door opened, and, with the reverence 
which was expected from youn^ persons towards their elders in those 
pas torn regmns, the fine form of Anne of Geiersteiu presented 
itself 


CHAPTER IV. 

And now tlic weH-known bow the mQjilcr hai*o. 

Turn'll on nil fiides, and viewed it o'er nnd oVr ; 

Whilet somo deridinj;^ How he turns the bow 
Some otlier like it sure the man must know : 

Or elite would coi)y — or in oows he deals ; 

Perhaps he makes them, or jierhnps ho steals." 

Pora's Homer's Odyssey, 

Thb fair maiden approached with the half-bashful, bgU-importdht; 
look which sits so well on a yoiingf housekeeper, when me is at oneo 
proud and asliained of the matronly duties she is called uiion to dis* 
char^^e, and whispered sometliin<^Un her uncle’s ear. 

And could not the idle pated hoys have brou^jht their own errand 
— what is it they want thatifliey cannot ask themselves, but must 
send thee to beg* it for theniy Had it lieen anything* reasonable, 1 
siiould have hoard it dinned iiit6 iny ears by forty voices, so modest 
are mir Swiss youths become nowadays.” She stooped*forward, and 
ag'nin wliispercd in Iiis ear, as lie foiiSly stroked her curling* tresses 
witli his an)])le hand, and replied, “ The bow of Buttisholz, my dear? 
why the youths surely are not grown stronger since last* year, wheii 
none of them could bend it? But ^yonder it hangs with its three 
arrows. Wlio is the wise champion that is challenger at a game 
where he is sure to be foiled?” 

“ It is tills gentleman’s son, air,” said the maiden, “ who, not being 
able to oontend with my cousins in ntnnihg, leaping, hurling the' 
bar, or pitching the stone, has challenged them to ride, or to shoot 
with the English long-bow.” 

"To ride,” said the venerable Swiss, " were difficult, where there 
ore no horses, and no level ground to erffeer upon if there were., 
But wi English bow he shall have, since we liappeii to possess one. 
Vakc it to the yftung men, mj diece, with the tnree arrows, and say- 
to them from me, that he who bends it will do %^iore«Lhim William 
Te^l, or the renowHed Stavflmcher, eoulckbave done.” ,, 

Ai*Jhe mqiden went to take^he wetipt^u from the plaie whore it 
hung amid the giymp "of arms whicli Plialipsdn# had mrmerly re* 
marked, the English m^rcliaut oboerved, "tnat\?erc tire minstrels' 
of hi.s land«to assign hey occupation, so fair a maiden HUorJd be bow- 
bearer to none but the little blind god Cupid.” a 

\ " I will have nothing of the blind god Cupid,” said AiaiehT, lui-tilyi 
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yet half-laug’hing at the Fame tiinej; "we tfare bcim deafened with 
tlie foolery of minstrels and stt^olUng minnesingers, ever since the 
Avandering knaves have found there were p^lo0. to be gathered 
&inong us. A Swiss maiden should only sfug Albert Ischudi’s 
;T)allads, or the merry lay of the going out and return of the nows, to 
;'And from the mountain pastures. ' o 

While he spokc^ the damsel had selected from the ams a now of 
extraordinary strength, considerably above six fcelr in length, witii 
three shafts of a cloth-yard long. Philipson asked to low at the 
;;weapons, and examined them closely. ^ “ it is a tough pie^ of yew/^ 
\e said. “ I should knoi^ it, since I have dealt in such commodities 
in my time ; but when 1 was o^^ Arthur’s age, I could hdve bent it as 
easily as a boy bends a willow.*’ 

“We are too old to boast like boys ” said Arnold Biedermaii, with 
something of a reproving glance at bis companion. Carry the bow 
to iliY kitismcn, Anne, and let him, who can bend it, say he can beat 
Arnold Biedertnau.” be spoke, he turned his eyes on the spare, 
vet muscular iigxire of the JSnglishman, then again glanced down ou 
his own stately person. ^ 

adfeYou must remember, good my host,” said Philipson, "that 
Wesipons ari^wielded not by strengtl), but by art and slight of hand. 
Wliat most I wonder at 'is to see in tins place a bow made by 
Matthew of iJoncasLer. a bowyer who lived at least a hundred years 
ago, remarkable for ihe great <^oughuess and strength of tlio 
.weapons which he made, and which are now become somewhat 
unmauageable, even by an English yeoman.” 

i “How are you assured of the uiiycer’s name, wortliy guest?” 
Replied the Swiss. ^ 

J liy old Matthew's mark,” Hinswercd the Englishman, " and bis 
als cut upon the bow, I wmider not a little to find such a 
pon here, and in such good preservation.” 

It has been regulfyly waxed, oiled, and kept in good order,” 
said the Liindamman, ♦‘being preserved as a trophy of a memor- 
able day. It would but grieve*you to recount its early history, sin *20 
-it wm takdn in a day ftital to your country,” 

“ My counti 7 ,” said tlic Engltslmiau, composedly, has gained so 
bnany victories, that hci:*chiWren may well ahbrd to hear of a single 
defeat. But I knew not that tlie English ever warred in Switzerland.” 

” Not precisely os a nation,” answered Biederman ; but it wsis in 
my graudsirc's days, that a large body of roving soldiers, composed 
of men from almost alf '^ouiitries, but especially Englishmen, Nor- 
mans, and Gascons, p(jb?ed«4own ou the Argau, and tlie districts ad- 
jacent. They 'wei-e beaded by a giH^at warrior cafiied Ingelram 
Couci, who^prctcifSed some claims upon the Dul^of Austria; to 
birtisfy which, he rt^agec^ indiffereniJy Austrian territory, 
that or 3^ Oonfederacy.« His soldiers w'ere hired warriorsp^ffree 
'Companions Xhev sailed themselves— 4hat seemed to belong to no 
;Country, and weib as brave in the fight as they were^ cruel in tlieir 
^epredatianf. Some pause in tue constant wars ljptwixt»France and 
ISnglaiid hod deprived many of thdse bands of their ordinary employ; 
■neat. aVid battlo 4)atiirr their element., thev came to seek among 
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our y^leys* The fl»r nebniecVou fire witli the blnssc of their armour, 
and the very butj wus darkcuod at the flight of their arrows. They 
didfis much evil, and we suHtaine<l the loss uf more tlmn one battle. 
But wo met them at Buttibholz, and mingled the blood of snany a* 
Hder (noble, as (hoy were called and esteemed) with that of their 
horsey Tlie hu^fe mound that eo vers the bones «)f man and stced^ is 
still called ttjip Euffliah BaiTow.” 

FhiUpsou Was silent for a minute or two, and then replied, “Then 
let them sleep in peace. If they did wrong*, they paifi for it with 
their lives ; and that is all the ransom that mortal man can render for 
his trauBgressions — Heaven pardon their sdPls I ” 

Amelia’' replied the Ijandamman, “ and those of all brave men ! — 
My OTaudsire was at the battle, and was held to have demeaned hinv 
seif like a good soldier; and this bow has been ever since cm ef ally 
preserved in oiir family. There is a prophecy about it, but 1 hold it 
not worthy of remark.^’ 

Philipsoii was about to enquire .farllier, but was interrupted by a 
lond cry of surprise and a^tonislnnent from without. 

“ I must out, said Biederinnn, ‘‘and see wdiat these wild Lids aie 
doing. It is not now as formerly in this Lind, ulien the yov^ 
dared not judi;e for themselves, till the old man’s roU*e had bdem 
henid.*’ 

He went forth from the lodge, followed by his ig^uest The com- 
paii> ^^ho h.id A^itnessod the games were nil talking, shouting, and 
disfluling in the sunt‘ breath; while Arthur Flnlipson stood a little 
npnrt from the ro^t, leaning on the unbent bow with apparent iudif- 
ferenec. At (he siglif of the f^andainman all were silenf. • 

“ Wluif mean** this unwonted Clamour he said, raisiiii; a voice to 
whioli all woie ae<*ustomed to lifetetfuith renerence.-*- “ Iludiger,” 
addressing t )]0 eldebfc of hia sons, "has (lie young stranger bent the 
how P 

lit* has. father,'* waJd Tludiger ; ‘'and ho htri hit the mark. Three 
sufdi ‘allots were luver diol b} William Tell.” 

t" It was ehnnee— June ehaiioe,” said the young Swiss from Borne, 
“No human skill could have done it, much leas a puny lad, l>atlK*d in 
all beside*^ that he attempted among us.” 

“But what has been doner*’ haul (be f^aifdammau. — “Nay, speak* 
not all at once !— Amie of Oeierslein, thou hast more sense and breed- 
ing than tliesc hoys - tell me how the gaijae has gone ?** The maiden 
seetoed a little confused at tliis appeal ; hut answei'ed with a emuposed 
and downcast look,— 

“ The mark was, as usual, a pigeon to f\ p^R. All the young men, 
oaifept tlm stran^^r,had practise<l at it wdth the cross-bow and long- 
bow, without hitjbiig it. \^cn I brought out tho®bow e^Butti*holz, 
I ojforod it first To eny kinsmen. None waould #ccept of at *'«ving, 
re«p<k'‘?d uncle, tluit a task too g^reat for ymu, must be far difficult 
for them.” • 

* “They said well,” answered Arnold Biedoriuan ;’“aiid 'the stran- 
,ger, did he Jtring iUo bow? ” 

. , “ He did,vriy unele ; but first lie wtote something on a piece of papei* 
fnd placed it in my hapds.” 
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And did he ahoot and hit the mark ? ’’•continued the surprised 
Switeer. ' 

^ ‘*He first,” said the maiden, "remoTed the poje a hundred xards 
iTarther than the post where it stood/’ • 

/ SitigpLilar ! ’’ said the Landamman, tliat is double the. usual dis* 
tance.” ^ ^ \ ^ * 

^‘lle then drew the bow,” continued the naaid^i '^afld shot 
off, one after another, with incredible rapidity, the ^bree arrows 
which he had stuck into his belt* The first cleft the pole, the 
second cut the string, the third killed ^he poor bird as it rose into tto 
air*” 

Saint Maiy of Bin^cdlen,” said the old man, looking up in 
lamazc, “if your /eyes reaOy saw this, they saw such arcliery as wa^. 
never before witnessed in the Forest States ! ” 

“ I aay uaj to that, my revered kinsman,” replied Rudolph Don-, 
iicrhugel, whose vejzation was apparent ; it was mere chance, if not 
illusion or witchery*” 

“ What say’st thou of it thyself, Arthur,” said his father, half smil- 
ing ; “ was thy success by chance or skill ? ” 

^‘My father,” said, the young man, “I need not tell you tliat 1 have 
done Imt at^ordinary feat for an English howman. Nor do I speak 
to gratify that raisproud and ignorant young man. But to our worthy 
liok and his family, 1 make answer. This youth charges me witii 
having deluded men’s %yes, or hitAh^ mark by chance. For illusion 
yonder is the pierced pole, the severed string, and the slain bird, they 
will endure sight and handling ; and besitles, if that fair maiden wifi 
opch the note which 1 nut into her haftd, she will find evidence to as- 
sure you, tliat even before I drewtbe boW, I had fixed upon the tlirce 
mhrks which I designed to ainc at.” 

j Produce* the scroll, good niece,” said her micle, “ and end the 
<jDntrovcrsy.” 

“Nay, imder your^^avour, my worthy host,” said Arthur, “it is 
but some foolish rhyioes addressed to the inaiden's tiwn eye.” 

“ And under your favour, sif,” said the Landaiumau, “ whatsoeincr 
is fife for my niece’s eyes may greet my ears.” 

He took the scroll from the maiden, who blushed deeply when she 
resigned it. The cbjaractig in which it was written was so fine, 
that tlie Iiandaminan in surprise, exclaimed, “ No clerk of St Gall 
could have written more fairly. — Sfti-auge,” he again repeated, “ that 


a hand wliich could^di-aw s<f true a bow, should have the cunning to 
form diaracicrs so*faiAi{ Ho then exclaimed anew, “Hal verses, 
by Our Lady! What^Hiaje wre minstrels disguised as tra<l*^r8?” 
He then opened tiie scroll, and read the following lines : — 


“HerQ^«ai;p rhyming, my ^orUiy guest,” said the l^andatnman, 
disking head ; ^^fine words to make foolish maidens fain* But 
do 41 ‘ot •c^scuse it; it is your country *fashioi^ and we know how to* 


[f T hit mast, and line, and bird. 

Itn ISn^lish archer kcep8«liiia word/ 
all ! iwaideu, didsgtliou aim at me, 
d. Bgiglc glance were worth tfee three. 

1 «{U;p rhyming, my eortiiy cfuest said 
a bead : words to maSe foolisb mi 
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treat it aa sucli.” AndVitlioot farther allusion to the concludinj? 
c»aiilet, the reading: of which threw the poet as well os the object of 
the jerses into some disoomiio8are» be added gravely, “ You mu»t 
new allow, Rudolph Donnerbugel, that the stranger has fairly at* . 

f)%iEk f1iv*iaA inavl^B wltiaata Ka livmuAH* ’’ 
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be doubted, if there are such things ns witchery and magic iu this 
world." 

“ Shame, shame, Rudolph!” said the Landammau: “can spleen- 
and envy have weight with, so brave a man as yon, from whom my 
sons ought to learn temperance, forbearnnec, and. candour, oavcU' 
us manly courage and dexterity ? ” 

The Bernese coloured high under this rebuke, to wliich he veu-* 
tnred not to attempt a reply. 

u tib sunset, my cliildren,” continued Arnold ; 

while I and my worthy friend occupy our time with a walk, for 
‘Wiiicli the evening is now favourabfe.*' 

* Methinks,” said the English merchant, “ I sliould like to visit the 
rmns of yonder castle, situated by tlie waterfall. There is somethijHc 
of melanchply dignity in such a scene which reconciles us to luc 
misfortunes of our own time, by showing that our ailccstors, who 
were perhaps more intelligent or more powerful, have nevertheless, 
«i their days, encountered cares gjid distresscB similar to those which 
wo now groan under.” 

“Have with you, my worthy sir,” replied his host ; “there wOl bo 

“ tilings that you sliould know.” 

The slow step of tho two ‘blderly men carried them by degrees 
from the limits of tho lawn, where shmt, and laugh, and halloo, were 
a^iu revived. Young Philipson, whose succcks as an archer had 
obliterated, nil recollection of former failure, made other attempts' 
to mingle iii the manly pastimes of the couiifry, and gained a con- 
siderable portion of applause. Tho young men who had but lately 
D^n so ready to join in ridiculing hlin, now began to oonsider him 
to a Ml sun to be looked up and appealed to; wlmc Rudolph Dorner- 
iiugcl saw wuh resentment that he was no longer without a rival iu 
the opinion of his male cousins, perhaps of his kinswoman also. Tho- 
prou^tt young Swiss reflected witli bitterness that be bad flillen under 
the Jiandammau’s displeasure, declined in repiitariou with his coni- 
paiiione, of whom he had been hitherto the leader, and oven hazarded 
a more mortifying disappointment, all, as hiif i. welling heart expressed 
u, tlirough the means of a stronger stripluig, of neither blood nor 
irae,'Vrho could ^ot step from oaie rock to another without the en- 
eduragement of a girL o 

this irritated piped, he drew near the yougg Rngli^iman, and 
address himem tho chHnceJWF the spo.iy, which 
were still pifoceediug, he conveyed, in a whisppr, matter of a far < 
diflTerent tendency. Striking Arthur's slfeulderowith Hhe frank 
blnntncM oj a mountaineer, he siud'&loud ; “ Yonder bodt.r^ Ernest 
whistled through ue air like a falcon when she stoops Siown the 
kpad . . And then proceeded in a deep low voice,, “ Yon' merebanta , 
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Bell gloves — do you eror deal iu Buigle^gauutlatB, or only in 
pairs 1 

I sell no siiiele jgflove/' said Artlit^ instantly approticndinig^ Idtn, 
and sufficient!/ disposed to resent the scornful k>oks of the Bernese 
ichampion during: the time of their meal» and his havina: but klely im- 
puted his successful shooting to clianee or sorcery»--^I sell no single 
glove, sir, but never refuse to exchange one ” . • . 

You are apt, 1 see,” saidKudolph, ^^look at the jplayers wltile l 
speak, or our purpose will be suspected — ^Tou are quickie, X say, of 
^prcliensioii than I expected. If vae exchange our gloves, now 
sBal^ach redeem his own?*' 

** With our good swords," said Arthur Phihpson. 

In armour, or as we stand ? ” 

" Even as we stand," said Arthur. ** I have no better garment of 
proof than this doublet — no other weapon than iny sword; aud 
these, Sir Switzerj I hold enough for the purpose. — ^Name time and 
place." 

. The old castle-court at Qeierstein," replied Rudolph ; ** the time 
sunrise ; — ^but wc are watched. — have lost my wager, stranger," he 
addf^'d, speaking aloud, and in an indifferent tone of voice^ ^ since 
IJlfick has njade aeast beyond Ernest. — There is iny glove, in token 
1 shall not forget the flask of wine." 

‘‘And there is mine,” said Arthur, “in token I will drink it with 
you merrily." • 

Tliua^ amid the peaceful tliougli rough sports of their compan- 
ions, did these two hot-headed youths contrive to indulge their 
liostilc inclinations towards each otifbr, by settling a meeting of 
deadly purpose. 


CHAPTER V. 

- 1 wan one 

Who lovod the ^’cenwood bank and lowing herd. 

Tile rusewt nrijso, the lowly peasant's life, 

Season'd with sw^ content, more than Uio halLt 
Where n^vellers frast to fever-hoight. llolieve me. 

There no'or was poison xul^i^d in maple bowl. 

Anotii/mous. 

Ljsavino the young Arsons engaged with tbeir snorts, the Ijau-^ 
dammau of Uuterwaktefl a)^d the elder Philipson walked on m com- 
pany, conversing chiefly on the political relation^ of PrauceS Bng- 
liind, and HiirguifQy, until the conversation was changed as tlTey 
entered the gate oj^hc old casUe-yard^of Gei§rstein, where arose 
the loiIClQ^and disinantlcg keep, smTounded by the ruins o^00llli&r 
buddings!^ 

“ This lias bcc*i a proud and strong l\abitaiio 4 in its time,” said 
Philipsos^ • ^ , m • 

“ They vierc a proud and powerful race who lield it,” replied tlio 
LjifuftihTMivV' “•The Counts of Ocierstciii haA^e a histo/y whijfl/ 
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rtaxm to tbo iimA of tlio old H6lTetiatiS5 and their deede me 
Sr^Eoirted to hare in|tf»;hed their But all earthlr graodoor 

Itfl&an end, and free men tread the ruina of their feudal at 

the most distant si^^ht of rrhose turrets serfs were formerly obiijired 
to vail their bonnets, if timy would escape the chastisement of con-/ 
tumscions rebels.” " ^ ^ 

*^l?ol^rYe," a^d the jmercbant, ** engraved on a stone under 
yonder tunraii the dresL I conceive, of the last family, a vulture, 
perched oti a.rock, descriptive, doubuess, of the word Geierstein;” 

“ It is tha ahdenteogniisanee of the family,” replied Arnold Bieder-- 
man, ^*and, as you say, exm-esses the name of the castle, beiiur ihe 4 
same with that of the knights who so long held it*” 

. I also remarked in your hall,” continued the merchant, ** a helrab;" 
bearing the same crest or cognisance. It is, I suppos^ a trophy of 
the triumph of the Swiss peasants over the nobles of Geierstein, as 
tlie EngUahbow is preserved in remembrance of the battle of Buttis- 

“ And you, fair sir,” replied tbe T/andamman, ” would, I perceive, . 
from the prejudices of your education, regard the one victory with 
as unpleasant feelings as the other ? — Strange, that the venera^’’ 
for rank should be rooted even in tlio minds oi those ^lio have- no 
claim to share it ! But clear up your downcast- brows, my worthy 
guest, and be assured that, though many a proud baron^s castle, . 
when Switzerland threw off theibonds of Midal slavery, was plun- 
dered and destroyed l>y the just vengeance of an incensed people, 
such was not tlie lot of Geierstein. The blood of the old nossessors 
of these towers still flows in 'the veins of him by whom tnesc lands 
Are occupied.” • c 

” What am 1 to understand by that^^Sir Landammau ? ” said Philip- 
son. ” Are not you yourself the occupant of this place ? ” 

And yon think, probably,” answered Arnold, “ because I live like , 
the other shepherds, wear homespuu-grey, an^ hold the plough with 
my own hands, I connot be descended from a line of ancient nobility ? 

laud holds many such gentle peasants, »Sir Merchant ; nor is 
there a more ancient nobility than that of wliicli the remains ar/c to* 
be found in my native country. But they have voluntarily resigned 
the oppressive part of their feudal pogirer,* and are no longer re-*' 
garded as wolves amount the flock, but as sagacious mastiffs, who 
attend the sheep in time of peifce, and are prompt in their defence 
ivhen war threatens our community.” ^ 

“ But,” repeated the merchant, who could^^not yet reconcile him- 
self to the idea that his plain and peasant-Sscieming host was a man 
of distinguished ^lirth, *‘you bear not the name, worthy sir, of your 
fathers— They were, you sny, the Counts of OcierstJ'in, and you 

‘^stffliold Biederman, at your command, ^answered tlicIfflaS^strate. 

** But^now,-^“if the knowledge can make jpu suji^with ifiore sense ' 
of dignity or comfort,— I need but gut on yonder^bld helmet, or, if 
tliat were tgo much trouble, I have only to stick a faloor*r feather 
into my cap, and call myself Arnold, Count of Geierstein. " No man 
ijs^iuld gejinsay me-— though whether it would become my^Iiord Cb-cmt 
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to drive his buUorics to the pasture^ ai^d whether liis Excellency tb# 
High and Well-born could, without deromtion. sow a field or reap 
it, are Questions which should be settled beforehand. I see ytu are 
confounded, my respected guest, at my degeneracy ; but the state 
of my family is very soon explained. 

My lordly fathers ruled this same d^mam of OeiersteiUi wMcn in 
their time was very extensive, much after the mode of feudal barons 
— that is, they were sometimes the protectors and patrons, but 
oftoner the oppressors of their snUects. But when my grandfather, 
Heinrich of Geierstein, flourished, Hb not only joined me Confede- 
ri^ to repel Ingleram de Couci and his roving bands, as I already 
tolu jyou, but when the wars with Austria were renewed, and many 
of Ills degree joined with the host of the Emperor Leopold, my an- 
cestor adopted the opposite side, fought in front of the Confede- 
rates, and contributed by his skill and valour to the decisive victory 
at 8empach, iu which Leopold lost his life, and the flowc»r of Aus- 
trian chivalry fell around liima My father, Count Williewald, fol- 
lowed the sanK' course, both from inclinalfoii and policy. He united 
himself closely with tlie state of Unterwalden, became a citizen of 
idle Confederacy, and distinguished himself so mindi, that he was 
chosen I^aiidaTninan of the Kepubltc. He had two sons, — myself 
and a younger brother, Albert ; and i)OHseKsed, as he felt liiTnheJf, of 
a species of double cj^aracler, lie was desirous, perhaps nnwlseh’ (if 
1 may censure the purpose of a^eceased parent), that one of his 
Boiis should succeed him in his Lordship of Ceierstein, and the other 
support the le<*s ostentatious, thougli»not in my thought honour- 
able condition, of a free citiKcu of Uatcrw.ilden, possc-><ing such in- 
fluence ainoug his equals in Cfintoii as might bo aecinired by his 
^tiler’s merits and his own. When Albert was twelve years old, 
our father took us on a short excursion to Germany, where the 
form, pomp, and magnificence which we witnessed, maae a very dif- 
terent impression ouillie rain<l of my brother and on my'’owii. What 
app<*ared to Albert the consupunation of earthly splendour, seenied 
to me a weary dis])lay of tiresome and useless ceremonials. Our 
fatiter explained Ins purpose, and offered to me, us liis eldest sou, 
the large <*state belonging to Geier.stein, reserving such a ]>ortion 
of the most fertile groiiuSl as might make my brother one of the 
wealthiest citizens in a di strict wh^e eompcteuce is esteemed wealth. 
The tears gushed from Aihert’s eves—* And must in}' brother,’ he 
saicL ‘bo a noble CougL honoured* and followed by vassals and at^ 
tondants, and 1 a homeijpun peasant among tlic grcy-bcurdcd shep- 
herds of Unterwaldeift — No, father — L respect your will — ^but 1 will 
not HoiTifice my own rights. OeieHtein is a fier ifeld of the empti'c, 
and the la wis* entitle me to my equal half of the lands. If iny brother 
bh Coq])^of Qcierstein, lam not the less Coimi Albert of G^er- 
^tein i au^ I will appeal to the Eifiberor, rather than^hat tiro arbt 
tnn^/willaof one Ance*etor, though he be Iny father, shall cancel in. 
me the rank ana rights which I nave derived from a hundred/ My 
father vffil ^efctly incensed. ‘Go,’ ho said, ‘iWoud bby, give the. 
enemy of thy country a pretext to interfere in her afiViirs — to- 
tljfwlllpf ofoiplgn prince from the pleasure of thyfiattfer. * jfo,, 
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hit Iwk tne in the feeei cuid dread my cterind maledie- 

1^11 i * Albert was about to reply with vehemence, when I entreated 
li(kn ^ be bilent, and hear me speak. I had, 1 said, all my life loved 
the tnouutaia better thdn the. pfain ; had beeu more pleased to walk 
than to ride : more proud to contend witli sbeplierds in their sports, 
than wXh nobles in the lists ; and hammier in the villag^e dance than 
atnon^ tiie feasts of the German nolms. * Let me, therefore,’ 1 
said, * be a citizen of the republic of Upterwaldeu ; you will relieve 
mo of a thousand cares; ana my brotfier Albert wear the coronet 
and bear the honours of Geierstein/ After some farther discussion, 
my father was at length contented to adopt my proposal, in ord^ to 
atfein the olnect whidi he had so much at heart. Albert was de^ 
dared heir of his castle and his rank, by flie title of Count Albert of' 
Geierstein ; and 1 was placed in possession of these fields and fertile 
meadows amidst which my house is situated, and my neighbours 
called me Arnold Biederman.” 

" And if Biederman,” said .the merchant, “ means, as I understand 
the word, a man of worth, candour, and generosity, I know none on 
whom the epithet could be so justly conferred. Yet let mo observe, 
that I praise the conduct, which, in your circumstances, I could 
have bowed my spirit to practise. Proceed, I pray yCu, with the 
history of your house, if the recital be not painful to you.” 

“ 1 nave little more to say,” replied the Laudamman. “ My father 
died soon after the settlement or bis estate in the manner 1 Imvc 
told you. My brother had other possessions in Swabia mid West- 
plialia, and seldom visited his ^paternal castle, which was chiefly oc- 
cupied by a seneschal, a mar. go obnoxious to the vassals of the 
family, tfiat but for the protection qjfTordod by my near residence, 
and relationship with liis lord, he would have been plucked out of 
the Vulture’s Ncs^ and treated with os little ceremony as if he had 
been the vulture himself. Neither, to say tlie truth, ditl my brother’s 
occasional visits to Geierstein afibrd his vassXls much relief, or ac- 
quire any popularity for himself. Hc^heard with the ears and saw 
wifn the eyes of his cruel and interested steward, Itjil Schreckeii- 
wald, and would not listen even to my interference and odnioniflon. 
Indeed, though he always demeaned himself^ lyith personal kindness 
towards mo, 1 believe he considered m & as a dull ami poor-spirited 
clown, who had disgraced my uohle blood by iny mean propensities. 
He showed contempt on evexT occasion for the lu'ojudices of his 
countrymen, and particularly by wearing sl pcnacock’s feather in 
public, and causing his followers to disphiy^fbe same badge, though 
the cognisance of tli^) house of Austria^, ana so unpopular in this 
cotintry that men naye been put to death for no better reason than 
fer cafiying it in thejr caps. In the meantime 1 was nihfried to my 
Beaj^ now a saintnin Heaven, lyr whom I had six statelg^^^nu, five 
of wfilm you saw surrounding my tabl4 this day. Albert also^ 
.raamed. Hxs wife was d lady of rank in Westplfal^, butdiis brided- 
bed was less fruitful; he had only out daughter, Anne of Geierstein. 
Ihen came ‘on th^'wars. between the city of Zurich ^iia 6i?i Forest 
whicli so 'much blood was slicd, and when oftr brethren 
of^uridi were so ill f dvised as to embrace the ariiuiicenit' AustiV^^a. 
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Their Emperor strained every nerve to avail liimSelf of the favour*-! 
able opportunity afforded by the disunion of the, Swiss $ and en-* 
gfagred all with whom he had influenoe. to second his efforts, ^ith 
my brother be was but too successfhl ; for Albert not only took 
arms in the Emperor’s cause, but admitted into the stronk^ fortreas 
of Qeierstein a band of Austrian s(ddiers, with whom uieswicked 
Ital Schreckeuwald laid waste the whole country, exceptinif my Uttle 
patrimony/’ 

" It came to a severe pass witli yoi^my worthy host/^ said the mer- 
chant, “ since you wei»e to decide agfmnst tlie cause of your country 
or |hat of your ln‘Other." 

^ **1 <Kd not hesitate,” contiiined Arnold Biederman. ^**My brotfter 
was ill the Emperor’s army, and I was not therefore reduced to act 
personally agrainst him ; but 1 denounced war against the robbers 
and thieves with whom Schreckenwald liad filled my father’s house. 
It was waged with various fortune. The Beuescbal, during my 
sence, burnt down my house, and slew iny youngest son, who died, 
nlas ! in defence of hia father’s hearth. It is little to add, that iny 
lands were wasted, and my flocks destroyed. On the other hand, 1 
^teeceded, with help of a body of the peasants of Uuterwaldcii, in 
storming tke Oastle of Geierstein. It was Offered back to me by the 
Confederates ; but I had no desire to sully the fair cause in which I 
had assumed arms, by pnrichiiig myself at the expense of my brother ; 
and besides, to have dwelt in thalrguardcd hold would have been a 
nciuuice to cue, the sole protectors of whoso bouse of late years had 
been a latch and a shepherd’s cur. « The castle was therefore dis- 
niAutled, as you see, by order of the ^ders of the Canton ; and I even 
think, that considering the usgs itNvas too often put to,.! look with 
more pleasure on the rugged remains of Geierstein, than 1 ever did 
when it was entire, and apparently impregnable.” 

“ I can iindei\stand your feelings,” said the Englishman, though 
I repeat, my virtue vfculd not perhaps liave extended so far beyond 
the circle of my family afieebons. — Your brother, what said he to 
your patriotic exertions ? ” 

was, as 1 learnt,” answ’’ered the Landamman, “dreadfully 
incensed, having no doubt been informed that I had taken his castle 
with a view to my own’ agg“raii disemen t. He oven swore he would 
renounce toy kindred, t eek me through the battle, and slay me with 
his own hand. We were, hi fact, botii at the battle of IVeycnbacli, 
but my brother waa lor^^vexited from attempting the execution of his 
vindictive purpose by ajwound from an arrow, vriiicli occasioned his 
being carried out of tiie iiscleo. I was afterwards in the bloCdy and 
melancholy fight at Mount Herzel,"and that othe^ onslaught at^tlie 
Chapel of St Jac^, which brought our brethren of Zurich to terms, 
and redi^mjed Austria onea more to tlio iicces^y of making ^ ace 
W'ith us. o After this war^f thirteeR years, the Diet paj^sed !>flnlence 
of ^anislLmeiit fj^r life en my brother Albeil;, and would have deprived 
him of his jpossessions, but foirboro in consideration of what they 
thoiiglrtT^iy gefod service. When the sentence was intiSnated to the 
Count, of Geierstein, he returned an answer of defiance; yet asin^« 
Ijrcfrcuxnsteince'showcd us not long afterwurds that ho*re(5iinecl.an 
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i^iacfameot to his country, and amidst his resentment agrainst me hw 
brother, did justice to my unaltered affection for him.” 

1 4irould pledgee my credit," said the merchant, that what follows 
relates to yonder fair maiden, your niece? ” 

You gfuess rightly,” said the Laudamman. For some time we 
heard, thoug^h indistinctly (for we have, as you know, but little com- 
munication with foreign countries), that my brother was high in 
favour at the court of the Emperor, but latterly that he had fallen 
under suspicion, and, in the course of some of those revolutions 
comtnon at the courts of princes, had been driven into exile. It was 
shortly after this news, and, as I think, more than seven years ffgo, 
that I was returning from hunting on the further side of the river; 
liad passed Hie narrow bridge a.s usual, and was walking through the 
courtyard which we have lately left,” (for their walk was now turned 
homeward), “ when a voice said, in the German language, * Uncle, 
have compassion upon me ! ’ As 1 looked around, I beheld a girl of 
ten years old approach timidly from the shelter of the ruins, and 
kneel down at my feet. ‘ Uncle, spare my life,’ she said holding up 
her little hands in the act of supplication, while mortal terror was 
painted upon her countenance. — ‘Am I your uncle, little maiden^? * 
said I ; * and if 1 am, why should you fear me ? * — ‘ Becatfee you are 
the head of the wicked and base clowns who delight to sjull noble 
blood,’ replied the girl, with a courage which i^urprised me. — ‘What 
is your name, my. little maiden?’ ^aid I ; ‘ and who, having ))lanted 
in your mind opinions so unfavourable to your kinsman, has brought 
you hither, to see if he resembles the picture you have received of 
liim ? ’ — ‘ It w'as Ital SchreckenivaJd that brought me hither/ said the 
girl, only lialf conij>reli ending the imture of my question. — ‘Ital 
Schreckeinvald ? ’ I repeated, shocked at the name of •a wretch I 
have so much reason to hate- A voice from the ruiiis, like that of 
a sullen echo from the grave, answ'ered, ‘Ital Schreckonwald I ’ and 
the caitiff issued from Iiis place of concealrnAt, and stood before 
me, witli that singular indifference to danger which he unites to his 
atrdeity of character, 1 had my spiked mountain>staff in my hand — 
Wliat should 1 have done — or what would you have done, under fike 
circumstances ? _ 

“ I would have laid him on the earth, wSth his skull shivered like 
an icicle ! ” said the Englishman, Aercely. 

“I had wellnigh done so,” replied the SUviss, “but he was unarmed, 
a messenger from my brother, and therefore fuo object of revenge, 
llis own undismayed and audacious cond&e( contributed to save 
him. ^Let the of the noble and higli-born Count of Geiersteiii 
hesfr ihe words of nis master, andf let him look thak,they arc obeyed/ 
said the insolent ruffian. ‘ Doff thy cap, and listen ; for*though the 
voiceiijs i niiie, the WOTds are*thosg of the woblo Count.’ — and 
man 01bw/ replied I, ‘ if I owe my brothei^ respect or honwige — it is 
much if,Hn respect for liinS, I defer paying to his mesJJengei^the mded 
I:,deariy owe him. Proceed witli tny*tale, and rid. mo of.th]^ hateful 
— ‘%lbert‘Count of Geiersteln, thy lord and my fi;td/ pro- 
Schri'ckenw’uld, ‘having on his hand w'arvS, and other. aff^jirs 
OT^bigh^ sends his dau^^hter, the Countess Anne to.thy*^?>rge,“€ij^ 
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graces thee so far as to intrust to thee her^upportrund nurture untai 
It shall suit lus purposes to require her back from thee and he d^ 
tsires iliat thou apply to her maintenance the rents and profits #f the 
lands of Qeierstem, which thou liast usurped from him/ — ‘Ital 
Schreekenwald/ I replied, ‘ I will not stop to ask if this mode of ad- 
dressing me be according to my brotlier’s directions, or tBipe ora 
insolent pleasure. If circumstances have, as thou sayest, deprived 
my niece of her natural protector, I will be to her as a father, nor 
shall she want aught which I have to give her. The lands of Geier- 
stein are forfeited to the state, the eastle is ruinous, as thou seest, 
and it is much of thy crimes that the house of ray fathers is desolate. 
Bu*' whore I dwell Anne of Qeierstein shall dwell, as my children 
Sfare shall she fare, and she shall be to me as a daughter. And now 
thou hast tiiine eiTand— Go hence, if thou lovest thy life ; for it is 
unsafe parleying with the father, when thy hands are stained with 
the blood of the son/ The wretch retired as I spoke, but took his 
leave with his usual determined insolence of manner/ — * Farewell," 
Jie said, ‘ Count of the Ploughland Harrow — farewell, noble com- 
panion of paltry burghers ! ’ He disappeared, and released me from 
me strong temptation under which I laboured, and which urged me 
tu?^taiu with his blood the place which had witnessed his cruelty and 
his crimes. I conveyed my niece to my house, ami soon convinced 
lier that I was her sincere friend. I inured her. as if she had been my 
daughter, to all our mountain exeynses ; and while she excels in these 
the damsels of the district, there burst from her such sparkles of 
sense and courage, mingled with delicacy, as belong not — I must 
needs own the truth — to the simple iflaidens of these wild hills, but 
relish of a nobler stem and highcikbffBeding. Yet they are so hap- 
pily mixed with simplicity andoconrtesy, tliat Aniie of Geiersteiu is 
justly corisiaercd as the pride of the district; nor do I doubt but 
that, if she should make a worthy clioice of a husband, the state 
would assign her a lajgo dower out of her father’s pos.seftsioijs, since 
it is not. our maxim to punish the child for the faults of the parent." 

It will naturally be your tinxious desire, my w^orthy host,”«re- 
pliqd the Englislnnan, to secure to vour niece, in whose praises X 
have deep cause to join with a gratenil voice, such a suitable match 
as her birth and expectations, but above all her merit, demand.” 

It is, my good guest,” said the Landarnman, " that which hath 
often occupied my thoughts. Th^ over-near relationship prohibits 
what would havo been my fnost earnest desire, the hope of seeing 
her wedded to one of nl^kown sons. This young man, Rudolph Don- 
perliugel, is bravo, ai^'^ighly esteemed by his felJow-citizenfi; but 
more ambitious, and more aesirous of distinction, than I wouldT de^re 
for niy niece’s companion througli life.. His temper is violent, though 
his heart, 1 trust, is good. But I am like to be mipleasantly released 
from alKxire on this scor^, since rojjr brother, having, as it 
forgotten sinne fo!;seYeii years and upwards, has, by a^lettei;, whiGii 
[ have latdly reoJived, aemanded that she Siivll be restored to him.* 
■—You caiiaead, iny worthy sir, •for your profession rcqmres it. See, 
here is the scr^l, coldly worded, but far less unfindly than his un- 
broti\erlv iMssaffc bv Ital Schreekenwald— Read it, I pray yo^s alouaT 



46 


AmrR ot atiTEUfiTKiN. 


Tlio merdmat read ae(&rdiugly. 

^ firtiftlier — I thank you for the care you have taken of my daugh* 
ter, for die has been in safety when she would otherwise hare^ been 
in peril, and kindly used, when she would have been in hardship. I 
now enjtfeat you to restore her to me, and trust that she will come 
with the virtues which become a woman in every station, and a dis- 
liosition to lay aside the habits of a Swiss villager, for tlie graces of 
a high-born maiden. — ^Adien. I thank you once more for your care, 
and would repay it were it in rm power ; but you need nolliinff I can 
give, having renounced the rank to which you were bom, and made 
your nest on the ground where the storm passes over you. I rest, 
your Brother, *‘Geiebstein.” 

“It is addressed ‘To Count Arnold of Geierstein, called Arnold 
Biederman.* A postcript requires you to send the maiden to the 
court of the Duke of Burgundy. — ^Tliis, good sir, appears to me the 
language of a haughty man, dividetf betwixt the recollection of old. 
offence and recent obligation. The speech of his messenger was tliat 
of a niulicioua vassal, desirous of venting his own spite under pretence 
of doing his lord’s errand.” 

“I so receive both,” replied Arnold Biederman. 

“ And do you intend,’^ continued the merchant, “ to resign this 
beautiful and. interesting creature^o the conduct of her father, wilful 
as he seems to be, without knowing what bis condition is, or what 
hi^ower of protecting her?” 

The Landamman hastened to reply. “ The tie which unites the 
parent to the child, is the earliest end tlie most hallowed that binds the 
^nurnan race. The difficulty of her travelling in safety has hitherto 
prevented my attempting to carry my brother’s instructidna into exe- 
cution. But as I am now likely to journey in person towards the 
court of Charles, I have determined that Aiin^..Bhall accompany me ; 
and 08 I will myself converse with my brother, whom I have not seen 
fox;jnany years, I shall learn his purpoi^e respecting his daughter, and 
it may be I may prevail on Albert to suffer her to remain undei: my 
charge. — And, now sir, having told you of my family affairs at some 
greater length than was necessary, 1 mu^t criave your attention as a 
wise man, to what farther I have to say, ' You know the disposition 
which young men and women naturally have to talk, jest, and sport 
with each other, out of which practice arise often more serious attach- 
ments, which they call loving amours, Jb trust, if we are to tra- 
vel together, you will so school your young t^man as to make liim 
aware that Anne pf Geierstein cannot, with propriety on her part, bo 
made the objects of his thoughts or attentions.” vi 

The merchant conjured with resentment or something like it. “ I 
askci^ pot to^ join your company. Sir Lanuammaxr — it wasMima who 
requested mme, he said ; “if my son ana I Lave since become in * 
.any respect the objects oi* your suspicion, wii will gftadly pursue our 
way separately.” ' ^ 

• “Nay, be*not afJgry, worthy guest,” said the LarfdamflTati; “we 
-SLwitzerft do not rashly harbour suspicions ; and, that mav.not 
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harbour tliemi we spepik respecting the ^ircum^iances, out of which 
they might arise, more plainly than is the wont of more civiltsra 
countries. When I proposed to you to he my companioT^on the 
journey, to speak the truth, though it may displease a fathers car, I 
regarded jonr son as a soft, faint-hearted youtii, who was, as yet aff 
least, too timid and mdky-blooded to attract either respecter regard 
from the maidens. But a few hours have presentechhim to us in the 
character of such a one as is sure to interest them. He has accom- 
plished the emprise pf the bow, long tliought unattainable, and with 
which a popular report connects an idle prophecy. He has wit to 
make verses, and knows doubtless how to recommend himself by other 
accomplishments which bind young persons to each other, tliough 
tliey are lightly esteemed by^ men whose beards are mixed with grey, 
like yours, friend merchant, and mine own. Now, you must be aware, 
that since my brother broke terms with me, simply for preferring the 
freedom of a Swiss citizen to the tawdry and servile c*3nditioii of a 
German courtier, he will not approve of any one looking towards liis 
daughter who hath not the advantage of noble blood, or who hath, 
what he would call, debased himself by attention to mercliaiidise, to 
the cultivation of land — in a woi’d, to any 4U*t that is useful. Should 
I^’our son Jove Anno of Qciersteiii, he prepares for himself danger and 
disappoiinmcnt# And now you know the whole, — I ask you, do we 
travel together or apart ? " 

“ Even as ye list my wortliy said rhilipson, in an indiflferent 
tone ; for me, I can but say that such an attachment as you speak 
of would be as contrary to my wishes as to those of your brother, or 
what I suppose are your owui. AAluir Philipson has duties per- 
form totally inconsistent with hie j^aying the gentle baclielor to any 
maiden in Switzerland, talcfe Germany to boot, whether of high or 
lowdbgrde. He is an obedient son, ‘besides — ^liath never seriously 
disobeyed my commands, and I will have an eye upon bis motions.’* 

“ Enough, my frjpiid,'* said the Landamman ; ** we travel together 
then, and I willingly keep my original purpose, being both pleased 
and instructed by your disefturse," 

« Then changing the^conversation, he began to ask whether Jiis ac- 
quaintance thougbt that the league entered into by the king' of Eng- 
land and the Duke of Burgundy would continue stable, “"We hear 
raucli,” continued the tjwiss, “of the immense army with which 
King Edward proposes the recovery of the English dominions in 
Franco.” ♦ 

“ I am >vell aware, •^^said Philipson, that nothing can be so popu- 
lar in my country aa tbo^ invasion of France, and the iittcij^pt to re- 
conquer Normandy, Maine, aud •Gascony, the iKncicnt appanages of 
our English cw)wiu But I greatly doubt whether the voluptuous 
usurper, who now calls bimsmf king, will be graced by Heaven with 
success in such an adv^ture. libis Fourth Edward is bra^ii^deed, 
and has gain^gd, every battle in which hp drew his sword, and they 
fiave be^u moiiy in number. But since be reached, through a bloodyL 
pathjJ^j) the summit of his afhbition, he has slmwu himself rather eF 
sensitm debauchee than avaliant knight ; and iris my firm belief, that 
evgif the qhance of recovering au the fair dominions which 
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Jo&t civil^wars elcited by his ambitious house, will tempt 

llliu to exchsuge the soft beds of London, with sheets of silk andpil- 
lows and the music of a dying lute to lull him to rest, for the , 

turf o^rance, and the rereiUe of an Sarm trumpet” 

It is the bettor for us shonld it prore so,” said the Landamman ; 
^^;fdir if l^gland and Burgundy were to dismember France, as in ouir 
fathers’ Oays w|^ nearly aitooniplished, Duke Charles would then 
have leisure to exhaust his long hoarded vengeance against our Oon^ 
federaey-” 

As they conversed thus, they oltaiDed once more the lawn in front 
Of Arnold Biedermau’s mansion, where the contention of the young 
men had given place to the dance performed by the young persons of 
both sexes. The dance was led by Anne of Geierstein, and the 
youthful stranger ; which, altliougli it was the most natural arrange* 
meiit, where uie one was a guest, and the other represented the 
mistress of the family, occasioned the Laudammau’s exchanging a 
glance with the cider Philipson, as if had held some relation to the 
suspicions lie had recently expressed. 

But so soon as her uncle and his elder guest appeared, Anne of 
Oolersteiii took the earliest opportunity of a pause to break off tlir 
dance, and to enter into conversation with her kinsman, a^if on thcT 
domestic affairs under her attendance. Philipson Observed that his 
host listened seriously to his niece’s comumnication ; and nodding iu 
his frank manner, seemed to intimato that her request should receive 
a favourable consideration. 

The family were presently afterwards summoned to attend the 
evenilig meal, which consisted ciiiefly of the excellent fish afibrdod 
by the neighbouring streams and l&kes. A large cqp, containing what 
w^as called the scMaf-t runic, or slecpiifg drink, then wept round, 
which w'as first quaffed by the master of the household, then modestly 
tasted hy the inaiden, next pledged by the two strangers, and finally 
emptied l>y the rest of the company. Such werefihen the sober man- 
ners of the Swiss, afterw^ards much corrupted by tlieir intercourse 
with ^nore luxurious regions. The guests were conducted to tlie 
deeping apartments, wdicre Philipson and young Arthur occupied tto 
same couch, and shortly after the whole inuabitants of the hoiisehohl 
were locked in sound repose* 


CHAPTEll Vlf 
• 

Wlien we two meet, wc meet like rushing torren£: 

Like warriii; winds, like flames fi-oxn vB£iou8 points. 

That mate each other's fnr]f — there fs nought 
Ofgdemental strife, were fiends to guide it, 

Can match the wr^ of man. 

FailkAtn>. 

•JTnp eiaw of our two travellers, though a strong man, andtfamilUur 
slept sounder and lonsrer than usuu on tiie. morhinllbt 
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which was now Hipmmg to dawn^ but his Arthor had that upon 
his mind which early inten^pted his repose. 

The encounter With the bold Switzer, a chosen man of a renewed 
race of warriors* was an engagement which, in the opinion of the 
period in which ne lived, was not to be delayed or broken. He left 
his father*s side, avoiding aa much as possible ihe risk of distnrbin|r 
him, though even in that eaae the circumstance would have excit- 
ed any attention* os he was in the habit of rising earm in order to 
make preparations for the day’s journey, to see &at the guide was 
on his dttw, and that the mule had hit provender, and to discharge 
similar offices which might otherwise have given troohle to his father. 
The old man, however, fatigued with the exertions of the preceding 
tlay slept^ as we have said, more soundly than his wont, and Arthur, 
arming himself with his good sword, sallied out to the lawn in front of 
the Landamman’s dwelling, amid the magic dawn of a beautiful har- 
vest morning in the Swiss mountains. 

The sun was just about to kis%the top of the most gigantic of that 
'face of Titans, though the long shadows still lay on the rough grass, 
which crisped under the young man^s feet with a strong luiimatimi 
oGrfrost. But Arthur lookeifnot round on the landscape, however 
lot cly, whiefa lay waiting one flash from the orb of day to start into 
brilliant existence. He drew the belt of his trusty sword which lie 
was in the act of fastening when he left the house, atid eve he had 
secured the buckle, h^was many i^aces on his way towards the place 
where he was to use it. 

It was still the custom of that militijry period, to regard a summons 
to combat as a sacred engagement, preferable to all others which 
could be formed; and stifling' wlmtever iinvard foelings of reluc- 
tance Natiu^e might oppose fo the dictates of fashion, the step of 
^a gallant to the jdace of encounter was required to he as free 
and ready, as if he had been going to a bridal. I do lud know 
whether this alacrity #^as altogether real on the part of Arthur I’JiiJip- 
son ; but if it were otlierwise^neithcr his look nor pace betrayed the 
secret. 

Having hastily traversed the fields and groves Avliieh separated the 
Landammaii’s residence from the old castle of Geiersteiu, lie entered 
the courtyard from thd side where the castle overlooked tlie land ; 
and nearly in the sam^ instant his almost gigantic antagonist, w ho 
looked yet more tall and burly by fhe pale moriiing liglifc than he had 
seemed the precediiigjevening, appeared ascending from the prccari- 
"sous bridge beside the tojrent, having reached Qeierstein by a different 
route from that pursifp.a by the Englishman. ^ 

The young charapiou or Berne had han^ng aWng liis back oim of 
those liuge two-lllinded swords, the blade td‘ which measured five feet, 
and widen were wielded with both hands. These were almost universal- 
ly use^y tiic Swiss ; foi>besides tile impression which such ^^pons 
were calaulated to make upon the array the GerrasAi mcivat-armsi, 
whose armour Vas impenetrotile to lighter swords, they were also 
well dfit^ated to defend mountain passes, wh^o th^ great bodily - 
stepngth and agflitv of those wdio bore theih, enabled the combatanta* 
Jtheyweight and length, to use them with muck addrAA* 
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oiul effect- One»of thesS gig'antic swords liun^ round Budolph Don- 
nerbugers iieclc> tlte point rattlingr ftgiunst his heel, and the handle 
extei^nir itself over Ins left ahoulder^ considerably above his liead. 
He Sbrrled another in his hand. 

** Thou art punctual/' he called out to Arthur Philipson, in a voice 
which was distinctly heard above the roar of the waterfaili which it 
seemdb to ri^ in sullen force " But 1 judged thou wotidst eome 
without a two-handed sword. There is my kinsman ErOest’s ” he 
said, throwing ou the ground the weapon which he carried, with the 
hilt towards tiie young Enghshman. Look,^ stranger, that thou 
disgrace? it not, for my kinsman will never forgive me if thou dost. 
Or thou mayst have mine if thou likest it better/’ « 

The Eujgrlishman looked at the weapon with some surprise, to thO 
use of vrhicli he was totally unaccustomed. 

The challenger/’ he said, **in all countries where honour iskuown, 
accepts the arms or the challenged " 

“He who fights on a Swiss moun|ain, fights with a Swiss brand," 
answered liudolph. “ Think you our Imiuls are made to handle pen- 
knives?” 

“Nor arc ours made to wield scythes/’ said Arthur; and muttesci 
betwixt his teeth, as he looked at the SAvord, whicli tha Swiss con- 
tinued to offer him—" Usu7)l non haheo. 1 have not proved the wea- 
pon.” 

‘‘Do you repent the bargain you have made?” said the Swiss; 
" if soj cry craven, and return in safety. Sneak plainly, instead of 
prattling Latin like a clerk or a shaven monlc,” 

"No, proud man,” replied the Englishman, "I ask thee no for- 
bearance. I thought but of li combat between a shepherd and a 
giant, in which God gave the victory ''£0 him who had worse odds of 
weapons than falls to my lot to-day. I will fight as I stand ; my ow’u 
good sword shall serve my need now, as it ha.‘j done before ” 

" Content! — But blame not me who offered (iliee equality of wea- 
pons/’ said the mountaineer, "And now hear me. This is a fight 
for jyife or death — ^}’on waterfall sounds^he alarum for our conflict. — 
Yes,' old bcllower,” he continued, looking back, "it is long since 
thou bast heard the noise of battle ; — and look at it ere we begin, 
stranger, for if you fall, I will commit you’' body to its waters.” 

"And if thou fall'st, proud Swiss,” answered Arthur, "as well I 
inist thy presumption leads to destruction, 1 will have thee buried 
in the church at Einsicdlen, where the ptiests sli^ll sing masses for 
thy soul— thy two-handed sword shall be dis’/iaycd above thy grave, 
and a scroll shall tell the passenger, llcrcjics i. bear’s cub or Berne, 
slain bj Arthur the Englishman.” 

"*^rho stone is not in Switzerland, rocky as it te,” said Budolph, 
scornfully, "that sh%)[l bear that inscrip tiqi). Prepare tliyaelf for 
battle. ” ^ 

The Englishman cast \ calm and deliber<^e giai^ee artjiund the 
scene of' action — a courtyard, partly ppen, partly encumbered with 
ruins, in less and larger masses. 

• . " Mothinks,” said^he to-liimself, "a master of his weapon, with the 
liUatrucUons of Bottaferma of Florence in his remeralirAncp. a bV* \ 
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hearty a blad^ a firm hand, and a juat eauae, fni^ht mukc up a 
worse odds than two feet of atoei." 

Thinking: flius, and imprinting* on his mind, os much as the lime 
* would permit, erery circumstance of the locality around him wluch 
promised advantage in the combat, and talcing his station in the 
middde of the Courtyard where the j^round was entirely cl^r, Ii£ 
flung his doak fi*0m him, and drew his sword. 

Rudolpli had at first belieTod that his foreign antagonist was an 
dfeminate youth, who^wouid be swe]^ from befaj%dii^ tbe first 
flourish of his tredaendbus weapon. But the firm alp watchful atti- 
tude assumed by the young man, reminded the Bwiss of the deficien- 
cies of his own unwieldy implement, and made him determine to 
ayoid any precipitation which mi^ht give advantage to an enemy 
who seemed both daring and vi^ant. He unsheathed his huge 
sword, by drawing it over tbe leit shoulder, an operation which re- 
quired some little time, and might ha^ offered formidable advantage 
to his antagonist, liad Arthur’s sgnse of honour permitted him to bc- 
ji^in the attack ere it was completed. The Englishman remained 
firm, however, until the Swiss, displaying his bright brand to the 
m;je:ning sun, made thred or four flourishes as if to prove its weight, 
anti the facility, with which he wielded it — then stood firm within 
sword-stroke of bis adversary, gi’asping his weapon with both hands, 
and advancing it a little before his body, witli the blade pointed 
straight upwards. Tne Englishiaan, on the contrary, carried liis 
sword in one hand, holding it across his face in a horizontal position, 
so as to be at once ready to stnke, tlu'ust, or parry. 

** Strike, Englishman ! ” said the ^witzer, after they had con- 
fronted each other in this manner fbr about a minute. 

' “ The longest sword shoula strike first,” said Arthur ; and the 
words had not left Ins mouth when the Swiss sword rose, and de- 
scended with a I'apidity which, the weight and size of the weapon 
considered, appeared^portentous. No parry, however dexterously 
interposed, could have bafiie^ the ruinous aescent of that dreadful 
we^on, by which the champion of Berne had hoped at once to bdgin 
tlie^battle and end it. But young Philip.son haa not over-estimated 
the justice of his own eye, or the activity of his limbs. Ere the blade 
tlcscended, a sudden springito one side carried him from bciieatli its 
heavy sway, and before the Swiss could again raise liis sword aloft, 
he received a wound, though a sli^it one. upon the left arm. Icic- 
tated at the failures npd al the wound, the Switzer heaved 
sword once more, and (fvailing himself of a strength corri/om yon- 
to his size, he dischai'ged towards his adversary a successionhe Avould 
downright, athwart, horizontal, and from left to right, AviU* 
prising strength and velocity, tliat it required all tlie addrat to see 
young Jplnglishman, by parrying, shifting, eludfcg, or retrod fooli-sli 
evade a Bjorm, of which •every iudMdual blow seemed suff-aCercst 
cleave a BtA\d TWe Englisliman was^ompellcd tS give, 

now backwards^ now swerving to the one side or the oUuni my 
availing Kifii.scif of the fragments of the ruins, i)ut Wi4^hingeeii so^ 
while, ,wiUi the utmost eomposuro, the moment when the strt. ^ 
CBiragedpticmy might become somewhat exhausted,- or Y*'nP, 
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jaau ; fiiid lie tm^tihrowgh the ^ovcs the iiiaideii'b imme, in one of 
' tlio^ Blirilly accented tones which we have almidy noticed, 

/C iLMue.of GeicrsteinjUS Philipson had before observed, was stationed 
a kiioil at some distance, and concealed, as she thought, from 
iM^tice by a screen of brushwood. She started at her uiicle^s som- 
iftons therefore, but presently obeyed it ; and, avoiding: the young* 
men, on foremost, she joined theltandarmnaii and Philip- 

son, by a circuitous path through the woods. 

My worthy friend and guest would speak with you, Anne,” said 
l^e Landammaii, so soon os d;he morning greeting had been ex- 
changed. nie Swiss maiden coloured over brow as well as cheek, 
when riiilipsoii, with a grace which seemed beyond his calling, «ul- - 
dressed her in these words : — ^ ' -*■ 

It happens sometimes to us mcrcliauts, my fair young friend, 
that ive are unlucky enough not to possess means for the instant 
defraying of our debts ; but he is justly held amongst us as the 
meanest of mankind wlio docs not acknowledge theni. Accept, 
therefore, the thanks of a father,*^ whose son your courage, only 
yesterday, saved from destruction, and wliom your prudence lias, 
this very morning', rescued from a great danger. And grieve ^le 
not, by refusing to wear these ear-rings," he added, producing a 
small jewel-case, which he opened as lie spoke; “ they arc, it is true, 
only of pearls, but they have not been thought unworthy the ears of 

a countess ’’ r ^ 

*‘And must, thei*efore,” said the old Lnndamman, ‘‘show mis- 
placed on the person of a Swiss maiden of Unterwalden ; for such 
and no mote is iny niece Axvne while she resides in iny solitude. 
Methinks, good Master l^liilip?50ip, you display less than your u.«ual ' 
judgment in matching the quality of your gifts with the^rank of her 
on whom they are bestowed — as a merchant, too, you should remem- 
ber that large guerdons w'ill lighten your gains.” 

“Let me crave your pardon, my good lios%” answered the Eng- ' 
lisbmaii, “ while I reply, that at least 1 have consulted niy own sense 
of tfie obligation under which I labouf, and have chosen, out of wliat 
I have at my free disposal, that w'hicli I thought might best cxi^ess • 
it* 1 trust the host wliom 1 have found hitherto so kind, will not 
nrevent this young maiden from accejiti^ what is at least not uu- . 
becoming the rank she is born to; and you will judge me unjustly if 
you think me capable of doing* Either myself or you the wrong, of 
ofieriijg any token of a value beyond whAt I can )vell spare.” 

The Landammaii took the jewel-case into^his own hand. 

“ 1 ijave ever set my couiitenance,” he^saifi,^* against gaudy gems, 
w^cli are leading us daily farthw astray from the simplicity of our 
fiitliers and mothers. — ^Aiid yet,” he added, with •'ii good-huraoiired 
smile, and holding tjne of the earrings close to liis relation’s face, 

“ tliei*^naments do set^ off the WE:;ucii nir^, and they say gft-ls have, 
more pleasnKi in wearing such toys than gr^-haiveif in can ceiii- 
■prchciid. Wlicrcfore, dear Anne, i^s lliou nast deserved a dearer 
^ truiit in a greater ipatter, I refer thee entirely to thiuc 0^*11 .n isdoni, 
acce pt of oiir good fticJul’s costly present, and wear jt or not as 
'rtfibu tliMikust tit.” 
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Since such is yoiir j)]easure, my host friend and kinsman,’* sai<l 
the youjig* maiden, blusliin^ as she spoke, “I will not give pain to 
our Valued guest, by refusing what he desires so earnestly^hat I 
sliould accept; but, by his leave, good uncle, and yours, I will bestow 
iliesc sj>lendid earrings on the shrine of Our Lady of Einsielden, to 
express our general gratitude to her protecting favour, wl^ch Has 
been around us in tlie terrors of yesterday’s storm, and the alarms 
of this morning’s discord/’ 

Hy Our Lady, the wench speaks sensibly ! ” said the Landam- 
nian and her wisdom has applied Ac bounty well, my good guest, 
to ])espeab prayers for thy family and mine, and for the general 
peace of Unterwalden. — Go to, Anne, thou shalt have a necklace 
*of jet at next shearing-feast, if our fleeces bear any price iu the 
■ nuirkct.” 


ClIAt^TER VII. 

JiCt liim who will not proffer'd peace receive, 
lie s»tc<] with the ]dagues which war can give ; 

And woU thy haired of the peace is Unown, 

If now thy eoid reject tho friendship shown. 

The confidence betwixt the Landamman ond the English mcr- 
chant appeared to increase during the course of a few busy days, 
which occurred before that appointed for the conimenccment of 
Ihcir journey to the court of Oharhft of Burgundy. The state of 
ICiirope and of the Helvetian Confederacy has been already alluded 
to; but, for llie distinct explanation of our story, may be here briefly 
recapitulated. 

Ill the interval of if week, whilst the English travellers remained 
at Geierstoin, meetings or diets were held, as well of tlie City Can- 
tons of the Confederacy, as orthose of the Forest. The foriucr,*ag- 
gri^ved by tlic taxes imposed on their commerce by the Duke of 
Burgundy, rendered yet more intolerable by the violence of the 
J^igents whom he employed such oppression, were eager for war, 
*jfin which they had hithci'^o uniformly found victory and wealth. 
M«aiiy of them were also privately iifttignted to arms by the largesses 
of Louis XI., who^ spared* neither intrigues nor gold to clfect a 
brcnch betwixt tlioso ^Vtmtloss confederates and his formidable • 
enemy, Ciiarles the BoJkff , 

On the other hand, there were many reasons^wliich appeared 
render it impolitic >for the Switzer.s to tuigage in war with one of the" 
most wealthy, most obstinate, and most powcrfuPprince.s in Europe, 
-r-for sudi nnqucstioiiiiblj^ was Charles of Burgundy,— witholPt tlie 
r existence stron^:;^ reason aflecting their owui iionoiir mid. inde- 

'’jiepaence. ^Everjr day brought ^resh intelligence from the interior, 
that Fidwa^ thg Fourth of bhigland had entered into g, strict and , 
; intimate* alliance, oflensive and defensive, witli the Duke ofBurr . 
^giindj\a;»^hat it was the purpose of the English King, reftownedL’ 
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for his numerous victories over the rival House of Lancaster, by 
which, after various reverses, hb had obtained undisputed possession 
of the throne, to reassert his claims to those provinces of France, so 
long held by his ancestors,^ It seemed as if this alone were wanting 
totbis fame"; and, that liaving subdued his internal enemies, he now 
turned Ids eyes to the regaining of those rich and valuable foreign 
possessions which had been lost during* the administration of the 
reehle Henry VI., and the civil discords so dreadfully prosecuted in 
the wars of the AVhite and Red Roses. It was universally known, 
that, througlKiut Hngland generally, the loss of the French i)vo- 
vinccs was felt as a national degradation ; and that not only the 
nobility, who liad in coiii^oqueneo beoji deprived of the large fiefs 
wliicli they had held in Normandy, Gasconv, Maine, and Anjou, but' 
the warlike gentry, accuHtomed to gain both fame and wonltli at the 
expense of France, and the fiery yeomanry, vrhosc bows bf\d deciiled 
so many fatal battles, were as eager to renew the confiict, ns tlicir 
ancestors of CroHS3% I'oitiers, and \ginconrt, bad been to follow 
their sovereign lo the fields of victory, fni winch their deeds Imd con- 
ferred deathless renown. 

The latest and most authentic intelligence boro, that the King of 
England was on the point of i>assi!ig to Fraiic.^ in poifon (an fii- 
vasion rondered easy by bis ])ossossion of Calais), with aii avmy 
Superior in niinibors and discipline to any ^ytll whieli an Fingiisli 
^gil^areli bad o’^er bf‘fore cntei od flint kingdeun ; that all the hostile 
preparations woi-e (iom]»letod, and that the arrival of j'-lward miglife 
instantly be expected : wliilst Ike powerful co-operatio?i of tlie Duke 
of Burgundy, and the assistance of numerous disaTected French 
noblemen in the pro vi nee's which *n ad J>cen so long innlcr the Eng- 
lish dominioii, tln eatenod a fearful issue of tlie v/ar Jjouis XL, 
sagaeioirs, wise, and powerful, as that prince unquestionnbJy ivas. 

It would no doubt h.avo been the wisest poJmy of Charles ot‘ Bur- 
gundy, when thus engagingin an alliance aijflinst his most formid- 
ably neighbour, and liercditar^ as weil as personal enemy, to iuivo 
avoided all cause? of quarrel with the JTelvetian Confederacy, a pjjor 
but most warlike peojde, who already bad been taught by ro])eifl;ed 
succcssos, to feel their hardy infantry ^could, if noeessary, en- 
gage on terms of eqinililv, or ovoti of a6vant>ige, the flower of that 
chivalry, which liad hitherto htjerbconsidercd .as forming the strengtli 
of European battle. But tlie nicasnre^of Charles, w'h run fuiuue 
had opposed to tlie nnjst astueious mid politic inemireh of Ins time, 
were always dietated by passionate feeling 4nd impulse, r it her than 
by a judicious consideration of the circufnsfaiTces in which he stood. 
Haughty, proud, a.nd uncoinproniising, tlnmgli neitlier destitute ot 
honour nor generosity, he despised and hated wTiat he termed tlic 
paltrjy associations of lierdsnien and sliepherds, united wd^h a few 
towns whicli subsisted eJiiefly by eommerc^: and instead of courtiiigl 
the Helvetian Cantons, like bis crafty oneiiiy, q.if afFonflng 
them no ostensible pretence of qn?#rel, he omitted no oppnrtiiJiity 
^of showing* the iffsi’cgatd and contempt in which hein.4d I heir 
^ifpstart. consequence, of evineing the secret longing w’Jiidi lie 
entertained lo take vey^feaace uxion ihem for the J^uanJU.^ ornoble 
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Mood which they hUd shed, and to compensate tho repeated snccessea 
they had gained over the feudal lords, of whom h(5 imagined Igm- 
self the destined aveugcr. 

The Dnke of Burgundy^s possessions in the Alsatian territory 
^afforded him many opportunities for wreaking his displeasure ^porf 
the Swiss League. The little castle and town of F^rctte, l^ng 
within ten or eleven miles of Bale, served as a thoroughfare to the 
traffic of Berne and Soleuro, the two principal towns of tlie Con- 
federation. In this place tlie Duke po#ed a governor, or seneschal, 
wlio was also an administrator of the revenue, and seemed born on 
purpose to be the plague and scourge of his republican neighbours. 

'■ Archibald von Hagenbach was a (Tcrman noble, wliosc possessions 
Jay in Sualiia, and was universally esteeined one of the fiercest and 
most laiylcss of that frontier nobility, known by the name of Robber- 
knights’ and Robber-counts. These dignitaries, bccavisc they held 
their fiefs^ of the Holy Roman Empire, claimed as comx>lete sove- 
reignty within their territories of a mile scpiare, as any reigning 
priheo of Oermany in his more cxiended dominions. They levied 
lolls and taxes on strang-ers, and irnj^risoned, tried, and executed 
tUoscjiwho, they allegcAl, had eommiftod offences witliiu their 
petty domain". But especially, and in furl her exercise of their 
seignorial privileges, they made war on each oilier, and on the Free 
^ Titles of the Empire, aliaelving Jimj| jdamleniig without mercy tho 
caravans, or largo trains of wagg(»ns. by which the intorual com- 
merce of Oermany was carried on. 

A suocessirm of injuries don<‘ and roec'^ved by Archibald of IFagen- 
liach, wIki bad been one of the fierc^'^st flick K t- fin’ this privilege of 
or club-law, as it may*be termed, liad (unlcal in bis being 
obliged, thoug*h somewhat advanced in life, to leave a country where 
bis teiinro ot existence wa« become f’.vfremeh' precaruaM/nnd to 
service outlie .Duke of liiirguiniy, who willingdy ein- 
pk^yed him, as lie was a man of higli descent erifl proved valour, and 
not tlie less, perhaps, that lie waf sure to find, in a man of IlageiP 
baeirs fierce, rapacious, and lunighty dispo'=itiov, the unsmipulous 
•executioner of wdiat soever sevt^rities' it might bo liis master’s plca- 
to enjoin. • 

®jo traders of Berne and T^olenro. accordinglv, made loud and 
'♦iwfent complaints of HagenbachV exjft'tious. The impositions laid 
commodities winch passed Vhrougb liis district of La .UVrettc, to 
wIiatevfT place they rnlgli^be ultimately boinid, were arbitrarily in- 
creased. and the morehaut^ SiuHraders rvlio liesitated to make insUfllit 
payment of what was demandcll, were €xpos<?d to imprisonment and 
personal ]ninisliment. „ Tiie commercial towns of Germany apyiealed 
w the Duke against this inirpiitons conduct on the p#rt of the Gover- 
nor of La Ferotte. and requested of bis Grace's goodness tbatl!te 
wt^ifld withdnw JhJage!]J>a.eli from their ncaghbourlioou ; but the 
l^ke tTcatod flioir «omplamts wit]j contempt. The Swiss League 
xlBried tlieir rgpnoijptrances higher, and retjiiircd that justioe should 
^ done on the Governor of Tju I^Vrctfe, as having offended against 
biw /)f lyal^ns : Igiit they w'crc equally unable to attract attention 
iHbhtfuu 
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At leng'tli llitj Diet of the Ooufcdemtion^ determined to neiid the 
Boleniii deputation which has been repeatedly mentioned. One or 
twe of these envoys joined with the calm and prudent Arnold Bieder- 
man, in the hope that so solemn a measure mig'lit open the eyes of 
^tfae Duke to the wicked injustice of his representative; others- 
amo»^ the deputies, having- no such peaceful views, were delermined,i 
hy th5 resoiute remonstrance, to pave the way for hostilities. 

Arnold Biedcrman was an especial advocate for peace, while its 
preservation was compatible witli national independence, and the 
jQonour of the Confeacrac/i but tlic younger Philipson soon dis- 
covered that the Landamman alone, of all his fiunily, clierished these 
luoderate views. The opinion of his sons had been swayed and 
seduced by the impetuous eloquence and overbearing^ influence ’of 
Rudolph of Donncrhugcl, who, by sonre feats of peculiar gallantly, 
and the consideration due to the merit of his ancestors, had acquired 
an influence in the councils of his native canton, and with the youth 
of the League in general, beyond- what was usually yielded by these 
wise repuhneans to men of his early age. Arthur, who was ni)wau 
acceptable and welcome companion of all their hunting parties and 
otlier sports, hoard nothing among the young men hut anticipjLtions 
of war, rendered delightful by the hopes of booty andtbf distinction, 
which were to be obtained by tlie Pwitzers, The feats of their ances- 
tors against the Cionnans bad been so wonderful as to realise the 
fabulous victories of ronniiico ; Oind while the present race possessed 
the same hardy limbs, and the same inflexible courage, they eagerly 
anticipated the same distinp,iished success. When the Governor of 
LaPorettewas inontioned in the conversation, he was usually spoken 
' of as tlie bandog of Burgundj*, or ^hc Alsatian mastitt’ ; and intima- 
tions were openly given, that if Jiis course were not instantly checked 
by bin master, and he Jiimself withdrawn from the frontiers of iSwit- 
zerhnui, Archibald of llagcnbaeh would fliul his fortress no protec- 
tion from the awakened indignation of thc’hvroiiged inhabitants of 
JSoleurc, and particularly of those Borne. 

^This general disposition to war among the young Switzers was* 
reported to the elder Philinson by his sou, and led him at on>s tln»e 
to hesitate whether he oiignt not rather to resume all the inconve^ 
nicnces and dangers of a journey, accompanied only by Arthur, than 
run the risk of tlie quarrels ip \vhich he might be involved by tlw- 
tinruly conduct of tliese flcicc niouq|.ain youths, after they sliould 
have left their own frontiers. Such an ei:*eiife would have had, iira’ 
peculiar degree, the elfect of destroying e^;cry ]>urposc of his journey;. 
buV, respected as Arnold Biedcrman was bjr his family and coiintry- 
4nen, the English merchant concluded, upon the wliole, that his inliif- 
once would be al^e to restrain liis com pan ions \in til tlie great <jues- 
tion of peace or war should be detcrraiited, and especially until ihev 
Blnfbld Jia) 5 e discharged theii^' conimissk)n by obtfuniii"* iin audicDco 
of the Duke of Burgundy ; and after this In? slfoulcMic sepwratcil 
from their society, and not liable 6o be engaged fn any responsibility 
for their «lteriof measures. 

• After a deh^y of about ten days, the deputation conpnssiqiicd to 
Tetuoiistratf ^th tjio Duke on the nggressiohs au«^jE?2;ce(Jpiis of 
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Archibald of Ilaffcttbach, at length assembled at*Gcierstein, from 
whence the members were to journey forth together. They were 
three iu number, besides the young Bernese, and the LandanSnau 
of Untcrwalden. One was, like Arnold, a propi'iotor from the Forest 
Cantons, wearing a dress scarcely handsomer than that of a common 
herdsman, but distinguished by the beauty and size of his long sil- 
very beard. His name was Nicholas Bonstetten. Melchior 8 turm- 
tlial, banner-bearer of Berne, a man of middle age, and a soldier of 
distinguished courage, with Adam ZioMuerman, a Durgess of Boleure, 
v/Jio was considerably older, completed the number or the envoys, 

^ Each was dressed after his best fashion ; but notwithstanding that 
the severe eye of Arnold Biedermau censured one or two silver belt- 
buckles, as well as a chain of the same metal, which decorated the 
portly person of the burgess of Soleure, it seemed tliat a powerful 
and victorious people, for such the Swiss were now to be esteemed, 
were never represented by an embassy of such patriarchal simi)licity. 
The deputies travelled on foot, with their piked staves in their hands, 
lite pilgrims bound for some place of devotion. Two mules, which 
bore their little stock of baggage, wore led by young lads, sons or 
conjins of m|iTibers of the embassy, who liad obtained permission, in 
this manner, 10 get such a glance of the world beyond the mountains 
as this jouniey promised to afford. 

But although their wetinue w'as^mall, so far as respected cither 
state or personal attendance and accomtnodalion, the dangerous cir- 
cumstances of the times, and the very unsettled state of the country 
beyond their o>vn territories, did not p&mit men charged with affairs 
of such importance to travel witljoulfa guard. P>eu the danger 
arising from the wolves, whiohi wdien pinched by the approach of 
winter, liave been kuo>vn to descend from their mountain fastnesses 
into open villages, such as those the travellers might choose to quar- 
-tcr in, rendered the jfresence of some escort necessary; amt the 
bands of deserters from various services, who formed paviios of ban- 
ditti on the frontiers of Alsatisf and (jennany, eombiued to reewu- 
i^enj} such a precaution. 

^ Accordingly, about twenty of tlic selected youth from the various 
^dss cantons, including. UnjJiger, lirnest, and feigismond, Arnold’s 
^•ce eldest sons, attended iipon the deputation ; they did not, how- 
CV(T, observe any military ox dor, or march close or near to the jxatri- 
nrchal train. Oh contrary, thc^y formed hunting* ])ai*tics of five 
or six together, wlio efjdored the r<K*ks, woods, and passes of the 
mountains, througli wliielf thp envoys journeyed. Their slowcr^aco 
, allowed the active .young nieii, who v/cre accompanied b3" their liir» 
shaggy dogs, full time to destroy wolves and hears, or occasionally 
to surprise a chamois anioim* the cliffs; while the #iun tors, even while 
ip pursuit of their sport, weyc careful 4 o examine such places as might 
oppoij^unit^’ iqr andinsh, and Uius asc^u'tainod the Safety .of the 
party Avhom uiey escortca, more securely than if they had attended 
close on tly^^r Vain, A ])eculiar note* on the l^ige Syisa bugle, 
before dSscribecT, formed of the horn of the nnoimtain bull, was the 
tSignal* upon for collecting in a body should danger •occur.' 

UmK>lp]i jSo^ncrhugel, so much younger thati his brethren in tim' 
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important/ commission, took the command of this mountaia 
twdy-guard, whom he usually accompanied in their sportive excur- 
sioice. Ill point of arms they were well-provided, bearing' two-lianded 
swords, long partisans and spears, as well as both cross and long- 
})ows, short cutlasses, and huntsmeii^s knives. The heavier weapons, 
as iii^ediiig their iictivity, were carried with the baggage, but were 
ready to be assumed on the sliglitest alarm. 

Arthur Pliilipson, like liis late antagonist, naturally preferred the 
company and sports of the ;^'ounger men, to the grave conversation 
and slow pace of the fathers of the mountain commonwealih. There 
was, however, one temptation to loiter with the baggage, whicli, had 
Other circumstiuices permitted, might Jiave reconciled the yoiing*^ 
Englishman to forego the opportunities of sport which the SwiTss 
youth so eagerly sought after, and ettdure the slow jjacc and grave 
conversation of the elders of the party. In a word, Anne of Geier- 
stein, acconipiinied by a Swiss girl, her attendant, travelled in the 
rear of the deiiutiiLion. 

The two females >vorc iiuniiited nj>on asses, whose slow step hardly 
kept ])aco with Uio baggage iiuile:. ; and it may be fairly suspected 
that Arthur Pliiliphon in requital of the important services whi«*li he 
had received from that heautifnl and interesting' y^xng woman, 
would have ileemcd ii no extreme hardship to afforded In j* 
occasionally his a.*»*isl}nice on the journey, ipul the udvautage of liis 
conversation to relievii ihe ted)*»usness of the way. But lie dared 
not pre.-ume to otb;r at tontions which the cnstoins\)f the country did 
not seem to permit, tiicy were not attempted by any of the 

maiden’s cousins, or even Kudolph Donuerhugel, wJio certainly 
hud hitherto a)>jK'ared tonegiecl iio,o]>]K>rtunity lo reeoninieiid him- 
self to liih fair eoii^in. Besides, Arthur hatl ndleetion enough to he. 
convificed, that in yieldiiig to the f<?elings whieh impelled him tt» 
tivate tile netjuaiuliuu’c of amiable ^oung iierj'tm, lie would oer; 
tainly incur tin' serious dis]deasine of liH ffsther, and probably al^«l 
tluit of lier uncle, by wliose liospitatiry they Jiad profited, and whose 
sale-conduct they were in tiie act nf etguying. 

Tlie young Englishman, tlmrefore, piii’sued the same amuseVncnls 
which interested the other young men of the jmrty, managing only, 
as fre([ueiitly as tlieir lialts pevinittet^ to venture upon i)fFeriiig' U> 
the maiden sueii marks of epurtesy as could afford no room for 
remark or censure. And his eharaci^T ns a sportsman being* jn»w 
well c^tablishoil, he soinetiujes permitted^^hiiifisclf, even when the 
game was afoot, to loiter in the vacinitv^tof llio path on wldidi he 
co^^d at least mark the ff utter of the grey wimple of .'vnne of fjleier- 
>5teiij, and the outline of the form wliirh it vshrouded. This indolence,* 
as it seenu'd, w.'i^ not unfavourably construed by bis companion.', 
bein^* only aceoTnded an iiuUffevejU'e to^tlus less noble or less dan- 
gerous game; for wben tbe objeet. was A’ bear, wolf, or oiber aniiiKiJ 
ol pVey, nt) ^]Jeiir, or bow of ilK^^pavtV,^iriot fc»>'en 

Kudfdph 3)qnjjerhugc], were so pi\)mpt in the chase as those of the 
young Kn^bslimfin. . 

‘ tlie elder Ehilipson had other and more subjeeU 

consideration. was a man, as the reader niustj.^ih.Ve’id 4 i‘aii}' 
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seen, of tniich acquaintance with the world, in which he had acted 
parts diflerent from that which he now sustained. Former feelings 
were recalled and awakened, by the view of sports familia%to ms 
early years. The clamour of the hounds, echoing from the wild 
hills and dark forests through wliich they travelled ; the sight of the 
gallant young huntsmen, appearing, as they brought the i^bjedi of 
their chase to bay, amid airy cliffs and profound ]>secipices, which 
.seemed impervious to the human foot; the sounds of halloo and horn 
reverberating from hill to hill, had more than once well-nigh impelled 
him to take a share in the hazardous but animating amusement, 
wliich, next to war, was then in most parts of Europe the most 
serious occupation of life. But the feeling was transient, and he 
became yet more dee]>ly interested in studying the manners and 
opinions of the persons with whom he was travelling. 

TJicy seemed to bo all coloured with the same downright and blunt 
simplicity which cliaraoteviaed Arnold Biederraan, although it was in 
nouo of them elevated by thc^sanie digrriity oT thought or profound 
• sagacity. In speaking* of’ tlic political state of ihoir country, they 
affected no secrecy; and although, v/ith the exception of Rudolph, 
tieir own young men were not admitted into their councils, the ex- 
fliision sAniied only adopted with a view' to the necessary suhordin- 
atioii of youth to age, and not. for the jnirpose of observing any 
mystery. * In the presence of the elder l^hilipson, they freely discussed 
tlm pretensions of t?ie Duke oi Burgundy, the means wliich their 
country possessed of maintaining her independence, and the fiim 
resolution f>f the Ifelvetiaii Leagueio bid difuince to the utmost force 
the world cimld bring against it, n^her than subinit to the slmlitest 
insult. In (»flier respects, their views appeared wise and moeVerate, 
alf hough both the Baniierot of Benie, ami the consequential Burgher 
ol' *Sohiijre, seemed to Judd the conseqvttnces of war more lightly than 
they wore viewed bv llio cautious lamdamiaan of XJiiterwalden, and 
his venerable eompSnioii, Kiehoia-^ Ijonstciieii, wliu subscribed to alJ 
his opinions. • 

It frequently hapjiojied that, quitting those subjects, the (fbnver- 
s^ttion turned on sucli as were less attractive to their fellow-traveller. 
The signs of the weather, tlie eomparative fertility of recent seasons 
tlio most advautagcoTilvS ii«ade of mauagiiig their orchards and rearing 
their crops, thoug’h interristiiig to^tlio mountaineers themselves, gave 
I^hilij)son slender umuseinent ; and notwithstanding that the excellent 
Meiuherr Zimnn«Tn%n or fc^olciire would fain have joined with him ir 
conversation respecting* trade and merchandise, yet the Englishru<i#p 
who dealt in artieleffof suiiill bulk and considerable value, «nd tra- 
versed sea and land io earn ou liis traffic, could find few m4ffua 
lojiics to discuss with tlio Swiss trader, whe^e commerce only ex* 
tcouled into the noiglihouringr districts of Jiurguudy and Germany 
and vv]lo^o grinds consisted of effarse woollen clotlji^, fustiffli, hides 
peltry, iVjd^*eli*ordifriiry articles. • • 

Buti ever uifd anon, vvliile tiie Switzers were discussin g some paltV 
iiitemst^^of frude, or describing' some jiroccss rudtk cultivation, .m 
sneakiiig of blights in grain, and the uiurniin amongst cattkv'^ftii'l 
mihutencbs of petty farmers and traders met afa-cqjtulrj 
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£ur) a welMcnowii spot would recall the name and story of a battle 
in which some of them had served (for there were none of the party 
who liad not been repeatedly in arms), and the military details, which 
in other countries were only the theme of kiiig*hts and squires who 
had acted their part in them, or of learned clerks who laboured to 
record (uicm, were, in this sing^ular region, tlie familiar and intimate 
subjects of disdussion with men whose peaceful occupations seemed 
to place them at an immeasurable distance from the profession of a 
soldier. This led the Englishman to think of the ancient inhabitants 
of Rome, where the plough was so readily exchanged for the sword, 
and the cultivation of a rude farm for the management of public 
affairs. lie liinted this resemblance to the Landamman, who was . 
naturally gratified with the compliment to his country, but presently 
replied, — ^May Heaven continue among us the homebred virtues of 
the Romans, and ]ircservc us from their lust of conquest and love of 
foreign luxuries ! ” 

The slow pace of the travellers, witZi various causes of delay which , 
it is unnccessai'y to dwell upon, occasioned the deputation spending 
two nights on the road before they reached BMc. The small towns 
or villages in wJiich they quartered, received them with s^h marKjs 
of respectful hospitality as they had the means to bestow, and their 
arrival was a signal for a little feast, with which the heads of the 
community uniformly regaled them. o 

On such occasions, while the clddl*s of the village entertained the 
deputies of the Confederation, the young men of the escort wxrc pro- 
vided for by those of llieir own figo, several of w’hom, usually awwe 
of their approach, ivore accustomed to join in the chase of the day, 
and made the strangers acquainted with the spots where game was 
most plenty. 

These feasts w'cre never prolonged to excess, and the most special 
dainties wdiicln composed them wxre ki<ls, larnb^^aml game, the pro- 
duce of the mountains. Yet it seemed both to Arthur Philipson and 
liis father, tliat tlic advantages of good ciieer were more prized by the 
Banneret of Berne and the Burgess of Soleure, than by their lio^st 
the Landamman and the Deputy of Schwitz. There was no excess 
committed, as we have already said; but the deputies first mentioned 
obviously understood the art of selecting flie choicest morsels, and 
were connoisseurs in the good wine, chiefly of foreign growth, with 
which they freely washed it down. Arnold was too wise to censure 
what he had no means of amending ; he contt.'iitbd himself by oh- 
‘T!trtving in his own person a rigorous diet, livin^i^ideed almost entirely 
upmi vegetables and fair water, in which he was clos(?ly imitated by 
tli^ld grey -bearded Kicholas Bonstetten, who seemed to make it 
his principal object follow tlio Landamman 's example in every- 
thing. ^ ^ ' 

It was, as W4I* have already said, the lliird day after tJiK? commcncc- 
ipent of their journey, bcYore the Swiss deputation reached tlie 
Vicinity of Bd,le, in wdiich city, tlicn oiAi of the largest in i^o sontli- 
\vestern extremity of Germany, they proposed taking up tlioirILbode 
^ tW cxciiing, notliing' doubting a iricmlly rccoptiqn. 
it w^as iiot then, i^r till about Ihirty'years after\Yai'abi;"a pjirt 
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of the Swiss Confederation, to which it was only joiiTed in 1501 ; but 
it was a Free Imperial City, connected with Berne, Solcure, Lucerne, 
and other towns of Switzerland, by mutual interests and ^ionstSint 
intercourse. It was the object of tlie deputation to iiCffotiate, if pos- 
sible, a peace, which could not be more useful to themselves than to^ 
the city of B^le, considering the interruptions of commerce w^iich 
must he occasioned by a rupture between the Duke Burgundy 
and the Cantons, and the great advantage which that city would derive 
by preserving a in^utrulity, situated as ^ >vas betwixt these two hos- 
tno powers. 

They anticipated, therefore, as welcome a reception from ilie 
authorities of Bale as they had received while in the Dounds of their 
own Confederation, since the interests of that city were so deeply 
concerned in the objects of their mission. The next chapter will 
show how far these expectations were realised. 


ClIAPTEB VUL 

They SAW that city, wdlcominp: tlio Ulilno, 

Au from hia mountain heritugc he hurstet. 

As puri)OTO<l prond Orgatorix of yore, 

Ijoaving tho desert region of the liilJs, 

To lord it o'er the fertile plains of Gaul. 

lUivtAia. 

/ Tiin eyes of the English travcllors, wearied witli a succession of 
wild mountainous scenery, now gazed with pleasure upon a countrv 
i^ill indeed irregular and liilJy in its surface, but capable of high cul- 
jivatioii, and adorned U'ilh cornfields and vineyards. The liliine, 
ifi broad and large riv*, poured its grey stream in a huge sweep 
through the landscape, and divided into two portions the city of Bdle, 
wJiieh is situated on its banks. TJie southern part, to which tlie 
patliS)f the Swiss deputies condiicLcd them, displayed tlie celebrated 
cathedral, and tlic lofty terrace w'hicli runs in front of it, and seemed 
M roinilul the travellers* thfit (hey now approached a country in 
which the operations of iiiaa could niako themselves distingiiislied 
even among the work.s of nature, instead of being lost, as the fate of 
the most splendid clFort# of human labour must have been, among 
those tremendous rnuuntatis which they had so lately traversed. - 
They were yet a mile from the entrance of the city, when^hc 
party was met by one of the magistrates, attended by two or three 
citizens mounted on mules, the velvet housings which expressed 
wcaltli and quality. They greeted tlm Landainmau of Unlcrwaldon 
afid liis parj5^ in^ respectful manner, and the latter prepared tnem- 
Selve? to herff, antLifiake U suitable reply to, the hosijitablc invitation 
wliich tliey naturally expected to%eceiv<^ 

The missdil&e eff the coniinunity of Bale was,.howi*%xT, diametrically 
Pl)p<)Siito to what they had anticipated. It was delivered with q* giiciJ 
PeaUoftimiienccJxiid licsitatioii by the fuiiclbmary who met thciuT 
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und ivho certainly, while dischargitm' his conamission, did not appear 
to consider it as the most respectanle which ho mij^ht have borne. 
Tjjere were many professions of the most profound and fraternal 
ri^ard jPor the cities of the Helvetian League, with whom the orator 
of B^le declared his own state to be united in friendship and interests* 
tBut be ended by intimating that, on account of certain cogent and 
woigfhty rea^sons, which should be satisfactorily explained at more 
leisure, the free city of B^e could not, this evening;, receive within' 
its walls the highly respected deputies, who were travelling at the 
command of the Helvetian ^^Diet, to the court of the Duke of Bui- 
gundy. 

Piiilipson marked with miieli interest the elfect which this moB+ 
unexpected intimation produced on the members of the embassage. 
Rudolph Doiinerhugel, who had joined their company as they ap- 
proached Bale, appeared less surprised than his associates, and, 
while he remained perfectly silent, seemed ratlier anxious to pene- 
trate their sentinieiits than disposed to express his <»wu. It was not 
the first4ime tire sagacious in ercliiuit had observed that this hold and 
fiery young man could, when his purposes required it. plact^ n strong 
coiistraint upon the natural impetuosity of his temper. , For the 
others, the Banneret’s brow danvcned ; the face of tfee Burgccss of 
Soleure became flushed like the moon when rising in Hie nort lowest; 
the grev-hearded Deputy of Scliwitz looked anxiously on Arnold 
Biederuhin ; and the Landanur’ in himself Seemed more moved than 
was usual in a person of his equanimity. At length he replied to 
the liinctionavy of Bale, in a yoice somewhat altered by hif4 feelings; — 
“ This is ii. singular nu^ssage to llie depinies of the Swiss Confeil- 
eraey, hound as rve arc unofi an amicable niission, on whicli depends 
the intcret^ of tlio good citizens of Bale, whom we have always 
treated as f>ur good friends, and wiro still profess to bu s*'-. The 
shelter of tln^ir roofs, the protection of their wails, tini wonted inter- 
tM>urso of ]ios])itality, is wlnit no friendly hath a right to refuse 
to th(' inliahilunts of another.’^ ^ 
j‘’!Nor is it wdth their will that the community of Bale ref^s(M^, 
wwthy Jjiindamman,” replied the magistrate. ** Not you alone*, ami 
your w'^orthy associates, but your escort, and your very beasts of bur*' 
iieiL sliould ]>*; cntertaiiuid with all llv? khidness which the citizcjv 
of Bal(‘ could bestow — But we act under constraint/^ 

‘'And by whom exercised ? said the Banneret, bursting out into 
parision. *'Has the Emperor Sigisiflund^ pi>fited so little by the 

exainjde of his predecessors '' ^ 

•SS'l'lie Emperor/* replied the delegate BAlc, interruidiug Bie 
JJaniiend, “ is a well-intentioned and pcaccdiil monarch, as he has 
been ever: l>ul — there are Burgundian fi(aj])s, oflatc, marched into 
the Sundgaw, anA messages luivc been e?csit in our .stiiie JVouj Count 
Ardrhibald of i Ingenhacli/’ ^ , 

/Enougii said,” replk'd tlu? Land;Ujanj*ua. fartliir llS' 

veil from a weakness for which bliisli. I comprehend you CU-. 
lirely. lijAlc liee too near the citadel of La Fer#tfe^o ^leriuit its* 
^i/izeiis to o(»nsulfc their own inclinations.— IJndImr, sec, where 
•yudr UilticuUy lies— -wc pity you - and we rorv’ive*}'oiir.ifih®>?T)i6ilitv.i' 
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“Nay, but hear me to au end, worthjy Landamnaao/' answered the 
magfistrate. “There k liere in the vicinity an old liuntin^^-Beat of 
the Counts of Falkeiistein, called Graftsdust,^ which, tboug^h ruinbus, 
yet may afford better lodg-inga than the open air, and is capalne of 
some defence — tbougrli Heaven forbid that any one should dare to 
intrude upon your repose ! And hark ye hither, my worthy fi^entte ;• 
— if you find in the old place some refreshment, as beer, and 
the like, use them without scruple, for they are tliere for your ac- 
cou'imodiition.*’ 

“ 1 do not refuse to occupy a place Sf security," said the Laiidam- 
man ; “ for althoug^h the causing*: us to be excluded from Bale may 
ho only done in the spirit of petty iusbicncc ajid malice, yet it may 
also, for what we can tell, be connected with some pUi‘[)ose of violence. 
Your provisions we thank you for; but we will not, with my consent, 
feed at the cost of Mends who are ashamed to own us Uidess ]>y 
stoalth.2.^ 

“ One fliin."* more, my worth v sir said the official Bale—*"* You 
have a niaidoii in comi>any, w]io,T prcsiimo to think, is your duu^ hier. 
There is but niUgli iiecommodaLiou wdiero you are i£;oi)i^‘, even for 
women there is little better, ruou^li what we could wo 
.hi^^■e (lono^o arrani^'e luatters a& well as may be. But ratjjer let 
your daugditer <::<} wilh us back to Bale, where my dame will be a 
tnotlier to her till next morning', wdieu 1 will bring* her ib yom* eamj> 
in safety. Wo pvotuffied to ,sl]iut#)ur gates against the men of the 
Confederacy, but the W'oinen w'cro n'ot incnLioned." 

"’You are subtle casuists, you uk^i of Bale," uuswered the Hiiii- 
damiiam ; "‘but know tliat, from the time in which the llelvtliiins 
salli(‘d forlli to CMieouuter Caesar, dT>wu to the presc«u. lumr. liic 
wooK-u SwilzerJand, in tlie press of danger, inive lUid their abode 
in the Ctim]> of tlicir fathers, brothers, and husbands, aiel MXiglit no 
fiinhcr safety than tlmy inigiit titid in tlie courage of their relalion^. 
'Wo have enoiigli of men to protect our women, and my niece sJiali 
remain witli U5»*, and take the which ileaveti ina\ send us." 

"‘Adieu, then, worthy friend,” said tlie inagisirate of Balc^ “it 
grh^ves me to part >\ith you thus, Ijut evil tale will liave ir, so. Y<ai- 
der grassy avenue will conduct you to the old huuting-i eat, whore 

iiven send that you £uay«{»uss a quiet night ; for, apart from uther 
risks, men say tliat these "uins have no good iiaine. Will you vet 
permit your niece, since such the^mung^ person is, to pass to Billc 
for tlie night in my»eo^ipaiTy?” 

‘Mf wo arc disturbed ity beings like iiurseives," said Arnold. Bied^,. 
man, ‘"we have strorfJi' anus dial heavy partisans : if w<‘. ,du>«i+d he 
visiti.Mi, as your words would imply, by those of a different descri^ 
tion, we have, or should have, g'ood con;5cienc^, and conridencejii 
iI(^aven. — Good friends, ivy brethren on this enn^assy, have I siioken 
lyour sentitneu^ as well mine ow^i?” 

Tile oth*W' deputies intimated iheir asseiit to what tlicir compmdoii^ 
had said, and thS eitizena of BWe i»*ok a c(mrteous farewell of their 
guostSji^enfieavtniriiig, by the excess of civility, tu atone^for their do-. 


i GrufTs-lubi — Lc. i 
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ficlcticj in effective liospiiality. After their departure Rudolph was 
the first to express his sense of their pusillanimous behaviour, on 
whiAi he had oeeii silent during their presence. Ooiivard donfs ! ” 
he said, ‘‘ may the Butcher of Burp:undy flay the very skins from 
t^iem with his exactions, to teach them to disown old friendships, 
ratheff than abide the lightest blast of a tyrant's an^er ! 

And not ^en their own tyrant either,” said another of the 
•—for several of the young men bad gathered round their seniors 
to hear the welcome which Uit>y expected from the magistrates of 
Bfile. 

No” replied Ernest, one of Arnold Biederman’s sons, “ they 
do not pretend that their own prince tJje Emperor hath interfered ' 
with them ; but a wwd of the Duke of Burguudv, which should 
be no more to them than a breath of wind from the west, is suffi- 
cient to stir them to such brutal inhospitality. It were well to 
march to the city, and compel them at the sword^s point to give ua 
shelter.” *• 

A murniur of applause arose amongst the youth around, whicli 
awakened the displeasure of Arnold Biederman. 

“ Did I hear,” lie said, “ the tongue of a son of miim, or w#53 it 
that of a brutish Danzkneclit,^ who has no pleasure burin battle or 
violence ? Where is the modesty of the youth of Switzerland, who 
were wont to wait the signal for action till pleased the elders of 
the canton to give it, and were af gentle as maidens till the voice of 
their patriarchs bade them be bold as lions ?” 

I meant no harm, father,” *^aid Ernest, abashed with this rebuke, 

far less any slight towards you ; but 1 must needs say ” 

“ Say not a word, iny son,” replied Arnold, ‘‘hut leave our camp 
to-morrow by break of day ; and, as thou takest tljy way back to 
tk'ierstein, to which I command thine instant return, remember tlnifc 
lie is not fit to visit strange countries, wlio <^uinot rule his tongue . 
before his own countrymen, and to his own fatlier.” 

Xhe Banneret of Berne, the Burgess of 8oleiire,'^evon the loiig- 
bearded Deputy from Schwitz, endcavGured to intercede for^the 
otrendcr, and obtain a remission of his banishment; but it wa% iu 
vain. 

“ No, m3' good friends and brethren, rio,” replied Arnold. “ Theses 
young men require an example; and though 1 am grieved in one 
sense that the oflence has chanced within my own family, yet I am 
pleased in another light, that tlie delinquent Should be one over 

1 can exercise full authority, witlioulf^syspicion of partiality 

Prnest, my son, thou hast heard my commands: Kcturii to Oeier- 
stein with the morniug^s light, and let me find thee an altered man 
when I return thitlojr.” 

Tlv“ young 8wiss, wlio was e^'idently ihu«h hurt and shocked at^ 
this public aflront, jdaced one knee on the groniuV kissed^ his. 
father’s right hand, wliile'Arnold, without tlfb slijcriitpst 815*0 of anger, " 
bestowed nis blessing upon him ; ^fiiid Eniest, wi^ouj^ a word of 
rciuonstraulee, feiriiito the rear of the parly. The Ueputarton tljeu 


1 A 'loUlicr of the G^rinrui lofjintry,* 
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proceeded dowu tbe avenue which hiul been poipfccd out to them, 
aud at the bottom of which arose the massy ruins of Graffs-lust ; but 
there was not enougfh of daylight remaining to discern their exact 
form- They could observe as they drew nearer, and as the liight 
became darker, that three or four windows were lighted up, while 
the rest of the front remained obscured in gloom. When they arrived 
at the place, they perceived it was surrounded by a large anff deep 
moat, the sullen surface of which reflected, tbougii faintly, the 
glimmer of the lights ^within- 


CHArTER IX. 


Jh'mitcisro, Olvo you ftocKl-night. 

Munuilhis, O, fareWell, lionest Boldicr. 

Wlio hath relieved you ? 

Francisco^ Give you good-oight ; liernardo hath my place. 

• UamhU 

S iiJi^irst occupation of our travellers was to find the means of 
sing tll> moat ; and they were not long of discovering the tStc^ 
dv-Xiont on which the drawbridge, when lowered, had formerly rested. 
The bridge itself had been long decayed, but a temporary passage of 
fir-trees and jdanka laid been c^istructcd, apparently very lately, 
wliich admitted them to tlic chief eiitrancc of tiio castle. On entcriiig 
it, they found a wicket opmiing under the archway, which, glimmering 
with light, served to guide them to* a hnll prepared evidently for 
their accommodation as well as cireuftistanccs liad admitted of. 

A large fire of well-seasoned wood burned blithely in the chiniiiey, 
and liad been maintained so long there that the uir of the hall, iioi- 
willistanding its great size and somewhat rumous aspect, felt mild 
and gonial. There \lils also, at the end of the apartment, a stack of 
wood, large enough to maintain the fire had they been to rcinain 
there, a week. Two or three long tables in the liall stood cohered 
and ready for their reception ; and, on looking more closely, several 
largo hampers were found in a corner, contaiumg cold provisions of 
every kind, ])rcpared with^reat care, for their immediate use. The 
eyes of the g'ood Burgess of Soleure twinkled when he beheld the 
young men in the act of transferi’fng the supper from the hampers, 
and arranging it on the table. 

“ Well,” said he, “ ui^ae poor men of BAle have saved their char- 
acter ; since, if they Imve fallen short iu W'clcome, they have 
in good cheer.” 

“ Ah, friend ! ” said Arnold Biederman, the absence of the land- ^ 
lord is a great deduction from the entertainiUcnt. Better half an 
apple from the Jiaiul of^yoiir hos^ than a bridal feast withpit his 
cjompanyA 

“ We owe thf^m the less foj their baiiciuet ” said the Banneret; 
“ But, /voKi tl)iL^ Aoubiful language they held, 1 should iudge it meet 
to keep a strong guard to-uight, and even that* someTO our youngs 
mpli •B&o.uld, frotn time to time, patrol around the old rulus.^- 
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pla<!!G is stron;^ aiiA defensible, and so far onr thanks are due to those 
,i?irho have acted as our quarter-masters. We will, however, with your 
pertt^ssioB, my honoured brethren, examine the house within, and 
then arrange roj^ular ^yiiards and patrols. — To your duty, then, youn^ 
men, and search these ruins carefully, — they may, perchance, contain 
m%re than ourselves; for we are now near one who, like a pilfering 
fox, moves mere willingly hy night than day, and seeks his prey 
amidst mins and wildernesses rather than in the open field.” 

All agreed to this proposal. The young men took torches, of 
which a good provision haa beSn left for then* use, and made a strict 
search througn the ruins. 

The greater ])art of the castle was much more wasted and ruinous 
than th(' portion whi<5h tlie citiTsens of Bftle seemed to have destined 
for the accommodation of the embassy. Some parts were roofless, 
and the ivliole desolate. The glare of light— the gleam of arms — 
the sound of the human voice, and echoes of mortal trend, startled 
from flieir dark recesses bats, owls,fand other birds of ill omen, the 
usual inhabitnnls of such time-worn edifices, whose flight through tlic 
desolate ehambeis repeal cdly occasioned alarm amongst those wlio 
heard the noise without seeing the cause, and shouts of ]#ug)*^er 
when if became known. They discovered that the deep mont sur- 
rounded their place of rot rent on nil sides, and of course that they 
were in safety against any attack which could ^>0 made from without, 
except it was attempted by the mjt3n OT^trance, winch it w'as <‘asy to 
baiTicade, and guard with sentinels. They also ascertained by sfriet 
search, that though, it was possible an indiVidual might be concealed 
amid such a. waste <if ruins, yetJt was altogether impossible tliat any 
number wliich miglit he, formidable to so iargo a party as their own, 
could have remained there w'ithnul. a certainty of discovery, 'J'hesc 
]mrticulars wTre reported to the Banneret, who clivccted Doiincrliugcl 
to take chnvg'c of a body »»f six of the young i^n, such as ho should 
himself choo^'C, io ])ntrol on the outside of the huilding till the first 
eoek-erf)wing, and at that liour <o retuici to the casfle, W'hen the sajiio 
number w'cro to take the duty till nifu'ning dawned, an<I then i>c 
relifc^ved in fheir fmai. Rudolph declared his own intention to re- 
main on guard the whole night ; and as he was equally remarkable 
for vigihince a** fnr strength and courage, tfie external watch was 
cousiderf'<l as safely provided forjt being settled that, in case of any 
sudden rencounter! the deep ana lioarse soiiml of the Swiss ]>ugle 
should lie tlie signal for sending BU])port to th«^ pfttrolliiig party. 
-^.^Vitliin side tlie castle the precautions werfe t^ken with equal vigil- 
A sentinel, to bo relieved every two hours, was ap] jo in ted to 
taJto post at the principal gate, and other two kept watch on the 
other side of the easi^e, although the moat appearecl to insure safety 
in that quarter. ^ o 

TheSe prec«;utions being taken, the rcufiiinder of /the jparty sat 
down tor refresh themselves, the deputies ociftipyiifgjihe ilbper part 
of the hall, while those of their escort^ modestly arranged themselves 
ip the l'>wer of the same larg’e apartment. Q^iantitfes hay 
0®d#^raw, which were left jjiled in the wide casfle, wei*c puLto-the 
jpilj •jfjose Tor wdiich, undoubtedly, fhey bad been (festined* by th-e 
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citizens of llMe, anil, with the aid of cloaks and# mantles, were 
^ jiulgfed excellent 6*000 bedding by a hardy race, who, in war or the 
^ chase, were often well satisfied with a much worse night's lair. • 

The attention of the B^lese had even ffone so far as to provide for 
?vnne of Geierstein separate accommodation, more suitable to her 
fise than that assigned to tlie men of the party. An apartirn^t, 

' which hnd proba.bly been the buttery of the castle, enter«cl from the 
and had also a doorway leading out into a passage connected 
witli the ruins ; but this last had hastily, yet carefully, been built up 
^M'itli large bewn stones taken from tfiirniins ; without mortar, ih- 
lieecl, or any other cement, but so well secured by their own weiglit, 
ih’ftt an attempt to displace them miist have alarmed not only any 
one’ who might be in the apartment itself, but also those who were 
in the hall adjacent, or indeed in any part of the castle. In the small 
room thus carefully arranged and secured, there were two pallet- 
beds, and a large fire, which blazed on the hearth, and gave warmth 
and comfort to the apartment, tlie moans of devotion were 

not forgotten, a small crucifix of bronze being Inmg over a table, on 
which lay a breviary. 

Th<^ auto first discovered this little place of retreat came back 
loud In prais^ of the delicacy of the citizens of BA.I0, wlio, while 
preparing for the general accommodation of the strangers, had not 
■^Wled to 'provide separately and peculiarly for that of their female 
companion. * 

Anndd Biedorman felt the kindness of this conduct. “ We sliould 
nity our frievid.s of Bdle, and not nourisk resontment agnlu'^t tliem,” 
lie said. ** 'Fhoy have stretched tliidr kindne.'^^ towards us as far 
as fheir ])er.sonal iippreliensioiis pemndTed; and that saying ho 
small matter for them, my masters, fi*r no passion is so unutterably 
selfish as that of fear. — Aimc, ray love, thou art fatigued. Uo to the 
i;etreiit provided for ycu, and Lizettc shall bring yon from this 
almmlant mass of proviSonS what will bo fittest for yoTir ovening 
lineal. 

So saying, bo led his niece into the little bedroom, and, lookiiTJ^* 
roiindVitli an air of complacency, wislicd her good renos*': but there 
Avas Rometbing* on the raaidon's bi’ow wdiicb seemed to augur tliat 
i.M uncle's wishes would ifbt Im fulfilled. From the moment she liatl 
ieft Switzerland her looks liud beco^ie clouded ; her intercourse 
v/ith tlnise who approached licr had grown more brief and rare; her 
whole appearance was* nnw'keu with .secret anxiety or secret son*o\v. 

• rixis did not escape her untie, wim naturally imputed »t to the pai^ 
yf parting from Iiiin, whfch was probably soon to take pl.ico, ancrtTT 
licr regret at leaAung the tranquil spot in which so many years of 
lier youth had been spent. 

Ihit Anne of Gcierstcin haid no sooner entered the apartmertt tlnni 
Iiw wliole fra|ne tijoinblcd violently, ana the colour leaving ker’ checks 
efdirefy, she sunk ^btwii cJfi one of the pallets, where, resting* her 
elbows on her knees, and pressiil|»‘ her hands on Jier forehead, she 
, gather rcffettiWcd^a person Imriie down by mental d is trens, or op- 
pressed* by same severe illness, than one who, tired with a journpy^ 
Sfas in .li.ust.f^-'lo. hi'tdke herself to needful rest. Arnold was not ouick^ 
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6h*htcd as to il^e inauv sources of female passion. He saw that his 
iTi^e suflered; but imputing it only to the causes already men- 
tioned, au<»:m€nted by the hysterical effects often produced by 
fiftigfue, he efcntly blamed her for having^ departed from her clia- 
racter of a pwias maiden ere she was yet out of reach of a Swiss 
breeze of wind. 

Thou must not let the, dames of Germany or Flanders think that 
oxir daugrhtcrs have deg'enerated from their mothers ; else must wgr 
fi^’ht the battles of Sempach and Laupen over again, to convince the 
Ktiipcror and this liaughtp Duke of Burgundy that our men arc of 
the same mettle with their forefathers. And as for our parting, I do' 
not fear it. My bi'other is a Count of the Empire^ indeed, and tlier^- 
fore ho must heeds satisfy himself that everything over which he 
possesses any title shall be . at his command, and sends for thee to 
lirove his right of doing so. But 1 know him well: he will no 
sooner be ssitislicd that lie may command thy attendance at plea- 
sure, than he will concern Itimself about thee no more. Thee? 
Alas! poor tiling, in what coulds8 thou aid his courtly intrigues iind 
ambitions plans? No, no — thou art not for the noble Count's pur- 
‘])ose, and must be content to trudge back to rule the daiiw at Geier 
stein, ami be the darling uf thine old i>easantlike unclr-”* 

“Would to God we were there even now!*’ said the maiden, in- 
a tone of wretchedness which she strove in vain to conceal or sup« 
press. ^ 

“ That may hardly he till we have executed the purpose wliicli 
brought us hither/’ said the literal Lundammaii, “ Bat lay tlice on 
thy pallet, Anne— take a morsel of food and three drops of wine,* 
and thou wilt wake to-moiiow as gay as on a ywiss holiday, when 
the pipe sounds the reveille.” 

Anne was now able to plead a severe Iicadacln?, and declining all 
refreshment, which slie declared herself incapable of tiisting, rlio 
hade her uncle good-night. Slie then deOired Lizette to get some 
food for herself, cautioning her, m she returned, to make as little 
noise as possible, and not to break*^her repose if slxe should have the 
good fortune to fall asleep. Arnold Biedermau then kissed liistiiiece, 
and returned to the hall, where his colleagues in office were impa 
tient to commence an attack on the provisions which were in rcaiH- 
ness ; to wdiich the escort of yoting men, diminished by the i)atrols 
and sentinels, were no less di»^)osed than their senioi-s. 

The signal of assault w'as given b}»the Deputy from Sclnvitz, the. 
eldest of tJic party, pronouncing in patriarchal form a benediction 
the meal. The travellers then conssnenced their operations 
, with a vivacity which showed that the uncertainty whether they 
should get any food, and tlie delays which had occurred in arrang- 
ing themselves iif their quarters, had infinitely increased their appe- 
tite. Even the Landamman, whose ^niodcratiou sometimes ap- 
proached Vo abstinence, seemed that night in mA:e g^niial luimoVr 
than ordinary. His friend of Sclrwitz, after his «xatnple, ate, drank, 
and spoke more, than usual; wliile the rest of the deputjps pushed 
^their metfl to the verge of a carousal. The elder Pliilipsoii marked 
.-the ;:cenc with an attentive and anxious eye, confining. bis tfpplica- 
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t^DB to the irin&H^ to, such {ile^gres. ae Ute polithness of the Umes* 
called ntoon him te^»>p!7 to. Hi; son had left the hall just as the 
banquet oejmni .in..ftMB manner which we me now to relate. 

Arthur Imd propped to himself to jmn the ;oaths who were to 

S erform the duty of sentinels within, or patrols on the outside of 
leir place of renoSe. and had indeed made smne arransen^t for 
ftmt puro<»e with Sigismund, the third of the Landafhman’s sons. 
But while about to steal a parting glance at Anne of Qeierstein, be> 
fore offenng his Mrvice as no propose^ there appeared on her brow 
Buch a deep and solemn expression as diTertm his thoughts from 
every other sul^ect, exeeptiug the anxious doubts as to ^at could 
‘possibly have given rise to such a change. Tlie placid openness of 
brow ; the eye which expressed conscions and rearless iniioceuee i 
the lips which, seconded by a look aft frank as her words, seemed 
pel’ ready to speak, far kindpesa and in confidence, that which the 
heart dictated, were for the moment entirely changed in character 
and expression, and in a degree wnd manner for wTiicli no ordinary 
could satisfptorily account. Fatigue might have banished the 
rose from the maiden’s beautiful eontplexiou, and sickness or pain 
might Imrij^limmed her eye and clouded her brow. But the look of 
deep dejection with which she fixed her eyes at times on the ground, 
^and the startled and terrified glance which she cast around her at 
^ther intervals, must ligvc had their rise in some difierent source. 
Neither could illness or weariness Explain the manner in which her 
lips 'were conti'actcd or compressed together, like one who makes up 
her mind to act or behold something lhat is fearful, or account for 
the tremor which seemed at times to steal over her insensibly, though 
by a strong effort she was able at inter'rals to throw it off. For tliis 
change of egression tlicVe must be in the heart some deeply melan- 
choly and afflicting cause. What could that cause be ? 

. It is dangerous for fouth to behold beauty in tlie pomp of all her 
charms, witli every look bent upon conquest — more dangerous to see 
her in the hour of unaffected ^nd unapprehensive ease and sinydi- 
cifc>\ yielding herself to the graceful wliim of the moment, aim as 
willmg to be pleased as desirous of pleasing. There are minds which 
^9 more affected by gazing on beauty in sorrow, and feeling 
jlipat pity, that desire of cofflfortiug tfaa lovely mourner, which the 
poet has described as so nearly akiii^o love. But to a spirit of that 
romantic and adventurous qa&t which the Middle Ages freq^uejitly 
produced, the sight “of ^ young and amiable person evidently in a 
state of terror and suflferSig, wliich had no visible cause, was perhjyftp 
still more impressive tnau beauty, in her pride, her tenderneSTor;, 
her sorrow. Such sentiments, it must be rememuei’ed, were not con- 
fined to tfae highest ranks only, but might tlifn be found in all 
glasses of society which Were raised, above the mere peasaj^ or 
artisan. TJoung Philipsoft gazed on Anno of Qeierstctn witli such 
^intense curiosity, jifingleA with pity and tenfiernesa, that the bttstling 
scene around him seemed to vatflsii firom his eyes, and leave no ono 
in the n^is/lialfsave himself aiid the object ofliis interest. 

Wiii^ could it be that so evidently oppressed and almost quailgd 
‘ a spirit 66 ^'ell balanced, and a courage so well tempered, whcf 
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being jfttorded lqr'*the Btvords erf the brerest men perhaps to be foimd 
m Emropei <uid lodged in a place of strength, even the most timid of 
herlex mig^t have found confidence? Bnreljr if an attack were to 
be made upon them^ the ckmonr of a conflict in such cireumstancea 
muM tscarce be more terrific than the roar of those cataracts which 
lie^^d seen, her despise ? At least, he thought, she ought to ho 
aware that there is one who is bound by firtendsUip and gratitude to 
fight to the death in her defence* Would to hoavon^ he continued 
in the same reverie, it were ^possible to convey to her, without sign 
or speech, the assurance of my unalterable resolution to protect her 
in tne worst of perils! — As such thoughts streamed through his 
mind, Anne raishu her eyes in one of those fits of deep feeling whicli 
seemed to overwhelui her ; and while she east them round the hall, 
with a look of apprehousion, as if she expected to see amid the well* 
known companions of her Journ^ some strange and tinwcleoiac 
apparition^ they encountered the fixed and anxious gaze of young 
Pnilipson. They were instantly bent on the ground, while a deep 
blush showed how much she was conscious of naving attracted liis 
attention by her previous deportment. 

Ariliur, on his part, with eqmd consciousness, blushw4W(s tfrceply 
as the maiden herself, and drew himself bock from her observation. 
But when Anne rose up, and was escorted by her uncle to her bed- 
elianiber, in the manner wc ha^ already laciitioned, it seemed to 
IMiilipson as if she had carrieu with her from the apartment the 
lights with which it was illuminated, and left it in the twilight 
melancholy of &oiuc funeral hall. Ilis deep musitigs were pursuing 
the sulnoet which occupied them thus anxiously, when the manly 
voice «« Dounerhugel spoke <*h>so in his ear — 

“Wliut. cornradel has our journey to-day fatigued you so much 
that you go to sleep upon your foot?” 

‘^jNowlJrav^n forbid, llauiifm^m,” said llfb Englibhnian, starting 
from liis rovorie, and addressing fiUdolph by bis iiaiuc (signifying 
Cagtain, or literally ilead-innn), whifth tne youth t»f the exjicditioii 
had by unaiiimouH consent bestowed on him, — ‘^ireaveu for^d I 
should sleep ii there be aught like action in the wind.” 

“ Where dost thou propose to be at cock.crow ? ” said the Swiss. 

Where duty bhall call mo, or your CTOcrieuce, noble Ilaupiman,* 
^hall Mpoint,” replied Arthur. with your leave, I purposed to 
take ISigismund’s guard on the brid^ till midnight or morning 
lawn, lie still feels the sprain which he rec^eived in his spring after 
chamois, and I persuaded him to Uine some iminterruptcd 
"est, as the best mode of restoring his strength.” 

"He will do w^ to keep his counse!, then,” again whispered 
Donnerhugcl; "tife old liandamman is not a mao to make allow- 
mee*^ for mishaps when they iiterfere vdth duty. Those who are 
mder Ids orders should Jhave as few braiiftyas a bull, ^ as strong Jimbs 
IS a bear, and be as impassible as^ lead or iron t# all the casuidtics* 
>f life, and all the weaknesses of humanity.” 

* Arthur i^eplied in the same tone:— "I have been the linudsiu- 
Hsaif b*guoKt for some time, and have seen no specimens such 
%id discipline.” 
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*“ You are o stnua/rar toid tin Swiaii, "«Qd the old man has too 
mnch hoapitidity to lay you undor the IcatA reatraint. You arc a 
volimtepr, too. in trhaterer share you choose to take in out spofts or 
our military duty ; and therefore, when 1 ask you to walk abroad 
with me at the first oock-crowinff, H is pnly in the event that si^ 
exercise shnli entirely oonsist with your own pleasure." 

“ 1 consider myself as under your oonuaand for dfh time,” mud 
Pbilipson ; ^ but, not to handy oourteey, at eodk-crow I shall be re- 
lieved iVom my watch on the drawhndj^e^ and will ho by that time 
2 >lad to ex(d>ange the post fin* a more extended walk.” 

" Do you not choose more of thhi f^lfnin^, and probably unneces- 
spry duty, than may befit your strengrth ? *’ said B udulph. 

* I take no more than you do," said Arthur, “ oi you propose not 
to take rest till moniinj?." 

" True/’ answered Dbnnerhugel, “ but 1 am a Swiss/’ 

“ And J," answered Philipaon, quickly, " am an Englisliman.” 

“ 1 did not mean wbat 1 said ki the sense you tolcc it,” said Ru- 
dolph, Inu^rhin^j: ; ” I only meant, that 1 am more intei-cHtcd in this 
matter than you eon bo, who are a strangor to the cause in which 
we «Mafi«MI||>nally eni^ed.” 

am a stranger, no doubt,” replied Arthur? “but a strau^r 
who ha*" enjoyed your hospitality,* and who therefore claims arit^t, 
while with jou, to a sbgre in your iahoura and tlauffcrs.” 

lie it so,” said Rudolph Donfierhii^el. ” I slnill have finislicd 
my iiist rounds at the hour when the sentinels at the castle are 
relieved, and shall be retwly to recomthence them in your good coin- 
l)aiiy.” 

“ Content,” said the Engrlisliinau. '* And now I will to my post, 
for 1 suspet^ Sigismund is^lamiug me already, os oblivious of iny 
piomise.” 

They hastened togeglier to the gate, where Sigismund willingly 
yielded up his weapon and his pruard to youiur Philinsou, eonfirming 
the idea sometimes cutertaiiiccf of him, that he was uic most indeileut 
•‘uuyeast spirited of the family of Geicrstcin. Rudolph could not 
suppress his displeasure. 

“ What would the Tj|mdHiu>nan say,” he demanded, if he saw 
thee thus quietly yield up Tiflst and partiiau to a stranger ? ' 

“Jie would say I dul well,” nnskvered ilie joiing' ni.ni, nothing 
daunted ; " for lie Is for eves reminding us to let the stranger have 
his own way iu cvery^iug; and English Arthur stands on tills 
bridge by Ins own wi^,*Hitd no asking of mine. — Therefoic, 
Arthur, since thou wilt barter warm straw and a sound sleep fop 
frosty air and a cleajp moonlight, I make thee welcome with all my 
heart. Hear your duty : You are to stop all wlfi enter, or attempt 
to enter, or till they givo the passwyd. If thn are sti'anger% you 
mus^ give^lann. But y^u will sufibr snob or our fitenus ,as are 
known to you topdss ouiwards, without clfiillenge or alarm, because 
the deputation may find ocensidft to send messengers abroad." 

“ A murrain on thee, thou lazy losel ! ” said Rudolph-a" Thou art. 
Uic wuly. slvggard of thy kin.” 

‘•^nen 'am, I we only wise man of them pH," said the youtli.*-* 
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yo, bme ye fwito ituppcd Aw orontojf,— heve y« 

. **ikho, point of wisdoin, ye owV* enawered the Bcmesi^ ** not to 
go Into the forest ftLfttitig*.*’ , ^ 

‘’If it is 'wisdom^to eat when ire are htmary,” answered Sigw- 
iSun^, ** there can be no folly in sleepiog when we arc weAiy.'* ^ So 
saying and after a desperate yawn <n* two, the relieved sentinel 
halted oif, giving fall effect to the sprain of whicdi he eompkmed. 

Tet there is strength iu those loitering limbs, and valour in that 
indolent and sluggish spirit/' said Budolph to the Englishman. 
*• But it is time that I, who censure others, should betake me to my 
own task. — Hither, comrades of the watch, hither,” 

The Bernese accompauied those words with a whistle, which 
broiiglit from within six young men. whom he had previously chosen 
for the duty, and who, after a hurried supper, now waited nis sum- 
'moils. One or two of them had large blood-hounds or Ijmc-dogs, 
which, thougli usually employed iucthe pursuit of animals of chase, 
were also excellent for discovering ambUsendeB, iu which duty tlieii 
services weie now to be etnployein One of tliese animals was lielil 
in a icash, by the person who, forming tlic advance o£dir Ji^.irty, 
went about twenty yards in front of them ; A second iros the pro- 
perty of Douneihngel himself who had the creature singularly 
under command. 'j*hrcc of his companions amended him closely, 
and the two ofhei-s followed, one ^ whom boro a horn of the Bernese 
wild bull, by way of bogle. This little party crossed the moat by 
the temporary bridge, and moved on to the verge of tlie forest 
which lay adjacent to the entitle, and the skirts of which wore mosi 
likely to conceal any ambuscade that could be apprehended. The 
moon was now up, and near the Aill, so that Arthur, from the eleva 
tioii on whicli the castle stood, could trace their slow, cuutiouf 
inardi amid the broad silver light, until tliey^erc lost in the dcpth« 
of the forest. 

When this object had oensed to occupy his eyes, the thoughts oj 
his lonely watch again retunicd to Anne of Oeicratoin, aud to the 
singular cxpi’cssiou of distress and apprehension which had tlia< 
evening clouded her bcautifhl features. Then the blush which had 
chased for the moment paleness and totTor'from her countenance 
at the instunt liih eyes encountered hors — was it anger- -was ii 
modesty— was it some softer feeling, niore gentle than the one 
more tender than the other ? Young lliilipseon,* wiio, like Chauccr’i 
^nuire, uas-“ as modest as a maid,'' nlmoss trembled to give to that 
lodir'the favourable iutcrpi^tation, which a more sclf-satiahcd gal- 
%iit would have applied to it without scruple. -No hue of rising oi 
sotting day was ev^ so lovely in the eyes of tlic young man as that 
blush was in his recollection ; nor did ovot' entliusiabtic visionary, oi 
poetibal dr^mer, find out so nmny faucifkl forn)s ii* the clond>, aj- 
Arthm* divined various interpretations frdln the indications oT in 
teres t which liad pas&ed over tlic beautiful countenance of the Swi<' 
maidcii. ^ 

' ;Iu*the mean time the thought suddenly burst on liis iwericwthat 
'iCcpuld little concern him what was Iho cause of^ilic jxa'tuTlijrinii 
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rfie had cxldbited. The; Imd mai at no distant period for the firM 
time*-- they huist soon part fot ever« She coulcl be nething^ more 
to bw than the remembranee of a beautiful vision^ and he eould 
have no other part in her tpemory aave aa a etraitfirer from a foreign 
]and| ivlio im&(n a for a eeasou in Tier unde'e house, 

but wliom she could no^or expect to see again. 'Wiien this ideiHti^ 
truded on the trah^ of romantie trisious wTiich agitated him. it was 
like the sharp stroke of the harpoon, which awakens Uie whale firom 
slumbering torpidity^into violent action. The gateway in wtiich the 
ydung soldier kept Ins watch seemed fuddenly too narrow for him. 
He rushed across the temporary bridge, and hastily traversed a short 
space of ground in front of the tite-du^jjont, or defensive work, on 
which its outer extremity rested. 

Here for a time he paced the narrow extent to which he was con- 
iiuod by liis duty as a sentinel with long and rapid strides, as if he 
had been engaged by vow to take the greatest possible quantity of 
exercise upon 8iat limited spac^of ground. His exertion, however, 
produced the effect of in some degi ee composing his mind, recalling 
jiim to himself, and reminding him of tho imincrous reasons which 
prohj^jjy^g^ fixing his attention, much more his affoctioiis, upon 
thk^ounj^icrson, however fascinating she was. 

1 liave suroly, he thoiiglit, as he slackened his pace and shouldered 
Ids heavy partisan, sense enough left to recollect my condition and 
my duties — to tliink of my fathe%to whom 1 nin nil in all— and to 
think also on the dishonour which must accrue to me, were I cap^ 
able of winning the affections of a frauk-hearted and confiding girl, 
to whom 1 could never do justice bv dedicating luy life to return 
them. he said to himself, *'^sne will soon forget tne, and I 

will study to remember her no otherwise than T would a pleasing 
dream, which hath for a moment crossed a night of perils and 
dwgers, such as my Iffe seems doomod to be.’’ 

As he spoke, he stored short in his walk, and as he rested on his 
weapon, a tear rose unWdden-to his eye, and stole down liis .cheek 
without being wiped away. But he combated this gentler fitood 
of passion as ho had formerly battled with that which was of a 
wilder and more desperate character. Shaking oft* the dejection 
and sinking of spirit vriiicl^hc felt creeping upon him, he resumed, 
at the same time, the air and attitude of an attentive seutincl, and 
recalled his mind to the duties of hft watch, which, in the tumult of 
his feelings, he had aknost*forgotten. But what was his astonish- 
ment when, as bo looked out on the clear landscape, tlicre passed 
from the bridge ttiwartn the fvirest, crossing him in the brood mdUn- 
light, the living and moving likeness of Anne of Geierstein I 
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CHAPTER X 

We kuow not ^heik wo iloop nor when wo nrake. 

Tiotons distinot and perfiMi eroM our oytf 
cWHoh to the ilnmborer aeem reaUUoi t 
And whOe thev waked, oomo mu hm Om mcih aSi^lo 
Ai eot kt nouoht the evidonoe of oenoe^ 

And loft them vellmreitaded ihesr tvore dreaming; 

Aiumpwms* 

t Trb Apparition of Anno of Oeiomttin inrogaod Iter lover— her 
wmireTy at least wo must call him-^^witfain shorter time than we 

§ tell the story. But it was distinct perfect^ and undoubted. In 
verv instant when the youns^ EnfUsfaman. shakiniT off his fond 
aonoeney, raised his head to look out upon uie scene of his watcb^ 
Mine from the ncal^er end of the bridge, crossing the path of the 
swtinel, upon whom she did not even cast a look» and passed with a 
rapid yet steady pace towards the verge of the woodland. 

U would have been natural, though Arthur been dliwiAte/l not 
to rballonge pei’sous who left the castle, but only sucff as might 
aiipi^oh it, that he should, ueverthelcas, had it only been in mere 
elvuity, have held some coaiinunicatiou, however slight, with the 
i maiden as she crossed liis post But tlic audUeuness of her appear- 
ance took ftom him for the instant both speech and motion. It 
seemed as if his own imagiuetiou had raised up a phautomi pre* 
Bonting to his ouiwai'd senses the form and features which engrossed 
his mind I and he was silent^ i?artly at least from the idea, that what 
he gazed upon was immaterial, and not of this world. 

It would nave been no less natural that Aune of Qeierstcin should 
have in some manner acknowledged the peipou who had spent a 
considerable time under the same roof with nor, had been often her 
pswrtn^ in the dance, and licr comptyiion in the field ; but she did 
mt Evince the slighUiM token of recognition, nor even Imik towards 
him as Bhe paased ; her eye was on the wood, to which she advanced 
swiftly and Hlcadily, and she was hiddeu by Its boughs ere Arthur 
had recollected hiinbelf sufficiently to determine what to do. 

Ills first feeling was anger at himself for tmfiering her to pass uu- 
questloned, when it might well fiiance, that unoii any errand which 
called her forth at so extraordinary a ti&e avi place, he might have 
teen enabled to afford her assistance, or atdeast advice. This senti- 
m\»ht was for a short time so predominant, tl&t he ran towB^s tho 
^lace where he had seen the skirt of her dress disappear, and whis- 
senng her name as joud as the fear of alarming the castle permitted, 
return, and hear him buhfor a few brief moments. 
No dSlswer, however, was returned ; and when the braiicht'a ,of the 
recs began to darken over his head and to intercept the'moonltght, 
le recollected that he was leaving kis post, and exposing his fellow- 
ravellers, who were Irupting in his vigilance, to Ihc^dangexsof sur- 
irlse.^ * 

lie' hMteaed, therefor*, back to the castle tfate^vit^ matt^K ibr 
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aud more inextricable doubt and anxio^iiban Imd occupied 
Jiim during' tfae cotzunencemont of bis watch* Be asked himself iu 
Miin, with what purpose that modest youniT maiden, whose ma^uers 
were franki but whose conduct bad mways seemed so delicate and 
reserved, could sally forth at midnight like a damael'Cn'aui in 
romance, when she was in a strange country and suspicious 
bourhood ; yet he rcjecteds as he would have shrunk from blasphemy^ 
any Jnte^retation which could have thrown censure upon Anne of 
Geierstciu. NO| nothing was she capable of doing ibr which a 
friend could have to blush. But coudSeting her previous agitation 
with the extraordinary fact of her leaving the castle, alone and 
defenceless, at such an hour» Arthur necessarily concluded it must 
argue some cogent reason, mid, as was most likelvi of an unpleasant 
nature. — "‘I wil watch her return,*' he hiternally uttered, “and if 
she will give me an opportunity, 1 will convey to her the assurance 
that there is one iaitbfm bosom in her neighbourhood, which is bound 
in honour and gratitude to pom? out every drop of its blood, if hjf 
doing so it can protect her from the slightest inconvenience. This 
h no silly 0ight of ropsance, for which common-scn&e has a right to 
I OUly what 1 ought to do, what I must do, or forego 
every claitir to be termed a man of honesty or honour.’* 

Yet scarce did the young man think himself aneijored on a reso- 
lution >\hich seemed unobjectionable, than his thoughts were again 
adrift. 11 o reflected ^hat AuncamigUt have a desire to vHt the 
neighbouring town of B41c, to which she had boeu invited the day 
before, and whore her uncle had friesids. It was indeed an itncom** 
men hour to select for such a purpose j but Arthur was aware tliat 
tlic Swiss maideus feared neither soluary walks nor late houis aiul 
that Anne would have walked among her ownx liills by moonlight imieh 
fardier than the distance betwixt their phu^ of encampment and 
B4ie, to sec a sick frimid. or for any similar purpose. To pnss him- 
self ou lier confid<mce, then, might he impcrliinuice, not kindness ; 
and as she had passeil him without taking the slightest noti<;e of his 
pi'caence, il uus evident f%ho did ni»t rtican ^olnmarily to inuic^ him 
hpr confidant ; and probably she involved in no difficultits wdiere 
his aid could bo useful In thus calc, the duty of a genlleinan was 
to permit her to return as»shc had gone forth, minotici^d uinl uik 
questioned, leaving it with herself to hold communication with him 
or not as she nhould clioose. * 

Another idea, beioii^iuglo the age, also passed through liis mind, 
though it made no strosig impression upon it. TJiis foi ni, so pfr- 
fectly resembling Anlffe of Geierstein, might be a deception of the^ 
sight, 01 - it might be one of those fantastic apparifionb, concerning 
which there were so many talcs told iu all countries, and of which 
Switzerland and Germany had, as Arthur well^ knew, the^ fhU 
sham The internal ami undefinahlc feelings which ro^trnindu him 
fro/ffaccoSting Uw maWen, as miglit hawe been natural for* him to 
have done, are Easily explauied^ on the supposition that his moartfll 
frame ahrunk from an encounter with a bemg of a diflgrent nature. 
There had «iso been some expressions of the magistrate of B&le* 
whiSR m%ht apply to the castle’s being liable to he haunted byncipgi 
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idiuofa on the subject yet the iiistructionfl of hid nitlier. a men of 
ISreat intrepidity and distingaiabed jgfood senses had taught him to be 
es;treinely unwilling to refer anything to supernatural interferencest 
was capable of explanation by ordinary i-ules; and he there- 
fore shook cwF, without difficulty, any feelings of superstitious fear, 
which for an instant connected itself with hu nocturnal adventure. 
He resolved finally to suppress all disquieting conjecture on the 
sulnect, and to await firmly, Sr not patiently, the return of the fair 
Tision, which, if it should not fully explain the mystery, seemed at 
least to afford the only chance of throwing light upon it. 

Fixed, Uierefore, in purpose, he traversed the walk which his duty 
permitted, with his eyes fixed on the part of the forest where he liad 
seen the beloved form disappear, aud foi'gctful for tlio moment that 
his watch had any other purpose than to observe her return. But 
from this abstraction of mind he wps roused by a distant sound in 
the forest, which seemed the clash of armour. Ilccalled at once to 
a sense of his duty, and its importance to his father and liis fellow- 
travellers, Arthtu* planted himself on the temporary bridggpilibilF® a 
stand could best be made, aud turned both eyes and eaTs to watch 
for approaching danger. The sound of arms and footsteps camo 
nearer — spears ond helmets advanced from the greeiiwoou glade, 
and twinkled in the moonliglit* sBut the stHtely form of Rudolph 
Donnerbugel, marching in front, was easily recogmsod, and antkonnoed 
to our sentinel the return of ithe patrol. Upon their approach to 
the bridge, the challenge, and interchange of sign and counterhlgn, 
which are usual on such occ.isioiis, took place in due form; and as 
Rudolph’s party filed off one after another into the castle, lie com- 
manded them to wake their companions, with whom he intended to 
renew the patrol, aud at the same tune to send a relief to Arthur 
Philipson, whoso watcJi on the bridge was now ended. Tljis last fact 
was confirmed by the deex7 and distanttoll of the Minster clock from 
the tbwn of B&le, w hich, prolonging its sullen sound over field and 
forest, announced that miuniglxt was past. 

‘‘And now, comrade,” contifiued Rudol|)h to the Englisliman, 
“have the cold air and long watch detcn^iinml thee to retire to food 
aud rest, or dost thou still hold the intention of partaking our 
rounds?” 

In very truth,. It would Lave been Arthitr’s choice to have remained 
inthe ]>lacc where ho was, for the purpose of watching Anne of 
Gefe'steiu’s return from her mysterious exettrsion. lie could not 
easily have found an excn«ie for this, however, and he was unwilling 
to give^ the haughty ^onnerhugel the least suspicion that he was in- 
ferior m hardinrad, or in the power of enduring fatigue, to any of 


but while lie restored the borrowed ipartisan to thd sluggish Sigis- 
xrand, who came from the castle yawning an4t str^mng himself 
one whose slumbers'had been broken by no, welcome summons, 
they were deepest aud sweetest, he acquaint4td BudolpbTttet 
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luf retaiued his vur^e of narlakut^ itt kfa teOQAnoitrinff duty. 
They were speedily juiued by coe rest of tUbJttttnwiOdr party, amongst 
whom was Rudiger, the didest son of the jjti^dannBfin of Untcrgal' 
den; and when, led by the Bernese ebampiOB, they bad reached the 
skirts of the forest, llndolph oomtnnndea three of them to attend 
Budiger Bioderman. 

<’ Tliou wilt make thy round to the left side,** said tfaefiernese ; "] 
will draw off to the right— see thou keepest a good look^mt, and we 
will meet merrily at the place appointed. Take one of the hounds 
with you. 1 will keep Wolf-fangcr, who will open on a Burgundian 
as readily as on a bear.” 

Rudiger tnored off with his party to the loft, according to the 
directions receired; and Rudolph, fiating sentTorward oue of his 
number in front, and stationed another iu the rear, commanded the 
third to follow himself and Arthur PhiUpson, who thus constituted 
the main body of the patrol. llaTing intimated to their immediate 
attendant to keep at such distance as to allow them ftreedom of con- 
versation, Rudolph Addressed the Englishman with the familiarity 
which their recent friendship had created. — “And now, B[ing Arthur, 
whatJibliRju ihe Majesty of England of our Helvetian youth ? Could 
they* win ^erdon in tilt or tourney, tbinkest thou, noble prindo ? Or 
would they rank but amongst the coward knight of ComouaillcH ?” ^ 

“ For tiK and touring I cannot answer,” said Arthur, summoning 
up his spirits to reply, because 1 never beheld one of you inonuteu 
nn a steed, or having spear iu rest Bukif strong limbs and stout 
hearts are to be considered, I would matcli you Swiss gallants with 
(hose of any country in the univci’sc, whore manhood is to be looked 
for, whether it be in heart or hand.” 

“ Thou speakest us fair ; and. young Englishman,” said Rndolph, 
“know that we think as highly of thee, of which I will presently 
afford tJtec a proof. Thou tnlkcdst hut now of horses. 1 know but 
little of them ; yet 1 jiiuge thou wonldst not buy a steed which thou 
hadst only seen covered with tisipnings, or encumbered with (tpddle 
and bridle, but wouldst desiro to look at him when stripped, aim in 
his ifutural state of freedom ? ’* 

“ Ay, marry, would I,” said Arthur. “ Thou hast spoken on that 
os if thou haust been horn i>^ district called Yorkshire, which men 
ball the merriest part of hlorry England.” 

“ Then I tell thee,” said Rudoljm l>onnorhugel, “ that thou hast 
seen our Swiss youth bvt half, since thou hast observed tlicni os yet 
only iu tlicir submissive attendance upon the elders of Uieir cantons, 
or, at most, in their mdhutaiu sports, which, though they may show 
men’s outward strength and activity, can throw iu> light on the spirit 
and disposition by which that strength and nctiridr are to be guided 
and directed in matters of high enterorise.” , 

The ^wiss probably designed that flicse remarks shoul^cxcittnhe 
Curiosity of the stranger.* But the Englisliman had thelma^^ook, 
and form of .tone*of Geiersteiu,«B she hod passed him in the slleni 

1 ’Hifl. dtlvSIrr of Oomwall are oenexa^y undemlued in Ute Konnaa>innpcli i* 
to disMvvr. 
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Jioors of his vstch# too constantly before him, to enter singly 

of oonrersation totally fwOUrn to what agitated nis mind. 
«u^ 'iberefore^ oofy CompiaUiOd himaelf to reply in civility, that liet 
Ipn no doubt nis esteem for ^e Swiss, both aged and young, would 
iiMsrease in proportion with his more intimate knowledge of the nation. 
,«^e was then fldent; and Donnerhugel. disappointed, perhaps, at 
having failed to e^eite his ouriosil^, walked smo in silenae by bis 
side. . Artinir, motmwh^ wds oonsidarirng with -himBelf 'Whether he 
:t 3 ioiild ta«tttion,td .1^ commion the mnmmstance which occupied 
^ dwii mifid, 'hi -i&e hope wat the kinsman of Anne of Qeierstein, 
.and ancient J»iend her house, might be a'Me to throw some %ht 

subject. , ’,r ■ ‘ 

But he felt vritfam his mind'an insarmountalde objection to can-, 
verse with the Swiss on a snlject In vfdiich Anne was concemed. 
That fiudolph made pratensions .to her finrour could hardly be 
^ubted$ and tAough Arthur, had tlie g.neBtion been put to him, 
must in common consis^i^ have redfmed all competition on the 
subject, stiU he could not near to think on the possibility of his 
rirm’s success, and would not willing^ have endured to Aear him 
pronounce her name. _ 

Perhaps it was owing to this semet ilTitabUit]^ 'ftat ATfhur, though 
he made every effort to conceal and to overcome the sensation, still 
felt a secret dislike to Rudolph Donnerhugel, whose ftunl^ but 
somewhat coarse familiarly, waa mingled Wiu a certain air of pro- 
tection and patronitfe, idu(di wc Englishman thought was by no^ 
*100808 called for. He metithe openness of tlie. Bernese, indeed, 
with equal frankness, but he was ever and anon tempted to reject 
or repel me tone of supcrioility by which it was accompanied. The 
circumstances of their duel had given tiie Swits no ground for such 
triumph; nor did Arthur feel himself inclnded In that roll of the 
Swiss youth, over whom Rudolph exercise^domination by general 
consent. So little did Piulipson relish this anectation of snperiority, 
tliat the poor jest, that termed him ^jng Arthur, althougii quite in- 
different to him when applied by any of the Bleoermans, was rather 
offensive when Rudolpli took the same liberty; sd that he often fbund 
himself in the awkward condition of one who is mternally irritated, 
without having any outward manner o£ testifying it with propriety.' 
Undoubtedly, the root of all tbis tacit dislike to the young Bernese 
was a feeling of rivalry ; but ^t was a feeling wbicli Arthur dared 
not avow even to himself. It was suffreienky powerful, however, to 
suppress the slight inclinataou he had felt^ speidi witli Rudolph on 
tW passage of we night which had most inlArested him ; and as the 
topic of conversation introduced^ by his companion had been suffered 
fp drop, they walked on side by aide in silence, “ with tiio beard on 
the shoulder," as the Spaniard says, — lonking round, that is, on ^1 
hands ; and thus performing tlte duty of » vigilant vsatch. 

At Jengm, after they l^ad walked nemlysa mile througlb fm^ an 6 ^ 
field, m^ing adreuit around the wins of Gra^s-Itut, of such an ex- 
tent as to leave no room for aia ambush betwixt them and the place, 
the old behind, led by *the vedette who was foremost, stopped, and 
ifttefed a low growl* 
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*How now, Wolf-fimg'or ! ” said Budolpb, adyauein^.~*‘ Wbat^ 
bid fellow! dost thou not know frienda firoxu feed? Come, what 
«aje8t thou, on bett^ thooghtd P-r-TJbou miuM; not lose ebaractmr in 
thy did age— try it Bgain.’^ . 

The dog raised his head» snuffed the aSr nU around^as if be under- 
stood what his xna^er had said, then abook Ids head and 
answeFiiig‘ to his voiea 

Why, there it fe now,’^ said Doimet&ugel, tettin/iC t^e animaf^ 
snagrg? back ; ^'saoend thoughts are wo^h gold) thou seeKt it & a 
fHond after suL*^ . , , * 

The dog again shook his tail, and moved forward with jSmmma 
pmconeevn as hefotei Rudolph fell back into hit |»}ace, and nm eom^ 
ptaion said to bim«^ ^ 

^ We are about to meet Ru^ffiger and bur companions, 1 suppose 
and the dog hears footste|S, Ihougb we cannot/’ 

^ It can scarcely yet'be Budiger,” said the Bernese ; his walk 
around the castle is of a wider cuoomjfisiwnce than ours. Some one 
approaches, however, for Wolf-ianger is again dissatisfied. — ^Look 
sharply out on all sides.'’ 

gave his party the word to be on the ale^t, they 
readied an open glade,* in which were scattered, at considerable dis^ 
.tance from each other, some, old pine-trees of gigantic sipe, which 
seemed yet huger and blacker than ordinary, from their broad sable 
tops and shattered braffiches being displayed against the clear and 
white moonlight. We shall here at least,” said the Swiss, ** hare 
the advantage of seeing clearly whaterer approaches. But I judge,” 
said lie, after looking around for a minute, ’*it is but some wolf or 
deer tliht has crossed opr path, and tlie scent disturbs the hound. — 
Hold — stop — yes, it must be so ; he goes on.” 

The dog accordingly proceeded, after having given some signs of 
doubt, uncertainty, au;^ even anxiety. Apparently, however, he ]>e- 
came reconciled to what had disturbed him, and proceeded once more 
in the ordinary maiiuer. • 

” This is singular ! ” said Arthur Philipson ; ” and, to my thmR:ing, 
I Bf^v an object dose by yonder patch of thicket, where, as well asT 
can guess, a few them and ha^l bushes surround the stems of four 
or five large trees." 

” My eye has been on that Very thicket for these five minutes past, 
and I saw nothing," said Budolpii. • 

^ Nay, but/’ answered thS young Englishman, ** I saw the object, 
whatever it was, while you were engaged in attending to the dog. 
And by your permissidfi, I odU forward and examine the spot." * 

” Were you, strictly speaking, under my command,” said l>onner- 
Imgel, “ 1 would command you to keep your plsge. If they be foes, ^ 
it is essential that we diould remain together. But you are a volun- 
teer Jivour watcli, and therefore maj use your freedom.^ 
“rihanlPyou,” aDswe;^d Arthur, mid siu'ung quickly forwai^. 

He felt, indeed^ at the moment, that he was not acting courtdimBly* 
as an itiaividuil, nor perhaps correctlv as^ a soldier ; and^ thafV];e 
ought to have rendered obedience for ine time to the eJ|ptam of 
paftftn whij^ hi Jmd enlisted himself. But, on the other baffd, 
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o1[|twt bod «feBii, tbouffli at a distance and uaperfwfl 

Mimed to bear a reaentblouce to tue retiring form of Anne of Geici- 
M elie had vaniidied ^om his eyes, an hour or two before, undcnr 
tlweoFer of the ftirest; and his ungoTernabte ouriosity to asccrtara 
whether it might not be the maiden in person, allowed him to Iwten 
other oonsideriktiou* 

Sre Budohib bod spohen oat lus few words of reply, Arthur was 
hsdf'-wajy to the thicket. It was, as it had seemed at a distance, 
email extent, and not fitted fo hide any pei'son who did not actooDy 
eondi down amongst the dwarf bushes end underwooA Anything 
white, also, wbiehnore the human siee and form, must, he thought 
have been dkeorered among tbe dark>red stems and swarthy^eolosred 
bwdtos whkh were before him. Tiieso ohservatioBs were mingled 
with other thoughts. If it was Anne of Qdmtein whom he had a 
seeood time seen, she must bare loft the more open path, desirous 
probably of aToiding notice ; and what right or title had he to direct 
upon her the obserration of the patrol? He had, be thought, oh- 
sorred tliat, in general, the maiden mher repelled than encouraged 
the attentions of lludolph Donnerliugcl $ or, whei'e it would have 
been discourteous to have rdected them entirely, tlmt 
without encouraging them. What, then, could be the pro^iety of 
his intruding upon her private walk, singular, hidecd, from time and 
place, but which, on that account, tiie might be more desirous to 
keep secret from the observatioo of one nfiio was disagreeable to 
her? Nay, was it not possible that Rudolph might derive advantage 
to his otherwise unacceptable esuit, by jiossessing tho knowledge of 
somctliing which tho mudon dcbU'od to be concealed ? 

As these thoughts pressed 'upon hiiu^ Arthur made a pause, wlih 
his eyes fixed on the thicket, from wiucb he was now scarce thir^ 
yards distant ; and although scrutinising it with all the keen acou* 
racy which Ills nncertiuuty and aiudety dictamd, lie was actuated by 
a sti'ong feeling that it would be wisest to turn back to his com* 
piuiions and report to Rudolph that Ids eyes htvd deceived him. 

Bnc while he was yet undecided nhctlier to advance or return, tho 
object which he liod seen became again shiblo on tho verge of*the 
thicke^ and advanced straight toworas him, bearing, as on the for- 
mer occasion, tho exact dross and figure ef Aniie of Q^orsteiu! 
This vision — ^for the time, place, and suddenness of the appearance, 
made it seem rather an iUasion''tbau a reality — struck Arwur with 
surprise which amounted to terror. The toui'o passed within a 
spear’s length, ^challenged by him, and (giving not the slightest 
sign of recognition; and, directing its eouis^ to the rig^t liand of 
Rudolph, and tbe two or three who were with him, was again loit 
among the broken ggound and bushes. 

Once more the young man was reduced to a state of tho most 
inexfiricabl^doubt; nor was hc^oosed frpra the stu^r into which 
he was thrown, till the yoice of the Bernese sounded 4n his ‘ear, . 
— “3^*hy, how now, King Arthur o-art thou asAep, or art thou 

Jinded ? ” *1 

’ r smd Philipson, collecting himself; **only much sur* 

pnsed. ’ 
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Surprised ? nod oi aio«t roy«l~— 

Forbear fodery/’ s^d Avtbor, aomeiffbat sternly, "and antcnet 
M thou art a mao-^Did sbo not meet tbeer<~-didBt thou uotosce 
fcr?" 

« "See lierl--H]Co wbom?” said Donneffhogel. "1 satr no one. 
And 1 could bare sworn you bad seen no one eitbeff, for X bad^O? 
in my eye the whole time of your tJaeace, exoentinff ^wo or three 
lymients. If you saw aught, why gave you not.tue aurm ? ** * 

“ Because it was only a woman," ans^imred Arthur, fidutly. 

" Only a woman]’* repeated Bndolph, in a tone of contempt "By 
py honest word, Khtg Artliur, if I had not seen pretty flashes of 
/mour fly from thee at times, I should be apt to think that thou 
ladst only a woman's tmurage thyself. Strange that a shadow by 
liglit, or a precipice in the day, slioold quell so bold a spirit as thou 
last often shown— »>’* 

"And as I will erer dtow, when occaidon demands it,” interrupted 
.ho Engiishmau. with recovoredaspirit. "But 1 swear to yon that 
f 1 bo uow daunted, it is by no merely earthly fears that my mind 
lath been for a moment subdued.” 

" I«^.'Uih.procoed on our walk,” sdd Bndolpli; "wo must not 
neglect the’ safety of our friends. This appearance, of wliich thou 
ipeakest, may bo but a trick to interrupt our duty." 

They moved on through the moonlight gladea A minute’s reflec- 
fmn restored young Piinipson to llis mil recollection, and with that 
io the paiiifnl cuuscionsnoss that be Itad played a ridiculous aud 
mworthy part in the presence of the person whom (of the male sox, 
it least) he ivould the very lasljiarg chosen as a witness of hi-t 
n oaknosa 

lie ran hastily over the rdatimis which stood betwixt himself, Don- 
icrhugel, tlte Landamman, his niece, and the rest of that family ; 
ind, contrary to the oduion which he had entertained hut a short 
wjiile before, soUled in liis own mind that it was his duty to mention 
to tiio immediate leader undo* whom ho had placed himscl^lliu 
appearance wliieh he had twice observed in the course of tliat ui^t’s 
d n ty. There might be family circamstauceH, — ^the payment of a vow, 
perhaps, or some such reason, — which might render intelligible to 
her connections the behaviour of this young lady. Besides, ho was 
Tor the present n soldier on duty, ^d these mysteries might bo 
fraught witli eviis to be anticipated or guarded against; in either 
case, his companioiisvdko eniitled to be made aware of what ho had 
seen. Itnnust bo snppoaed that this resolution was adopted when 
the sense of duty, atuf of shame for the weakness which ho had 
exhibited, had for the moment sabdued Arthur's personal feelings 
towards Anne of Geiersteiu — feoliugs, also, lialfle to be chilled by 
the mysterious bneortaint^ which the events of that evening Jiad 
cast, like a thick mist, around the object of them. 

V- Wiffle therBnglmbnian'ff reflections were taking this turn, uia^p- 
tain or companion, after a silenoe of serernl minutes, at leugtlNiil- 
dressed him. • 

» " 1 believe," he said, " my dear oomrado, tliat, as being at piyesont! 
goilk JhHcor,.! hafe some title to hear from you the toport of whutl 
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Jiave last now seen, sinoe it most bo sotnethuiff of importance 
wm<ib comd so strongly agitate a mind so firm as yours* But if, in 
yet# own opinion, it consists with the general safety to delay your 
report of what you have seen until we return to the casUc, and then 
ijMelivcr It to the private ear of the Laiidamman, you have only to 
Inififaate yotrt purpose ; and, far from urging you to place coiifirtoneo 
ilo me personally, though I hope I am not undeserving of it, I uill 
authorise your living us, and retuming instantly to the castle/'r 
This proposal touched him to whom it was made exactly in the 
right place. An abak»lute demand of hh confidouee might peibaps 
have been declined: the tone of moderate request and conciliatLon 
fell presently in with the P^nglMman’a own reflections. • 

am Senbiblc/’ he Sfdd, '^Ifauptman, thaf 1 ought to mcuHon to 
you that which 1 have seen to-nignt; hut on the first occasion it did 
not fall within my duty to do so ; and, now that I liave a second time 
witnessed the same appeanmee, I liave felt for these few seconds so 
much surprised at what 1 have seen, that even yet 1 can scarce find 
words to express it.” 

“ As 1 cannot guess what you may have to say,” replied the Ber* 
nes^ must beseech you to bo explicit. Wo are but ^pwwwwcndei s 
of riddles, we thick-hecided Switxers.” 

Yet it is but a riddle which 1 have to place before you, Itiulolph 
Donnerbngel,” answered the Englishman,,** and a riddle which is 
far beyond my own guessing af!r lie theft proceedetU llumgii not 
without hesitation, **While you were performing vour fust patiol 
emongbt the ruins, a female crossed the bridge from wiildn the 
castle, walked by my post withoui^aying a single word, and vauishod 
under the shadows of the forest.” 

exclaimed Donncrhiigcl, and made no further answer. 
Arthur ])rocee<lcd. “ Within these five minutes the same foipale 
form passed rnc a second time, issuing froA tlie little thicket and 
clump of firs, and disappeared without exchanging a word. Know, 
farlifor, lliis apparition bore the forin, fa<*e, gait, and diest> of your 
kinswoman, Anne of Oeierstein.” ^ 

** Singular enough,” said Kudolph, in alone of incredulity. 
must not, 1 suppose, dispute your word, for^yon would receive doubt, 
on my part as a mortal injury— such is^our northern chivalry. Yc^j 
let me say, I have eyes as well as jou, and I scarce think the> <mitic(l 
you for a minute. We were not fifty ^ards^qm the place where I 
muud you standing in amazement, nicrcfore, shotdd not we 

also have seen that which you say and tliinli you saw ? ” 

**To that I can give no answer,” said Arthur. “Perhaps your^ 
eyes were not exactly turned upon me during the bhori space in 
which I saw this form — ^Perhaps it might be visible.«r-aB they bay faii- 
tasf»*c appearances sometimes f.i*e — to oifk one person at a time.” 

" You Impose, then, that the appearimee was iufagy^aryy or fan- 
tastfe ? ” s^id the Borueffe. ' % 

jr P.iu I tell you ?” replied the Englishman, Church gives 

ita wnrran/> that there are such things; and surely it is moi^ natural 
to believe this apparition to be an illasion than to suppose thi^lki^une 
If Geierstein, a gentle and weH-nurtured maiden, ifliouhl be travel s* 
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'ing the woods at tins wiWihotir, whto Safety and ^opikty so 
fetronffly recommend her bein^ Within dcmra.” 

Inere is much in what you say/' saia Budolplij "and yet tlnre 
aro stories afloat, though few^care to mention them, which seem to 
allege that Anno of G eierstein is not altogether such as other maidens ; 
and that slie has been met witb^ in body and e^iTi% where she co^u 
hardly have come by her own unassist^ efforts/' 

">feJla!” said Arthur; "so young, so beautj:^ and already in 
leaaue with tho destroyer of mankind ? 4t Is impossible/' 

" 1 paid not replied the Beniese ; " nor hare 1 leisure at pre< 
sent to explain my meaning more fully. As we return to tlio eastle 
fc-'f .Graffs-lust, I may have an opportunity to tell you more. But I 
<*h]cfly bronglit you on this patrol to introduce you to some friends, 
whom you will bo pleased to know^ and who desire your acquaint- 
ance ; and it is here 1 expect to meet them/’ 

So saying, he turned round ihe projecting comer of a rock, and 
nu unexpected scene was presentc^l to the eyes of the young English- 
man. 

Tn a sort of nook, or corner, screened by the rocky projeefion, 
ther§4H»i*irr;l»a large fire of wood, and around it sat, reclined, or lay, 

( welve or flftoon young men in the Swiss garb, hut decorated with 
c)riuunents and embroidery, which reflected back the light of the 
fire. The same red glegm was returnecl by silver wine-cups, which 
circulated from hand to hand wift the flasks which filled them. 
Arthur could also cdiscric tlie relies of a banquet, to which due hon- 
<'ur seomed to Imve been lately roiulerfid. 

Tho reveUers stnrie<l joj fully up at ttie sight of Donnerlmgel and 
his companioub, and saluted him^ easily distinguished as ho was by 
his stature, by the title of Captain, warmly and exultingly nttcred, 
while, at the Fame lime, every tendency to noisy acclamation was 
cautiously suppressed. •T'ho seal indicated that Rudolph came mo'^t 
welcoiiio—flie caution that he came in secret, and was to be received 
with nivttery. 

Tq the general greeting he answered — ••ituanfc: you, my bravo 
comrades, lias Rudiger yet reached you ? ” 

. “Thou Boest ho has not,” baid ono of the party; "had it been so, 
would lm>e detained hiiuliere till your coming, bravo Captain/' 

" lie lias loitered on his natrol," sai4 the Bernese. “ AVe too ivere 
delayed, yet we are Jie^e beftire him. I biing with mo, comrades, 
tlio bravejltnglishinau wiora 1 mentioned to you as a de&irablo asso- 
t'iatc ill our daring purjjpSe.” 

"He is welcome, most welcome to us,” said a young man, whose 
richly embroidered dress of azure blue gave him an air of authority; 
"most welcome is he, if he briugs witTi him a heart and a hand to 
servo our noblo Lask.” ^ « » 

^ " F/ii^botb 1 wdll bo resmbnsible,” said Rudolph. " Pafi^Tthe wine* 
cup, llien, to tho ^dcocbs of our glorious enterprise, and tho hVsalth 
of tills our new associate ! ” 

Whilo^they were replenishing the cups with wine of aaiiiality faiv 
,bU|*^rk>r to any which Artliur had yet tasted in these region -i, 
thought it 'ijght, •before engaging himself in^tho pledge, to lear^ 
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object of flic asscfeUtion wliicU seemed desirous of adopts' 
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r^\ ^i^fiefore I engage jmy pooi^ services to, you, foir sirs, since it pleases 
grM to desire memv permit me/’ ho said, “to ask the purpose and 
oliaracter of the imdertaking in Tvhich they are to be employed 
"iiiiSSiiouldst thou have brought him .bitner/’ said the cavalier in 
bflue to:Budolphj without satisfying him and thyself on that 
.point?” 

“ Care not thou about it, Jjawrenz ” replied the Bernese ; ** I know 
my maii,— Be it known> them to yom my good friend,” he continued, 
addressing the Ehg^^tnan. “ that my comrades and I are determined 
atsouce to declare the freedom of the Swiss commerce^ and to resist 
to the deaths if it be necessary, all unlawful and extortionate demnnda 
on the paiii of our neighbours*” 

'“I underspend so much,” said the young Englishman, “and that 
the present deputation proceeds to the Duke of Burgundy with re- 
monstrances to that effect.” - 

“ Hear me,” replied Rudolph. “The question is like to be brought 
to a bloody termination long ore we see the Duke of Burgundy’s 
most august and most gracious countenance. That iwueued 
should be used to exclude us from Bd.le, a neutral town, and peftain-^ 
ing to the empire, gives us cause to expect the worst reception when 
we enter his own dominions. We have even reason to think that 
we might have suffered from histhatrc5d already, but for the vigilance 
of the ward which wc have kept. Horsemen, from the direction of 
La Ferette, have tMs nightcroconnoitred our posts; and had they 
not found us prepm^ed, w*e ^ad, without question, been attacked in 
our quarters. But since ifVe have escaped to-night, we must take 
care for to-moiTow. For this pm^pose, a number of the bravest 
youth of the city of Mle, incensed at the pusillanimity of their ma- 
gistrates, are determined to join us, in ora<y to wipe away the dis- 
place which the cowardly mhospitality of their magistracy has 
bi’o^ht on their native place.”' c 

^ *^'hat we will do ere the sun, that will rise two hours hence, shall 
.sink into the western sky,” said the cavalier in blue ; and those around 
joined him in stern assent. 

“Gentle sirs,” replied Arthur, when there wrts a pause, “let m'^ 
wmmd you that the cmbassy^which you attend is a peaceful 011 ;;^ 
and that those who act as its escort ought to avoid anything which 
can augment the differences whicli it cpme Ao*reconcile. You can- 
not expect to receive offence in the Di^ke’O dominions, the^privilegcs 
of envoys bebig respected in all civilised cAmtrii^; and you will. I 
am sure, desire to offer none.” 

» "We may bo s<Jbjected to insult, however,” replied the Bernese, 

con^rns, Arthur Philipson, and those of 

“1 understand you noft,” replied 'Philip^m 

./Four father,” answped Bonne*ditigel, “is a merchant, and bears 

tb 1“’“^ wares of small bulk but high v^lue ? ” ^ 

He docs so,” answered Artliur ; “ and wliat of that ?” 

Marry, ’ answered Rudolph, “that if it bo not be^^l* looKcu to,' 
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the Brtiulog: of Burg'undy h like to fall heir to a largfc proportion of 
your silks, satins, and jewellery work." 

Silks, satins, and jewels 1 " exclaimed another of the revellers ; 
“ such wares will nolb pass toll-free where Archibald of Ha^eiibach 
hath authority." 

‘^Fair sirs," resumed Arthur, after a moment’s consideration, 
“ these wares arc my father's property, not mine; and4t is for him, 
jiot me, to pronouncg how mucli of them he mi^ht bo content to part 
w'iCh in the way of toll, rather than giv<^occasion to a fray, in which 
liis companions, wlio have received him into their society, must be 
exposed to injury as well as himself. 1 can only say, that he has 
weighty alliiirs at the court of Burgundy, which must render him 
desirous of reaching it in peace M'ith all men ; and it is my private 
belief that rather tliau incur the loss and danger of a broil with the 
garrison of Jja Ferctte,Jic w«>uld be contented to sacrifice aU the 
property which he has at present with him. Therefore I must 
request of you, gentlemen, a space to consult his pleasure on this 
occasion ; assuring you, that if it no his will to resist the payment of 
these duties to Burgundy, you shall find in me one wlio is fully 
deterinineij^ to fight till the last drop of his blood.” 

Good King Artliur,” said lludoiph ; “ thou art a dutiful observer 
of the fifth coinrnandmcnt, and thy clays shall be long in the land. 
IDo not suppose us neglectful of the same duty, altliough, for tlic 
present, wc conceive oiuHelvcs bouiwi, in the first place, to attend to 
the weal of our country, the common parent of our fathers and our- 
selves. But as you know our profound respect for the Jjandaminan, 
you need not fear that we shall willingly oiler him offence, by rashly 
engagiiy? in hostilities, or without some weighty reason ; and mi 
attempt to plunder liis guest would have been met, on his part, with 
resistance to the death. 1 had hoped to find both you and your 
iathcT prompt enough t^i'esent such a gross injury. NeA'erllielcss, 
if your father inclines to present his fleece to be shorn by Arclnbald 
of Ilagenbach, whose scissors, Jio will find, clip pretty closely, it 
would be unnecessary and uncivil in us to interpose. Meantime 
you fcave the advantage of knowing, that in case the Governor of 
Tia Feretto should be disposed to strip you of skin as well as fleece, 
tlicre are more men close at Jiand than you looked for, wdioin you 
will find both able and willii g to render you prompt assistance.’' 

“.Oil these terms,” said the EngiiSiiman, “1 make my acknow- 
ledgments to these g^n^emeft of Bdle, or whatever other country 
hath sent them forth, an^l pledge them in a brothprly ci^P to our 
farther and more iutionlle acquaintance." 

“ Health and prosperity to the United Cantons, and tlieir friends ! ” 
answered the Blue Cavalier. ^*And death aiuf confusion to all 
besides. ” 

The epps were replenisli^<I ; and iflatoail of a shout otfljwppiause, 
the youil^ ufeii around testified their devoted determination to the 
cause winch was thSs announced, by grasping each other’s hands, «5>d 
thou bra^jdisliiii^their weapons with a fierce yet noiseless gesture. 

. “ Thus," said Rudolph Donncrhugel, “ our illustrious Ancestors, 
iho "Luthers -of independence, met in the immortal field o1 
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Butli, between Uri and TJnterwalden. Tims they swore to cnch 
O&cr, under the blue firmament of heaven, that they would restore 
th^iberfey of their mpressed country ; and history can tell how well 
they kept their wora/’ 

^ Ana she shall record,” said the Blue Cavalier, ” how well the 
pr?ilent Switzers can preserve the freedom which their fathers won. 
— ^Proceed fn your rounds, ^rood Rudolph, and be assured, that at 
the si^al of the Hauptmon, the soldiers will not he far absent 
is arranged as formerly, unbss you Imve new Orders to give us.” 

“Hark thee hithjer,Iiawrenz,” said Rudolph to the Blue Cavalier, 
— and Arthur could near him say, — “Beware, my friend, that the 
Rhino wine be not abused ; — if there is too much provision of .it, 
manage to destroy the flasks ; — a mule may stumble, thou knowopt,. 
or so. Give not way to Rudiger in this. lie is grown a wine-bibber 
since he joined ns. We must bring both heart and liand to whfit 
may be done to-morrow.’* — They then whispered so low that Arthur 
could hear nothing of their fartner conference, and bid each other 
adieu, after clasping hands, as if they were renewing some solemn 
pledge of union. 

Rudolph and his party then moved forward, and wew^scarce out 
of sight of tlieir now associates, when the vidette, or foremost of 
their patrol, gave the signal of alorm. Arthur’s hcai't leaped to his 
lips — “It is Anne of Geierstein ! ” lie said yiternally. 

“ The dogs are silent,” said tlfti Bernese. “ Those who approach 
must be the companions of our walch,” 

They proved, accordingly, be Rudiger and his party, who, halt- 
ing on the apjvjarance of their comrades, made and underwent a 
formal cha-Uenge; such advance had the Swiss already made in 
military discipline, w^hich was hut little and rudely stuefied by the 
infantry in other parts of Europe. Arthur could hear Rudolph take 
his friend Rudiger to task for not^ineeiing at tlic Imlting place 
appointed. ''It leads to new revelry on your arrival,” he said, 
“ arfd to-morrow must find us cool aflid determined.” 

“Cool i\3 an icicle, noble Hauptraan,” answered the sou tlie 
Landainman, “and determined as the rock it hangs upon.” 

Rudolph again recommended temperance, and the young Biedor- 
inan nromised compliance. The two parties passed each other with 
friendly though silent greeting ; and there was soon a considerable 
distance between them. t. ^ 

The country was more open on the siiio of the castle, around 
which their duty now led them, than wSe^^e it lay opposite to the 
principal gate. The glades were broad, the trees thinly scattered 
over pasture huK]| and there were iio thickets, ravines, or similar 
places of ambuah, so that the eye might, in the clear moonlight, well 
coaiman/l the country. o 

“ tlerc," said Rudolph, “ we may jud^fa ourselves s^ure- exiough 
foiysome coTiference ; add therefore may I ask thee, Arthur of Eng- 
land, now thou hast seen us mote closely, w'hat thivkest thou of tlie 

S mizer yf^uth ? If thou hast leai-ued less tlian I could haVb wished, - 
ank thine own uncommunicative temper, which retired in gome 
degree from our con^dence.” 



ANITR OF OSIEUSTKIN. 


“ Only in so far as I could not have answered, and therefore ought 
not to liave received it " said Arthur- “ The judgment 1 have been 
enabled to form amounts, in few words^, to this : Your pul^oses 
arc lofty and noble as your mountains ; but the stranger from the 
low country is not accustomed to tread the circuitous path by.whi^^k 
you ascend them. Myafoot has been always abcuslgmed to move 
straightforward upon the greensirard.” 

. “ You speak in riddles,*’ answered the Bernese. 

“Not so,*’ returned the Englishnianf “4 think you ought plainly 
to mention to your seniors (the nominarieaders of young men wIk) 
seem well disposed to take their own road), that you expect an attack 
i.u the neighbourhood of La Ferette, and hope for assistance from 
some of the townsmen of BAIe." 

“Ay, truly," answered Donnerlnigel; “ and the Landammau would 
stop his journey till hd' despatched a messenger for a safe-conduct to 
the Duke of Burgundy ; and should he grant it, there were an end 
of all liopc of war." • 

“ True/’ replied Arthur; “but the Landamman would tliereby ob- 
tain his own principal object, and the sole purpose of the mission — 
that is, tlie establishment of peace." 

‘^Fefice — peace?" answered the liicrnese hastily. “Were my 
wishes alone to he opposed to those of Arnold Bieilermauks I know 
st> much of his honour ^nd faith, i respect so highly his valour and 
patrioiivsm, that at his voice I would slieathe my“ sword, even if my 
most mortal enemy stood before nio^ But mine is not the sitiglc 
wish f)f a single man ; the whole of my canton, and that of 8oioure, 
are determined on war. It was by wFi*, noble war, that our lutliers 
caiue forth from the Iiousc of their captiiitv— it was by war, success- 
ful and glorious war, that a race, who had been held scarce so inucli 
W’ortli thinking on as the oxen which they goaded, emerged at t>nce 
into liberty and conse(j?lence, and were honoured because they w^ere 
feared, as much as they had been formerly despised because they 
were unresisting." 

“^^his may b(i all very true," said the young Engiishnnm ; “ but, 
in iny opinion, tlie object of your mission has been determined by 
you/Diet or House of fJonuilous. They have resolved to send you 
witli others as messengers of peace ; tut you are secretly blowing 
the coals of w'ar: and while an, or^uost of your senior colleagues 
are setting out to-nU)ii^fow i)# exj>ectalioii cd‘ a peaceful journey, you 
stand prepared for a combat, and look for the means of giving'cause 
for it.” 

“ And is it not well that I do stand so prepared ? " answered Ru- 
dolph. “If our reception in Burgundy’s dependencies be peaceful, 
as you say the rest oi the c^putation ox])ecl, my precautions wiU be 
needless ; but at least Ihej’^cau do luf harm. If it proye^Mlierwise, 
I shall be the mcaps of inverting a great ^nisforlune from my col- 
‘leagues, my kinsnuan Arnold Bi^erman, my fair cousin Anne^ your 
fathci', yourself-#“from all of us, in short, winy are joyously travelling 
togetherT** 

‘ Arthur shook his head. “ There is something in all this," he sa5<^ 

whfch I uuderst&iid not, and will hot seek understand. I oul}*^ 
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K tliat you will not make my father’s concerns the siihjcict of 
king truce ; it may, as j'ou hint, involve the Landaminaii in a 
<}uaiFcl, which he might otherwise have avoided* 1 am sure uiy 
taiher will never forgive it.” 

I have pledged my word,” s.aid Kudolpli, ” already to that effect. 
BttHf he should like tlie usa^c of the Baiid^ of Burgundy less than 
you seem to {bpprehend he will, thjpre is n(>liarni in your knowing 
that, ill time of need, he may be well and actively supported.” 

am greatly oblige^ by tjic assurance,” replied the Englishman. 
“And* thou m ay st thyself, my friend,” continued Rudolph, “tsdcc 
a warning from what thou hast heard : Men go not to a bridal in 
armour, nor to a brawl in silken doublet.” 

will be clad to meet the worst,” said Arthur; *Sand for that 
purpose 1 will dou a light hauberk of well-tempered steel, proof 
against spear or arrow ; and I thank you for your kindly counsel.” 

‘‘Nay, thank not me,” said Rudolph ; “ I were ill deserving to be 
a leader did I not make those who ^re to follow me — more especial )y 
so trusty a follower as thou art — awai*e of the time when they should 
buckle on their armour, and prepare for hard blows.” 

Hero the conversation paused for a moment or two, neither of the 
speakers being -entirely contented with his companion, althougli 
neither pressed any further remark. 

The Bernese, judging from the feelings which ho hod seen pro- 
doiniiiatc among the traders of»*his own country, had entertained 
little doubt that the Englishman, liiuling himself powerfully sii])- 
ported ill point of force, woifid luive caught at the opportuniiv to 
resist jiaying tlic exorbitant imposts with which lie wan threatened 
at the next town, wliidi would probably, without any effort rf;>n llu- 
domli s part, have led to breaking off tlie truce on the part of Arnold 
Biederman himself, and to an instant declaration of hostilities. On 
the other liand, young l^liilipsou could not imdcrstaiid or approve of 
Jjonnerhugers conduct, wlio, Jiimsclf a member of a iicaecful depu- 
seemed to lie animated ivith tlie purpose of sciy/nig an oppur- 
tuiiity to kindle the flames of war. 

Occupied by these various reflections, they walked side by side for 
some time without speaking together, until Rudolph broke silence. 

“ Your curiosity is then cmfed, yir*4Snglishmaii,” said lie, rc- 
B])ecting the apparition of Amm of Geierstein ?” 

“Far from it,” reiilied Phihpson; “but I would unwillingly in- 
trude any ciuestioiis on you while you arc bm^y with the duties of your 
patrol.” 

“ That may be considered as over,” said the Bernese, “ for there is 
not a bush near us ^ cover a Burgundian knave, and a glance around 
Us from time to time is all that is now needful to prevent surprise. 
AtkI so, hstcii while I tell a t.’de, never^ sung or harped in liall or 
bower, aihi which, I begin to think, deserves as much credit, at least, 
as IS due to the Titles of tlie Round Table, Svhich^yicient' troubadourS' 
and minnesingers dole out to us aS the authentic chronicles of your 
reiiowned^naincsake. • 

the Jiouse,” continued 

Kudolpli, I daresay you have heard enongli, and ave Well aware* 
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liow they dwell iu the old walla at Geicrstcia beside the caacad#i| 
^yriiulin;,^ their vassals, devouring the substance of their less i^ower- 
tiil neighbours, au4 plundering the goods of the travellers whqja ill- 
luck sent within ken of the vulture’s eyry, the one year ; and in the 
next, wearying the alirinea for mercy for their trespasses, overwhelm- 
ing the priests with tlie wealth which they showered upon them, aivil 
finally, vowing vows, and maldng pilgrimages, sometimes as palmers, 
sometimes as crusaders, as far as Jerusalem itself, to atone for the 
ihnpiities wliieh they had committed lytbout hesitation or struggle 
of couMcionce.” ^ 

“Such, I have understood,” replied the young Englishman, “ was 
the history of tlio house of Geierstein, till Arnold, or his immediate 
ancestors, exchanged the lance for the sheep-hook.” 

“ But it is said,” replied the Bernese, “ that the powerful and 
wealthy Barons of Arnheiin, of »Swabia, whose only female deseoii- 
dant became the wife^to Count Albert of Geierstein, and the mother 
of this young pci’son, whom S^iss call simply Anne, and Germans 
Countess Anne of Geierstein, were nobles oi a ditferent caste. They 
did not restrict their lives within the limits of sinnitigand repenting, 
— of plundering liarmless peasants, and pampering fat monks ; but 
wch’c distinguished for something more than biiilduig castles with 
dungeons and folter-kammers, or torture-chambers, and founding 
inonast(*ries with Galilees and Refectories. 

“ I’lioisc same Baron^ of Arnheiiu w'crc men who strove to enlarge 
tlie boundo-vies of human knowledge, and converted their castle into 
a species of college, where there werG^more ancient volumes than the 
monks have piled togellior iu the lil)rj|.ry of St Gall. Nor were their 
- Indies in books alone. J )eep buried iu their x)riyate laboratories, 1 hoy 
attiiHied secrets which were afterwards transmitted through the race 
from father to sou, ami were supposed to have approached nearly to 
tIK^ deepest recesses alchy?ny. The report of tlieir wisdom and 
their wealth was often brought to the Imperial fo()t.sto(>l ; and in the 
frofjuent di.si)ules which tlie Emperors maintained witli lh(i^.Popc3 
of old, it is sjiid they wore encouraged, if not instigated, by the coun- 
seR of the Barons of Aimheim, and supported by their treasures. It 
was, perhaps, such a course of politics, joined to the unusual .and 
inyslerious studies winch tlic family or Arnhcim bo long pursued, 
which excited against them the generally received o])inioii, that 
lliey w’eve assisted in their siiperhumau researches by .siii)ornatui*al 
iuiineuces. The pVi<?4s wtfre active in forwarding tliis cry against 
luou, wlio, perhaps, hadtiio other faitlt fhau that of being wiser than 
th(‘jns<*lvcs. * 

“ ‘J^ook wdiat giieats/ they said, *are received in the halls t)f Arn- 
Ijoim I Beta Christian knight, crippled in wA* with the Saracens, 
jireseul liimself on the drawbridge, Jie is guerdoned with a crust and 
a ( uji i^)f wine, and rcquiwd to ])as3 on his way. If a pali vicr, redolent 
n:‘ I he a^(|uired1^y his recent visits to the most lioly Rhriues, 

and by tho sacred relics wliicli^attest and reward his toil, approach 
the uniiallow'od walls, the warder bends his .crossbow, and the porter 
Bliufs the gate, as if the wandering saint bi’onght the •plague with 
liini frour Pjilcsfinc. But comes there a grey-bearded, glib-tongijpd 
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Oref^lc, wiili Wb parchment scrolls, the reiy letters of which are pain- 
ful to Christian eyes — comes there a Jewish Babbin, with his Talmud 
and Cabala— comes there a swarthy sun-burnt Moor, who can boast 
of having read the languagre of the Stars in Chaldea, the cradle of 
astrolo^mal sience — Lo, the wandering impostor or sorcerer occunies 
"^he lii^icst seat at the Baron pf Aimhcim’s board, shares with him 
the labours of*the alembic and the furnace, learns from him mystic 
knowledge, like that of which our first parents participated to the 
overthrow of their race, and requites it with lessons more dreadful 
than he receives, till the profhne host has added to liis hoard of un- 
holy wisdom, all that the pagan visitor can communicate. And these 
things are done in Alniain, which is called the Holy Komau Empire, 
of which BO many priests are princes 1 — they are done, and neither 
ban or monition is issued against a race of sorcerers who, from age 
to age, go on trininphing in their necromancy ! * 

“Such arguments, which were echoed from mitred Abbots to the 
cell of Anenorites, seem, nevertlieless, to have made^ little impres- 
sion on the Imperial council. But they served to exite the zeal of 
many a Baron and Free Count of the Empire, who were taught by 
them to esteem a wm* or feud with the Barons of Arnlieim as par- 
taking of the nature, and entitled to the immunities, of a crusade 
against the enemies of the Faith, and to regard an attack upon 
these obnoxious potentates, as a mode of clearing off their deep 
scores with the Ohristiiui Churcji. But tlK> Lords of Arnlieim, 
though not seeking for quarrel, were by no means iinwarlike, or 
averse to maintaining their own defence. fSome, on the contrary, 
belonging to this obnoxious race, were not the less distinguished as 
gallant knights and good men-ht-urms. They ■were, besides, wealthy, 
secured and strengthened by great ulJianccs, and in an erniniVit de- 
gree wise and provident. This the parties who assailed them learned 
to their cost. . 

“The confederacies formed against the Lords of Arnlieim were 
broken up; the attacks which their enemies meditated were antici- 
pated and disconcerted ; and those who employed actual violence 
were repelled with signal lo.ss to the assailants ; until at length an 
impression was produced in their neighbourhood, that by their ac- 
curate information concerning lueditatjji violence, and their extra- 
ordinary iiowers of resisting and defeating it, the obnoxious Burous 
must have brought to Ihcir defence means which merely human 
force was incapable of overthrowing ; Ao thi t, ^becoming as much 
feared as hated, tlievwore suffered for the Ifist generation to remain 
unmolested. And this was the rather the ca^e, that the numerous 
vassals of this great house were perfectly satisfied with Their feudal 
superiors, abundauti^'^ ready to rise in tlieir defence, and disposed 
to believe that, whether tlieir lords were sorcerers or no, their own 
condition 'i&oulJ not he inendeo: by excliJtnging their goveinment, 
either for the rule of the f.rusaders" in thist^Ioly warfare^ or 'That of 
the churchmen by whom it was instigated. The race of these 
barons ended iu Iferman von Arnlieim, the matcrual grandfather 
of Anne of^Ocierstein. He was buried with his helmet, sword, and 
Bl^ield, us is the (icruian custom with the last male of a noble fainiiv. 



jmUTR 0V QE13SBST9XN. 


But he left an only daui^hter, Sybilla of Arnheitn^ to inherit a 
considerable portion of his estate; and I never heard that the strong 
imputation of sorcerv which attached to her house^ prevented nu- 
merous applicati<ms, from persons of the highest distinction i]#the 
Empire, to her legd guardian, the Emperor, for the rich heiress’s 
hand in marriage* Albert of Geierstein, however, though an exile, 
obtained the preference, ^e was gallant and handsogie, which re- 
commended him to Sybilla ; and the Emperor, bent at the time on 
the vain idea of recovering his authority in the »S|^iss mountains, 
was desirous to show himself generoilh to Albert,' whom he con- 
sidered as a fugitive from his country for espousing the Imperial 
cause. You may thus see, most noble King Arthur, that Anne of 
Geierstein, the only chHd of their marnage, descends from no ordi- 
nary slock ; and that circumstances in which she may be concerned, 
arc not to be explained or judged of so easily, or upou the same 
grounds of reasoning, in the case of ordinary persons/’ 

“ By my honest word, Sir Rudolph of Donnerliugel,” said Arthur, 
studiously labouring to keep a command upon his feelings, can 
see nothing in your narrative, and understand nothing from it, un- 
less it be that, because in Germany, as in other countries, there 
jiav<5 been fools who have annexed the idea of witchcraft and sorcery 
to the possession of knowledge and wisdom, you are therefore dis- 
posed to stigmatise a young maiden, who has always been rejected 
and beloved by those aaound her, ^ a disciple of jirts which, I trust, 
are as uncommon as unlaw'ful,” 

Rudolph paused ere he replied. * 

** I could nave wislicd,” he said, that you had been satisfied wHth 
the g^ieral character of Anne of GCiersteiu’s maternal family, as 
offering some circumstances which mav account for what you have, 
according to your own report, this night witnessed, and 1 am really 
unwilling to go into pjpre particular details. To no one can Anne 
of Geiersteip’s fame be so <Iear as to me. I am, after her uncle’s 
family, her nearest relative, ami iuid she remained in Switzerland, 
or should she, as is most probable, return thither after the iTiesent 
visit to her father, perhaps our connection might be drawn yet 
closer. This has, indeed, only been prevented by certain prejudices 
of her uncle’s respecting father’s authority, and the iieai-ness ot 
our relationship, which, however, comes within reach of a license 
very frequently obtained. But I onfy mention tliese things to show 
you how much more t<^der i must necessarily hold Anne of Geier- 
stein’s reputation, than it is possible for you to do, being a stranger, 
kiioAvn to her but a sh^Jrt while since, and soon to part w ith her, as 
I understand your purpose, for ever.” 

Tl)e turn taken in this kind of apology irritafcfd Arthur so highly, 
that it required all the rea^jons which recommended coolness, to en- 
able biju to answer with qfisumed cOinposuro. 

“ I ci?ij Imvo no.ground, Sir Hauptmai;,” he said, “ to challenge . 
any opinion which } Ou may enti^’ta.in of a young person with whom 
you are so cloaely connected, su you appear to be, with Anne of 
‘Oeierstoin. I only wonder that, sncii Vi gard for i;er as your 
relationship irni)HeSr you should be d to reecivc, on pbpuljjr 
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find trivial traditions, a belief wliich must injurioiisly aftVcfc jrour 
kinswoman, more especially one with whom you intimate a wish to 
.form a still more close connectiou. Bethink you, sir, that in all 
C^nstiau lauds, the imputation of sorcery is the most foul wliich can 
be thrown on Christian man or woman.” 

**And I am so far from intimatiugf such an imputation,” said 
Budolph, somewhat fiercely, that, by the gfood sword 1 wear, he 
that dared grive breath to such a thought against Anno of Gcier- 
ateiu, must undergo my cliajlengc, and take iny life, or lose Ids own. 
But the question is not whether the maiden herscif practises sor- 
cery, which he who avers had better get ready his tomb, and pro- 
vide for his sours safety ; the doubt lies here, whether, as the de- 
scendant of a famil}^ whose relations with the unseen world arc 
reported to have been of the closest degree, elfish and fantaritical 
beings may not have i30wcr to imitate her form, and to present her 
appearance whore she is not personally present — in fine, wliother 
they have permission to play at her expense fantastical tricks, wliich 
they cannot exercise over other mortals, whose forcfalliors have 
ever regulated their lives by the rules of the Church, and died in 
regular communion with it. And as I sincerely desire to retain 
your esteem, I have no objection to communicate to yon inoro 
particular circumstances respecting her genealogy, confirming tlie 
idea I have now expi’essed. But you will understand they are of 
the most private natui’C, and that<t expect scfcrosy under the strictest 
personal penalty.” 

“I shall be silent, sir,” repKod the young Englishman, still strug- 
gling with suppressed passion. ‘‘on every tiling respecting llie char- 
acter of a maiden whom I ain bound to respect so highly. I’ut tlie 
fear of no man’s displeasure can add a feathers weight to the 
guarantee of my own honour.” 

“Be it so,” said Rudolpli; “it is not wdsh to awake angry 
feelings; but I am desirous, both for the sake of your good opinion, 
which I value, and also for the plaiw'er explanation of what I have 
darkly intimated, to communicate to you what otherv/Lso 1 would 
much rather liave left untold.” - * 

“ You must be guided by your own sense of what is necessary and 
proper in the case,” answered Philipson; *‘biit remember 1 press 
not on your confidence for the commiinicatie.n of anything that ouglit 
to remain secret, far less wherd* that young lady is the subject.” 

Rudolph answered, after a minute s {S'aiise,— ** Thou hast scon and 
heard too much, Arthur, not to learn the rvimle, or at lenst all tlmt 
I know', or apprehend on the mysterious siflijcct. It is impossible 
but the circumstances must at times recur to your rocollct;tion, aud 
I am desirous tliaty ou should posses.s all the information necessary 
to understand them as clearly as tlie natwre of tlie facts v/ill porniit. 
We liave^et, keeping leftward to view the bog, upwards of a inihi 
to make cro the cireiiit of the castle is acc^mplirtlied. It will afford 
leisure enough for the tale I have t© tell.” ** 

• Speak on — I listen !” answered the Englishman,^dividc(l«betwocn 

hiu desire tfo know all that it was possible to learn ^concerning Anno 
(jf Geierstcin, and his dislike to hear her name pronouiiced with siicli 
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► jivctonsiniiH as ili05;o of Doiincrhugcl, to^yellier %vitli the revival of 
fiis ovi”’ini»l i>rojudices ag:aiiiAt the gigraotic Swi»s, whose maniicrs. 
iilways hliinfc, nearly to coarseness, seemed now marked by assumed 
superiority and presumption. Arthur listened, liowever, to his wild 
talc, ami the interest wdiicli he took in it soon overpowered all other 
sensations. • 


CHAPTER XL 
S3onnerJiugcr^ Xarratibr. 

Those he the iidept’a doctrines— every element 
Ts peopled w.itli its separate race of spirits. 

U hcaii-y Syiphs on the blue ether float ; 
iJeep In t)ie earthy cavoru skulks the Gnome ; 

'J'lie 8ca-2Treen Naiad slums the ocean-biilow. 

And Iho fierce fire is yol a Iricmily home 
To its iiucaXiur sprite — ^tho Sulntnandur. 

AH0}iyt7i0US< 

I TOLD you (said Rudolph) that the Lords of Arulieim, thoii/»:Ii 
iVoui father to son they wore notoriously addicted to secret studies, 
were, nevortlieless, like flic other (♦crmiin nobles, followers of war 
and the cliasc. TJiis was pccaliarly the case with Anne’s maternal 
tTrandfathcr, Herman of Arnheini, wduf prided himself on possessing 
a ajilcndid stud of horses, and one ste^d in particular, the noblest 
ever kn%wn in these circles of Germany. I should inalwc wild work 
were 1 to attempt a description of sneh an animal, so I will content 
myself with sajin^: liis colour ^vas jet-black, without a hair of white 
either on his face or fee#. For this reason, and the wildness of liis 
disposition, his master had termed him Apediyon; a circMimstanee 
^ winch was secretly considered attending* to sanction the evil rei'orts 
‘ which touched the house of Arnheim, being*, it w'as said, the naming; 

* of a favourite animal after a foul fiend. 

Jt cJjani-ed, one November day, tliat the Raron had been liuntiiig* 
in the for('st, and did noir reatlrliome till nightfall. There were no 
gncfits wdth him, for, as I iiintcd to yoy before, the castle of Arnhoim 
seldom received any />tJier t^an those from whom its inhabitiint.s 
Jioped to gain angmc'nfatiou of knowledge. The Laron was seated 
alone in liia l»all,"illinnipnLed with cressets and torches. His one 
Jjarul held a voluiiio covered witli characters nnintejligibie to all save 
liimself. The other rested on the marble table, wliicli w^as placed 
a llask of Tokay wine. A ]>age stood in respectlul attendance near 
the boUora of the large and^liin apartuKuit, and no sound w as Iieard 
save tliat^of the nigh t-windf w hen it sighed mounifully th^igh the 
rusty coats oT jnail. find AvRved the tatiered-baimers whidi W'er6 the 

• ta])osl.ry of the fculiiil hall. At ^ice the footstep of a person wna 
heard ascending ihc stairs iii hasto and trepidation ; the door of the 
hall was thrown violently open, and, terrified to a degree Af ecetasy, 
IJuspar, the lipad.of the Baron’s stable, or his master of horaeif 
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stumbled up almost to the foot of the table at which his lord was 
seated, with the exclamation in his mouth, — 

lord, my lord, a fiend is in the stable 2 " . , 

* Wnat means this folly ? " said the Baron, arising', surprised and 
displeased at an interruptiifti so unusual. 

‘‘ Let me endure your displeasure,*' said Caspar, “ if I speak not 
truth ! Appllyon ” 

Here he paused. 

“ Speak out, thou frightened fool/' said the Baron ; “ is my horse 
sick, or injured ? " 

The master of the stalls again gasped forth the word, ^‘Apollyon!” 

‘^Say on,” said the Baron; **were Apollyon in presence persou* 
ally, it were notliixig to shake a brave man’s mind.” 

Tile devil,” answered the master of the horse, is in ApoUyon’s 
stall 1 ” 

“ Fool ! ” exclaimed the nobleman, snatching a torch from the 
wall ; what is it that could have turned thy brain in such silly 
fashion? Things like thee, that •are born to serve us, should hold 
their brains on a firmer tenure, for our sakes, if not for that of their 
worthless selves.” 

As he spoke, he descended to the court of the castle, to visit the 
stately range of stables which occupied all the lower part of Uic 
quadrangle on one side. He entered, where fifty gallant steeds 
stood in rows on each side of tliie ample hall. At the side of each 
stall hung the weapons of (offence and defence of a man-at-arms, as 
bright as constant attentiou* could make them, together with the 
bun-coat which formed the /:rooper's under garment. The Baron, 
followed by one or two of tlie domestics, who had assembled full of 
astonishment at the unusual alarm, hastened up to the head of the 
stable, betwixt the rows of steeds. As he approached the stall of his 
fav 'urito hor.se, which was the uppermost the right-himd row, the 
galiant steed neither neighedj nor shook his head, nor stamped with 
his foot, nor gave the usual signs^f joy at his lord’s approach ; a 
faint moaning, as if he implored assistance, was the only acknow- 
ledgment he gave of the Baron's presence. * 

- Sir Herman held up the torch^ and discovered that there was in-* 
deed a tall dark figure standing xn th% stall, resting his htuid on the 
horse’s shoulder. ‘‘ Who art thou,” said the Baron, and what dost 
thou hero ? ” • 

**I seek refuge and hospitality,” re]flied tfie stranger; and I con- 
jure thee to grant it me, by the shouldqiv of thy horse, and by the 
edge of thy sword, and so as they may novel' fail thee when thy need 
is at the utmost ! '' 

^‘Thou art, theif, a brother of the Sacred Fire,” feaid Baron Her^ 
man of Arnheim ; “ and I may not refuse thee the refuge winch 
thou req^irest of me, after tKe ritual of the Persian Ma.rf. From 
whom, and for what length of time, dost thou crave my-protection?? 

“From those,” replied the straiigei*, who shall arrive in quest of' 
me hefore the morning cock sliall crow, and for tlfc full s^xace of a 
yoar .and ft. day from this period,” 

“ I may not refuse thee,” said the Baron, consistently wdth n;y 
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path and my lionour. For a year and a day I will be thy pledge, and 
shalt share with me roof ai^d chamber^ wine and food. But 
tlioo, loo, must obey the law of Zoroaster, which, as it says. Let tljp 
Strons:er protect the weaker brother, says also, let the Wiser in- 
struct the brother who hath less knowled;^e. I am the strong-erj^and 
tiiou shalt be safe under my protection ; but thou art the wiser, and 
must instruct me in the inoi*e secret mysteries.” • 

r “ You mock your servant,” said the stranger visitor; “ but if aught 
Is known to Dahnischemend which can avail Herman, hk instruc- 
iious^hall be as those of a father to a son. ^ 

: “ Come forth, then, from thy place of refuge,” said the Baron of 
Arnheim. ** I swear to thee by the sacred fire which lives without 
terrestrial fuel, and by the fraternity which is betwixt us, and by 
tlie shoulder of my horse, and the edge of my good sword, I will 
be thy W'arrand for a year and a day, if , so far iiiy t)ower shall ex- 
tend,” 

The stranger came forth accordingly; and those who saw the 
singularity of his appearance, scarce wondered at the fears of Cas- 
par, the sfifcll-master, when he found sucli a ]>erson in the stoblo, by 
wliat mode of entrance he was unable to conceive. 'When he reached 
the lighted hall, to which the Baron conducted him, as he would 
iiave done a welcome and honoured gue.^tj the stranger appeared to 
bo very tall, and of a dignified aspect. His dress was Asiatic, being 
11 long black caftan, or g<twn, like tkat worn by Armeniaim, and a 
lofty square cap, covered with the wool of Astracan lambs. Every 
j^rticlc of the dress was black, which gave relief to the long Mdiite 
board, that flowed down over his bosom. ^Ilis gown was fastened by 
a sash of Ijjack silk network, in which, instead of a poniard or sword, 
was stuck a silver case, containing writing materials, and a roll of 
parchment. The only ornament of his apparel consisted in a large 
i Liby of uncommon hrilliaiu*^, which, when he approached the light, 
seemed to glow with such liveliness sis if the gern its<df had omitted 
llio rays which it only reflected bavk. '^I'o the oflVr of rctVesliin^nt, 
Iho stranger replied, “ Bread I may not esit, water shall not laoisien 
ijyy lipf, until the avenger shall have ])absed by the threshold.” 

'J'he Baron commandod the lamps to be trimmed, and fresh torches 
lo be lighted, and, sending hi% whole household to rest, rernauicd 
seated in the hall along with the stranger, his suppliant. At the 
<lead liour of midnight tlm gates of thS castle were shaken as by a 
whirlwind, and a voice, its of a hA'ald, was lieai'd to demand a herald’s 
•Awful prisoner, Dannischen^nd, Uie son of JIali. The warder then 
beard a lower window of the hall thrown open, and could distinguish 
liiri master’s voice addressing* the person wlio had.thus summoned 
the castle. But the night was so dark tliat he nnght not see^ the 
speakers, and the language which they used was either entirely 
foreign, or.so largely intevsiuirsed with strange words, that could 
mxt undersTaiuba syluihle wlfich they said. SS?arce five minutes had 
^iapacd, wlien ho w’ho was without again elevated his voice as before, 
and said in#Gerinafi, For a year and a day, tlipii, I forbear my for- 
feiture; — but coming for it when that time shall elapse, I (fcmejhr* 
»*iny riglif, and will nv longer be withstood.” 
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Fi'om tlial poviotl, DanuiscIieineiKl, the Persian, was a constaii^ 
guest at tlie castle of Ariilieiin, anti, intleeci, never for any visible 
^rposc crossed the drawbridge. Ills amusements, or studies, 
seemed centred in the library of the castle, and in the laboratory, 
whete the J3aron sometimes toiled in conjunction with him for inany 
horn's together. The inhabitants of the castle could find no fault in 
the Magus, or Persian, excepting his apparently dispensing with the 
ordiuiinees of religion, since he neither went to mass nor confession, 
nor attended upon othci» religious ceremonies. The cliaidaiii did 
indeed profess himself satisfied with the state of the stranger’s coii# 
science ; but it had been long suspected tliat the wortliy ceelesiastic 
lield his easy office on the very reasonable condition of approving the 
princinles, and asserting the orthodoxy, of all guests whom the Huron 
invitoti to share his hospitality. 

It was observed that Paunidchemeiul was rigid in paying his devo- 
by prostrating himself in the first rays of the rising sun, and 
that he constructed a silver lamp of the most beautiful proportions, 
which he ]iluced on a pedestal, representing a truncated column of 
nifirblo, having its base sculptured with hicroglyi>hical imagery. With 
what essences he fed this flame was unknown to all, unless perliajis 
to tlic Baron ; but the flame was move steady, pure, and lifstrons, 
Ilian any wliieli was ever seen, excepting the sun of heaven itself, 
and it was gencriilly believed thnt the Magiau made it an object ol 
Avorsbip in Die absence of thatfrblessed hftiinary. Nothing else was 
observed of him, unless that his morals seemed severe, his gravity 
extreme, his general inotlc«t^f life very temperate, and his fusts anti 
vigils of frequent recurrence. Except on i)articulnr occasimiM, Ini 
spoke to no one of the castle but the Baron ; but as he Ead money, 
find was liberul, he was rcg'urded by the domestics with au'C, indeed, 
hut without fear or dislike. 

Winter was succeeded liy sjiring*, summ#r brought her flowers, and 
finhiinn her fruits, which rijieiicd and wcx*e fading, when a foot-pagCi 
wUo sometimes attended them in the laboratory to render nniniud 
assistance uhen required, heard the Persian say to (lie Baron dl 
Arnhciiii, You wilt do well, my son, to mark niy ■\v ;‘nIs;Yor \'V) 
lessons to yon are drawing to an end, and there is no power on osrlfi 
which can longer postpone my fale .*4 • 

‘*Alus, my master !'* said^ the Baron, and must 1 then lose the 
]>enefit of your dire<^tion, .]ust when your guiding hand liccuni:-.- 
necessary to place me on the very* pi nu acid "of the tciiii»le of wis- 
dom?” 

*‘Bd not discouraged, my son,” answered the sage; “I will ho- 
qiicath the task, of perfecting you in your studies to my dangbicr, 
W'ho wdll come liitlier on purpose. J3ut remember, if you value the 
pcTmanence of your fiimily, look not^upon her as aught else th-in a 
jielpntMe in your studies; for if you* forget the instructress in the 
beauty of tlio maiden# 3 'ou will be'buritid xvith yourfsword and yonr 
shield, as the last male of^'our house; and farther evil, licJievc inv*». 
w'ill arise ; for such, alliances never come to a hiflxpv issue, of which 
my ow'fi is an example. — But hush, wo ni'e ohserveef.” 

The houseliold of the castle of Arnhcim having ljut few' fliiiigs*to 
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interest Uiein, were tlic more capper observers of tliose which came 
mnliix their notice ; and wlicn the termination of tl»c period wlieu 
the l^ersian was to receive shelter in the castle bc§:an to approach, 
-some of the inmates, under various pretexts, but which resolved info 
very terror, absconded, while others held themselves in expectation 
of some striking* and terrible catastrox>he. None such, however, 
,took place ; and, on the expected anniversary, long ere tli« witching 
Uiour of midiiiglit, l>auniHchemend terminated his visit in the castle 
of Arnheiin, liy riding away from the gate iji the guise of an ordinary 
‘iTiiYcllcr. The Baron had meantime taken leave of his tutor with 
[jpany marks of regret, and some wliich amounted even to soitow. 

I The sage Persian coniibrtcd him by a long whisper, of which tire last 
l)art only was heard, — ‘‘By the fii*st beam of simsliine she will bo 
with you. Be kind to her, but not over kiud.*^ He then departed, 
and was never again seen or heard of in the vicinity of Arnhcim, 

The Baron was observed daring all the day after the departure of 
Llie stranger to be particularly melancholy* He remained, conti-ary 
to his custom, in the great liall, aiitl ncitner visited the libraiy nor 
file laboratory, where lie could no longer enjoy the company of his 
departed instructor. AtdaAvn of the ensuing morning, Sir llerraan 
summTmcd his page, and, contrary to his liabits, wliich used to bo 
rather careless in respect of apparel, ho dressed liimself with great 
■accuracy ; and, as he was in the prime of life and of a noble Cguro, 
he had reason to bo.satMcd with^iis ax^pearancc. Having ])cr- 
formed his toilet, lie waited till the sun liad just appeared above the 
liorizon, and, taking from the table the key of the laboratory, which 
tljo page believed must have Inin there ^ll night, ho walked thitlior, 
followed his attendant. At the door the Jlaron made a pause, 
and seemed at one time to doubt wlicther he should not seiKiaway 
the page, at another to hesitate whether ho should 0])eu the door, as 
one TTiiglit do who cxpocliid some strange sight within. He iiulled 
n]> resolution, lH>wcver, turned the key, tiirew the door open, and 
entered. The page followed elus# behind his master, and wasaslon- 
ir lied to the point of extreme teiTor at what lie beheld, although 'the 
^^.i::ht,1u)wever cxti’aordinary, liad in it nothing save what was agree- 
able and lovely. 

The silver lamp wn.s extinguished, or removed from its pedestal, 
wlun e stood in place of it a .cost beautiful female figure in the Per- 
sian costume, in which the colour of xfink ptedoraihated. But she 
wore no turban or lidau-drca^ of any kind, saving a blue riband 
drawn through her aiiburi hair, and secured by a gold rlasx>, tlio 
outer side of which was brnaraented by a superb opViJ, which, amid 
the chang*5ng lights peculiar to that gem, displayed jnteniaily a slight 
tingi^ of red like a spark of fire. 

'rjjo figure of this young iwirson was rather under the Tiiiddlo size, 
but ])erfejftly well formed; ike Eastern dress, with the widc^iAroiiscrs 
gathered rouftd the a*ikles,*niade visible t)ie smallest and most bcau- 
^tiful feet which had ever been seen, wliilo hands and arms of the 
most perfbet svmfnetry w^ere partly seen from under the folds of the 
robe. The little huly’s countenance was of a* lively and cifpressiv© 
Charaoten in wdiicU*. spirit and wit scernod to predominate; aiul the. 
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quick dark eye, with its beautifully formed eyebrow, seemed to pre- 
the arch remark, to which the rosy and half-smiling lip appeared 
Tv^ad}' to give utterance. 

^ The pedestal on which she stood, or rather was perched, would- 
have appeared unsafe had any figure heavier than her own been 
placed there. But, however she had been transported thither, she 
seemed t6 rest on it as lightly and safely as a linnet, when it has 
dropped from the sky on the tendril of a rose-bud. The first beam 
of the rising sun, fatunigithrough a window directly opposite to the 
pedestal, increased the effect of this beautiful figure, which remained 
as motionless as if it had been carved in marble. She only expressec] 
her sense of the Baron of Arnbeim^s presence by something of 
quicker respiration, and a deep blush, accompanied by a slight 

Whatever reason the Bwon of Arnheim might have for expectS 
to sec some such object as now exhibited its actual presence, tuS 
degree of beauty winch it presented was so much beyond his expec- 
tation, that for an instant he stood without breath or motion. At 
once, Jiowever, ho seemed to recollect that it was his duty to welcome 
the fair stranger to his castle, and to relieve her from her precarious 
situation, lie stopped forward accordingly with the words of wel- 
come on hifi tongue, and was extending his arms to lift her from the 
pedestal, which was nearly six feet high ; but the light and activq 
strahger merely accepted the support of his hand, and descended on 
tlie floor as light and aa safe aiJ'if she had been formed of gossamer. 
It was, indeed, only by the momentary pressure of her little hand 
that the Baron <»f Arnfieim'was finally made sensible that he laid to- 
do with a being of flesh and blood. 

1 am come as I have been commanded,’'’ she said, lookfi^g around 
lier. “ You must expect a strict and diligent mistress, and I hope 
for the credit of an attentive pupil.” 

After the arrival of this singular and^^ interesting being in the 
castle of Arnheini, various altei'ations took place within tin', interior 
of <Jie housLiiold, A lady of high rank and small fortune, the re^* 
spectable widow, of a Count of the Empire, who was (he Baron’s 
blood relation, received and accepted an invitation to preside ovbk 
her Isinsniitn’a domestic afl:airfi, and reino , by her countenance, any 
suspicions which might arise from tlte presence of Hcrnilonc, as the 
beautiful Persian was^enerolly called. 

The Countess Walostctten carried Iicr t»owi]>laisance so far as to 
be present on uluiost all occasions, whether iu lh(' laboratoi\y or 
library, when Die IJaron of Arnheim rdeeived lessons from, or pur- 
sued studies with, the young and lovely tutor who Lad been thus 
atrangely substiti*ted for the aged Magus. If this lady’s report was 
to be trusted, their pursuits were of a most extraordinary nature, 
and th.e results which She sometimes witnessed wore such as to cre- 
ate fear as well as surprise. But she sltongly yiudic{\J;ed fhem from 
practising unlawful arts, or over^stepping the boundaries of Baturat 
science. c 

^ A bet^r judge of such matters, the Bishop of Bamberg himself, 
made a visit to Arnheim, on purpose to witness the wisdom of wkicji 
BO much was reported through the whole llhine'-coinitrv. He con- 
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versed with Ilcrmiovie, and found her deeply imi>vesged with the 
truths of religion, and so perfectly acquainted with its doctrines that 
he compared her to a. doctor of tneolo^ in the dress of an Eastein 
^dancing-girl. When asked regarding her knowledge of languages 
and science, he answered that he had 4 >eeh attracted to Arnheim by 
the most extravagant reports on these points, but that he must re- 
.tiirn confessmg “ the half thereof had not been told unto him.” 

Ill consequence of this indisputable testimony, tlie sinister reports 
wliicli had been occasioned by the singular impearance of the fair 
istranger were in a great measure lulled to sleep, especially as her 
amiame manners won the involuntary good-will of every one tliat 
approached her. 

Meantime a marked alteration began to take place in the inter- 
views between the lovely tutor and her pupil. These were conducted 
with the same caution as before, and never, so far as could be ob- 
served, took place without the presence of the Countess of Wald- 
stotten, or sonic other third person 4i>f respectability. But the scenes 
of these meetings were no longer the scholar’s library, or the chem- 
irit’a laboratory ; — the gardens, the groves, were resorted to for 
amusqment; and parties of iiuuting andHshirig, with evenings spent 
in the dance, seemed to announce that the studies of wisdom were 
fot a lime abandoned for the pursuits of pleasure. It was not diffi- 
cult to guess the meaning of this; the Baron of Arnheim and his 
fair guest, speaking a language ditfefont from all others, could enjoy 
their private conversation even amid all the tumult of gaiety around 
them ; ami no one was surprised to Jiear^it formally announced, after 
:i few weeks of gaiety, that thq fair Persfeu was to be wedded to the 
Baron ofWVrnheim. 

The manners of this fascinating young person ivere so plesising, 
jjcr conversation so animated, her \;it so keen, yet so well tempered 
wiili good luilure and mdllesly, that, notwithstanding her unknown 
origin, her liigh fortune attracted less envy than miglit have been 
expected in a case so singular. •Above all, her generosity amazed 
ami W4>n tlie hearts of all the young persons who approached her. 
^ler wealth seemed to be measureTess, for the many rich jewels 
wliicb she distributed among her fair friends would otlierwise inive 
loll her witliout ornaments fof herself. These good qualities, her 
liberality fibove all, together with a siiaplicity of thought and char- 
a(*tcr, wliicli formed beautiful contrast to the depth of acquired 
knowledge whicli she was w^ell known to possess, — these, and her 
iotal want of ostentation, nfhde her superiority be pardoned among 
lier companions. Still there was notice taken of some peculiarities, 
exaggerated perhaps by envy, which seemed to dn%w a mystical dis- 
tinction between the beautiful Ilermioue and the mere mortals with 
wliom she lived and conversed. 

In the fcerry dance she "W&s so unrivalled in lightness ancTagUity 
Jliat her performance* seemed that of an aerial being'. She could, 
witliout suffering from her exertion, continue the pleasure till she 
had tired Rut the most active revellers ; and even tlic^ youiyy Duke, 
of Hochapringon, who was reckoned the most indefatigable at that 
exercise m Germany, having been her partner for half an hour, was 
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conipellcd to hrciik off the dance, and tlu*ow luuiriclf, totally cximusted, 
op a couch, exclairaiij^, he had been daiichig, not with a woman, but 
;wUli an i^nis 

. Other whispers aveired that, while she idaycd with her young 
companions in tlie;labyrinth apd mazes of the castle gardens at liidet 
and-scek, or similar games of activity, she became animated with the 
same supetmatural inertness which was supposed to inspire her in 
the dance. She anpeared amongst her companions, and vanished 
from them, with a aegree.of rapidity which was inconceivable ; and 
hedges, treillag^ or suchlike obstructions, were surmounted by her 
in a manner wdiich the most vigilant eye could not detect; for, after 
being observed on the side of the barrier at one instant, in another 
she was beheld close beside the spectator. 

In such moments, when her eyes spaidclcd, her cheeks reddened 
and her whole frame became animated, it was pretended that the 
opal clasp amid her tresses, the ornament which sue never laid aside, 
shot fortn the little spark, or tongue of flame, which it Rlwa.y» dis- 
nlnyed, with an increased vivacify. In the same manner, if in the 
jialf-ilarkenctl hall the conversation of Hermione became unusualiy 
animated, it was believed that the iewcl became brilliant, and even 
displayed a twinkling* and flashing gleam which seemed to be emitted 
by the gem iUoIf, and not produced iu the usual manner, by the re- 
flection of some external light. Her maidens were also heard fo 
surmise tluit, when their mistress was agifcited by any hasty or brief 
resentment (the only w'cakness of temper which she was sometimes 
observed to display), they could observe dark-red sparks flash from 
llie mystic brooch,* as if it ^sympatliised witli the wearer’s emotions. 
I'lic women who attended on her toilet farther rop(n to(I,.that this 
gvuii ^ras never removed but for a few minutes, wdien the naroness’s 
hair was eomlied out : that she was unusually jicnsivo and silent dur- 
ing the time it was laid aside, and partidiilnvly ap]n*c]ieusivc w’hen 
any liquid was brought near it. liven in tlie use of holy water at 
the^ door of the church, slie w’as libscrved to omit the sign of the 
cross on the forehead, for fear, it w’as supposed, of the water toucU- 
iiig the valued jewel. 

These singular reports did not prevent the man'inge of the Ihiroir 
of Arnlieirn from proceeding as nacb bec« arranged. It was cele- 
brated iu tlic usual form, and with the utmost splendour, and the 
young couple seemed to coAtmcnce a life of liapniness rarely to be 
found on earth. In the course of tw^dvo moiftlis the lovely Jlaroncss 
])resentcd her husband with a danglitor,i,wlnc*li was to be christened 
Sybilla, after the Count’s mother. As the licalth of the child was 
excellent, the cca*cmony 'was postponed till tlie recovery of tlie mo- 
ther from her confinement ; many 'wore invited to bo jnwscnt on the 
occasion, and the castle >vas thronged vvith company. 

It l/apperted that amongst tlie guests was an old lady, notorious 
for playing in private society the part df a malicious faii*y in a min- 
streVs tale. This w'as the Bai moss of Steinfeldt, famous in thd 
ncighbouvhood for l]cr insatiable curiosity and 6vevwoening‘ pride. 
‘She not been many days in the castle crc. by the aid of a femalo 
iittcndant, who acted as an intelligencer, she hau made herself mis- 
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tress of all that was licard> said, or suspected, concerning^ tlic pecu- 
liarities of the Baroness Hermione. It was on the morning of the day 
appointed for the christening, while the whole company were assem- 
bled in the hall, and waiting till the Baronet should appear, to ^sa 
with them to the chapel, that there arose between the censorious 
and haughty dame whom we have just mentioned and the Countess 
Waldstetten a violent discussion concerning some point^of disputed 
precedence. It was referred to the Baron von Amheim, who de- 
cided in favour of the Countess. Madame de Btcinfcldt instantly 
ordered her palfrey to be prepared, and Ber attendants to mount. 

' “I leave this place," sue said, "which a good Christian ought 
never to have entered ; 1 leave a house of which the master is a sor- 
cerer, the mistress a demon who dares not cross her brow with holy 
water, and their trencher-companion one who, for a wretched pit- 
tance, is willing to act as matchmaker between a wizard and an 
incarnate fiend ! " 

She then departed, with rage in ber countenance, and spite in her 
heart. 

The Baron of Arnheiui then stepped forward, and demanded of 
the knights and gentlemen around^ if there Were any among them 
wdio would dare to make good with his sword the infiuuous falsehoods 
thrown upon himself, his spouse, and his kinswoman. 

There was a general answer, utterly refusing to defend the Baron- 
ess of Steinfeldt’s words in so bad Oj^ause, ana universally testifying 
the belief of the company that she spoke in the spirit of calumny aim 
falsehood. * 

" Tlien let that lie fall to the ground, which no man of courage 
will holdup,” said the Baron of Arnheftn ; " only, all who arc here 
this morning sliall be satisfied whether the Baroness Herinionc doth 
or doth not share the rites of Christianity.” 

The Countess of Waldstetten made anxious signs to him while he 
spoke thus ; and w-hen tiie crowd i)crmittod her to approach near 
him, she was heard to w'hispor, " O, be not rash ! try no experiment ! 
there is something mysterious about that opal talisman ; be prudent, 
and tet the matter pass by.” 

The Baron, wh# was in a more towering ])assion than \vell became 
tlie wisdom to which he piada pretence — although it will be perhaps 
allowed, that an afiront so puolic, and in such a time and place, was 
enough to shake the prudence of the most staid, and the philosophy 
of the most wise — ansWfered sternly and briefly, " Are you, too, such 
a fool ? ” and retained his nurpose. 

The Baroness of Arnbeiin at this moment entered the hall, looking 
just so pale from her late confinement, as to render her lovely coun- 
tenance more interesting, if less animated, than u!hial. Having paid 
her compliments to the ass^ibled company with the most j^raccful 
and coijdcscending attention, she was beginning to inqjjjre why 
Madam«fde SteinfeJ^t wa*not present, when her husband made the 
signal for the company to move f§rw'ard to Ihe chapel, and lent the 
Baroncs^his nrm to bring up tJie roar. The cliapci w^as nearly filled 
by the splendid company, and all c\ycs were bent on tlici^hosL aijti 
•hostess, as they cittercd tlic i)lace of devotion iiiimcdiately nflei* four 
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ladies, who supported tho inPnut babe in n light and beautiful 

^ the^ ^sed the threshold, the Baron dipt his finger in tlie font- 
stoae, and offered holy water to his lady, who accepted it, as usual, 
by touching his finger with her own. Bui then, as if to confute the 
calumnies of the malevolent lady of Steinfeldt, with an air of spor- 
tive familiarity which W'hs rather unwarranted by the time and place, 
he flirted on her beautiful forehead a drop or two of the moisture 
which remained ou his owi^hand. The opal, on which one of tliesc 
drops had lighted, shot out a brilliant spark like a falling star, and 
became the instant afterwards lightless and colourless ns a common 
pebble, while the beautiM Baroness sank on the floor of the chapel 
with a deep sigh of pain. All crowded around her in dismay. Tlio 
unfortunate Hermione was raised from the ground, and conveyed to 
her chamber; and so much did her countenance and pulse alter, with- 
in the short time necessary to do this, that those who looked- upon 
her pronounced her a dying woman. She was no sooner in her own 
apartment than she requested to be left alone with her husband, lie 
remained an hour in the room, and when he came otit lie locked and 
doiible-Iocked the door behind him. He then betook hini-sclf to 
the chapel, and remained there for an hour or more, pro-strated l,ii;^forc 
the altar. 

In the mean time most of the guesLs Imd-dmersed in dismay; 
thongh some almdo out of courttry or enrioAity. Thei-e nns n goncval 
sense of impropriety in siifi'cring the door of the sick lady’s .ap. ’•tnient 
to remain locked ; bnt, alarmed at tho whole circumstances of her 
ilhic.ss, it was some time ert\any one dared disturb the devotions of 
the Baron. At Icngf li medical aid aiTived, and the Oountess/fif Wald- 
stettin took upon her to demand the key. She spoke more than 
once to a man, who seemed incapable of hearing, at least of under- 
standing, what slie .said. At length he gave her the key, and added 
sternly, as )m did .“o, that all aid was unavailing, and that it was his 
pleasure that all strangers should leave the castle. There were few 
who inclined to stay, when, upon opening the door of the chamber 
in which the Bsironess had been deposited little more than two iiours 
before, no traces of her" could bo discoven’d, nulCfts that lliero v/as 
about a baudfiil of light grey aslies, like such as might have been pro- 
duced by burning fine paper, found on the bed where she had been 
laid. A solemn funeral was^'nevcrtlieless performed, ■with masses, 
and all other sinritnal rites, for tlic sohl of tiie'higb and noble Lady 
Hermione of Arnheim ; and it was exactly on that same day tiircc 
years that the Baron himself was laid in the gi’ave of the same chapel 
of Arnheim, with Kword, shield, and helmet, as the last male of his 
family. 

Here the Swiss paused, for they werc> approaching the bridge of 
thccastwofGraffs-lust. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

——Believe me, air, 

It carries a rare form— But *tie a spirit 

The T$mp4«i, 

TiiEiiE was a short silence after the j^ernese had concluded his 
, «iu/yular tale. Arthur Philipson’s attention had been gradually and 
intensely attracted by a story, which was too much in unison with 
the received ideas of the age to be encountered by the unhesitating 
incredulity with which it must have been heard in later and more 
enlightened times. 

He was also considerably struck by the manner in which it had 
been told by the narrator, whom be nad hitherto only regai’ded in 
the light or a rude huntsman or soldier ; whereas he now allowed 
Uonnerhugel credit for a more Extensive acquaintance with the 
general manners of the world than he bad previously antfeipaied. 
The Swiss rose in his opinion as a mau of talent, but without mak- 
ing the slightest process in his aftections. The awasJibuckler,” 
lie said to himself, has brains as well as brawn and bones, and is 
fitter for the office of commanding others than I formerly thought 
him.” Then, turning to his com^nion, he thanked him for the 
tale which had shortened the way in so interesting a manner. 

And it is from this singular marriage,” ho continued, ** that Anne 
of Geierstcin derives her origin ? ” ^ 

“ Her another answered the Swiss, ^^was Sybilla of Arnheiin, 
the infant at whose christening the mother died — disappeared — or 
whatever you may list to call it. Tlie boi’ony of Arnhenn, being a 
male fief, reverted to Uk^ Emperor. The castle has^'never been in- 
habited since the death of the last lord ; and has, as 1 Iiave heard, 
become in some sort ruinous. The occupations of its ancient pro- 
*l)rietors, and, above all, the catastrophe of its last inhabitant, have 
•neeii thought to render it no eligible place of residence.” 

“Did there appear anything preternatural,” said the English- 
man, “ about the young ilavoiiess, who married the brother of the 
Landamman ? ” 

“ So far as I have In^rd,” replied Rudolph, “ there were strange 
stories. It was said that the ifiirses, at the dead of night, liave seen 
Hermione, the Inst Baronqps of Arnheim, stand weeping by the side 
of the child’s cradle, and other things to the same purpose. But 
liere I speak from less correct information than rfhat from whicli I 
drew my former narrative.” 

“ And since the credibility of a story, not very probable in itself 
must ne^s be granted, or ^vithheld, according to the evidflice on 
which it given, may I aSk you,” said Artiiur, “ to tell me wlfat is 
"tlie authorify on which you have m much reliance ? ” 

“ Williagly,” iJliswered Iho Swiss. “ Know that Theodore Dun- 
nerhugel, the favourite page of the last Baron of Arnheii#, wm 
fatherfs broUiey. Upon liis master’s death, ho Retired to his iiativcw 
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town of BcrnO} atitd iwost of his time was employed in training pm 
up to. .firms and laaortial cxereis^ as well accoroing to the fashion 
01 Germany as of ISwitacrlaod^ for ho was master of all He wit- 
nessed with his owh eves, and heard with his own ears, CTeat part 
of the melancholy anp m^fstefious events which I have detniled to 
you. Should you ever visit Berne, you may see tKe good old man.” 

^'^You tlihikt then," said Arthur, that the appearance which I 
have this night seen, is connected with the mysterious marriage of 
. Anne of Geierstein’a grand^ther.” 

** Nay,” replied Eudolph, “thinlc not that I Can lay down any 
|>ositiye explanation of a thing so strange. 1 can only say tlia^ 
unless 1 die you the injustice to disbdieve your testimony respecting 
the apparition of this evening, I know no way to account for it, 
except by remembering that there is a portion of the young lady’s 
blood wfai^h is thought not to be derived from the race of Adam, 
but more-^or less directly from one of those elem^tary spirits, which 
have been talked of both in ancient and modmix times. But X may 
bo mistaken. We will see how dhe bears heieelf iu the morning, 
and whether she carries in her looks tlie wearinesp and paleness of 
a midnight watcher. If she doth not, ^we may be authorised iu 
tliinking, either that your eyes have strangely deceived you, on that 
they have been cheated by some spectrid appearance, which is not 
of tliis world.” , 

To this the young Englishmaif . attempted no reply, nor was there 
time for any : for they were immediately afterwards cludlenged by 
the sentinel from the drawbridge. 

Tiie question, Who go^ there ? ” was twice satisfactorily an- 
swered before Sigismuud would admit the patrol to cross the draw- 
bridge. 

^'Ass and mule that thou art,” said Rudolph, “wliat was the 
meaning of thy delay ? ” t 

Ass and mule tliysclf, Hnupiman ! ” said the Swiss, in answer to 
this objurgation. I have been surprised by a goblin ou my post 
once to-night already, and I have got so much experience ui>oii that ^ 
matter, that I will not easily be caught a second tune.” « 

** What goblin, thou fool,” said Donuerbugel, ‘‘would be idle en- 
ough to play his gambols at the expense of so very poor an animal 
as thou art?” 

“ Thou art as cross as my father, llauptnmn,’’ replied Sigismiind, 
who cries fool end blockhead at cVery word I speak ; and yet 1 
have lips, teeth, and tongue to speak witlj, just like other folk.’* . 

“ We will not contest the matter, Sigismund,” said Rudolph. “ It 
is clear, that if tl|pu dost differ from other people,, it is in a parti- 
cular which thou caiist be hardly expected to find out or acknow- 
ledge. But what, iu the name of simplicity, is it which hath alarmed 
thee ofKhy post ? ” , 

“ Many, thus it was, Hauptman,” retuxSied SigismuiMl Bfcdcrmaii, 
“ I was something tired, you see, rith looking up at the broad moon/ 
and thinking what in. the universe it could be made of, and how we 
came W tree it just as well here as at homo, this place being so many 
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iiiilcs from <Geiet8t«n. I was tired, I say, of Qiis and oilier per- 
plexinff thoughts, so I diw my J&ir cap down oVer my ears, for I 
promise you the wind Idet^shrm; aad (hen i planted myself 
on my feet, with' one of my leto a little advanced, and hoth my hands 
resting on my pinNiban, whi^ I placed .upright before me to rest 
upon ; add so t shut iuine ejNs." 

“ Shut thine eyes, Sigl^iUad, and tliou upon thy Watch ! ” ex- 
claimed Donnerhugel. 

“ Caro not thou fUr that,** answered SigntmUnd ; “ 1 kept my ears 
open. And yet it was to Itttle ''purpose, for atmaeihing came upon- 
the bridge with a step as steatl^iy ns that of 'a mouse. I looked up . 
with a start at the moment it was opporite to me, Mid when I lookSu 
up— whom think you 1 saw? ” 

“ Some fool likeibyaelf,'’ Biiid''Bud^ph^ at the Some iima pressing 
Philipson’s foot iki makc^ hkn attend' to the answer} a hint whieh 
was little uUecessary, rince he waited ia/t it in the utmost agptatiou.' 
Out it eame at lost. ~ • 

“ By Saint llilnrk,-it was Our own Aume of Oeientein t"- 

“It is impoBsnde!” replied the Benaiese. ■- " 

“ 1 sliould have SUid so toti^” quoth Sigismondj “for I had peeped 
into*her bedi'oom before she went thither, and it was so hedizened 
that a queen or a princess have slept in it ; and why should 

the wench get out of her good quarters, with all her friends about 
her to guard her, and gd out to wtaider iu the forest ? ” 

“ Maybe,” said Rudolph, “ she only looked from the bridge to see 
how the night waned." 

“ No,” said Sig^mund ; “ she was neturning from the forest I 
saw hcwwfaen she reached tiie end of l^ie bridge, and thought of 
striking at her, conceiving it to be the devil in her likeness.. But I 
rememTOred my halberd is no birch switch to chastise boys and 
girls with ; and bad 1 done Anne any harm, you would all bare been 
angry with me, and, to spealc truth, 1 stmuld hare bceu ill pleased 
with myself; for although she ^th make a jest of me now and tlicii, 
yet it were a did! house ours were we to lose Anne.” 

“ A.8S,” answered the Bernese, “ didst tliou speak to this form, or 
goblin os you call it ? ” 

“ Indeed I did not, Oap^n Wiseacre. My father is ever angry 
with me when 1 speak witliout thii^ing, and 1 could not at that 
particular moment tliiak on mything to the purpose. Neither was 
there time to think, for she passed me like a snowflake upon a whirl- 
wind. I marphed into the castle aftar her, however, calling on her 
by name: so the Sleepers were awakened, mid men flew to their 
arms, and there was as mne^' eonfiision as if Aechibald oi Hagen- 
bach had been among ns adth sword and pike. And who should 
come out of her little bedroom, as much startled and as much in a 
bustle M any of ns, but Anne herself! And as she Retested 
she hod ^v^r lef(*hcr rV>m that night, why 1, Sigismutra Bledmr- 
man, was mime t6 stand the whole Uame, as if I could prevent 
people’s^bosto nrom walking. But Ltold her my mind when.|..saw 
them all so set against me. 'And Mistress Anne/ quoth it’s 
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well known the kindred you eome of ; and, after this fair notice, if 
you send any of your double-gangera^ to me, let them put iron skull- 
eaua on tlieir heads, for I wilF^ve them the length and weight of a 
Swiss halberd, come in wliat sdiape they list.’ However they all 
eallecl, ' Shame on me 1 * and my father drove me out again, with as 
little remorse as if I had been the cid hotise-di^, which had stolen 
in from his Vatch to the fireside/' 

The Benieae replied, with an air of coldness approaching to con- 
tempt, “ You have slept oif your watch, Sigismitm, a high militaiy 
offence, and you have dreamed while you slept. You were in good- 
luck that the Iiaudamman did not suspect your negligence, or, in- 
stead of being sent.ba^ to your duty like a lazy watch*dog, you 
might have been scourged back like a faithless one to your kennel 
at Geierstein, as chanced to poor Ernest for a less matter,” 

** Erhest 1ms not yet gone hack ^hough,^ said Sigisinund. “ and I 
“'think he may pass as far into Burgundy as we BhaUdo in tliis jour- 
ney. I pray you, however, Haupiy^n, to treat me not dog^like, but 
a man, aim send some one to rmieve me^ instead of prating here 
in the cold night air. If there he anything to do to-morrow, as 1 
well guess there may, a moutliful of food and a minute of sleep will 
he hut a fitting preparative, and I have stood watch here these two 
mortal hours/’ 

With that the young giant yawned x>ortentoiidy, as if to enforce 
the I’casons of his appem. • * 

A mouthful and a minute?" said liudolpb,--'' a roasted ox and 
a lethargy like that of the SSven Sleepers would scarce restore you 
to the me of your I’ofreshsd and w^axing senses. But I am your 
friend, Bigismuud, and you are secure in my favourable rejy^rt ; you 
sliall be iustautly relieved, that you may sleep, if it be possible, with- 
out disturbances from dreams, — Pass on, young men ” (addressing 
the others, w^ho by tliis time had come up),*" and go to your rest; 
Arthur of England and I will report to the Laiidastlpian and the 
Banneret the account of our patrol.**’ 

The patrol accordingly entered the castle, and were soon Ij^eard 
johiiiig their slumbering couipanious. Rudolph Donnerliugcl seixed ; 
Arthur’s arm, and, wdiile they went towards the hall, whispered in 
his ear, — 

" These are strange i>ussag^s ! — How think you wo should report 
tiiem to the deputation ? ” ^ f ^ 

That I must refer to yourself/' said Arthur ; " you 'are tlie cap- 
tain of our watch. 1 have done my dutyciu telling you w'hat 1 saw 
— or thought I saw ; it is for you to judge how far it is fitting to 
communicate it toUbe Landamman ; only, as it concerns the honour 
of his family, to his ear alone 1 think it should he confided /' 

" I s^ no occasion for that/’ said the Bernese, hastily ; " it cannot 
affect or interest our general safety. Bfit I may take occagdon here- 
after to speak with Anne on this subject.’’ ** ** 1 , 

This latter hint gave as much phin to Arthur, as«the general pro- 

A Hon We- walkers, anaiTioin Gennau}' for those aCrial duplicates 'Of bumanlty who 
r^resent the features and upf/curfuice of otbor living potnijons. ' 
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posal of silence on an affair so delicate had afforded him satisfaction. 
J>ut his iinetisinesB was of a kind which he felt it necessary to sun- 
press, and he therefore replied with aa much composure as he cwid 
assume ; — 

“ You will act, Sir Hauptman, as your sense of duty and delicacy 
shall dictate. For me, I shall be silent on what vou call t4e strange 
passages of the night, rendered doubly w'onderful by tile report of 
Sigismund Biederman.” 

And also on wha$ yon have seen and^heard concerning our aux- 
iliaries of Berne ? ** said Rudolph. 

On that I shall certainly be silent,” said Arthur ; “ unless thus 
fnr, that I mean to communicate to my father' the risk of his baggage 
]»eing liable to examination and seizure at La Ferette.” 

It is needless, ”said Rudolph ; 1 will answer with head mid hand 

for the safety of everything belonging to him.” 

I thank you in his name,” said Arthur ; but we are peaceful 
travellers*^ to whom it must be inii#h more dcs]ra]>le to avoid a broil 
than to give occasion for one, even when secure of coming out of it 
triumphantly.” 

These are the sentiments of a merchant, but not of a soldier,” 
said Rudolph, in a cold and displeased tone ; but the matter is your 
own, and you must act in it as you think best. Only remember, if 
voii uo to La Ferette witliout our assistance, you hazard both goods 
mid life.” ^ 

Tliey entered, as he spoke, the aparfcihent of their fellow-travellers. 
Hie compaiiioiia of their patrol had Already laid themselves down 
aniongst their sleeping comrades at tluv lower end of the room. The 
Landanaaian and the Baiinermau of Berne heard Doiinerliugel make 
a report, that his patrol, both before and after tnidnighl, had been 
made in safety, and witliout any encounter wdiich expressed either 
danger or suspicion. '3'lie Bernese then WTapped him in his cloak, 
und, lying dowm on the straw, with that happy indiff’ereuoe to aceom- 
.modat ioiv and promptitude to s'tize the moment of repose, which is 
acqiured by a life of vigilance and hardship, was in a few minutes 
fast asleep. . 

Artlmr remained on foot but a little longer, to dart au earnest look 
on the door of Anne of GreierStein'a apartment, and to reflect on the 
wonderful occurrences of the evening*. But they formed a chaotic 
mystery, for which hei,<!%uld no clew, and the necessity of bolding 
instant coinnlunicatioii w ith lus fatlier compelled him forcibly to turn 
his thoughts in that direc^on. He was obliged to observe caution 
and secresy in accomplishing his purpose. For this he laid himself 
down beside his parent, whose couch, with the hospitality which ho 
had experienced from the beginning of his intercourse with the kind- 
hearteu Swiss, had been arrangea in what w^as thought most 
coiiveiiiOit place of the gfartment, and somewhat apart iro|n all 
otliers. 1^ ^lept iJOuiid, but awoke at tin? touch of his son, who 
whispereoto hies in English, fortlie greater precaution, that he had 
impm taift tidings for his private ear. 

An attack on •our post ? ” said the elder Philipson^ ^must #0 
'take to our weaptms?" 
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“ Not now,” mid Arthur; « aud I pray of you not to rise or make 
alatm — ^thia matter coneems us alone.” 

d Tell it instantly, my son/^ replied his father ; “you specik to one 
tod mueh used to danger to he startled at it.” 

" It is a case for your wisdom to consider^” said Arthur. “ I bad 
information whUe upon the patrol, tixst the'Ooyemor of Ferette 
will unquestionably seize upon your and merchandise, under 

pretext of levyingr dues claimed by the Duke of Bui^undy. I hare 
also been inform^ that oiti* escort of Swiss youth are determined to 
resist this exaction, and conceive themselves possessed of the numbers 
and means suffident to do so successfully.” 

“By Sfr George, that must not be ! ” said the elder Phibpson ; “it 
would, be ail evu requital to the true-hearted Landamman, to ^ve 
the fiery Duke a pretext for that war which the excellent old man is 
so fmimusly desirous to avoid, if it be possible. Any exactions, 
however unreasonable, 1 will gladly pay. But to have my papers 
seized on were utter ruin. I partly feared this, and it made me un- 
willing to join myself to the Lanaamman’s party. We must now 
break off from it. This rapadous governor will not surely lay hands 
on tlie deputation which seeks his master’s court under protection of 
the law of nations ; but I can easily see how he might make our 
presence with them a pretext for quarrel, wliich will equally suit his 
own avaricious spirit and the humour of these fiery young men, who 
are seeking for matter of offento. This snaU not be taken for our 
^aake. We will separate ourselves from the deputies, and remain 
behind till they are passed bn. If this De Hagenbach bo not ihe 
most unreasonable of men, I will find a way to eoutent him so far as 
we are individually concerned. Meanwhile I wiU instantly <r/ake the 
liandamman,” he said, “ and acquaint him with our purpose.” 

This was immediately done, for Phiiipson was not slow in the 
execution of his resolutions. In a minute he was standing by the 
side of Arnold Biedermaii, who, raised on his elbow, was listening to 
his comtnaiiieation, while, over the Shoulder of the Laudamman, rose 
the head and long beard of the deputy from Schwitz, his large^clear 
blue eyes gleaming from beneath a fnr cap, bent on the Englishman’s 
face, but stealing a ghince aside now and then to mark the impres- 
sion w’hich \ybat was said made ui>on Lis colleague. 

“ Good friend and host,”sf4d the elder Phiiipson, “ we have heard 
for a certainty that our poor merchandise niH be subjected to tax^ 
ation or seizure on our passage through La Ferette, and I would 
gladly avoid all cause of quaixel, for ^ our sake as w'ell as our 
bwn.^' 

“You do not ik>ubt that we can and will protect you? ’’relied 
the Landammau.^ “ I tell you, Englishman, that the guest of alSwiss 
is as s/ife by his side as an eaglet undcr^tlie wing of its dam ; and to 
leave ifs because danger approaches, is ^but a poor compijiment to 
our courage or constancy. 1 am desirous of pea^ee ; bui imt the Duke 
of Burgundy himself should wro£g a guest of m^pe, so 'far as my 
power might prevent it. ? ^ 

* At thii the deputy from Schwitz clenched a fist like a bull's 
' Imuckles, and showed it above the shoulders of bis friend. 
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It is even to avoid tliis, ray worthy host,” replied Philipson, that I 
iiitend to s^arate from yonr friendly company sooner than I desire or 
purposed. Bethinkjyou. my brave and worthy iiost^ you are an an^as- 
sador seeking* a national peaee^ I a trader seeking: private ^ain. War, 
or quarrels which may cause irar» are alike ruinous to your purpose 
and raine^ 1 confess to you fttmkly, that I am willing: and able to pay 
a large ransom, and when you are departed 1 wilt negotiate for the 
amount. I will abide in the. town of Bd.le till I have made fair teims 
with Archibald de Hagenbaeh ; and eveimf he is the avaricious extor- 
> tioner you describe him, he will be somewhat moderate with me 
rather than run the risk of losing liis booty entirely, by my turning 
back, or taking another route/' 

** You speak wisely, Sir Englishman/* said the Landamman ; and 
1 thank you for recalling my duty to my remembrance. But you 
must not, nevertheless, be exposed to danger. Bo soon as we move 
forward the country will be again open to the devastations of the 
Burgundian Riders and Lanz^n^hts, who will sweep the roads in 
every direction. The people of Bdle.me unhappily too timorous to 
protect you ; they would yield you up upon the Gfovernor’s first hint; 
and/or justice or lenity, you might as well expect it in hell as from 
Hagenbach.” 

** There are conjurations, it is said, that can make hell itself 
tremble/’ said Philfpson : ** and 1 Iiave means to propitiate even this 
De Hagenbach, providing I can get to private speech with him. 
But, I own, 1 can expect nothing from bis wild riders but to be put 
to death for the value of my clo^.” • 

If that be the ease/* said the Landamman, and if you must needs 
separata from us, for which I deny not that you have alleged wisd and 
worthy reasons, wherefore should you not leave Graffa-lust two hours 
before us? The roads will be safe, as our escort is expected; and 
you will probably, if you travel early, find De Hajg^enbach sober, and 
as capable as he ever is of bearing reason — ^tbat is, of perceiving his 
own interest. But, after his breakfast is washed down witii Rhine- 

a , which he drinks* every morning before he hears mass, his fuiy 
a even his avarice.” 

“ All I want, in order to execute thW scheme,” said Pbilipson, is 
the loan of a mule to cany my v* Jise, which is packed up with your 

^^.'aice the she-nyite,” said the Ijandamman; ‘‘slie belongs to 
my brotlier here from Schwitz ; he will gladly bestow her on thee.” . 

If she were worth tweaty downs, and my comrade Arnold desired 
me to do so,” said the old whiteboard. 

" I will accept her as a loan with gratitude,” said the Englishman. 
But how can you dispense with the use of the creature ? You have 
only one left.” • 

“ Wejean easily supply pfir want from BMe,” said the Landamman. 
*^Nay, w&cAi make this fittle delay serve your purpose, Sir En)i?liaiv- 
man. I^amedJTor our time of fleparture, the first hour after day- 
break ; Ve will postpone it to the second hour, which will give us 
enough ofiime to get a horse or mule, and you, Sir PhiUwm, mme 
" to reach La Ferette, where I trust you will hare fu^hieved your BusV 
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no»s.s with De Ilag'Oiibacli to your cooteutmont, aud v/ill join company 
ai^aiu with us as we travel through Burgundy,” 

our mutual objects will permit our travelling togetlier, worthy 
Jjandaminnu/’ answered the merchant, “I shall esteem myself most 
happy in becoming the 2 >artner of your journey. — ^And now resume 
the repose which rhave iuterriiptea.” 

Ood bl^ss you^ wise and true-hearted man ” said the Landainmnn, 
rising and embracing the EngHsliinau. “Should we never meet 
again, I will still reihemberi the merchant wha neglected thoughts of 
gain, that he might keep the path of wisdom and rectitude. 1 know * 
not auotlier who would not Irnve risked tlte shedding a lake of blood 
to save five ounces of gold, — Farewell thou, too, gallant young man. 
Thou hast learned among us to keep thy foot firm while on the edge 
of a Helvetian crag, but none can teach thee bo well as thy father, 
to keep an upright path among the morasses and precipices of 
human life.” 

He then embraced and took a kipd farewell of his friends, in which, 
as usual, he was imitated by his friend of Schwita, who sw^ept witli 
his long beard the right and left cheeks of both the iSnglislmion, and 
again made them heartily welcome to the use of liis mule. All then 
once more comfiosed themselves to rest for the space wdiich remained 
befoi'e the appearance of the autumnal dawn. 


CHAPTER XIIL 

Tho «Douty and di»vord, Yvhich of late 
Kpruug from the rancorous outrage of your Duke 
To uicrchnuts, our woll^dealiug countryxnon, — 

Wlio, wanting guildera to redeem thoir )ivcfi. 

Have seal’d kis rigorous statutes will) tl)eir blood ' 

. Excludes all piiy from our llireat'uin^ looks. 

Com€iiy c/ £rror^. 

Tun dawjn liad scarce begun to touch the distant horizon, when * 
Avtliur Philipsun was on foot to prc])aro for his father’s dej*artnre 
and hirt own, wdiicb, as arranged on the i>reeeding night, \vas to take 
place two hours before the Lap^dauuuan and his attendants proposed 
to leave the ruinous castle of Hrafls-lust. It was no diificult matter 
for him to separate the neatly arran|^ed packages which contained 
liis fatlwr’« effects, from the clumsy bundtes in which the baggage of . 
the Swdss was deposited. The one set of mails was made up with 
the neatness of mm accustomed to long and jieriiouB journeys ; the 
other, with the rude carelessness of those wlio rarely left their homo, 
and ’i^ho were altogether inexperienced.^ 

A s^aut of the Landamman assisteds Arthur in this tas|[:, and in 
placing his faUier’s baggage on the mule beloBgiufc te bearded ^ 
devuty froth Scliwitz. From thi^man also be received ulktructitvnh 
eonccYmnir the road from Graffs-lust to Brisach (the chief Citadel of 
I'crettiti), which was too plain and dii’ect to render it likely that 
they should incur any risk of losing tltoir way, os 4iad. befallen, them* 
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when travefling: oii tlxe Swiss mountains. Everything being now 
prepared for their departure^ Uie young Englishman awakened his 
ftxther^ and ae^uaintra him' that all was ready, lie then retired 
towards the chimney^ while his fal&er, according to his daily custom, 
repeated the prayer of St Jiidian, the patron of travellers, and 
ad}usted his dress for the journii^. 

it will not bo wondered at tnat while:, the fatlier w&t through 
liifl devotions, and equipped himself for travel* Artliur, with his heart 
full of what he had e^n of Anne of Geieirsteiu for some time before, 
and his brain dizzy mth the recollection of. the incidents of the pre- 
ceding night, should have k^t his eyes riveted on the door of the 
sleeping apartment at which he had lii^t seen that young person dis- 
appear ; that is, unless the pale, and seemingly fantastic form, which 
had twice crossed him so strangely, should prove no wandering spirit' 
of the elements, but the living sul^tance of the person wdiose appear- 
ance it bore. So eager was his curiosity on this subicct, that he 
strained his eyes to the utmost, a§ if it had been possible for them 
to have penetrated through wood and walls mto the cliamher of 
the slumbering maiden, in order to discover whether her eye or 
cheek bore any mark tliat she had last night been a watcher or a 
wanderer. 

" But that was tlie proof to which Kudoli>li appealed," he said, in- 
ternally, “ and Rudolph alone will have the opportunity of retnarkiiig 
the result. Who knows what adjutage my eommuiiication may 
give him in his suit with yonder lovely creature? And what must 
she think of me, save as one light of tlrought and loose (»f tongue, to 
whom nothing-CAtraordinary cauchancef but he must hasten to babble 
It into the ears of those who are nearest to him at the niomtmt? 1 
would tny tongue had been palsied ere 1 said a syllable to yonder 
proud yet wily prize-fighter ! I shall never see hcr niore — that is to 
be counted for certain. I shall never know the true inteipretatiou 
of those mysteries which hang around Lor. liut to think 1 may have 
prated something texiding to tfirow her into the power of yonder 
rero^ous boor, will be a subject of remorse to me while i live?* 

Here he was startled out of his reverie by the voioe of his father, 
Why, how now, hoy ! art thou waking, Arthur, or sleopiug on thy 
feet from the fatigue oMast night’s service ? 

** Not so, my father,” answered Artliur, at once recollecting him- 
self. ^ Bomewhat dro%sy, p^haps j but the fresh morning air wih 
.soon pnt that to flight.” 

Walking W'ith precaiitifti through the group of sleepers who lay 
around, the elder Philipson, when they }jad g'ained tiie door of the 
apartment, turned back, and, looking* bn the strJw couch which the 
large form of the Landamman, and the stiverv beard of liis con^nt 
companion, touched by the^anicHt beams of Vigbt, distingu|||)ii^ as 
that of Arnold Bidder manlike mattered between his lips an iuyoIotl' 
tary adic]te 

Fare^ll, mtoor of ancient With ana integrity — lareweii, nome 
Arnold— farewell, soul of truth and candour — ^to whom cowardice, 
^selfishriess,*and fais<diood ard alike unknown ! ” 

And- farewell, thought his son, to the loveliest^ and most candidf 
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yet nK^i.tbyBterioud of maidens ! — ^But tbe odieit, as inaV be be- 
' Meved, imt, that of bis father^ express^ to sroras. 

. $^j,met6 soon t^fter os tbe outside of the gate. The Swim ^ 
. toebUe was liberally recois^ensed, and charged trhh a thoustuid kind 
words of farewell;iimd of i^etoembi’anoe to tne-JLandammaii fVom his 
StogUsbg^ts, mingled with hopetf and wishes that they might soon 
m'e^ agrarto toe Borghndian'territQ;^. Tbeydflpg man then took 
tiie orime of toe nmle, and led the dnmal forward on t&e|t journey 
at an easy pace, his father'Widking by his side." ' 

After a silence of some mtoutes, the elder 'niilipson adto'essed 
Arthur. “ 1 fear me,” he said, we slmSi see the worthy JLiandamman 
nb mw. The youths 'who kttend him are bent Upon taktog offence 
r— the Duke of Burgundy will not fall, 1 fear, to girh them ample 
occasion: — and toe peace whieli the ezbmlent man desires for thejiand 
of his fathers wiU he shipwrecked ere they rettoh. toe Duke’s pre* 
seucc ; though even were it otherwise, how the proudest prince to 
Burt^ will brook toe moody loqjcs cf burgesses and peasants (so 
will Charles of Burgundy term toe friends we hare parted from), is 
a question too easily answered. A war, fata) to the interests of (dl 
concerned, Bare Donis of France, will certainly take place ; and dread- 
ful must be toe contest if toe ranks of toe Bnrgttouian chivalry' shall 
encounter those iron sons of toe mountains, before whom so many 
of toe Austrian nobility havebeen repeatedly prostrated.” 

“ I am so much convinced of the truth of 'what you say, my father,” 
replied Arthur, ” that I judge even this day will not pass over with- 
out a breach of truce. 1 havn already put on my shift of mail, in case 
we should meet bad compar y betwixt Ghaffs-lust'and Brisach ; and 
1 .would to Heaven that you would observe the same precaution. It 
, wifi not. delay onr journey ; and 1 confess to you that 1, at least, will 
(ravel with mucli greater consciousness of safety should you do so.” 

, “ I understand you, my son,” replied' the elder Philipson. ^ ” But 
I am a peaceful traveller in the Duke of Bui'gundy’s territories, and 
must not willingly suppose that, white under the sh^ow of his banner, 
1 must guard myself against banditti, as if 1 were in toe wilds of Pal- 
estine. As for the authority of his officers, and the extent of their 
exactions, I need not tell you that they are, in our circtunstatmacu 
tilings to be submitted to without grief or grudging.” 

Leaving the two travellerf^ to joura^ towards Brisach at their 
leisure, I must transport my readers to toe e tstera gate of that small 
town, which, situated on an eminened’, had a commanding prospect 
on every side, hute^cially towards B&lep It did not properly make 
a part of the dotoinions of toe Duke of Burgundy, hu| had been 
placed in^is hand*, in pawn, or in pledge, for the repayment of a 
considerable- sum of money, duo to Charies by the Emperor Sigia- 
mtfo«^f Austria, to whom the seigniol'y of toe place Wonged in 
pteperqf. But the town b^ so conrenienfiy for diatressing.the com- 
merce m the Swiss, andrinflicting on that people, whom.be at once 
bated and despised* similar marksQif his mfOevolenc^, as ta^neouragd 
a general opinion, that toe Duke of Burgundy, the implacable and 
unreasonable enemy of these mountaineers, would never listen to 
<4u^ terms of redemption, however eqnitohle or wkantageous, which 



A2^£: OF GEIERSTFIN. 

mig-ht liave lJic effect of restoring to tlie Emperor au advanced noBi, 
of such consequence to the gratification of his disjjikc, as Brisacii. 

The situation of the little to^rn was in itself strong, but the forti- 
fications which surrounded i% were bat^y sufficient to rcQxd ftiy 
sudden attack^ and not adequate to reSii^lTor any length ox time a 
formal siege. The morning beams bad shone <m the bf the 
church for more thsit au houi^ when a tali, thin, elderly mah, wrapt 
ill a morning gownv hver wbi^ was buckled abroad belt* supporting 
on the left side a on the right a dagger, approached the bai-* 

bicaii of tlie castera gate. His bonnet du;^ajcd a feather, whicli, or 
tlic tail 6f a fox in l|eti of it, lias tlie emblem of gentle blood through- 
out all Germany, alid a badge highly prized by wose who liad a rigiit 
to we^ it 

The Small party of soldiers who had kept watch ttiere during the 
course of the preceding night and supplied sentinels both for ward 
and outlook, took arms on the appearimce of tliis individual, and 
drew themsedves up in the form of a guard, which receives with mili- 
tary reverence an officer of importance. Archibald do Hageiibach’s 
countenance — for it was the Governor himself — expi-eascd that 
settled neevishness and ill*tempcr which characterise the morning 
houm or a valetudinary debauchee. His head throbbed, his pulse 
was feverisb, and his cheek was pale, — symptoms of his having 
spent the last night, as was his usu^ custom, amid wine-stoups and 
flagons. Judging firomihe haste with which his soldierii fell into 
their ranks, and tlie awe jmd silence which reigned among them, it 
appeared that they were accustomed ,iD expect and dread his ill- 
humour bn such occasions. Re glanced at them, accordingly, nn in- 
quisitive and dissatisfied look, as if he sbuglit something on ndiich to 
vent his^eevishuess, and tlicu asked for the “loitering dog, Rilian.*’ 
Ivilian presently made his appearance, a stout hard-favoured maiw 
at-arms, a Bavanau by birth, and by rank tlie personal squire of the 
Governor. 

What news of the Swiss clyirls, Kilian ?*’ demanded Arclubald 
de Hagenbacli, “ They should, by their thrifty habits, have been on 
the Foad two hours since. Have the peasant-clods presumed to ape 
the manners of gentlemen, and stuck by the flask till cook-crow? ” 
“By my faith, it may well be,” answered Kilian ; “the burghers 
of Bdie gave them full means of carousal ” 

“How, Kilian? — Tlmy dared not offer hospitality to the Swiss 
drove of bullocks, after the clmrge wc sent them to the contraiy ?” 

Nay, the Bdlosc received them not into the town,” replied the 
squire ; “ but 1 learned, by sure espial, that they afforded them means 
of quartering at Graffs-lust, wliicli was furm.sh^ with many a fair 
gammon and pasty, to speak nought of flasks of Hhine-wine, barrels 
of beer, and stoups of strong waters.” 

“ThcJBdlcse shall answ£ir this, Kilian,” said the Govermwl^^do 
they think I gin for^ever to be thrusting myself between tlie Duke 
and his i^asure on their behalf— Tlie faf porkers have presumed 
too muca since fi'c accepted some trifling gifts at their hands, more 
for gracing of them, than for any advantiijje we could make of thqir 
XJallry doiialiona. * Was it not the wine from Bale whictf \yc werij 
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obliged to drink out in pint goblets, lest it should become soup before 
moTning?^’ 

It was drunk out, and in pint goblets too,” said Kilian } so much 
I can well remember.” 

“ Why, go to, then ” said the Governor; they shall know, these 
beasts of B^le, that I liold myself no way obliged by such donations 
as these, and that iny remembrance of the wines which I carouse 
vests no longer than tlie headache, which the mixtures they drug me 
witli never fail of late yeai;* to leave behind, for the next moniing’s 
pastime*” 

** Your Excellency,” replied the squirl^ will make it, then, a quar- 
rel between the Duke of Burgundy and the city of B&le, that they 
gave this indirect degree of comfort and assistance to the Swiss 
deiuitation ? ” 

“ Ay, marry will T,” said de Ilagcnbacb, “ unless there be wise men 
among them, who shall show me good reasons for pi'otecting them. — 
Oh, the Ijfilese do not know Noble Duke, nor the gift he hath for 
ehusHsing the gutter-blooded citiAms of a free town. Thou canat 
tell theni, Kilian, as well as any man, how he dealt with the villains 
of Liege, when they would nee.: i be pragmatical.” 

“I will apprise them of the matter ” said Kilian, when opportun- 
ity shall serve, and I trust I shall find them in n temper disposed to 
cultivate your lionouralde friendship*” 

Nay, if it is the same to thcior it ib quite indifferent to me, IWian,” 
continued the Governor; but, methinks, whole and sound throats 
are worth some purchase, wore it only to swallow black jpuddings 
and sehw’arzdipcr, to say notj^ing of Westphalian hams ana Nieren- 
8teiiier-^I sa.v, a slaslied throat is a useless thing, Kilian.” 

“ 1 wall make tlio fat citizens to uiulcrstand their danger; and tlio 
necessity of making interest,” answered Kilian. “ Sure, I am not 
now to learn how to turn the ball into your excellency's lap.” 

You speak well,” said Sir Archibald ; but iiow idianccd it thou 
hast so little to s.iy to the Switzers* toiguer ? 1 should have thougJit 
an ohl trooper liketliee would Imve made their pinions flutter amidst 
the good cheer thou tcllest me of.” ^ 

1 might as well have annoyed an angry hedgeliog with my bare 
finger,” said Kilian. T. surveyed Guaffis-iyat myself there w'ere 
sentinels on tlie castle v.’iills, a sentinel on the bridge, besides a re«‘ii- 
lav patrol of those Swiss felfows who kept,, strict watch. So tSat 
there was nothing to be done ; othervfise, knowing your oxceileney\s 
ancient quarrel, 1 would have had a hit et thorn, when they should 
never have known who hurt them — 1 will tell you, however, fairl}', 
that these churls acquiring befter knowledge iu the art of Avar 
then the best Bitter knight.” 

they will he better worth the iooking after when they ar- 
rive,” shid de Ha^enbacli ; they come forth in state donbtkss, with 
ail their finery, their wiT:es' chaiim of silver, their owa medaLs, and 
rings of lead and copper. — Ah, th.. base hinds ! they ar^uworthy 
that a man of noble blood should ease them of their trash '• 

’ ‘'Thert^ is bettor ware among* them, if my intelligence hath * 
flooeived replied Ivilian ; “ there are incrchants-;; — ” 
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Pshaw! the packhorsos of Beme and Soleurc,” said the (Gover- 
nor, “ with their paltry lumber!— cloth too coarse to make covers 
horses of any breeding', and linen that is more like hafr-elotli than 
n]iy composition of flax. I will strip them, however, were it biit^o 
vex the knaves. What! not content with claiming- to be treated like 
un independent people, and sending forth deputies and embassies 
forsooth, they expecft, I warrant, to make the indemnities^if ambas- 
sadors cover the introduction of a cargo of tlieir coriti’aband com- 
modities, and thus insult tlio noble Duke ^ Burgundy, and cheat him 
at the same time? But De Hagcnbach is neither knight nor gen- 
lleinan if he allow them to pass unchallenged.” 

And they are better worth being stopped ” said Kilian, “ than 
your excellency supposes ; for they have English mercluints along 
witli tliem, and under tJieir ])roteetion.” 

'*}Ciiglish merchants! ’* exclaimed De ITagenbacb, his eyes spark- 
ling’ with joy ; “ English merchants, Kilian ! Men talk of (Jathay and 
I ml, wliere there are mines of silver, and gold, and diamonds; but, 
on the faitli of a gentleman, I belifcve these brutish Islanders have 
Uie caves of treasure wlioJiy within their c»wii foggy land ! And tlieii 
ihe variety of their rich merchandise, — Ha, Kilian ! is it a long tpain 
nf males — a jolly tinkling’ team ? — By our Lmlv’s glove I tlie sound 
it is already jingling in my ears, more musically than all the liarps 
of all the ininnusingers sit Xleilbron ! ” , 

‘'Nay, my lord. tliere«s no groj^J train,” replied ihe squire; — 
’'only two !ncn, as I am gi\en to nndersland, with scarce so much 
hagojigc SIS loads a mule ; but, it is saitl, of infinite value, silk and 
f'.amitc, iact) sind furs, pearls and jcwclley-work — perfumes froin the 
l'’^ast, and gold-work man Venice.” 

“Baptftivs and paradise I say not a word more,” exclaimed the 
rapacious knight of liagenbach ; they arc all our own, Kilian I 
Why, these are ilie very men I have dreamed of twice a- week for 
this^nonth past — ay, two incu of middle stature, or somewhat mulcr 
it — wiiii .’.loooth, r<>und, fair, ccynciy visages, having stomachs as 
j)lump as partridges, and purses^ as phinip as their iitonuu;hs~-Iiaj 
what Gayest thou lo my dream, Kilian ? ” 

Only that, to he quite soot li fast,” answered Ihe squire, it should 
have included the presence uf .a -core, or rlievoahouts, of sturdy 
young giants as ever cliiub'ui clilV, or carried holt to w histle at a clja- 
inoia— a lusty plump Hubs, bills, jfnd partisans, suck as make 
sliields crack like oaten cakes, and helmets ring like churcii-bells.” 

“ The better, knave, tJm better ! ” exclaimed tTie Governor, rubbing 
his hands. “ Engiisli nediars to plunder ! Swiss .bullies to beat into 
submission I 1 wot well, we can have nothing of U >^3 Helvetian swine 
save their beastly bristles— it is Iflcky they bring' these two islajjB 
sheep along with them. But«we must get ready our boar-spear^jn^d 
(dear the i,‘lipping-pen3 for exercise of our craft. — Here, Lieifctmant 
Sithonfeldt.” 

An stepped forti). 

“ ITow iiany' men are here on duly 
About sixty,” replied the officer. Twenty out on parties n 
diiVerent directions; and tliere maybe forty or fifty in their quarters.” 
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“Order them all under arms instantly ;—liark yc, not by trumpet 
or but by warning them individually in their quarters, to draw 

to arms as quietly as possible, and rendezvous here at the eastern 
gilte. Tell the villains there is booty to be gi^ined, and they shall 
liave their share*” 

“ On those terms,” said Schonfeldfe, ^ they will walk over a spider’s 
web without startling the insect that w'ove it. Z will collect them 
without loss df^u instant.” 

“ 1 tell thee, Kilian^” continued the exulting oommaiidant, again 
speaking apart with his confidential attendant^^ nothing could come 
so luckilv ns the chance of this onslaught. Duke Okarics desires to 
affront the Swiss, — not, look you, that he cares to act towards them 
by his own direct orders, in such a manner as might be termed a 
breach of public faith towards a peaceful embassy ; but the galiant 
follower wlio shall save his prince the scandal of such an affair, <and 
whose actions may be termed a mistake or misapprehension, sball, I 
warrant you, be accounted to have done knightly service. Perchance 
a frown may be passed upon him«in public, but in private the Duke 
W'ill know how to esteem him. — Why standcst thou so silent, man. 
and wliafc ails thy ugly, ill-looking as'l^ect? Thou art not afraid of 
twenty Switzer boys, and we at the head of such a hand of spears?” 

“ The Swiss,” answered Ivilian, “ will give and take good blows, 
yet I have no fear of them. But I like not that we should trust too 
much to Duke Charles. Tliat he wouljhjbe, in the first instance, 
pleased with any dishonour done tlie Swiss is likely enougli ; but if, 
ns your excellency liints, he finds it afterwards convenient to disown 
the action, he is a prince likely to give a lively colour to his disavowal 
by hanging up the actors.” ^ 

“ Pshaw ! ” said the commandant, “ 1 know where I staiU. Such 
a trick were like enougli to be played by^Louis of Prance, but it is 
foreign to the blunt character oi our Boldxone of Burgundy. — Wliy 
llie devil stand'st thou still, man, sitnperi^ like an ape at a roasted 
che.stnut, which he thinks too warm for his lingers ? ” 

“Your excellency is wise as well as warlike,” said the esquire, 
“ and it is not for me to contest your pleasure. But this peaceful^ 
embassy— these English merchants — if Charles goes to war witli 
Louis, as the rumour is current, what he should most of all desire is* 
the neutrality of Switzerland, and thii assistance of England, whose 
King is crossing the sea witlna great army.^ Now you, Sir Archibald 
of Ilagenbach, may well do that in tfee course. of this very morning, 
which will put the Confederated Cantons in arms against Charles, 
and turn the English from allies into enemies.” 

“ I care not,” said the commandant ; “ I know the Duke’s humour 
v^ell, and if he, tile master of so many provinces, is willing to risk 
in a self-willed frolic, what is it fo Archibald dc Ilageiibaclij 
wno^U:i3 not a foot of land to lose in the cause ? ” 

“.But you have life, my lord,” said theoesquire. ^ 

“Ay, life! ” replied the knight;^/* a paltry right to"ei*Ht, which B 
have been ready to slake every any of iny life foi dallar'— ay, and 
for creutzers — and think you I will hesitate to pledge it for br(»a(l- 
picccs, jpjwcls of the East, and goldsmith’s work of Venice ? No^ 
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KiJiun, Llic&e KiigiiBlr’ mu6t t>e emed i>f tlieir.bolBB, Umt* Arcbibitld 
du Hag-ciibftcli may drink a puiw flask tlmn their titiu Moseile^ and 
wear xi. brocade doublet instead of greasy velvet. Nor is it ld)a 
necessary that Kilian sliould hare a seemly iiew'jerkin, with a purse 
of ducats to jing'le at his girdle.^ 

•^Bv my faith,” said KiBan, “ that last arffument hath dis^itaed my 
scruples, and I give tip the poiq|^mnce it ill befits me to dispute with 
your excellency.” 

^‘To the work, then,” said his leader. ^But stay — we must first 
feakc the Ghurch along with lis. The priest of Saint Paul’^ hath heeu 
moody of late, and spread abroad strange things frmn tlie pulpit, as 
if we were little better than common pillagers and robbens. Nay, 
lie hath had the insolence to warn me, as he termed it, twice, in 
drangc form. It wei^e well to break tlie growling mastiff^s bald 
Ijead ; but since that might be ill taken by the Dul^e, the next point 
^wisdom is to fling liim a bone ” 

He may be a dangerous enemy,” said the squire, dubiously ; “his 
lower is great with the people." 

“ Tush ! ” replied llageiibxbcli, “ I know how to disarm the shave- 
iiig. 8eud to him, and tell him to come hither to speak with me. 
\lctiu\^iile liavc all our force under arms ; let the biu^icau and bar- 
ier be .well manned with archers; station spearmen in the houses 
>u each hand of the gateway ; and let the street be barricaded with 
:arts, well bound togctlier*but place® as if they had been there by 
iccidcnt — place a body of determined fellows in these carts, and 
jt hind them. So soon as the nibrcliants^and their mules, enter (for 
hat is flio main point), uj) with your dfawbridge, down with the 
)ortcullis,^end a volley of arrows among tlnise who* are w ithout, if 
hey mtxkeany scuffle; disarm and secure, those who have entered, 
Lud arc cooped up between the banicadc before, and tlie ambush 
leliind aud around them — And Kilian- ” 

“And then,” said his esquire, “shall we, like merry Free Com- 
innions, be knuckle de^^iu the ISfiglish budgets ” 

“And, like jo vial. hriSers,” replied the knight, “elbow-docp iii 
i^visfi Blood.” 

The game will^taud at bay, though,” answered Kilian. “They 
Li e led by that Dohnerliugel wham we have heard of, whom they call 
he Young Bear of Berne. They will ti^n to their defence.” 

“ The better man—wo^uWst thou )ciil sheep nither than hunt wolves? 
besides, our toils are set, and thewhole gaiTison shall assist. Shame 
fii thee, Kilian ; thou wert net W'Ont to have so many scruples ! ” 

“ Nor have I now,” said Kilian. “But these Swiss bills, and tw'o- 
landed swords of the breadth of four inches, arc n6 child's play. — 
Ind then, if you call all our garrison to the attack, to whom will youj 
ixcellencY intrust the defence bf the other gates, and the circq;>TO 
he walls 5 ”• , • 

Lock, bolt, mid clwdn up the gates,” replied the Governor^ “ and 
)ving the kJS^s liitl^^er. There shalf^o one leave the place till this 
ifiair is oV<S'. Let some score of the citizens take arms for the duty 
?f guarding the walls ; and look they discharge it well, or I lajT*' 
a. line on them which they shall discharge to purpose.” 
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“ They will grmmble ” Kiliaii. They tfay that not beings 
Dulce’s enhjecte, thougfh the place is impledged to his Qrace* they 
are not liable to military service.” . ^ , 

They lie ! the cowardly slaves,” answered De Hag^enbach. * If I 
have not employed them much hitherto, it is because I scorn their 
assistance ; nor would I now use theirlielp, were it for auythhip save 
to keep t# watch, by looking out straight before them. Let them 
obey, as they respect their property, persons, and families.” 

A deep voice behind ^em repeated the em^^Ntic lanjmfl^ge of 
Scripture, — I have seen the wicked man flourish power^ 

even like unto a laurel, but 1 returned and he was not — ye% I sought 
him, but he was not to be found.” 

Sir Archibald de Hagenbach turned sternly, and encountered the 
dark and ominous looks of the priest of Saint Paul’s, dressed in the 
vestments of his order. 

*^We are busy, father,” said the Governor, and will hear your 
preachment another time.” 

I come by your summons, Sir Governor,” said the priest, “ or 1 
had not intruded myself where I well knew my preachments, if you 
term tliem so, will do no good.” 

" O, I crave your mercy, reverend father,” said De Hagenbach. 

Yea, it is true that I did send for you, to desire your prayers and 
kind intercesaion with Our Lady and Saint Paul in aome transac- 
tions which are likely to occijr this niovdng, and in which, as the* 
Lombard says, I do espy robaai guadagno.^^ 

“ Sir Arcnibald,” anaweyed the priest, calmly, I wejil hope and, 
tnist that you do not forget the nature of the glorified Saints, so far 
as to ask them for their H)levssing upon such exploits as you have 
been too oft engaged in since your arrival amongst usL^aii event 
which of itself gave token of the Divine auger. Nay, let me say, 
humble as 1 am, that decency to a servant of the altar should check 
you from proposing to me to put up prayers for the success of pillage 
ami robbery.” ^ 

“I understand you, father,” said the rapacious Governor, “and 
you shall see I do. While you are the Duke’s subject, you must by 
your office put up your pi'ayers for Iiis success in matters tliat are 
fairly managed.— You acknowledge this with a graceful bend oT 
your reverend head?— Well, then, iViil be as reasonable as you are. 
Say we desire the intercession of the good Saints, and of you, their 
pious orator, in something a little put of ^ho ordinary path, and, if 
you will, somewhat of a doubtful complexion, — are we entitled to 
ask you or them for their pains and troftble without a just coiisideriw 
tioii ? Surely, m). Therefore I vow and solemnly promise, tliiit if 
I have good fortune in this mmmiii^s adventure, Saint Paul shall 
l^Mre an altar-cloth and a basin of silver, large or little, as my booty 
wiir^ermit— Our Lady a web of satin for a full suit, with a necklace 
of •pearl for holidays— and thou, priest, *8ome twentj^pieebs of broad 
English gold, for actfng as gojbetweeu betitixt ourselves and tbs 
blessed Apostles, whom wa acknowledge ourselvea i^iwortby to 
aeo’otiate with iu our profaife person. And now, Sir Priest, do we 
understand each other, for I have little time to lose ? I know ypu 



ANNB OF 01£iJSB»XBlN. 


121 


have hard me, but you see the devil is not quite so 

honible as he is painted*” 

Do we understand each other?” answered the Black Iriest^f 
Saint PauFs, repeating the Governor's question — “ Alas, no ! and 1 
fear me we never shall. Hast thou never heard the words spoken 
by the holy herinit, ]^chtold of Ofiringren, to the implacable Queen 
Agnes/ who ww such dreadiol severity tbe^assassina- 

•tion of her Empe Albert ? ” 

Not V' the laiight; I have^^ieither studied the chron- 

Acles of eiupwala, nor the legends ofJieVmits; and, therefore, Sir 
Friest, an you like not my proposal^ let us have no farther words on 
file matter. 1 am unwont to press my favours, or to deal with 
l)riestft who require entreaty, when gifts are held out to them,” 

“ Hear yet the words of the holv man,” said the priest. “ The 
time may come, and that shortly, wtieu you would gladly desire to 
bear what you scornfully reject/' a 

“ Speak on, but be brier,” said Archibald de Hagenbaeli ; “ and 
know, though thou mayst terrify <?r cajole the multitude, thou now 
speakest to one whqpe resolution is fixed far beyond the power of 
tl»y eloquence to melt.” 

Know, then,” said the priest of Saint PaulV, that Agnes, daugh- 
ter of the murdered Albert, after shedding oceans of blood in aveng- 
ing his bloody death, fouiuled at length the rich abbey of Kbiiigsfeldt ; 
and, that it might have a superior clsi|jn\ to renowned sanctity, made 
a pilgrimage in person to the cell of the holy liermit, and besought 
,of liiin to honour her abbey by takiiig up his residence there. But 
what was his re]>]y ?-*Mavk it, and tr^mlde. ‘Begone, ruthless 
wo\\ian ! ' said the iioly man; ‘God will not be served with blood- 
giiiitiness,2a.nd rejects the gifts which arc obtfiined by violence and 
r(»bbevy. The Almighty loves mercy, justice, and hunuuiity, and by 
the lovers of these only will He be worshinped/ — And m»\v, Archibald 
of Hagcnbach, once, twice, thrice, hast iliou had warning.— Live us 
becomes a man on whom sentence is passed* and vvlm must expect 
execution.” 

^ Having spoken these words wdth a menacing tone and frowning 
aspect, the priest of Saint Paul’s turned away from the Governor, 
Tvhose first impulse was to^comipand him to be arrested. But when 
1)0 recdHected the serious consequences which attached to the laying 
violent hands on a priest, suffered liiinto depart in peace, conscious 
that his own unpopuliirity migtit render any attenipf to jevenge 
himself an act of great rashness. He called, therefore, for a beaker 
•of .Burgundy, in which he swallowed down his displeasure, and had 
just returiKKl to Kilian the cup, which he had drained to the bottom 
when the warden winded a mast from the watcli-tower, which hn 
tokened the amval of strangesrs at the gate of the city. 



ANKB OF QISLEBBTISIN. 




ClIAPTEB Xl\^ 

I will resist suelt entfirUUnmcut, till 
My oiiemy has luore power. 

The T€mp€sL 

** That bkist was but foeSsily blown, said De Ilagfonbach, ascending 
to the ramparts, from which ite could see what passed on the outside 
of the gate ; who approaches, Kilian ? ” 

The trusty squire was liastcuing* to meet him wdtii the news. 

‘•Two men ’with a mule, an it please your excellency; and mer- 
chants I presume them to be.” 

“ Merchants ? "sdcatb, villain ! pedlars, you mean. Heard ever man 
of English merchants tramping it pn foot, with no more baggage 
than one mule can manage to, carry? They . must be beggaflj^ 
Bohemians, or those whom the French people call Escossais. The 
knaves! they shall i>ny with the pining of thtJir paunches for tlie 
poverty of their purses.” 

“Do not be too hastv, and please your excellency,” quotiLthc 
squire ; “ small budgets field rich goods. But, rich or poor, the* are 
our men, at Jeast they have all the marks — the elder, wclbsir-cd 
and dark-visaged, may* write fitiy and five years, a beard isomewliat 
grizzled ; - the younger, some two-and-twenty, taller than the first., 
and a well-favoured lad, witli a smooth chin and light-brown mus- 
laches.” ^ 

“Let them bo admitted,” said the Governor, turning bac^ in order 
again to dcHcend to the street, “and bring them into tlic folter- 
kamracr of the toll-house.” 

■ »So saying, bo betook himself to the place a]>pointcd, wliidi was an 
apartincut m the large tower that protected the eastern gateway, in 
which were deposited the rack, 'with various other instruments oi 
torture, wdiich the cruel and rapacious Governor was in the h^ibit oi 
applying to such ]}risoiicrs from whom he was desirous of extorting 
either booty or information. He entered the apartment, which wa? 
dimly lighted, and had a lofty Gothfc roof which could be hut iin- 
liertectly seen, while uoosescand cords hanging down from thence 
announced a fearful connection with variotis. implements of rusted 
iron thiU hung round the walls, or lay scattered on the floor. 

A faint stream of light through one of the numerous and narrow 
'lits or shot-holes with which the walls were garnished, fell directly 
Vpon the pei’son and vi.sage of ci tall swarthy man, seated in ivliat, 
BiVfor the partial illumination, would ^have been an obscure conici 
of wd'j evil-Dodiiig apartment. His features were regular, and evei 
handsome, but of a character peculiaHv stem and sinisjer. This 
person's dress was ^ doak of scarlet ; nis head wa^' bare, and sui% 
rounded by shaggy looks of blat/j^, which time li^d ])aiw grizzled. 
He was busilv employed in fifrhishing and burnishing a ni€ad two- 
liaudediBW'ora, of a peculiar sliapc, and considerably snorter than the 
weapons of that kind wdiich we nave described as used bv the SwisS« 
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' lie was so deej^ly eiigaprotl in liis task, that lie started as the lieaw 
(ioor opened with a jarringf noise, and tlie s\voi*d, escaping^ from liis 
Jiold, rolled on the atone floor with a lieavy clash. 

“ lla ! Scharfg-erichter,” said the Knigiit, as he entered the foUcr- 
kaminer, “ thou art preparin^f for thy duty ? ” 

“ It would ill become your excellency's servant," answered the man, 

^ hi a harsh deep tone, to be found idle. But the prisoner is not far 
’ off, as 1 can jud^e by the fall of my sword, which infallibly announces 
tlie presence of him who shall feel its ed^.” 

“The prisoners are at hand, Francis,” replied the Governor; 
“hut thy omen has deceived thee for once. They are fellows for 
whom a good rope will suffice, and thy sword drinks only noble 
blood.” 

“ The worse for Francis Steiiiernhcrz," replied the official in scar- 
let; “I trusted that your excellency, who have ever been a boiinli- 
fill patron, should this day have made me noble.” 

Noble ! ” said the Governor ^ thou art mad— Thou, noble ! The 
common executioner I ” 

“And wherefore not, Sir Archibald do Ilagenbach? I think the 
name of Francis Steineriilierz ron Bhit-acker will suit nobility, beiirg’ 
fairl/aud legally won, as well as another. Nay, do not stare on me 
thus. If one of my profession shall do liis grim office on nine men 
of noble birth, with the same weapon, and w ith a single blow to each 
? patient, batli be not a r%ht to hi# freedom from tnxe.s, and his 
nobility by patent?” 

“ So says the law,” said Sir ArchibaW, after reflecting for a mo- 
ment,— “ but rather more in scorn than seriously, I sliould judge, 
since no^ne was ever known to claim the benefit of it.” 

“ The prouder boast for him,” said the functionary, “ tliat sball be 
Ibe first to dennuul the honoiu\s due to a sharp sword and a clean 
stroke. I, Francis Steinernherz, will be the first noble of inv profes- 
sion, wlien 1 shall have despatched one more knight of the Empire." 

“Thouliast been ever in wy service, hast thou not ?" demanded 
J)e Hagcnbach. 

^•“Ij^idcr what other master," replied the cxecutiouei-, “could I 
Jiave enjftyed such constant practice? I liave executed your decrees 
on concfcinned sinners sijQoe Icould swing a scourge, lift a crowbar, 
or w ield this trusty w’ capon ; and who^can say I ever failed of my 
lirat blow, or needed deal a second ^ TVistrem of the Hospital, 
and his famous assistants Petit Andre and Trois Eschelles, arc no- 
1 vices, compared witli me, ii^thc use of the iH>ble and knigJitly sword. 
Marry, I should be ashamed to match myself with them in the field 
])ractice witli bow'string and ddggc»’; these are no feats worthy of 
CInistian man wiio would rise to honour and nobility.” j 

“ Tliou art a fellow of excellent address, mul I tfo not der^^it,'' 
replied ])e Ilngonbnch. it cannot bo— I trii«t it cannot be — 

that wlieit nobie blood is oecoming scarce in l^ie land, and pi*ond 
■Tdiurls nvcjlordina: it over knigbts'Junl barons, I myself should have 
^“cd ?«>TOuch to be spilled ? " 

L will number tlje patients to your excellency by name title"," 

Francis, drawing out a scvoll of parchment, and reading with a 





, ANNK OP OEUilRSTBlN. 


eoi!bm^tary as he went on, — Tliere was Cotint William of Elver- 
shoe — he was my essay-piece, a sweet yontli, and died most like a 
Cm-isfcian.” 

I remember — he was indeed a most Bmai*t youth, and courted my , 
inistress,” said Sir Archibald. 

He aied on St Jude% in the year of gi*ace 1455,^ said the execu* 
tioncr. , 

“ Go on — but name no said the Goyernor. * 

Sir Miles of Stock enborg' 

“ He drove off my cattle,” observed lus excellency. 

“ Sir Louis of Riesenfelafc,” continue'd the executioner. 

** He made love to my wife,” commented the Governor. 

“ The three Jung-licrni of Lammerbourgf — ^you made their father, 
the Count, childless in one day.” 

"And he made me landless, said Sir Archibald, “so that account 
is settled. — Tliou needest read no farther,” he continued. “ I admit 
thy record, thoug^h it is written hi letters somewhat of the reddest. 

1 had counted these three youngs gentleman as one execution.” 
f " You did me the greater wrong,” said Francis ; “ they cost three 
good separate blows of this good sword.” 

" Be it so, and God be with their souls,” said Hagen bach. “ But 
thy ambition must go to sleep for a while, Scharfgerichter, for the 
stuff tliat came liither to-day i^for dungtjon and cord, or perhaps a 
touch of the rack or strappado — there is no honour to win on them.” 

“Tlic worse luck mine,”<.'5aid the executioner. “I had dreamed * 
so surely that your honoui; had made me noble; -and then the fall 
of my sword?” 

“ Take a bowl of Mune, and forffet your auguries.” 

“With your -honour’s permission, no,” said the executioner; "tn 
drink before noon were to endanger the nicet}" of my hand.” 

“ Be silent, then, «nd mind your duty,” said Dc Ilagonbach. 

Francis took up his sheatbless fword, wiped the dust reverently 
from it, and withdrew into a corner of the chamber, where he stood 
leaning with his hands on the pommel of the fatal weapon. ' » . 

Almost immediately afterwards, Kilian entered at the head of five 
or six soldiers, conducting the two Phi^ipsons, whose arms were tiecT 
down with cords. 

“Approach me a chair,” ^said the Govoitior, and took his place 
gravely beside a table, on which stood writing-materials. “ Who are 
these men, Kilian, and wherefore are thpy bound ? ” 

“So please your excellency,” said Kilian, with a deep respect ofv 
j^ianner^ which entirely differed from ^^he tone, approaching to famili- 
IjMty, with which he eoramunicaied witli his master in private, “ wc 
it we ll that these two strangers sllould not appear armed in 
jronr'’§‘racioiH presence ; and when wc required cif them ta surrender 
their weapons at tiie gate, as is the cVistom t]i» garrison, tlfi 
young gallant must needs offer ^vesistance. J admit lie ^avc up hi 
weapon at his father’s commrfad.” * 

it is false J ” exclaimed young Philipson ; but his father making 
a,aign to him to be silent, he obeyed instantly, jr 

“ Noi)le sir,” said the elder Philipson, “ we arc strangers, and nr 
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acquainted with the rules of this citadel ; we are Eng^lishmen, and 
unaccustomed to submit to personal mishandlipl^ ; we trust you wUI 
Lave excuse for us, when we found ourselves, without any emlama- 
tion of the cause, rudely seized on by we knew not whom. My son, 
who is young and unthinking, did partly draw his weapon^ but de- 
sisted at my command, without having altogether unsheathed bis 
• sword, far less made a blow. For myself, X am a merchant, accus- 
tomed to submit to the laws and customs of the countries in which I 
traffic ; 1 am in the territories of the Duk% of Burgundy, and 1 know 
liis laws ahd customs must be just and equitable. He is tlie powerful 
and faithful ally of England; and 1 fear nothing while under his 
banner.’* 

“ Hem ! hem ! ” replied De Hageubach, a little disconcerted by 
the Englishman’s composure, and perhaps recollecting that, unless 
his passions were awaKcncd (as in the case of the Swiss, whom he 
detested), Charles of Bui'gundy deserved the character of a just 
though severe prince, — “Pair words are well, but hardly, make 
amends fbr foul actions. You have drawn swoj*Js in riot, and op- 
position to the Duke’s soldiers, when obeying the mandates which 
rc‘g’ulate their watch.” 

“ Surely, sir,” answered Philipson, “ this is a severe construction 
of a most natural action. But, in a word, if you arc disposed to be 
rigorous, the simple act\pn of drawing, or a1 tempting to draw, a 
sword in a gaiTisoh town, is 6nly punishable by a pecuniary fine, and 
such wo must pay, if it be your will.” ^ 

“ Now, here is a silly sheep,” said Kinan to the executioner, beside 
^Ybom he bad stationed himself, somef^hat apart from the group, 
** who vflduntarily offers his own fleece to the clipper.” 

“It will scarcely serve as a random for his tnrqat. Sir Squire,” 
answered Francis Steinernhera ; “ for, look you, 1 dreamed last 
night that our master made me -noble, and 1 knew by the fall of mv 
sword that this is the man by whom 1 am to mount to gentility. 1 
must this very day deal on him with my good sword.” 

“ thou ambitious fool,” t-aid the esquire, “ this is no noble, 
^)>ut an island pedlar — a mere English citizen.” 

“ Thou art deceived,” said the executioner, “ aird hast never looked 
on men when they are afeout tb die.” 

“ Have I not ? ” said the squire. Have 1. not looked on five 
pitched fields, besides skirmislu^s and ambnsc^es innumerable ? ” 
That tries not the courage,” said the Scharfgericliter. All men 
will fight when pitehetl a^iinst each oUier. So will the most ]>altry 
curs — so will the dunghiTl fowls. But he: is brave and noble wh" 
can look on a scaffold and a block, a priest to give him absoluiir#, 
and the headsman and good.s’word winch is to mow him down ir 
strength, as he would look upon things iiidiflcrcut ; and such .r&ian 
is that w£om we now behold.” 

“Yes,” answered* Kiliau, “but that mah Iffoks not on such an 
apparntpl — he otily sees our illifctnous patri>ii, Sir Archibald de 
^lagcnbach.” ' 

X “And he who ^oks upon Sir Archibald,” said the exoicutioncr, 
?n)eii'i£r, as vonder man as?«nredlv is, a person of sense and anure- 
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hensioii, looks he not upon sword end hcadsmon ? Aasnrcdly tlmt 
prisoner apprehends as much, and being’ so composed as lie is iiiukr^ 
4^ch conviction, it shows him to be a nobleman by blood, or may I* 
ihii^elf never won nobility 1 " 

Our master will come to compromise with him, I judge,” replied 
Kilian ; ho looks smilingly on him.” 

** -Never ^vrust to me, then,” said the man in scarlet ; there is a 
glance in Sir Arcliibald's eye which betokens blood, as surely as the 
dog-star bodes pestilence.” « 

While these aependeiits of Sir Archibald de Ilagenbach were thus 
conversing apart, their master had engaged the prisoners in a long 
train of captious interrogatories concerning their business in Switz- 
erland, their connection wutli the LaudaYn man rand tlie cause of-thoir 
travelling into Burgundy, to all which the senior l*hilipsoii gave 
direct and plain answers, excepting to the last. He was going, be 
said, into Burgundy, for the purpose of his traffic, — his wares were 
at the disposal of tile Governor, who might detain all, or any ])art of 
them, as he might be disposed to make liimself answerable to bis 
master. But bis business with the Duke was of a private nature, 
respecting some particular matters of commorce, in which others as 
well as lie himself were interested. To the Duke alone, he declared, 
would he communicate the alFair; ami he pressed it strongly on llio 
Governor, that if he sliould sustain any damage in his own person oc 
that of his son, the Duke’s soYerF,disploasuvo would be the inevitable 
consequence. 

Dc Ilngcnbach was cvidoallv much ombarrassod by the steady 
lone of his ])risoncr, and moyj than once held council with tlic bottie. 
Ills never-failing oracle in cases of extreme ditficulty. Philipson hail 
readily suvrciulerod to the Governor a list or invoice of his foerchan- 
dise, wdiich w'as^of so iiniting* a character tliat »Sir Archibald abso- 
lutely gloated over it. AfterVemaining in deep meditation for some 
time, he raised his liend, and spoke thus : — 

“ You must be well nv/are. Sir Alerchant, that it is the Duke’s 
jdensure that no Swiss merchandise shall pass through his territories : 
and that, ncvm-thelcsJK, yon have been, by your own account, ^oine 
time in that country, and having also accompanied a body of men 
calling tbemBclvca Swiss Deputies, I authorist'd to believe that 
these valuable articles arc rather the property of those persons, tlinu 
of a single Individual of so ]>oAr an appearaniti as yourself, and tliat, 
should 1 demand pecuniary satisfactioi,, throe hhmfrcd pieces of gohl 
would ndt be an extravagant line for so bold a practice ; and yon 
might w'ander where you will w'itli the fest of your wares, so you 
ising them not into Burgundy.” 

^But it is to Bni 7 ?fundy, and t& the Duke’s presence, that I am 
e:^^ssly bound,” said the Englishman “If 1 go not thither my 
journey is wrecked, and the Duke’s displeasure is certain 1 q light oh 
those who may molcijj; me. For 1 make four cxcelleivcy a\V*aro tliat 
your gracious Prince already knaws of iny journey, and will make 
strict inquiry wlicrc and by wh^m 1 liavc been inteirepted.ir * 

Again the Gov'ernor ivas snent, endeavouring to decide how he 
jnight bc#.t reconcile the gratification of his rnpaeji^y with precaution •; 
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for Lis safety. After a few iniimteR* consitlerafion lie aiklressed 
liis prisoner. 

"Thou art very positive in thy tale, my g*ootl frientl; but my oi’dera 
arc equally so to exclude niorchandise comin^y from Switzcrliftid. 
What if I put thy mule aud bag'irage under arrest ? ” 

"1 cannot withstand your power, my lord, to do what you will. 
I will in that case go to the Duke’s footstool, and do«my errand 
there.” 

••Ay, and my errand also,” answcretLilie Governor. “That is, 
thou wilt carry thy complaint to the Duke against the Governor of 
Jja Ferette, for executing his orders too strictly 

“ On my life and honest word,” answered the Englishman, “I will 
make no complaint* licave mo but my ready money, witlmut wliich 
1 ciin hardly travel to the Duke’s court, and 1 will look no more after 
jhese goods and wares than the stag looks after the antlor.s which 
lie shed last year.” 

A^ain the Governor of Da Fercttc looked doubtful, and shook his 
ln>ad. 

“ “ Men in such a case as yours,” ho said, “ cannot be trusted ; nor, 
to say trntli, is it reasonable to expect tlicy should be tnistwortliy. — 
The#e. same wares, designed for the Duke’s private hand, in Vi liiit do 
they consist ? ” 

" They are under seal,” replied the PhiglLshman. 

“ They are of rare valwe, doubtless ? ” continued the Governor. 

“1 cannot tell,” answered the elder Fhilipson ; “1 know the 
Duke sets great s<orc hy them. But»your excellency knows that 
great iirincos somotinios place a liigh value on trifles. ” 

“Bear you them about you?” said uie Crovornor. “Take hoed 
1 10 w yoif answer. — Dook around you on these engines, which can 
bring a dumb man to speak, and consider 1 have the power to em- 
ploy' them ! ” 

“ And r the courage to support their worst infliction,” answered 
I'liilijison, witli the same impeii'^t ruble coolness which lie Inul main- 
tained throughout the ^Yhole conference. 

“jRemember also,” said llagcnbach, “ that I can luwe your person 
searclied .as thoroughly as yoiir mails and budgets,” 

“ 1 do remember that T ;vm wholly in thy power; and, that I may 
leave thee no excuse fbr employing force on a pe.acoful travel Jci*, I 
will own to you,” said ^'hilipson, “thau 1 have the Duke’^ packet in 
the bosom of my doublet.” 

“ Bring it fortli,” answered the Goven»or. 

“ My hands are lied, boih in honour and Utcrally," said the Eiig- 
hVlnndn. 

“ Thick it from his bosom, Ividan,” said Sir Archibald ; “ let 
so(' this gear he talks of.” t 

“ (Jouhl resiistance avail,” replied llie stout merchant, “you ^lould 
pluck farth ipy heart firsc. But I pray all avJjo are present to ob- 
serve, that the seals are every one whole and unbroken at this mo- 
nionf wlt?n it is forcibly taken from ny person.” 

As he spoke thus ho looked arorinn on (he soldiers, whoso presence 
k De llagenhach h *d iierlnips forr(»tten. 
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**JElow, dog ! ” said Sir Archibald, giving way to hi? passion, 
“ would' you stir up mutiny among my men-at-arms ?— Kilian, let 
th^Boldiers wait without.” 

So saying, he hastily placed under cover of his own robe the small 
but remarkably well-secured packet, which Killan had token from 
the mer^iant's person. The soldiers withdrew, lingering, however, 
and looking bacic like children brought away from a show before its 
final conclusion. 

So, fellow \ ” again beg^iu De Hagenbach,^ ** we are now more 
private. Wilt thou deal more on the level with me, and tell me 
what this packet is, and whence it comes ? ” 

Conld all your garrison he crowded into this room, I can only 
answer as before. — The contents I do not precisely know — the ])er- 
son by whom it was seivt I am determined not to name.” 

Perhaps your son,” said the Governor, *^may be more com* 
Xiliant.” 

”He cannot tell you that of which he is himself ignorant,” an- 
swered the merchant. + 

‘'Perchance the rack may make you both find j^our tongues; — 
and wo w'iil try it on the young fellow first. KiJian, since thou kpow- 
cat wo liave soon men shrink from beholding the wrenched joints of 
Ihcir children, that would Imve committed their own old smews to 
the strotcliing wn'th much endurance.” 

‘'You may make the trial,” ?lud Arthu/j[ ‘'and Heaven will give 

me strength to endure ” 

And me courage to behoJtl,” added his father. 

All this while the GovenuR* was turning and returning the little 
packet in his hand, curiouKly insj)octing every fold, and re^rretting, 
doubtless, in secret, that a few patches of wax, placed under an en- 
velope of crimson satin and ligatures of twisted silk cord, should 
prevent his eager eyes fnnn ascerUiining the nature of the treasure 
w hicli he doubted iiol it concealed. At length he again called in 
the soldiers, and delivered up the •two prisoners to their cliargc, 
commanding that they slioiild be kept safely, and in separate lvf)lcb» 
and that the fiitiier, in particular, should be most carefully looked 
after. 

“I take you all here to witness,” eftclaiuMid the elder Philipson, 
despising the menacing signs of He Hagenhacli, “ that the Governm- 
detains from me a packet, addressed to his itfont gracious lord ami 
master, the Duke of Burgundy.” * 

l)e JJagenbacli actually foamed at the mouth with passion. 
,^'And should I detain it ? ” he exclaimed, in a voice inarticu- 
m3 with rage, ‘'May there not Ve some foul practice against tbo 
lir^of our most gracious sovereign, by poison or otherwise, in this 
snsphiions packet, brought by a most siispicious bearer? Have we 
never heard of poisons wliicli do their by the sinetl? And 
shall ‘we, wlio keep (P?ic ^*ate, as 1 may say, o& his Grace of Bur- 
gundy's dominions, give access /o^vhat may rob Eui’one oi^t ^v>ri(le 
of chivalry, Burgundy of its pounce, and Flanders of her mflier ?— 
No ! A^’ay with these miscreants, soldiers — dojatn to the lowest 
tiungeons with tliem — keep them separate, and watdi them <vire- 
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fully. This treasonable practice has been meditated with the con* 
nivaiice of Berne’ and Soleure.” 

Thus Sir Archibald de Ilag^enbach raved, with a raised voice gnd 
mflanied countenance^ lasliing himself as it were into passion, until 
the steps of the soldiers, and tlie clash of their arms, as they retired 
with the piisoners, were no longrer audible. His compl^on, when 
these had ceased, wiixed paler than was natural to hinwhia brow 
was furrowed with anxious wrinkles — and his voice became low^er 
and more hesitating- than ordinary, as, •turning* to hi« esquire, he 
said, ‘‘ Kilian, we stand upon a slippery plank, with a raging^ toiTeut 
beneath us — What, is to be done ? ” 

Marry, to move forward with a resolved yet prudent step,*' an- 
swered the crafty Kilian. “ It is unlucky that all these fellows should 
have seen the packet, and heard the appeal of yonder iron-nerved 
trader. But this ill-luck has befallen us, and the packet having been 
in your excellency’s bunds, you will have all the credit of having 
broken the seals ; for, though you leave them as entire as the 
moment tliey were impressed, it" will only Ihe^^ ha\*e 

been ingeniously replaced. Let us see what we file contents, before 
we determine what is to be done with them. I'Jjey must be of rare 
value, since the churl mcrclianfc was w*c]) conUmiod to leave behind 
all his ricli inule’s-load of merchandise, so that this prebious packet 
might pass unexamined. 

‘‘They may be papers on some Adifical matter. Many sucli. and 
of high importance, pass secretly Let\^een Edward of England and 
our bold Duke.” Such^vas tbe*rcply of l>c JIugenbacli. 

*• If they be papers of consequence to*the Duke,” answered Kilian, 

“ we cm foiward them to l>i,]on, — Dr they untY bo <= ueh as J^ouis of 
Prance would purchase w ith their weight of gold. ” 

“For slmine, Kilian,” said the Knight: “ wtaildst ihon have luc 
betray my masler’s secrets to the King of France? Siurner would I 
lay rnV Jiead on the block.” 

“ Indeed ? And yet your exc*ellency liesilates not to — 

lierc the squire" stopped, apparently for fear of giving olVcnce, 
by affixing a nanse too broad and intelligible to the practices, of his 
patron. 

“ 'fo plunder the Duke, tflou wouldst say, thou impudent slave ! 
And, saying so, thou wouldst be as du.ll as thou art wont to be,” an- 
swered "Do llagenbJKm. “ I^partake, indeed, in the pmnder which 
the l^uke takes from alien.s ; and rcUson good. Even so the hound 
and the hawk have their^share of the quarry they bring down— ay, 
and the lion’s shave, too, unless the hinitsmau or falconer be all tl^,, 
nearer to them. 8uch arc llie»perqiiisitos of my rank; and 
Duke, who placed mo herp for tiie gTatiti(*atinn of liis reseiitnyiit. 
and the bettering of my fiu’inrie, does not grudge tliem to .*x faiilifiu 
servant# And, iinleed/lgflav term iii^’self, in so far iis this tes ritoi'y 
of La Ferett? extc^ids, the Duke’s full re^refentativo, or, as it may • 
be WjrfJcHl, ArxTKu Ego and, Hit^eupois, 1 will open this packet, 
which, being addressed to him, is t!i%i‘<ihy equally aildi-essed to me.” 

Having thus a mnnucr talked himself up to an idea of his own 
liigli aufcTionfy, he cut the strings of the packet which he Bad all thfcj 
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Brliile heU in hh hand, and, "andoing the outer oovoi inffa, produced a 
very small case made of sandal-wooil. ^ ; 

“ The contents,” he said, “ had need to be valiiable, as they lie in 
m fittle compass.” 

. So saying: ho pressed the spring, and the casket, opening, dis- 
played a necklace of diamonds, diatingruislied by brilliancy and size, 
and appare<ntly of extraordinary value. Tho^eyes of tine avaricious 
Governor, and his no less rfH>aeiou3 attendant, were so dazzled with 
the unusual splendour, that(for'Soine time they could express nothing* 
save joy and surj^rise. 

**Av, marry, sir,” said Kilian, “the obstinate old knave had rea- 
sons tor his hardihood. My own ioints should have stood a strain or 
two ere I sunendered such sparklers as thcMse,— -And now, Sh* Arclii- 
bald. may your trusty follower ask you how this booty is to bo 
divided between thb Duke and his Governor, according lo the most 
approved rules of garrison towns:” 

“Faith, we will suppose the garrison stormed, Kilian; and, in a 
storm, thou knowest, the first finder takes all— with due considera- 
tion always of his trusty followers.” 

“ As myself, for example,” said Kilian. 

“Ay, and myself, for example,” answered a voice, which sounded 
like the echo of the esquire^s words, from the remote corner of the 
ancient apartment. 

“ ’Sdeath ! we arc overheard, \-exclainied the Governor, starting, 
and laying his hand on his dagger. 

“ Diily by a faithful followev, as the worthy esquire observes,” said 
tlic executioner, moving slowjy forward. 

“ Villain, how didst thou dare watch me : ” said Sir Archibald do 
JTagenbacli. 

'iVouble not }K)ursolf for that, sir,” said Kilian. “ Honest Stein- 
emherz has no tongue to speak, or ear to hear, save according to 
your plea.sure. Indeed, we must shortly have taken him into onr 
coiinsel<, seeing these men must be <^calt upon, and that speedily.” 

“Indeed ! ” said De llagenbacli ; “ I had thought they might bo 
spared.” * 

“ To tell the Duke of Ijiirgundy how the Governor of Da Ferette 
accounts to Lis treasurer for the duties and forfeitures at his custom- 
house?” demanded Kilian. 

“”ris true^” said the Knight'^ “dead men have neither teeth nor 
tongue — they bite not, and they tell no tales. Thou wilt take order 
witii them, Scharfgcriclitcr.” 

^ “ I will, my lord,” answered the executioner, on condition that, 

' must be in the way of dungeon execution, which I call cellar 

l>ri\?tiec, my privilege to claim nobility shall V.e saved and reserved 
to n're, and the execution sliall be declaiood to be as effectual to hiy 
claim as it might Imve been if the blow h:>jd been dealt in bread diiy- 
, light, with ray honourable blade of office.” ” « 

Do llagCMibach stared at the ^executioner, ns *not undcr.'a^^fyjding 
what he meant; on which KiliiJi took occasion to explain, the 
Scharfgerichter was strongly in^ircssed, from Ihc free and dauntless 
conduct of.the elder pvisoiicV, that he was a man of iFbb\e blood, from 
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whoso decapitaiioti he would himself derive all tlio adva^uta^es pro, 
posed to the headsman who should execute his function on uaie lucii 
of illustrious extraction. 

may be ri|fht,” said Sir Archibald, for here is a slipeof 
])archmeut^ commending’ the bearer of this carcanet to the Duke, 
desiring him to accept It Os a true token from one well known to 
liim, and to the bearer fuu ^oredence iu all that be shqpld my on 
’the part of those by whom hejs sent.” 

By whom is tlie note signed^ if 1 msff make bold to ask ? ” said- 
ICilian. 

There is no name — the Duke must be supposed to collect that 
Information from the gems, or periiaps tlie handwriting.” 

Oil neither of which he is likely to have a speedy opportunity of 
exercising his ingenuity,” said Kiliau. 

Dc Htigeubacli looked at the diamonds, and smiled darkly. The 
Scharfgerichtcr, encouraged by the familiarity into which he had in 
a manlier forced himself, returned to his plea, and insisted on the 
nobility of the supi>oscd incrcnaut. 8uch a trust, and such a letter 
of unlimited credence, could never, he contended, be intrusted to a 
man meanly boru.^ 

“ Thou art deceived, thou fool,” said the Knight ; kings now use 
the lowest tools to do their dearest oflBcea. X^ouis has set the ex- 
ample of putting his barber, and the valets of his chamber, to do the 
work formerly intrusted «to dukes §nd peers; and other monarch^ 
begin to think that it is better, in choosing their agents for important 
affairs, to jtidge rather by the quality igof men’s Crains than that of 
their blood. And as for the stately look mid bold bearing which tli.s- 
tinguish yonder fellow in the eyes of cravens like thee, it belongs t(» 
liis county, not his rank. Thou thinkest it is in England as in Flan- 
ders, where a city-bred burgher of Ghent, Liege, or Yprea, is as 
distinct an animal from a knight of Ilainault, as a Flanders waggon- 
horse from a Spanish jennet. But thou art deceived. England ha.s 
many a merchant as haughty ofjlicart, and as prompt of inaiid, ns any 
noble born son of her rich bo.som. But bo not dejected, thou Iboli^ih 
man*; do thy business >vell on this merchant, and we shall presently 
liave on our bands the Landamman of Unterwalden, who, though a 
churl by his choice, is yet nobleman by blood, and shall, by his 
well-deserved death, aid thee to get rid of the pcjisaut slough which 
thou art so weary of.”m 

“Were not your excellency better adjourn these men's fate,” said 
Kilian, “till you hear something of them from the Swiss prisoners 
wliom we shall presently fiavc in our power ? ” 

“ Be it as you will,” said Xlagenboch, waving his hand, as if putting 
aside some aisagreeabie task. **®ut let all be finished ere 1 hear of 
it agaiin” • 

The stern satellites bowed obedience, and the deadly conclave 
bn 
he 

1 

chooKing liiB iniuiiitorB front niiiong the nubUit^. IXo often placed tuenof mean birth in 
situations ol thg^igucst trust. 


ke up ; tbeir chief ctfl*efully securing the^valuable gems,,w'liicU 
t^gi^p^illing to purchase at th^ expensd of -trcucliery to the sove- 

liOUJs XI. WiW nrobablv the first hing of^rance who fiiinn aside all afTectation of 
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mgn in w^»c employment he liad enlisted liimself, sls well «« the 
ISNxtd of ^0 innoeeut men. Yet with » weakness of mind not nn- 
"oornmon to gtreat' criminals, he shrunk from the thoughts ^ his own 
^aeness and cimelty, and mideavonred to banish the fbeling of dis- 
hwour from hie mind, by deroMug the immediate execution of his 
. :^any upon his subordinate agents.. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Ad 4 this place our forolatliers built for uum ! 

Old Platf, 

Thb dupiycou ill which the jroiingfer Philipson was immured was 
on^ of those gloomy caverns wnich cry shame on the inhumauity of 
our ancestors. They seem to have been almost insensible to the dis- 
tinction betwixt innocence and gniltj as the consequences of mere 
accusation must have been feu; more severe in tliose ilays than is in 
our own that species of imprisonment >¥10011 is adjiqjged as an ex- 
press punishment for crime. 

The ceil of Arthur Philipson was of considerable length, hut dark 
and narrow, and dug out <»f the solid rock upon wJjieli the tower was 
founded. A small lamp was alloited him, not, however, wiiliout sottie 
grumbling, but hh arms were still kejit bound; and when he asked 
for a draught of water, one oT the grim satellites, by whom lie was 
thrust into this cell, answered surlily, that he might endure his tliirst 
for all the time his life was likely to last— a gloomy respons ', whicli 
augured that his privations would continue as long as his life, yet 
neither be of long duration. By the dim lamp he had grojied his 
way to a bend), or rough seat, cut iu the l ook ; and, as liis eyes got 
^raduailv accustomed to the obscurity of the region iu which he wsis 
immured, he hecaine aware of a ghaStly cleft in the floor of his dun- 
geon, somewhat resembling the opening #f a draw well, but iiTeg*^lar 
m its aperture, and afjparenily the mouth of a gulf of IShiture’s con- 
formation, slightly assisted by the labour of huuiau art. 

Here, then, is iny deathbed/' he said, “ and that gulf pciiiaps 
the grave whicli yawns for ipy remains ! l^ay, I have heard of , 
prisoners bAiig plunged into such hoyrid abysses wliile they were 
yet alive, to die at leisure, crushed with wounds, their groans un- 
heard, and their fate un pitied i ” 

„ He approached his head to tlie dismal cavity, and heard, as at a 
great depth, the sound of a sullen,<aud, as it seemed, subterranean 
stream. The sunless waves appeared murmuring for tlieir victim. 
Death is dreadful at all ages ; ont in the first springtide of youth, 
with all the feelings of enjoyment afloat, ffcrei eager for gratification,, 
to be b'natched forciWwfrom the banquet to which* the individual has 
but just sat down, peculiai-ly japiyalliug, even when the teJSftge 
comes in the ordiuaiw course ei nature. But to sit, like young 
^ Philipson, on the briuK of the subterranean abyss, aud ruminate in 
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horrid doubt concerning the mode in which death was to be 
was a situation which might break the spirit of th^ boldest ; and the 
unfortunate captive was wholly unable to suppress the natural tears 
that flowed from his eyes in torrents, and which his bound awns 
did not permit him to wipe away. We have already noticed that, 
although a gallant young in aught of daisger which was to be 
faced and overcome by active cxettiom the youth was strongly 
imaginative, and sensitive to a powerful extent to all those ex^ 
aggerations, which, in a situation of helpless uncertainly, fancy 
lends to distract the soul of him ‘who nfhst passively expect an ap- 
proaching evil. 

Yet the feelings of Arthur Philipson were not selfish. They re- 
verted to his father, whose just and noble Character was as much 
formed to attract veneration, as his unceasing care and af- 

fection to excite love and gratitude. He, too, was in the hands of 
remorseless villains, who were determined to conceal robbery by 
secret murder— he, too, undaunted in so many dangers, resolute in 
so many encounters, lay hound and defenceless, exposed to the 
dagger of the meanest stabbor. Arthur remembered, too, the 
giddy peak of the rock near Geierstein, and the grim vulture which 
claimed him a^its prey. Here was no angel to burst through the 
mi^t, and marsiial him on a x)ath of safety — liere the darkness was 
siibteri'anean and eternal, saving \vJ)cn the captive should behold the 
knife of the rufliau flasl^ against the lamp, wuiich lent him light to 
aim the fatal blow. This agony of mind lasted until tlie feelings of 
the unhappy prisoner arose to ecstasy. JEIe started up, and struggled 
so liard to n*eo himself of bis boncls, that it seerocKl they should 
lifive fiillon from him as from the arrfls of the mighty JSazarene. 
IJiit tho#cords were of too firm a texture ; and, after a violent and ' 
iiijiivailing' struggle, in which the ligatures seemed to enter liis 
fle^h, tlie prisoner lost his balance, and while the feeling thrilled 
tlirougli lum that he was tumbling backward into tlie subterranean 
ah^ss, lie fell to the ground witl^ great force. 

i'ortunately he e8cai)ed the danger which in his agony he appre- 
liendied, hut so narrowly, that hia head struck against the low and 
broken fence with which the mouth of the horrible pit was partly 
surrounded. Here he lay stunned and motionless, and, as the lamp 
was extingiiftthed in lii«F fall, flnmersed in absolute and total daik- 
pess. He was recallei^to sensation by a jarring noise. # 

“They come — they come— the murderers ! Oh, Lady of Mercy ! 
and oil, gracious Heaven, forgive my transgressions ! ” 

J Ic looked up, and observed, with dazzled eyes, that a dark form 
app|:oiiched him, with a knife in one hand and a torch in the otli^gr. 
He might w^ell have seemed the tnan who was to do the last deed ’ 
iijiou the unhappy prisoner,, if he liad come alone. But he came 
not alone— his torch glcaiyed upon the white dress of a female, 
which was so much illuminated by it that Arthur could discover a . 
fdi’in, an^had* even* a glimpse of features* never to be forgotten^ 
thou^jeJow seciy under circumstinfles least of all to be expected. 
'Ihe prisoner’s unutterable astonishthent impressed him with a de- 
gree of awe lyhich overcame even his personal fear — Oan these ^ 
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tilings be ivaa his muttered reflection ; slie reaDy the power 
of ftu elementary spirit? has she conjured up this carthlike and dark 
demon to concur with Jier in my deliverance?" 

, R appeared as if his guess were real ; for the figure in black, giv- 
ing tlie light to Anne of Geierstein, or at least the form which bore 
Iter perfect resemblance, stooped over the prisoner and cut the cord 
that Douud his arms with so mudi d^ateh that it seemed its if It fell 
from bis person at a touch. Arthur^a first attempt to arise was upr 
saeoessful, and a second tin^e it was the hand of Anne of Geiersteiu 
— a living hand, sensible to touch as to sight — which aided to raise 
and to support lum, as it had formerly done when the tormented 
waters of tlie river thundered at their feet. Her touch produced au 
effect far beyond that of the slight personal aid which the maiden’s 
strength could have rendered. Courage was restored to his heart, 
vigour and animation to his beuumhed and bruised limbs ; such in- 
fluence does the Intmuii mind, when excited to energy, possess over 
tlie infirmities of the human body. He was about to address 
in accents of tlio deepest gratitude. But the accents died away dg 
Ins tongue, wlien the mysterious female, laying her finger on lier' 
lips, made liiin a sign to be silent, jind at the sapie time beck- 
oned him to follow her. He obeyed in silent amazement. They 
passed the entrance of tlie melancholy dungeon, and through one 
or two short but intricate passages, which, cut out of the rock in 
some places, and built in others c;'ith hewn^fetone of the same kind, 
probably led to holds similar to that in which Arthur was so lately a 
captive, 

, The recollection that liis Either inight he immured in some such 
horrid cell as he himself had just (piittcd, induced Arthur to pause 
as they reached flie bottom of a small winding staircase, which con- 
ducted apparentljr from this region of the building. 

“Come," he said, “dearest Aiine, lead me to his deliverance! I 
must not leave inv father," 

She shook her head impatiently, mid beckoned him on. 

“If yoiir power extends not to save iny fathers life, 1 will rci^iaiii 
and save him or die! — Anne, dearest Anne " 

She answered not, but her companion replied, in a deep voice, not 
unsuitable to his appearance, “ Speak, ^oiing;^ man, to thpse who arc 
X^ermitted to answ^er you ; or, rather, be silent, and listen to my in- 
structions, which direct to the only coni’sc whifl\caii bring thy father 
to freedom and safety." 

They ascended the stair, Aiinc of Goiprstein going first; while 
Arthur, who followed close behind, could not help thinking that her 
form gave existence to a part of tlie light which her garment reflected 
from the torch. This was probabV the effect of the superstitions 
belief impressed on his mind by Rudolph’s talc respecting her mo- 
ther, and which was confirmed by her sudden appearance iii a place 
and situation whore the yvas so little to Save b^eii expected. He 
had not much lime, however, to^j^pculate upon hef, apjpefi^Sg^l^ie or 
demeanour, for, mounting the sxair with a lighter pace thanne was 
able at the time to follow closely, she was no longer to be seen when 
ho rcachal the landing-place. But whether she had m'^lted into the 
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air, or turuod aside into some other passag^e, lie was not permitted a 
moincnf ^ leisure to extoiiue. 

** Here lies your way,” said his sable jgfiiide ; and at the same * ime 
dashinii: out the lig'ht, and soisdng* Philipson by the arm, he led lliiu 
along' a dark gallery of considerable length. The young man was 
not without some momentary misgivings while he recollected the 
ominous looks of bis conductor, and that he was armed with a dag- 
ger, or knife, which he could blunge of a sudden into Ijis bosom. 
But he could not bring himself to dread treachery from any one 
whom he had seen in company with Anne of Oeicrsteiii ; and in his 
heart he demanded her pardon for the fear wliicli iiad flashed across 
him, and resigned himself to tho guidance of his compainon, who 
advanced with hasty but light footsteps, and cautioned him by a 
whisuer to do the same. 

“ Our journey,” he at length said, “ ends hero.” 

As he spoke, a door ^ave way and admitted them into a gloomy 
Gothic apartment, furnished with large oaken presses, apparently 
filled with books and manuscripts. As Arthur looked round, with 
eyes dazzled with the sudden gleam of daylight, from which lie had 
been for some time excluded, the door by which they had entered 
disaiHiearecL This, however, did not greatly sui^prise him, who 
judged that, being formed in appearance to correspond with the 
presses around the entrance which they had used, it could not wdien 
iJnit he distinguished fron^ them, — a^cvice sometimes then practised, 
«k3 indeed it often is at the present aay. He had now a full view of 
his deliverer, who, when seen by daylight, showed only the vest- 
ments and features of a clergyman, without any of that expression 
of supernatural horror, which the partiSl light and the melancholy 
appearawe of all in the dungeon had combined to impress on him. 

Young Philipson once more breathed with freedom, as one 
awakened from a hideous dream; and the sujiernatural qualities 
with which his imagination had invested Anne of Geierstein having 
begun to vanish, he addressed Jiis deliverer thus: — “That 1 may 
testify my thanks, holy father, where they arc so especially due, let 
mo inquire of you if Anne of Geierstein ” 

“ Speak of that which pertains to your house and family,” answered 
the priest, as briefly as before. “Hast thou so soon forgot thy fa- 
ther’s danger ? ” • - 

“Jiy heavens, no!”ccplicd the yoifth; “tell me butiJiow to act 
for his deliverance, dnd thou^sliiilt see how a son can light for a 
parent ! ” 

“It is ivell, for it is n#edful,” said the priest. “Pon thou this 
vestment, ami follow me.” 

The vestment presented was the gown and hood of a novice. 

“Draw the cowl over thy face,” said the priest, “and return no 
answer tp any man who lugets thee. I will say thou art under a 
vow. — IVlay Heaven forgiv* the unworthy tyrant who imposes on ua 
the iicce^Ly of sudi profane dissimulatxoiil Yollow me close and 
near— &3^re thflt you speak not.*^ . 

’The business of disguise was soon ticcompliahod, and the Prie^t of 
fcSt i'aurs, for^BUch he was, moving on, Arthur followed hun a pace 
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or two behind, assnminjr as well as he could the modedt step and 
humble demeanour of a spiritual novice. On leaving tiie library, or 
study, and descending a short stair, he found himself in the street 
of Brisach. Irresistibly tempted to look back, he had only time, 
however, to see that the house be had left was a very small building 
of a Gothic character, on the one side of which rose the church of 
St Paiirs,mnd on the other the stern black gate*house, or entrance- 
tower. 

** Follow me, Melchoir,” said the deep voice of the priest; and his 
keen eyes were at the same time fixed upon the supnosed novice 
with a look which instantly recalled Arthur to a sense or Ins situation. 

They passed along, nobody noticing them, unless to ^reet the 
priest witii a silent obeisance, or muttered phrase of salutation, until, 
having nearly gained the middle of the village, the guide turned 
abruptly off’ from the street, and moving northward by a short lane, 
reached a flight of steps, which, as usual in fortified towns, led to 
the banquette, or walk beliind the parapet, which was of the old 
Gothic fashion, flanked with towers from space to space, of dilFerent 
forms and various heights at different angles. 

There were sentinefe on the walls; but the watch, as it seemed, 
was kept not by regular soldiers, but by burghers, with spears, or 
swords, in their hands. The first whom they passed saiu to the 
priest, in a half-whisiiered tone, “ Holds our purpose ? 

“ It holds,” replied the Priest of Saint Paurs. — “Bencdicite ! ” 

“ GratiasJ** replied the armed citizen, and continued his 
walk upon the hattlements. 

The other sentinels seemed to avoid them ; for they disappeared 
when they came near, or passed them without looking, or seeming 
to observe them. At last their walk brought them to a.i ancient 
turret, which raised its head above the wall, and in which there was 
a email door opening from the battlement. It was in a corner, dis- 
tinct from and uncoramnnded by any of the angles of the fortification. 
In a well-guarded fortress, siichap lint ouglit to have had a sentiuel 
for its special protection, but no one was there upon duty. 

“ Now mark me,” said the priest, for your father’s life, and, it 
may be, that of many a man besides, depends upon your attention, 
and no less upon your despatch. — ^Yoy can run ? — ^you can leap r ” 

“I feel no weariness, father, since you ft'ced me,” answered Ar- 
thur ; " an J the dun deer that I have often cliased slmll not beat me 
in such a wager.” * 

“ Observe, tlien,” replied the Black Priest of St Paul’s, “ this tur- 
ret contains a staircase, which descends to a small sallyport. I will 
give you entrance to it — The sallyport is barred on the inside, but 
not locked.. It will give you access to the moat, which is almost 
entirely dry. On crossing it, you will find yourself in the circuit of 
the outer harriers. You may see sentiimls, hut they will not sec you 
— speak not to theiq. bujli make your way over the palisade as you 
can. I trust you can climb over an undefended rampart? ” 

“ I have surmounted a defendea one,’’* said Arthur. " Wnat is toy 
next charge ? — All this is eas}.” 

You.will see a species of thicket, or stretch of low bushes — make* 
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for it with all speed. When yon are there, turn to the eastward; 
DUt beware, while holding that course, that you are not seen by the 
Burgundian fVee CoinpanioDS> who are on watch on that part of the 
walls. A volley of arrows, and the sally of a body of cavali-y in pfir- 
suit, will be the consequence, if they get sight of you; and their eyes 
are those of the eagl& that spy the carnage afar off.” 

I 'will be heedfiil, said the young Englishman. 

• You will find,” continued the priest, ** upon the outer side of the 
thicket a path, or rather a sheep-track, w]deh, sweeping at some dis- 
tance from the walls, will conduct you at last into tlie road leading 
from Brisach to Bdrle. Hasten forward to meet the Swiss, who are 
advancing. Tell them your father’s hours are counted, and that they 
must press on if they would save him ; and say to Rudolph Donner- 
liugel, in cs}>ecial, that the Black Priest of Saint Paiirs waits to 
bestow upon him his blessing at the northern t?allyport. Dost thou 
luiderstand me ? ” 

** Perfectly,” answered the young man. 

The priest of Saint I’anl’s then pushed open the low-browed gate 
of the turret, and Arthur was about to precipitate himself downXhe 
stair which opened before him. 

8fc?iy yet a moment,” said the priest, “and doff the novice’s habit, 
wliich can only encumber thee.” 

Arthur in a trice threw it from him, and was again about to siart. 

“ Stay yet a moment loilger,” continued the Black Priest. “Chis 
gown may be a tell-tale — Stay, therefore, and help me to pull off my 
upper garment.” ^ • 

Inwardly glowing with impatience, Arthur yet saw the necessity 
of obeying liis guide ; and when he liad pulled the long and loose 
upper ves^ent from the old man, he stood before him in a cassock 
of black serge, befitting liis order and professsion, but begirt, not 
with a suitable sash Buch as clergymen wear, but with a most uncan- 
onical buff-belt, supporting a short two-edged sword, calculated alike 
to stab and to smite. • 

“ Give me now the novice’s habit,” said the venerable father, “ and 
over that I will put the priestly vc.'^iment. Rince for the present I 
liave some tokens of the laity about me, it is fitting it siiould bo 
f'uvered with a double portion of the clerical habit.” 

As he spoke thus he sailed grimly; his smile had something 
more frightful and witnering than the stern frown, whfch suited 
better with hts features, and waS their usual expression. 

“ And now,” said he, “ wlyit docs the fool tarry for, when life and 
death are in his speed ? ” 

The young messenger waited not a second hint, but at once de- 
scendecl the stairs, as it it had been ny a single step, found the portal, 
as the priest had said, only secured by bars on the inside, offering 
little resistance save from thair rustea state, which made it difficult 
to draw tlfbm. J^rtfaqr suedeeded, however, wd found himself at the 
jfiide of thq^oat, ^hich presented iwgreen and marshy appearance. 
Witiiiont "stopping to examine whetner it was deep or shallow, and 
alnmst Avithout being sensible of the temftsity of the morass, the young 
‘SiigHshmiin fo^yed his Avay through it, ami attained the oJ^ipositc 
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Ride, without atiraetiu^ the atteutipu of two worthy hurffhers of 
Brisach, who were the guardians of the barriers. One of llicin in- 
deed was deeply employed in the perusal of spmc profime chronicle, 
of religious legend ; the other was as anxiously engaged in examining 
tJie margin of the inoat^ in search of eels, perhaps, or frogs, for he 
wore over his shoulder a scidp for securing some such amphibious 
booty. , 

Seeing that, as the priest foretold, he had nothing to apprehend 
from the vigilance of the sentinels, Arthur dashed at the palisade, in 
hope to catch hold of the top of the stockade, and so to clear it by 
one bold leap. He overrated his powers of activity, however, or they* 
were diminished by his recent bonds and imprisonment, lie fell 
liglitly backward on the ground, and, as he got to his feet, became 
aware of the presence of a soldier, iu yellow and blue, the livery of 
De Hageubacn, who came running towards him, crying to the sloth- 
ful aim unobservant sentinels, “ Alarm ! — alarm ! — ^you lazy swine 1 
Stop the dog, or you are both dead men.*' 

Tlie hsherman, who was on the further side, laid down his eel-spear, 
drew his sword, and, flourishing it over his head, advanced towards 
Philipsou with very moderate haste. The student was yet more un- 
fortunate, for, in Ins hurry to fold up his book and attend tohrs dut)", 
he contrived to throw himself (inadvertently, doubtless) full in the 
soldier's way. The latter, who was running at top speed, encountered 
thcd^urglier with a severe shcesk which Birew botli down ; but the 
citizen being a solid and substantial man, lay still where he fell, wliile 
the otlier,'Iess weighty, and probably less prepared for the collision, lost 
his balance and the command of hialimbs at once, a*nd, rolling over the 
edge of the moat, was immersed in the mud and marsh. The filler 
and the student went with deliberate speed to assist the unexpected 
and unwelcome partner of their watch ; wliilc Arthur, stimulated by 
the imminent sense of danger, sprung at the barrier with more ad- 
dress and vigour than before, and' succeeding iu liis leap, made, as 
he had been directed, with his utmost speed for tlie covert of the 
adjacent bushes. He reached them without hearing any alarm from 
the walls. But he was conscious that his situation had boco^he ex- 
tremely precarious, since his escape from the town was known to one 
man at least, who would not fail toegive the alarm in case he wafl 
able to extricate himself from the raarsh,-^a feat, however, in which 
it seemed^ to Arthur that the armed citissms were likely to prove 
I'athcr his apparent than actual assistants, w bile such thoughts shot 
across his mind, they served to aiigmentjiis natural speed of foot, so 
that in less space than could have been thought possible, he reached 
the thinner extremity of the thicket, whence, as intimated by the 
Black Priest, he could seethe eastern tower and the adjoining battle- 
ments of the town, — 

** with liostilo faces tlironS’d, aims." 

It required, at the same time, ^omc address on flic part of the fugft 
tive, to keep so much under shelter as to prevent uimsclffi*oin being 
seen in his turn by those wlfoth ho saw so plainly* He therefore ex- 
pected every moment to hear a bugle wiuu, or to behold that busUf^ 
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and commotion among- the defenders^ which might prognosticate a 
sajlj. Neithey, howerer, took place, and heedfully observing the 
footpath^ or track, which the priest had pointed out to him, young 
Pliilipson wheeled his course out of sight of the guarded towers, and 
soon railing into the public and frequented road, by which his father 
and he had approached the town in the morning, he had Ahe happi* 
•ness, the dust and flash of arms, to see a small body of armed men 
advancing towards Brisach, whom he justly concluded to be the van 
of the Swbs deputation, ^ ‘ 

He soon met the party, which consisted of about ten men, with Ru- 
dolph Uonnerhugel at tlietr head* The figure of Philipson^ covered 
with mud, aild in some places stained with blood (for his fall iu the 
dungeon had cost him a sligJit wound), attracted the wonder of every 
one, who crow'ded around to hear the news. Rudolph alone appeared 
unmoved. Like tlie visage on the ancient statues of Hercules, the 
physiognomy of the bulky Bernese was large and massive, having an 
air of indifferent and almost sullen composure, which did not change 
but in moments of the^fiercest agitation. 

IXelistcned without emotion to the breathless tale of Arthur Philip- 
sou, that his father was iu prison, and adjudged to death. 

“ And what else did you expect ? ” said the Bernese, coldly. “ Were 
you not warned ? It had been easy to have foreseen the misfortune, 
but it may be impossible tq prevent iL” 

“ I own — 1 own/^ said Arthur, wringing his hands, ** that you were 
wise, and that we were foolish. — But ohj do not think of our folly iu 
the moment of our extremity 1 Be the gallant and generous cham- 
pion wliich your Cantons proclaim you2-.givc us your aid in thus 
deadly st^it! ” 

“But liow, or in what manner?’^ said Rudolph, still hesitating. 
“We have dismissed the B^lese, wiio were willing to have given 
assistance, so much did your dutiful example weigh witli us. We are 
now scarce above a score of meiifyhow can you ask us to attack a 
garrison town, secured by fortifications, and where tliere are six times 
our number ? ” 

“ You have friends within the fortifications,” replied Arthur — “ I 
/im sure you have. Hark in your ear — The Black Priest sent to you 
--to you, Rudolph DonMrhugdi of Beime— *that he waits to give 3 ’ou 
his blessing at the norwrn sallyport.” * 

“Ay, doubtless,” said Rudolj^, shaking himself free of Arthur’s 
attempt to engage him in private conference, and speaking so that 
all around might hear himf* ‘there is little doubt on’t; I will find a 
priest at the iiiortheni sallyport to confess and absolve me, and a 
block, axe, and headsman, to strike my throat asunder when he has 
done. But I will scarce put the heck of my father’s son into such 
risk. If they assassinate an English pedlar, who has never offended 
them, what will thev do witn the Bear of Berne, whose fangs and 
,,talons Arcliibalff de Hagenbach has felt ere ifow r ” 

Young £^iKpso8i at these words %lasped his hands together, liiid 
held them up' to Heaven, as one who aundons hope, excepting from 
tjience. The tears started to his eye% and, clenching his ^pds and 
setting his teeth, he turned his baef: abriq^y upon the Swiss. 
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A ^ Whst isAjeaiifi £tiia passion ? ” said Eedolph. Whither would you 

uow^^ 

‘ 4?To rescue nav father, or perish with him,” said Arthur; and was 
about to run wildly back to La Ferette^ when a strong: but kindly 
detained him. 

** Tarry«a little tUl 1 tie my mrter/^ said Sig:t8muBd Biederman, 
^ and I mil go with you. King: Arthur.” 

You, oaf?” exdaitned Badolph, you— and without orders?" 

Why, look you, c<uisin Kudolph," said the youth, continuing, witli 
great coini>osure, to fasten his garter, which, after the fashion of the 
time, was somewhat intricately secured — ‘Wou are always telling us 
tiiat we are Swiss and freemen ; and what is the advantage of being 
a freeman, if one is not at liberty to do what he has a mind? You 
are ray Haiiptman, look you, so long as it pleases me- and no longer.” 

And why shouldst tlxou desert me now, thou fool ? Why, at this 
minute, of all other minutes in the year?” demanded the Bernese. 

“Look you,” replied the insubordinate follower, “I have hunted 
with Arthur for this month past, and I love him — ^bc never called me 
fool or idiot, because uiy thoughts came slower, may be, and some- 
thiug duller, than those of other folk. And 1 love his father — the 
old man gave me this baldric and this born, which I warrant cost 
many a kreutzer. Tie told me, too, not to be discouraged, for that 
it was better to think justly tlian to think#, fast, and that I had sense 
enough for the one, if not for tlie other. And the kind old man is 
now in Hagenhach’s butcher-sliambles ! — But we will free iiira, 
Artliur, if two men may. Thou shalt see me fight, while steel blade 
and Jislion shaft will hold together ” 

feio nnying, he sliook in the air his enormous partisan, irbicli qui- 
vered in his gnisp like a slij) of willow. Indeed, if Iniquity was to be 
’ struck down like an ox, there was not one in that chosen band more 
likely to perform the fea.t than Sigismund ; for though somewliat 
in stature than his brethr^m, and of a less animated spirit, 
yet his breadth of slioulders and strength of muscles vrere enormous, 
and if thoroughly aroused and disposed for the contest, wbish was 
very rerely the case, perhaps Rudolph himself might, as far as sheer 
force went, have liad difficulty in matching hfm. ; 

Truth of sentiment and energy of^ expression always produce an 
effect on natural and genert»us cliaracters.V Several of the youths 
around began to exclaim that Sigi^und saM well ; that if fiie old 
man had put himself in danger, it Was because lie thouglit more of 
the success of their negotiation than df his owm safety, and had 
^ken himself from under their protection, rather ihai> involve them 
m quarrels on his account. “ We are the more bound,” they said, 
“ to see him unscathed; and we will do so.” 

^ “ Peace I all you wiseacres,” said Rudolph, looking round with an 
air of superiority ; “ aud you, Arthur of England, pass on to the Lau- 
damman, who is close behind; you know he is our^bief com--<i 
mander, he is no less your fathef ’a sincere friendj' and whatever be 
ma}" determine in your fathet'^s favour, you will find most ready cxe- 
cutors qf Ins pleasures in aH of us.” ^ . 

His companions appeared to concur in this adflee, and .young 
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Plulipsou saw that lUs own compliance with the recoinmendation was 
indispensable.. Indeed, althoiiffh he still st|spceted that the Bernese, 
by lus varioii# intri^ueiH as weU with the Swiss youth as with t]K>se 
of Bhle, and, as mi^rbt be inferred from the Priest of Saint Paul’s, 
by cominunication even within the town of La Ferotte, possessed the 
neater power of assisting him at such a conjuncture; yefehe trusted 
far more in the simple candbur and perfect faith of Arnold Bieder- 
man, and pressed forward to tell to him his mournful tale, and crave 
his assistance. ^ 

From the top of a bank which he reached in a few minutes after 
he parted from Budo^h and the advanced guard, he saw beneath 
him the venerable Landamman and bis associates, accompanied by a 
few of the vouths who no longer were dispersed upon the flanks of 
the party, but attended on them closely, and in military array, as 
men prepared to repel any sadden attack. 

Behind came a mule or two with baggage, together with the ani- 
mals which, in the ordinary course of their march, supported Aimc 
of Geierstoin and her attendant. Both were occupied by female 
figures as usual, and to the best of Arthur^s ken, the foremost had 
the f^ell*known dress of Anne, front the jgrey mantle to a small 
heron’s plume, which, since entering Germany, she had worn in 
compliance with the custom of the country, ana in evidence of her 
rank as a maiden of birt|} and distinction. Yet, if the youth’s eyes 
brought him true tidings at prescui? what was the character of their 
former information, when, scarce momjHim half an hour since, they 
had beheld, in the subterranean dungeon of Brisach, the same form 
which they now rested upon, iii circumslfinces st> very diflereni! The 
feeling tscited by this thought was powerful, but it was momentary, 
like the lightning which blazes through a midnight sky, wliich is but 
just seen ere it vanishes into darkness. Or rather, the wonder ex- 
cited by this marvellous incident, only maintained its ground in Iiis 
thoughts, by allying itself witl^^the anxiety for his father’s safety, 
which was their predominant occupation. 

‘‘IJ tliera be indeed a spirit,” he said, ‘Mvhich wears that beauti- 
ful form, it must be beneficent as well as lovely, aud will extend to 
ray far more deserving father tlie ])ri>tectiou which lus sou has twice 
' experienced.” ^ 

But ere he had tim^o pro&^ecute siich a thought farther, he had 
met the Landamman^d his party. Here his appearance and his 
condition excited the same surprise as they had formerly occasioned 
to Rudolph aud the vanguard. To the repeated interrogatories of 
the Lanmmman he gave a brief account of his own imprisonma^:' 
and of his escape, of which he sobered the whole glory to rest wim 
the Bladk Priest of St Paul’s, without mentioning one word of the 
more interesting female apparition, by which he had been attended 
and assi^ed in his charitaine task. Ou another point also Armur 
was silent. Ife saw no propriety in communifeting to Arnold Bie- 
lermaii tlfe message which the mriost had addressed to Rudolphs 
ear alone. Whether good should conjp of it ’or no, he held sacred 
the obligation of silence imposed upon him by a man from whom he 
had just received the most important assistance. 
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TliO Landainaian was struck dumb for a momeut^ with sorrow 
and surprise, at the news which he heard. Tlio elder Philipson had 
gained liis respect, as well by the purity and Readiness of the prin-* 
ciplea which lie expressed, as bv the extent and depth 4)f his in- 
formation, which was peculiarly valuable and interestiugr to the 
Switeer, ’who felt his admirable judgment considerably fettered for 
want of that knowledge of countries, times, and rnuuners, witli 
which his Eng:iish friend often supplied him. 

“Let us press forward,* he said to the Banneret of Berne, and 
the other deputies;, “let us offer our mediation betwixt the tyrant 
t>e Hag'enbach and our friend, whose life is in danger. He must 
listen to us, for I know his master expects to see this Philipson at 
his court. The old man hinted to me so much. As we are pos- 
sessed of such a secret, Arcliibald de Ha^enbach will not dare to 
brave our vengeance, since we migrlit. easily send to Duke Charl^ 
information how the Governor of La Ferette abuses his power, in 
matters where not only the Swiss, but where the Duke himself is 
concerned.” 

“ Under your reverend favour, my worthy sir,” answered the 
Banneret of Berne, “we are Swiss Deputies, and to represent 
the injuries of Switzei'land alone. If we embroil ourselves with the 
quarrels of strangers, we shall find it more difficult to settle advan- 
tajreously those of our*own country; and if the Duke should, by this 
viilany done upon Eng^lish meidiants, bring* upon him the resent- 
ment of the English monarcli, such breach will only render it more 
a matter of peremptory necessity for him to make a treaty advan^ 
tagvous to the Swiss Cantons.” 

There was so much worldly policy in this advice, tliat A^xm Zim- 
merman of Soleurc instantly expressed his assent, with the addi- 
tional arg'ument, that their brother Biederman had told them scarce 
two hours before, liow these Eng*lisli mei’chauts had, by his advice 
and their own free desire, parted f ompany with them that morn- 
ing*, on purpose that they migrht not involve the Deputies in the 
quarrels which mig*ht be raised by the Governor's exactions Q,n his 
mercliandise. 

“ Now, what advautagre,” he said, “ shall we derive from this same 
parting of company, supposing, as my brother seems to urge, we arc 
still to consider this Englishn&an’s interest a? if he were our fellow- 
traveller, and under our especial protection ? 

This personal reasotiingpinched thdljandamman somewhat closely;, 
for he liad but a short while before descanted on the generosity of the 
elder Philipson, who had freely exposed himself to dangA** rather 
than that he should embarrass t1\pir negotiation by remaining one 
of their company ; and it completely shook the fealty of the white- 
bearded Nicholas Bonstetten, whose eyes wandered from the face of 
Zimmerman, which expressed triumph^t confidence in his argu- 
ment, to that of his friend the Laudammau, which w<»s rather more, 
embarrassed than usual. 

“ Brethren,” said Arnold at length, with firmness and animation, 
“I erred in priding myself upon the worldly policy whiclkl taught 
^to you this morning. This man is not of our country, doubtless, bu? 
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be is (»f oiiv blootl— a copy of the common Creator’s inia^afe— -and tlie 
more worthy of being called so, as he is a man o| integrity and 
worth. We might not, without grievous sin, pass such a per^n, 
being in danger, without affording him relief^ even if ho lay ac- 
cidentally by tile side of our path ; much less should we abandon 
him if the danger has been incurred in our own cause^ and that we 
• might escape the net in which be is himself caught. Be not, there- 
fore, downcast. — We do God’s will in succouring an oppressed man. 
If we succeed by mild means, as I trtftt we shall, wo do a good 
^ .action at a cheap rate; — if not, God can assert the cause of human- 
ity 1^ the bauds of few as well as of many.’’ 

“ If such is your»opimon,” said the Baunerman of Borne, “ not a 
man here will shrink from you. For me, I pleaded against my own 
inclinations when I advised you to avoid a breach with tlic Burgun- 
dian. But as a soldier, 1 must needs say, I would rather fight the 
garrison, were they double the number they talk of, in a fair field, 
than undertake to storm their defences.” 

** Nay,” said the Landamman, I sincerely hope we shall both 
enter and depart from the town of Brisach, without deviating from 
the pacific character with which our mission from the Diet invests 


CHAPTER •XVL 

Por Homci'sct, off ^vilb Ijcfifl. 

3tl 2*aH of Hairy VL 

This Governor of La Ferette stood on the battlements of tlie 
eastern entrance-tower of his , fortress, and looked out on the road 
to B41e, when first the vangufu*d of the Swiss mission, then the 
centre aud rear, appeared in the distance. At the same moment 
the nan halting, the main body closed with it, while the females and 
baggage, aud mules in the rear, moved iu their tmm up to the main 
body, and the whole were united in one group. 

A messenger then stepped forth, and winded one of those tre- 
mendous horns, the «ious of the wiH bulls, so numerous iu the 
Canton of Uri that tKey are s^posed to have given rise to its name. 

“They demand admittance,^ said the esquire. 

“They shall have it,”«answered Sir Archibald de llagenbach. 
** Marry, how they may pass out again is another and a deeper 
question.” • 

“Think yet n moment, noble sir,” continued the esquire. “Be- 
think you, tiiesc Switzers are very fiends in fight, and liave, besides, 
no booty to repay the con^flest — some paltry chains of good copper, 
r perchance orTiaullerated silver. You have Iftiocked out the mar- 
row— do not damage your teeth bj^ trying to grind the bone.” 

“Thou art a fool, Rilian,” answered De llagenbacli, “and it may 
^be a coward besides. The approach of some score, or at most some 
soori^ and a half, of Swiss partisans makes thee draw in thy horns^ 
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Hke a snail at a chilirs finger ! Min^ tura siroBg and inflexible as 
of the yru^ of whom they tidik so ini2ch» and on which thej 
blQjw so boldly. Keep in mind, thou timid <^eature, that if the Swis£ 
deputies^ as they presume to call themselves, are permitted^ to pass 
fi*ee, they carry to the Duke stories of merdhants bound to bis court 
and frau^t with precious commodities, specially addressed to hU 
Oracei Charles has then M once to endure. tim presence of the 
ambassadors, whom be contemns and hates, anil learns by them tbai 
the txovernor of La Ferette, permitting such to pass, has nevertbe 
loss presumed to stop those whom he would full gladly see; foj 
what prince would not blith^y w^come such a casket as that whiel 
we liave taken from yonder strolling English pedlar 

** I see not bow the assault on these ambassadors will mend youi 
excellency’s plea for despoiling the Englishmen/’ said Kilmn. 

“Because thou art a blind mole, Kilian,” answered his chief. *‘1) 
Bursundy hears of a ruffle between my garrison and the piountair 
clmns, whom he scorns, and yet hates, it will drown all notice of the 
two pedlars who have perished in the fray. If after-inguiry shouk' 
come, an hour’s ride transports me with my confidants into the Im 
periai dominions^ where, though the Emperor be a spiritless fool 
the rich prize I have found on these islanders will insure me a gooc 
reception.’’ • 

“ I will stick by your excellency to the Returned the esquire 
“ and you shall yourself witness, that, if a fool, 1 am at least lu 
coward.’^ ^ 

“I never thought thee such when it came to haiuh blows/’ said Xh 
Hagenbuch ; “ but in policyHhou art timid and irresoJutc. Hand nu 
mine armour, Kilian, and beware thou brace it well, lifie Swist 
pikes and swords are no wasp stings." 

“Mi^y your excellency wear it with honour and profit,” said Kilian 
and, iiccording to the duty of his office, he buckled upon his prineipa 
the coiii]>iete panoply of a knight o^'tbe empire. “Your purpose o 
assaulting the Swiss tlicn holds firm," said Kilian. “ But what pro 
text will your excellency assign ?” • 

Let me alone," said Archibald do Hagenbach, “ to take one, oi 
to make one. Do you only liave Schonfeldt and the soldiers oi 
their stations. And remember the fl'ords are — ‘Burgundy to tin 
Rescue.’ JVhen tliesc v/ordsf* ai*e first spokels let the soldiers shov 
themselves— when repeated, let theip fall on. And now that I an 
accoutred, away to the churls and admit them." 

Kilian bowed and withdrew. «* 

The bugle of the Switzers had repeatedly emitted its angry roar 
exasperated by the delay of «ear]§^ half an hour, without an answe] 
from the guarded gate of Brisach; and every blast declared, by tin 
prolonged echoes which it awakened, the increased impatience o: 
those who summoned the town. At leiiWi the portcullis arose, tlu 
gate opened, the drflwbfidge fell, and Kilian, in the" eqi^page of c 
man-at-arms arrayed for fight, rode forth on an anfbling palfrey. 

“What bold men ai*e ye, ^irs, who are here in arms nefore the 
fortress of Brisach, appertaining in right and seignorie to the thrice 
^tmble Ddke of Burgundy and liorjiaine, and garrisoned for his cause 
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and interest by the excellent Sir Ai^chibald, Lord of Ha^^enbaeh, 
Knight of the moat boly Roi:^i Empire }'* 

“ So please you, Sir Esquire,*^ said the Landamjman, " for su(^ I 
coxoecture you to be by the feather in your bozm^, we are here with 
no hostile intentions; though armed, as you see, to defend us in n 
perilous journey, where we are something unsafe by day, ^d cannot 
. always repose by night in places of security. But our arms have no 
ojBTensiTe purpose; if they hod such, our numbers bad not been so 
few as you eee theni>^ 

‘^What, then, is yom* character and purpose?” said Kilian, wlio 
had learned to use, in his master’s absence, the lordly and insolent 
tone of the Governor himself. 


We are Delegates,” answered the Landanmiaii, in a cahn. and 
even tone of voice, without appearing to take offence at, or to ob- 
serve, the insolent demeanour of the esquire, ” from the Free and 
Gonfedmrated Cantons of the Swiss States and provinces, and from 
the good town of Solcure, who are accredited from our Diet of 
Legislature to travel to the presence of his Grace the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, on an errand of high importance to both epuntries, and with 
the hope of estahlishuig with your master’s lord— ‘I mean with the 
noble Duke of Burgundy — a sure and steadfast peace, upon such 
terms as sliall be to the mutual honour and advantage of both coun- 
tries, and to avert dilputeg, and the effusion of Christian blood, wliich 
may otherwise be shed for want of flmc4y and good understanding.” 
“ Show me your letters of credence,”^ said the esquire. 

** Under your forgiveness. Sir Esquire,” replied the T^andamman, 
it will be time enough to exhibit theseVhen wc are admitted to the 
presenc%of your master the Governor.” 

That is as much as to say, wilful will to it. It is well, my mas- 
ters ; and yet you may take this advice from Kilian of Kersberg, It 
is sometimes better to reel backwards tliHU to run forwanls. — My 
master, and rny master’s master^ are more ticklish persons than the 
dealers of Bale, to whom you sell your cheeses. Horne, honest men, 
hoihe ! your way lies before you, and you are fairly warned.” 

We thank thee for thy counsel,” said the Laiidamman, interrupt- 
ing the Banneret of Berne, who had commenced nn angry reply. 
** supposing it kindly meant ;^if iiot, an uncivil jest is like an over- 
chai'ged gun, which roRjoils on the eantaioueer. Our road Jies onward 
througii Brisach, aini^onwar<Lwc propose to go, aiul take such hap 
as that which we may find hemre us.” 

Go onward, then, in the devil's name,” said the squire, who had 
entertained some hope of deterring them from pursuing their jour- 
ney, but found himself efiectually«foiied. * 

The Switzers entered the town, and, stopped by the barricade of 
cars which the Governor had formed across the street, at almut 
twenty wards from the ga!e, they drew themselves up in military 
order, with their little body formed into thr<^ Ifhes,— the two females 
and the lathers^of the denutation being in the centre. The little 
phalanx presented a double front, oye to e‘aeh side of the street, 
fWliile the centre line faced so as to move forward, and only wait chI 
for the removal of the barricade jn order to do so. Butvfhile they 
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fttood Aims iimctirc, a kui«>'ht in complete armour appeared from' a 
side door of the great tower, under the arch of .whicn they had en- 
tegpd into tlie town. Hia visor was raised, and he walked along the 
Ifront of the little line formed by the Swiss, with a stem and frown- 
ing, a^p^t. 

" Wlio ^re yon,'* he said, ^*who have thus far intruded yourselves 
in amrs into a Burgundian garrison ? ” 

"With your excellency’s leave/' said the Landamman, " we ai-e 
men who come on a peacc^l errand, though we carry arms for our 
ott^n defence. Deputies we are from the towns of Berne and Sol- 
eure, the Cantons of Uri, Schwitz, and Unterwalden, come to adjust 
matters of importance with the gracious Duke of Burgundy ax^d 
liorraine.'’ 

" What towns, what cantons? ’* said the Governor of ,La Ferette. 
" 1 have heard no such names among the Free Cities of Germany— 
Berne, truly ! when became Berne a free state r ” 

" Since the twenty-first day of June/’ said Ai*nold Biederman, " in 
the year of grace one thousand three hundred and thirty-nine, on 
which day the bai^le of Laupen was fought.” 

^ " Away, vain old man,” said the Knight; " think est thou that sucli 
idle boasts can avail thee here ? We have heard, indeed, of some in- 
. fiurgent villages and communities among the Alps, and how they 
rebelled against the Emperor, and by the advantage of fastnesses, 
ambuscades, and lurking places, how they have murdered some 
kniglits and gentlemen sent against them by the Duke of Austria ; 
but we little thought that such paltry townships and insignificant 
bands of mutineers had the insolence to term themselves Free 
States, and propose to enter into negotiation as such witti.a mighty 
prince like Charles of Burgundy.” 

" May it please your excellency,” replied the Lnndamman, witli 
perfect temper, "your own laws of chivaliy declare that, if the 
stronger wrong the weaker, or tl^ noble does injury to the less 
gentle, the very act levels distinctions between thein, and the doer 
of an injury becomes bound to give condign satisfaction of such kind 
as the wronged party shall demand.” 

" Hence to thy hills, churl ! ” exclaimed the haughty Knight ; 
there comb thy beard and roast thyHehestuuts. What! because a 
few rats and mice find retreah among the and wainscoting of 
our dwelhng-houscs, shall we tiferefore allow them to intrude their 
disgusting presence, and their^airs of freedom and independence, 
into onr personal presence ? No, we will ratlier cruali tUem beneath 
the heel of our ironsliod boots.” 

” We are not men to be trodden on,” said Arnold Biederman, 
ja^ljr ; those who have attempted it have found us stumblinff- 
blocks. Lavj Sir KmVht, lay aside for an instant this haughty 
language winch can only lead to warfarii^id listen to tlie' words of 
peace. Dismiss our*coffirade, the English mercliam, Plnlipson, on 
whom you have this morning iai4 unlawful hands; let lum pay » 
TnodCTotc sum for his Tansom. and we, who are bound instantly to 
tafXi F * ® prince, will bear a fair report to him of hia Ooroniar- 
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“ You will be so generous, will you ! ” said Sir Archibald, iu a tone 
of ridicule. “ And what pledge shall I have that you will favour uio 
so kindly as you propose ? ” 

The word of a man who iieyer broke his promise,” answered ^he 
stoical Landaniman. 

“ Insolent hind I ” replied the Knight, ** dost thou stipulajld ? thoic 
offer thy paltry word as a pledge betwixt the Duke of Bui^cufidy and 
Archibald de Hagenbacb ? Know that ye so not to Burgundy at 
all, or you go tliither with fetters on yq^ir hands and Imlters roimd 
your necks.— So ho, Burgundy to the rescue ! ” 

Instantly as he spoke, the soldiers showed themselves /before, be- 
hind, and around the narrow space where the Swiss had drawn them- 
selvesTip, The battlements of the town were lined with men, others 
presented themselves at the doors of each house in the street, pre- , 
27ared to sally, and, at the windows, prepared to shoots as well with 
ffuiis as with bows and crossbows. The soldiers who defended the 
barricade also started up, and seemed ready to dispute the passage 
iu front. The little band, encompassed and overmatched, but neither 
startled nor disheartened, stood to their arms.' The centre rauk under 
the Laiulamman prepared to force their way over the barricade. The 
two fronts stood back to back, ready to dispute the street with 
those that should issue from the houses. It could not fail to prove 
a work of no small blood and toil to subdue this handful of aetei- 
mined men, even with five times tlifir number. Borne sense of this, 
perhaps, made Sir Archibald deligr giving the signal for onsets when 
suddenly behind arose a cry of Treasen, treason ! ” 

A soldier, covered with mud, rushed before the Governor, and said, 
in hurried accents, tliat, as he endeavoured to stop a prisoner who 
had madte his escape some short time since, he had been seized by the 
burghers of the town, and w'clluigh drowned in the moat, lie added 
that the citizens were cVfen now admitting the enemy into tlic place. 

“Kilian,” said the Knight, *Hake two score of men— hasten to the 
northern sallyport; stab, cut dSwm, or throw from the battlements 
whomsoever you meet in arms, townsmen or strangers. Leave me 
to sdltle with these peasants by fair means or foul.” 

But ere Kiliaii could obey Ids master’s commands, a shout aro.se 
in tlic rear, wliere they crieef, ifBdle! Bdle! — Freedom ! freedom I — 
TJie day is our oM’ii ! ” 

Onward came the y Suth of W'Bo had not been af sucli a dis- 
tance but that Rudolph had contrived to recall them — onward came 
luany Swiss wdio had hovered around the embassy, holding themselves 
in readiness for such a pi^bc of service; and onward came the armed 
citizens of La Forette, w ho, compelled to take arms and mount guai*d 
by the tyranny of De Ilagcnbachf had availed themselves of the op- 
portunity to adnjit the Bdlese at the sallyport through which I’hihp- 
son bad lalely made his esci^. 

The {farrisoi 4 cnscouragcd bcforc^by tho firm aspect of 

^tlie Swlsd^vlio luuFbeld their numbers at uefiance, were totally dis- 
concerted by this new and unex]>icted insurrection. Most of them 
prepared ’‘rather to fly than to tight, •and they threw themselves in 
•^uiimbcrs from.the walls, as the best chance of escaping, lulluu and^ 
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ROftoe others, ivliom pride prevented from flvingr, and despair from 
quarter, fongut with and were feillw on the spot. In 
the midst of this confusion the Ltaiidaminan kept his own bands un- 
in^^edj permitting them to take no slmro in the action, sare to repel 
such'^violence as was offered to them. 

“ Stand fast all ! ” sounded the deep voice of Arnold Biederman 
along tlmil* little body. “ Where is Budolph ? — Save lives, but take 
none. — ^Why, how now, Arthur Philipaon I stand fast, I say.*’ 

“I cannot stand fast,’' s?id Arthur, who was in the act of leaving 
the ranks. I must seek ray fatlicr in the dungeons ; they may be 
slaying him in this confurion wliile I stand idle here.” 

*‘By our Lady of Einsiedlen, ymi say well,” answered the Landara- 
man ; that I should have forgot my noble guest ! * 1 will help thee 
to search for him, Arthur — the affray seems wellnigh ended.—Ho. 
there, Sir Banneret, worthy Adam Zimmerman, my good fricna 
Nicholas Bonstetten, keep our pien standing firm — Have nothing to 
do with this affray, but leave the men of Bale to answer their own 
deeds. 1 return in a few minutes." 

So saying, he hurried after Arthur Philipson, whose recollection 
conducted liim, with sufficient accuracy, to the head of tlie dungeon 
stairs. There they mot an ill-looking man clad in a buff jerkin, who 
bore at his girdle a bunch of rusted keys, which intimated the nature 
of his calling. 

‘‘ Show me the prison of Knglisir merchant,” said Arthur 
Philipson, or thou dicst by my hand ! ” 

“Which of them desire yo% to see?” answered the official; — ‘*thc 
old man, or the young one?” 

“ 'Fhe old,” said young Pliilipson. “ His son has escaped thee.” 

Pinter here then, gentlemen,” said the jailer, undoing tBte spring- 
bolt of a heavy door. 

At the upper end of the apartment lay the man they came to seek 
for, wlm was instantly raised from the ground, and loaded with their 
embraces. 

“My dear father! — ^My worthy guest!” said his son and friend 
at the same moment, “ how fares it with you ? ” *' 

•* Well,” answered the elder Philipson, “if you, my friend, and son, 
come, as I judge from your arms and countenance, as conquerors, 
and at liberty — ill, if you coiqis to share my prison-house.” 

“Have no fear of that,” said the Landamih^n ; “we have been in 
danger, but are remarkably delivered^ — Your evil lair has benumbed 
you. Lean oii me, my noble gUest, and kt mo assist you to better 
quarters.” 

Here he was interrupted by a heavy clash, as it seemed, of iron, 
and differing from the distant roaf of the popular tumult, which they 
still heard from the open street, as men hear the deep voice of a 
remote and tempestuous ocean. 

“By Saint Peter of the fetters!” said^ Arthqr, who instantly dis- 
covered the cause of the sound, “ the jailer has cast theA^odr to the^ 
staple, or it has escape<l his grasp'.' The spring>iock has closed upon 
US, aud we cannot be liberated saving from the oatside.'--^o, jailer 
» dog ! villain ! open the door, or tliott die.st ! ” 
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He is probably out of hearing of your threats;* said the elder 
Philipsoii, “ and your cries avail you nothing. But are you sure the 
Swiss are in possession of the town?”^ 

“We are peaceful occupants of it,” answered the LandamnAn, 
“ though without a blow given on our side/*' 

“ Whj> then;* said tbe*Englisbman, “ your followers will soon find 
you outT Arthur and 1 are paltry ciphers, aud our abseivce might 
.easily pass pver unobserved ; but you are too important, a figure 
not to be missed and looked after, when the sum of your number is 
taken/* 

“ 1 well hope it will prove so,** said the Landatnnian, “^thougdi me- 
‘ thinks I, show but scurvily, shut up here like a cat in a cupboard, 
when he lias been stealing cream. — Arthur, my brave boy, dost thou 
isee no means of shooting back the bolt ? ’* 

Arthur, who bad been minutely examining the lock, replied in the 
negative ; and added, that they must take patience perforce, and 
arm themselves to wdt calmly their deliverance, which they could 
do nothing to accelerate. 

Arnold Biederman, however, felt somewhat severely the niTglect 
of his sons and companions. ^ 

“ All my youths, uncertain whether I am alive or dead, are taking 
the onportnnity of my absence, doubtless, for pillage and licence — 
and the politic Rudolph, 1 presume, cares not if I should never re- 
appear on the stage — the l^anneret, §nd the white-bearded fool Bon- 
stetten, who calls me his friend — every neighbour has deserted me — 
and yet they know that I am anxious for the safety of the most in- 
significant of them all, as dearer to me than my own. By heavens ! 
it looks like stratagem ; and shows as if tlie rash young men desired 
(o get rid a rule too regular and peaceful to bo pleasing to those 
who are eager for war and conquest.*’ 

The Landamnian, fretted out of his usual serenity of temper, and 
afraid of the misbehaviour of his countrymen in his absence, thus 
reflected upon his friends and ccimpanions, while the distant noise 
soon died away into the most absolute and total silence. 

“ What is to do now ? ” said Arthur Philipson. 1 trust they will 
take the opportunity of quiet to go through the roll-call, and inquire 
’ then who are amissing.” 

"" 111 seemed as if the young maR*s wish had some efficacy, for he had 
scarce uttered it before Mie lock was tui^cd, and the door let ajar by 
some one who escaped up<*staif§ from behind it, before those who 
were set at liberty ceiild obtain a glance of their deliverer. 

“ It is the jailer, doiibtleas,” said the Landamman, “ who may bo 
apprehensive, as he has some reason, that vro might prove more in- 
• censed at our detention in the dungeon, than grateful for our deliver- 
ance.’* 

As they spoke tlius they ageended the narrow stairs, and issued 
ifrom the door of the 6ate-l/buse tower, wliej-e % singular spectacle 
>jp.waited thefpi -The Swiss Deputies, and their escort, still remained 
? standing fast and fllm on the very stoot whore Hagcnbach had pro- 
posed to assail them. A few of tne late Governor’s soldiers, dis- 
' apmed, and cowering from the rage of a multitude of the citizens. 
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who now filled the streets, stood with downcast looks behind the 
phalanx of the niountaiuccrs 5 as their safest plaoo of retreat. But 
this Was not all. 

dTlie Cars, so lately placed to obstruct the passage of the street, 
were now joined together, and served to support a platform, or scaf- 
fidd, which had been hastily constructed of planks. On this was 
placed actcliair, in which sat a tall man, with his head, neck, and 
shoulders bare, the rest of bis body clothed in bright armour, llis 
countenance was as pale as death, yet young Philipson recognised 
the hard-hearted Oorcnior, Sir Arcnibaid de Hagenbach. He an- 
neared to be bound to' the chair. On his right, and close besiuti 
him, stood the Priest of Saint Paufs, muttering prayers, with his 
breviary in his hand ; while on his left, and somewhat behind the 
captive, appeared a tall #man, attired in red, and leaning with both 
hands on the naked sword, which has been desciibed on a former oc- 
casion* The instant that Arnold Biederman appeared, and before 
the Landamman could open bis lips to demand the meaning of what 
lie saw, the priest drew, back, the executioner stepped forward, the 
Bwoi-d was brandished, the blow was stinick, and the victim’s head 
rolled on the scaffold. A gcncml acclamation and clapping of hands, 
like that by which a crowded theatre approves of some well-grace^ 
performer, followed this feat of dexterity. While the headless corpse 
shot streams from the arteries, which were drunk up by the sawdust 
that strewed the scaffold, the CT^ecutione^ gracefully presented him- 
self alternately at the four corners of the stage, modestly bowing, a.s 
the multitude greeted him jjvith cheers of approbation. 

Nobles, knights, gentlemen of free-born blood, and good citizens " 
he said, who have assisted at this act of high justice, 1 pray you to 
bear me witness that tins judgment hath been execute'^ after tho 
form of the sentence, at one blow, and without stroke missed or re« 
pea ted.” * 

The acclamations were reiterated. 

“Long live our Scharfgcriclitcii Steinernherz, and many a tyrant 
may he do his duty on ! ” ' 

Noble friends,’’ said the executioner, with the deepest obeisance, 
“1 have 3 'et another word to say, and it must be a proud one. — God 
be gracious to tho soul of this good and noble knigiit. Sir Archibald 
de llageubacli. lie was the patroi'i of my youth, and my guide to 
the path ®f honour. Eight stops have I made towards freedom and 
nobility on the heads of free-born kiyghts and nobles, who have fallen 
by his authority and command ; and the ninth, by which I have at- 
tained it, is upon his own, in grateful memory of which i will expend 
this purse of gold, which but an hour since he bestowed on me, in 
masses for his soul. Gentleraen* noble friends, apd nov/ my equals, 
La Forette has lost a nobleman and gained one. Our Lady be 
gracious to the departed knight, Sir Arcliibald de Hagenbach, and 
bless and prosper the progress of Stephen Steinernheri? von Blut- 
sacker, now free afid r.oble of right ! ” ^ « 

With that he took tlie feather out of the ca^p of {lie decciisedi 

« 

1 Buc Note A. Sii' Archiba£U iU IIai/mbac7i, 
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'whicli, d with the blood of the wearer, lay near his body upon 
ihe scalibld, and putting it into his own oihcial bonnet, received the 
homag-c of the crowd in loud huzzas, which were pai^tly in earnci^t, 
partly in ridicule of such an unusual transformation, 

Arnold Biederman at length found breath, which the extremity of 
surprise had at first denied him; Indeed, the whole execiition had 
passed much too rapidly for the possibility of bis interference, 

^ Who has dared to act this trag'edy ? ” he said, indignantly ; " and 
hy what right lias it taken place .** * 

A cavalier, ri^ily dressed in blue, replied to the question-<- 

The free citizens of Bd.le have acted for themselves, as the fathei*s 
of Swiss liberty set them an example; and the tyrant De Ilagenbacli 
has fallen bj the same right which put to death the tyrant Geysler. 
We bore with him till bis cup was brimming over, and then we bore 
no longer.” 

I say not but tliat he deserved death,” replied the Landamman ; 
“ but for your own sake and for ours* you should have forborne him 
till the Duke’s pleasure was known.” 

Wiiat tell you us of the Duke r ” answered Laurenz Ncipperg, 
the same blue cavalier whom Arthur had seen at the secret rendez- 
vous of the Bil.lesc youth, in company with Rudolph, — “ Why talk 
you of Burgundy to us, who are none of his subjects ? The Em- 
peror,^ our only rightful lord, had no title to pawn the town and for- 
tifications of Da Forette, being as it IS a dependency of BMe* to the 
prejudice of our free city, tie might Jiave pledged the revenue, 
indeed ; and supposing him to have done so, the d^t has been paid 
twice over by the exactions levied by ySnder oppressor, who has 
now received his due. But pass on, Landamman of Unlerwalden. 
If our actfons displease you, abjure them at the footstool of the 
Duke of Burgundy ; but, ui doing so, abjure the memory of William 
Tell, and Htaufbachcr, of Furst, and Melchtal, the fathers of Swiss 
freedom.” « 

“ You speak truth,” said the Dandamman ; “ but it is in an ill- 
chosemand unhappy time. Patience would hu\e remedied your 
evils, wliich none felt more deeply, or would have redressed more 
Ovilliugly than I. But O, imprudent young man, you have thrown aside 
Jtie modesty of your age, and tlJb subjection you owe to your ciders. 
William Tell and his bvcth*’en were men ol* 3 ’ears and judgment, 
Imsbands and fathers, having a r^ht to he lieard in council, and to 
be foremost in action. Enougii, I leave it with the fathers and 
senators of your own city to acknowledge or to reprove your actions. 
— But you, my friends — you, Banneret of Berne — you, Rudolph — 
above all, you, Nicholas Bonstetten, my comrade and my friend, 
why did you not take this miserable man under your protection? 
The action would have shown Burgundy that we were slandered by 
}hose who have declared us (^irous of seeking a quarrel with him, 
pi;, of incitmgjhi^^ubjacts to revolt. Now, alt tlibsc prejudices will 
Se confirmeoin ,thc»minds of men mturally more tenacious of evil 
impreasions than of those which are ravoprable.” 

“ As. 1 live by breach good gossip and neighbour,” answered Ni- 
cllblas BonstettcM, “ I uiought to obey your injunctions to a tittle ; 
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SO much so, that I once thougfht of breakinff in and protecting the 
man, when Rudolph Donuerhugel reminded me, that your last 
Otiters were to stand firm, and let the men of BAle answer for their 
own actions ; and surely, said I to myself, iny gossip Arnold knows 
better than all of us what is fitting to be done.’* 

Ah, Adolph, Rudolph/' said the Landamman, looking on him 
with a displeased countenance, “ wert thou not ashamed thus to de- 
ceive an old man ? ” 

To say I deceived him is a hard Charge ; but from you, Lan- 
, damman,” answered the Bernese, with his usual deference, ** I can 
bear anything. I will only say that, being a member of this em- 
bassy, I am obliged to think, and to give my opinion as sucli, espe- 
cially when he is not present who is wise enough to lead and direct 
us all.” 

“ Thy words are always fair, Rudolph/’ replied Arnold Biederman, 
and I trust so is thy meaning. Yet there are times when I some- 
what doubt it. — But let disputes pass, and let me have jour advice, 
my friends ; and for that purpose go we where it may best profit ns, 
even to the church, where we will first return our thanks for our 
deliverance from assassination, and then hold counsel what next is 
to be done.” 

The Landamman led the way, accordingly, to the church of 8t 
Paul’s, while bis companions nssocif^tes followed in their order. 
This gave Rudolph, who, as youngest, suffered the others to pre- 
cede him, an opportunity to. beckon to liim the Lanclamraan’s el(li?at 
son, Rudiger, and whisper to him to get rid of the two Eiiglisli 
merchants. 

• Away with them, ray dear Rudiger, hj fair means, if possible ; 
but away with them directly. Thy father is besotted with these two 
Etjglish pedlars, and will listen to no other counsel ; and thou and I 
know', dearest Rudiger, that such men as these are uiifit to give 
laws to free-born Switzers, Gov the trumpery they have been 
robbed of, or as much of it as is extant, together as fast as thou 
canst, and send them a-travelHng in Heaven's iiame.” a 

Rudiger nodded intelligently, and went to offer liis services to 
expedite the departure of the elder Pbilipaon. He found the saga- 
cious merchant as desirous to escape from tlie scene of confusion 
now presented in the town, ha the young >Svri88 could be to urge bis 
departure. He only waited to f^jeover the casket of which Lie 
Hagenhach had possessed himself, and Rudiger Biederman set on 
foot a strict search after it, which was the more likely to be success- 
ful, tlmt the simplicity of the Sw’^iss prevented them from setting 
the true value upon its content«s.« A strict and hasty search was im- 
mediately instituted, both on the person of the dead De Hagenhach, 
on whicH the precious packet was iiof to be found, and^ on all who 
had approached hipa at his execution, 05: were supposed tp enjoy his^ 
confidence. *' * ^ ' S. * 

Young Arthur I^ipson woxfd gladb' hare availed ftimself of a 
few» moments to bid farewell to Anne of Geierstein. But the grey 
wimple was no longer seen in the ranks of the Switzers, and it wi^s * 
reasonable to think that, in the <fonfusion which followed the execu- 
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fcion of be Hag'eubacli, and the retreat of the leaders of the little 
she had made her escape into some of the adjacent houses, 
while the soldiers around her, no longer restrained by the prcs«ice 
Of their chiefs, had dispersed, some to search for the goods of which 
the Englishmen had been despoiled^ others doubtless to mingle with 
and join in the rmoicings of the Tibtorious youths of B41e. iind of 
. those burghers of La Perette bv whom the fortifications of the town 
hatl been ed'^ently surrendered. 

The cry amongst them was universal, •that Brisach, so long con- 
sidered as the curb of the Swiss Confederates, and the barrier against 
' their commerce, should henceforth be garrisoned, as their protection 
against the encroachments and exactions of tlie Duke of Burgundy 
and his officers. The whole town was in a wild but joyful jubilee, 
while the citizens vied with each other in offering to tb® Swiss 
every species of refreshment, and the youths who attended upon the 
mission hurried gaily, and in triumph, to profit by the circumstances 
which had so unexpectedly converted the ambuscade, so treacher- 
ously laid for them, into a genial and joyous reception. 

Amid this scone of confusion it was impossible for Arthur to quit 
his father, even to satisfy the feelings which induced him to wish for 
ih few moments at his own disposal. Sad, thoughtful, and sorrowful, 
amid the general joy, l)e remained with the ])arent whom he had so 
much reason to love and honour, to jissist him in securing and plac- 
ing on tlicir mule the various packages and bales whicli the honest 
Switzers Jiad recovered after the death^f De Hagenbaeh, and whicli 
they emulated each other in bringing to their rightful owner; 
while they were with difficulty prevailed on to accept the guerdon 
which th^ Englishman, from the means which he had still left upon 
his person, was disposed not merely to offer, but to force upon the 
restorers of liis propert}’^ and which, in their rude and simple ideas, 
seemed greatly to exceed the value of what they had recovered for 
liini. • 

This scene had scarcely lasted ten or fifreeii minutes, when 
lludoJpli Dminerliugel approacluHl the eMor riiilipson, and in a 
tone of great courtesy invitc<l him to join the council of tlie Chiefs 
of tlie Embf»sr.y of the Swiss Cantons, wIk), lie said, were desirous of 
‘iiaving the advantagje of h^s (Scpcrience upon some important ques- 
tions respecting their conduct on tbesef unexpected oGcuwenccs, 

“ 8ee to our afi'airn, Arthur, and stir not from the spot on wlnVh I 
leave you,” said rhilipsou to Tiis son. •'Look especially after tlie 
sealed packet of whicli I nms so infamously and illegally robbed ; its 
recoA-cry is of the utmost consequence/’^ 
jSo speaking, he instantly prepared himself to attend the Bernese, 
w’lio, in a confidential manner, wliispered, as ho wont arm-and-arm 
with liiiii l{i<vards tlio cliurcl^of St Paurs, — 

I think a man of your Wisdom will scarce ajjvise us to trust our- 
'?tlvc3 to th.sifmobd of the llnkc of BurgundPy, when he hn.s received 
Mich an i!ijur 3 ^'as*thc los^t of this fortress, and the execution of his 
c fficer. Yon, at least, Avould be too judicious to afford us any farther 
Urn advantage of 3 ’our company and society, since to do so would be 
wdlfuUy to e^igago in our ?hiinvroclj/' 
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“ I will give Tny best advice,” answered Plnlipson, “ when I sliall 
be more particularly acquainted with the circumstances undei* which 
it UL asked of me.’’ 

Kudolph muttered an oath, or angry exclamation, and led Philip- 
son to the church without farther argument. ^ ^ 

In a sip^l chapel a^joiniuff to the church, and dedicated to St 
Magnus tne Martyr, the four deputies were assembled in close con- 
clave around the shrine in which the sainted hero stood, armed as 
when he lived. The Priest of St Paul’s was also present, and seemed 
to interest himself deeply in the debate which was taking place. 
When Philipson entered, all were for a moment silent, until the 
Ijandamman addressed him thus : — Seignor Philipson, we esteem 
you a man far travelled, well versed in the manners of foreign lands, 
and acquainted with the conditions of this Duke Charles of Bur- 
gundy ; you are therefore fit to advise us in a matter of great 
weigut. You know with what anxiety we go on this mission for 
peace with the Duke ; you also know wlmt has this day happened^ 
which may probably be represented to Charles in tlie worst colours ; 
—would you advise us in such a case to proceed to the Duke’s pre- 
sence with the odium of this action attached to us; or should we do 
better to return home, and prepare for war with Burgundy?” 

How do your own opinions stand on the subject? ” said the ca: 
tious Englishman. 

are divided,” answercir the Banheret of Berne. — I have 
borne the banner of Berne against her foes for thirty years ; I am more 
willing to carry it against tne lances of the knights of Hainault and 
Lorraine, than to undergo the rude treatment which we must look 
to meet at the footstool of the Duke.” 

“We i)ut our heads in the lion's month if we go fonvard,” said 
Zimmerman of Soloure ; — ^Mny opinion is, tjiat we draw back.” 

“I would not advise retreat,” said Iludolpli Donnerhugcl, were 
my life alone concerned ; but the iliandamman of Unterwaldcn is 
the father of the United Cantons, and it would be parricide if I con- 
sented to put his life in peril. My advice is, that we return and 
that the Confederacy stand on tlieir defence.” 

"My opinion is dilferent,” said Arnold Biederman; "nor will I 
forgive any man who, whether in sincere or feigned friendsliip, places 
my poor life in the scale witlbthc advantage of the Cantons. If we 
go forward, w'e risk our heads— be it so. But if we turn back, we 
involve our country in war* with a pbwer of the first magnitude in 
Europe. Worthy citizens ! you arc brave in fight — show your forti- 
tude as boldly now ; and let us not hesitate to incur such personal 
danger as may attend ourselves, if by doing so we can gain a chance 
of peace for our country.” 

"I think and vote with my neighbour and gossip, An^fjld Bicder- 
inan,” said the laconic deputy from SchSjptz. 

"You hear how we are divided in opinion,” staid tlie UandammaMb 
to Philipson. "What is your opinion 

"I would first ask of you,” saiil tlic Englisliman, " wdiai'has been 
your part in the storming of a town occupied by the Duke’s forces, 
and putting to death his Governor?” 
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**jSo lielp me. Heaven,” sui<i the Landamman, "as I knew not of 
any purpose of storinin^if the town until it unexpectedly took place ! ” 
And for the execution of De Haffenbach,” said the Black Pj-^st, 
“ I swear to yon, stranger, by iny holy order, that it took place under 
the direction of a competent court, whose sentence Charles of Bur- 
^uudy himself is bound to respect, and whose proceediug^the Depu- 
ties of the Swiss mission could neither have advanced nor retarded.’^ 
If such be the case, and if you can really prove yourselves free 
of these proceedings,” answered Philip£K>n, which must needs be 
liigliiy resented by the Duke of Burgundy, I would advise you by all 
means to proceed upon your journey ; with the certainty that you 
will obtain from that prince a just and impartial hearing, and it may 
be a favourable answer. 1 know Charles of Burgundy — I may even 
say that, our different ranks and w^alks of life considered, 1 know 
him well. He will be deeply incensed by the first tidings of what 
lias here chanced, which he will no doubt interpret to vour disfavour. 
But if, in the course of investigation, you are able to efear yourselves 
of these foul imputations, a sense of his own injustice may perhaps 
^.urn the balance in your favour, and, in that case, he will rush from 
the excess of censure into tliat of indulgence. But your cause must 
be firmly stated to the Duke, by some tongue better acquainted w’ith 
llic language of courts than yours; and such a friendly interpreter 
might 1 liave proved to yon, had I not been plundered of the valuable 
packet which I bore with ^ne in orc^*r to present to the Duke, and 
in testimony of my commission to him.” 

paltry fetch,” whispered Donnernugel to the Banneret, “that 
the trader may obtain from us satisfaction for the goods of which he 
has been nluudci^.” 

The Jj^dammaii himself vras perhaps for a moment of the same 
opinion. « 

“Mercliant,” he said, W'c hold ourselves bound to make good to 
you — tliat is, if our substauco c%i\ effect it — whatever loss you may 
nave sustained, trusting to our protection.” 

that we will,” said the old man of Scliwilz, “ should it cost 
ns tiventy zecliiiis to make it good.” 

“To your guarantee of immunity 1 can have no claim ” said Philip- 
• son, seeing I parted company with you before I sustained any Joss. 
And I regret the loss, not so much' for its value, although that is 
greater than you may fancy, but chiefly because that the contents of 
the casket I bore being a tbkeif betwixt s# person of considerable im- 
portance and the Duke of^urgundy, I shall not, 1 fear, now that I 
am deprived of them, receive from his Grace that credence which I 
desire, both for my own sake and y<yrs. Without them, and speaking 
only in the person of a private traveller, I may not take upon me ns 
1 might IiQ^vc done, when using the names of the persons whose 
, mandate's 1 carried.” 

^ “This Imjjgntant packet,” said the Lan dam tftan, “ shall be most 
‘ rigorously soughtrfor, and carefully redelivered to thee. For oiw- 
selves, not a Swiss of us knows the value of ifs contents ; so that if 
they are in the hands of any of our nifen, they will be relimied of 
^oiirse as baubles, upon which they set no value.” 
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As he spoke, there was a knocking at tlie door of tlic cha]>eL 
Budolph, who stood nearest to it, havnig' held some communication 
with those without, observed with a smile, which he instantly re- 
pressed, lest it had given oflteuco to Arnold Biederman—*' It is 8igis- 
muttd, the good youth — Shall I admit him to our council ? ’’ 

“To what pui'pose, poor simple lad ?" said his father, with a sor- 
rowful smile. 

“ Yet let mo undo the dooi*/' said I^hilipson ; “ he is anxious to 
enter, and perhaps Im brings news. I have observed, Laudamman, 
that the young man, thouj^i with slowness of ideas and expression, 
is strong in liis principles, and sometimes happy in his conceptions. 

He admitted Sigismuiid accordingly ; while Arnold Biedermau 
felt, on the one hand, the soothing compliment which Philipson had 
paid to a boy, certainly the dullest of his family, and, on tho othen*, 
feared some public display of his son’s infirmity, or lack of under-- 
standing. Sigismuiid, how’ever, seemed all confidence ; and he cer- 
tainly had reason to be so, since, as the shortest inode of explanation, 
ho presented to Philipson the necklace of diamonds, with tlie casket 
ill which it had been dexiosited. 

“Tills pretty thing is yours,” he said. “1 understand so much 
from your son Arthur, who tells me you would be glad to have it 
again.” 

“ Most cordially do I thank you/’ said (be merchant. The neck- 
lace is certainly mine ; that is," tfce packet. cf which it Ibnued the con- 
tents was under my charge ; and it is at this moment of greater 
additional value to me than ‘even its actual worth, since it serves ua 
my iiledge and token for the performance of an important mission. 
—And how, my young friend,” he continued, addressing Sigismuiid, 
“ have you been so fortunate as to recover what wo have jTJUght foi* 
hitherto in vain ? Let me return my best acknowledgments ; and 
do not think me over-curious if I ask how it reached yon ?” 

For that matter,” said Sigisimmd, “ the story is .soon told. 1 had 
planted myself as near the scaftbld us 1 coidd, haring never belicid 
an execution before; and I observed the executioner, ivho 1 thought 
did his duty very cleverly, just in the monieut that lie spread a* cloth 
over the body of Pe liagenbach, snatch something from the dead 
mail’s bosom, and huddle it liastily iute his own ; so, w hen tho niimrai' 
arose that,jan article of valuu was amissing, I hurried in quest of the 
fellow. I found ho had bespoke masses to the extent of a hundred 
crowns at the high altar o£,ISt Paurs*, and I traced liim to the tavern 
of the village, where someill-lookingmcp were joyously drinking to 
him as a free citizen and a noblemen. 8o I stepped in amongst them 
with my partisan, and demanded of his lordship either to sun euder to 
me what lie had thus possessed hilnself of, or to try the weight of tho 
Weapon I carried. His lordship, my Lord Hangman, lucsitatcd, and 
was about to make a brawl. But I waiyionicthing licrtuUptory, and 
so he judged it besKo gi\e me the parcel, which I twistjou, Soignor 
Philipson, will find safe and entire as it was tiucep frbai you. AnJl- 
— ana — 1 left them to conclude thfcir festivities— and that is the wlioht 
of the story.” ^ 

“ Thou art a brave lad,” said Philipson’ ; “ and with a heart alway^i 
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rights the head can seldom be far wrong. But the Church shall not 
lose its dues, and 1 take it on myself, ere I leave La Ferette, to pay 
for the masses which the man h&d ordered for the sake of De Hageu^ 
bach's soul, snatched from the world so unexpectedly/' * 

Sigisiriund was about torejply; but Philipson, fearing he might 
bring out some foolery to diminish the sense which his father had 
so joyously entertained of his late conduct, immediately a<Ked, Hhc 
• away, my good youtli, and give to my son Arthur this precious casket." 

With simple exultation at receiving applause to which he was little 
accustomed, Sigismund took his leave, and the council were once 
more left to their own privacy. 

There w^as a moment/s silence; for the Landamman could not 
overcome the feeling of exquisite pleasure at the sagacity which poor 
Sigismuud, whose general conduct warranted no such expectations, 
had displayed on the present occasion. It was not, however, a feeling 
to which circumstances permitted him to give vent, and he reserved 
it for his own secret enjoyment, as a solace to the anxiety which he 
had hitherto entertained concerning the limited intellect of this 
simple-minded young man. When lie spoke, it was to Philipson, 
with the usual candour and manliness of his character. 

Seignor Philipson,” he said, ** ive will hold you bound by no offer 
wliicli you made while tliese glittering matters were out of your pos- 
session ; because a man may often think, that if he were in such and 
such a* situation, he woultkbe able to achieve certain ends, which, that 
position being attained, he may find himself unable to accomjilish. 
But I now ask you, whether, having' tlifts fortunately and unexpect- 
edly regained nossessiou of what yoii^say will give you certain 
credence with the ^Juke of lJurgundy,yuu conceive yourself entitled 
to nicdiattt >vitli liiin on your behalf, as you forineriy proposed ? ” 

All bent forward to hear the merchant’s answer. 

‘•Ijandainmaii," he refilled, ‘'1 never spoke the word in difficulty 
which 1 was not ready to redeem when ihat difficulty was removed. 
You say, and 1 believe, lluit you had no concern with this storming 
of La Ferette. You say also, that the life of De Ilagenbacii w^as 
takeifby a judicature over which you had no control, and exercised 
none — let a protocol be drawn up. averring these circumstances, and, 
,as far as possible, proviim theiiA Intrust it to me, — under seal, if you 
will, — and if such points he established, J will pledgee my word as a — 
as a— as an honest man and a true-born Englishman, thaP the I)uke 
of Burgundy will neither detain nor offej; you any personal iiijury. 
I also hope to show to Charles strong and weighty reasons why a 
league or friendship betwflcfc Burgundy and the uiiited Cantons of 
liej^etia is. on his Grace's part, a wise and generous measure. But 
it is possible I may fail in this last*point; and if I do, I shall deeply 
grieve for it/ In warranting your safe passage to the Duke's court, 
,and your safe return from it#to your own country, I think I cannot 
f If t do, ir)^ own life, and tliat of my J>elaved and only child, 
“stiall pay thd^nhsqpi for my excess of confidence in the Duke's justice 
and honour." " 

The otlier deputies stood silent, and looked on the Landamman ; 
Imt Rudolph Dipinerhugel spoke. 
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" Are we then to trust our own lives, and, what is still dearer to iis, 
that of our honoured associate, Arnold Biederman, on the simple word 
of a foreigii trader ? We all know the temper of the Duke, and how 
vitMictivelj and relentlessly he has ever felt towards our country and 
its interests. Methinks tliis English merchant should express the 
nature of his interest at the court of Burgundy more plainly, if he 
expects ufi to place such implicit reliance in it.’^ 

* That, Seignor Rudolph Donnerliugel,” replied the merchant, “I 
find myself not at liberty to do. I pry not into your seci*ets, whether 
th^ belong to you as a body or as individuiils. My own are sacred. 
If I consulted my own safety merely,! sliould act most wisely to part 
company with you here. But the object of your mission is peace ; 
and your sudden return, after what has chanced at La Ferette, whl 
make war inevitable. I think I can assure you of a safe and free 
audience from the Duke, and I am willing, for the chance of securing 
the peace of Christendom, to encounter any personal peril whicL 
inay attach to myself.” 

^‘Say no more, worthy Pliilipson,” said the Landatnman; “thy 
good faith is undoubted on our part, and ill-luck is his who cannot 
read it written on thy manly forehead. We go forward then, pre- 
pared to risk onr own safety at the hand of a despotic prince, rather 
than leave undischarged the mission which our country has intnisfed 
113 with. He is but half a brave man who will risk his life only in 
the field of battle. There are other dangc^i's, to front v/hicli is equally 
honourable; and since the weal of Switzerland demands that we 
should encounter tliem, not 'one of us will hesitate to take the ri^k.” 

The other members of the mission bowed in npsent, and tlio con- 
clave broke up to prepare for their farther enti ance iu liurgnndy. 


CHAPTER XVIL 

Upon tlie mountain’s heathei'y siiic. 

The day’s last lustre shono. 

And rich wiiii many a radiant hue. 

Gleam’d gaily on tlie Uhone. 

r SOUTIIICV. 

The English merchants, was now' much consulted by the Swiss 
Commissioners in all their motions. Ilg exhorted them to proceed 
with all despatch on their journey, so as to carry to the Duke their 
own account of the affair of Brisacli, and thus anticipate all nin^^urs 
less favourable to their conduct bn the occasion. For this purpose 
Pliilipson recommended that the Deputies, dismissingMheir escort, 
wliose arras and numbers might give upibrage and suspicion, while 
they were too few fis»r defence, should themselves <§)roQeeO by ra]qd 
journeys on horseback towards Dijon, or wherever the Duke might 
chance to be for the time. 

This proposal w^as, how’ever, formally resisted by tbo very person 
who had hitherto been the most ductile of the party, ami the 
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echo of tiie Landammati’s pleasure. Ou tlie present occasion, not- 
withstanding that Arnold Biederman declared the advice of Philip- 
son excellent, Nicholas Bonstetten stood in absolute and insurmount- 
able opposition; because, having hitherto trusted to liis own li^bs 
for transporting himself to and fro on all occasions, he could by no 
means be persuaded to commit himself to the discretion of a horse. 
As he was found obstinately positive on this subject, it .vas finally 
determined that the two Englishmen should press forward on their 
journey, with such speed as they might, and that the elder of 
them should make the Duke ac(]uaintea with so much as to tlie cap- 
ture of La Ferette, as he had himself witnessed of the matter. The 
particulai's which had attended the death of De Hagenbach, the 
Landarnman assured him, would ])e sent to tiie Duke by a person of 
confidence, whose attestation on the subject could not be doubted. 

Tliis course was adopted, as Philipson expr ssed his confidence of 
getting an early and private audience with his Grace of Burgundy. 

“ My best intercession,” he said, ‘'you have a good right to reckon 
upon ; and no one can bear more direct testimony tlian 1 can to the 
ungovernable cruelty and rapacity of De Hagenbach, of wliich I had 
so nearly been the victim. But of his trial and execution, I neither 
know nor can tell anything ; and as Duke Charles is sure to demand 
why oxeention was done upon his officer without an appeal to his 
own tribunal, it Avill be well that yon either provide me with such 
facts as you have to statjp, or send forward, at least, as speedily as 
possible, the evidence which you have to lay before him on that most 
weio'lity branch of the subject” $ 

'ine proposal of the lucrcliant created^some visible oniliarrassmcnt 
on the countenance of the »Swiss, and it wm with obvious hesitation 
that Arnold Biederman, having led liim aside, addressed him in a 
whisper — 

“My good friend,” said, “mysteries are in general like the 
hateful mists wliich disfigure the noblest features of natiiro; yet, like 
mists, they will sometimes intervene when we most desire their 
absence — when we most desire tu be plain and explicit Tlie man- 
ner ftf De Hagenbach’s death, you saw— we will take care that the 
Duke is iiiforincd of the authority by which it was inflicted. Tliis is 
all that I can at present tell ygu on the subject; and let me add, that 
the less you speak of it with any one, voii 'will be the more likely to 
esea]je inconvenience,” 

“ Worthy Laiularaman,” ftaul*the Englishman, “ I am also by nature, 
and from the habits of my country, a Ji^r of mysteries. Yet, such 
is my linn confidence in y^ur truth and honour, that you shall be my 
guide in these dark and secret transactions, even as amongst the 
niTsts and precipices of your native land, and I rest contented in 
either caseAo place unlimited confidence in your sagacity. Let me 
only recommend that your, explanation with Charles be instant, as 
well as clear and candid. •Such being the case, I trust my poor inte- 
rest with ri!e*lJiikc*may be reckoned for ifi)metbing in your favour. 
Here then we part, but, as I trus^ soon to nijeet again.” 

The elder Plulipaon now rejoined his son, whom he directed to hire 
.liorhjcs, together with a guide, to conduct them with all speed to thei 
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presence of the Duke of Burfifuudy. By various inquiries in the town, 
and especially amon^ the somiers of the slain De Ha^enbaeh^ they at 
lengfth learned that Charles had been of late occupied in takings po^es*> 
siq^i of Lorraine, and, bein^ now suspicious of unfriendly dispositions 
on the part of the Emperor of Germany, as well as of Sigismund, Duke 
of Austria, had drawn a considerable part of his army together near 
Strasburg^ in order to be prepared against any attempt of these 

E rinces, or of the Free Imperial Cities, whicli might interfere with 
is course of conquest. The Duke of Burgundy, at this period, well 
deserved his peculiar epitffet of the Bold, since, surrounded by ene- 
mies, like one of the nobler animals of the chase, he yet astounded, 
by his stern and daring countenance^ not only the princes and states 
we have mentioned, but even the Kmg of France, equally powerful, 
and far more politic, than himself. 

To his camp, therefore, the English travellers bent their way, 
each full of such deep and melanwoly reflection, as, perhaps, pre- 
vented his bestowing much attention on the other’s state or mind. 
They rode as men deeply immersed in their owni thoughts, and with 
less intercourse than had been usual betwixt them on their former 
journeys. The nobleness of the elder Pbilipson’s nature, and lus 
respect for the Landarnnian’s probity, joined with gratitude for his 
hospitality, had prevented him from separating his cause from that 
of the Swiss Deputies, nor did he now repent his generosity in ad- 
hering to them. But when he recollected nature and importance 
of the personal afiairs which he himself hati to despatch with a proud, 
imperious, and irritable prince, he could not but regret the circuiu- 
stances wbicli liad involved bis own particular niissjon, of so much 
consequence to himself and^his friends, with that of persons likel,v 
to be so liiglily obnoxious to the Duke as Arnold Biedermaf i and l»is 
companions; and, liowevcr grateful for the ht)spitaKty of Oeierstcin, 
lie regretted, nevertheless, the circu instances which had obliged 
him to accept of it. 

The thoughts of Arthur were no Lss anxious, iie found himself 
anew separated from the object to which liis thoughts were, almost 
against liis own will, constantly returning. And this second sejjiira- 
tion had taken place after he had incurred an additional load of 
gratitude, and found new as well as more mysterious ft»od for his 
ardent imagination. How was he t5 reconcile the character and 
attributes of Ainic of Geier^teiu, wdiom he had known so gentle, 
candid, pure, and simple, with those the daughter of a sage ami 
of an elementary spirit, td wdioin night was as day, and an im- 
pervious dungeon the same as the open pcf/tico of a temple ? Oouh 
they be identified as the same being"? or, while strictly alike ii 
shape and lineament, was the onoia tenant of the earth," the otlfer 
only a phantom, permitted to show itself among those \}f a nature 
in which she did not partake? Above * a 11, must he never see lier 
more, or receive from her own lips an explanation o| the mysteries 
which were so awfull/en twined with his recollections of her ? Such " 
were the questions which occupifd the mind of ftie younger tra- 
veller, and prevented him froip interrupting, or even observing, the 
reverie in which his father was plunged 
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Ilnd cither of the travellers been disposed to derive amusonient 
from the country tlirougii which their road lay, the vicinity of 4he 
Rliinc was w'ell qualified to afford it. The g:rouud on the left bank 
of that noble river is indeed rather flat and tame ; and tlio menu* 
tains of Alsace, a rid^e of which sweeps along its course, do not ap- 
proach so near as greatly to vary the level surface of the valley 
which divides them from its shores. But the broad stream itseli'^ 
hurrying forward with dizzy rftpidity, and rushing around the islets 
by which its course is interrupted, is one pf the most majestic spec- 
tacles in nature. The right bank is dignified at once, and adorned, 
by the numerous eminences covered with wood and interspersed 
with valleys, which constitute tiie district so well known by the name 
of the Black Forest, to which superstition attached so many terrors, 
and credulity such a variety of legends. Terrors, indeed, it had, of 
a real and existing character. The old castles, seen from time to 
time ou tlie banks of the river itself, or on the ravines and large 
brooks whidi flow into it, were then no picturesque ruins, rendered 
interesting by the stories which were told about their former in- 
habitants, but constituted the real and apparently impregnable 
strongholds of that llbbber-ehivalry whom we have already fre- 
quently mentioned, aiubof whom, since Goethd, an autlior born to 
itroiise thc slumbering' fame of Ins country, has dramatised the story 
of Goetz of Berlichingen, we have had so many spirit-stirring tales. 
The danger attending tlio vicinity of these fortresses was only 
known on the right, or German bank of the Rhine, for the breadth 
and depth of tluit noble stream eficct ually prevented any foray of 
their inhabitants from reatjhiiig Alsace. The former was in posses- 
sion of the Cities or Free Towns of the Finpire, and thus the feudal 
tyranny <tt* the German lords was cliiefiv exerted at the expense of 
their own countrymen, \vho, irritated and exhausted witli tlioir rapine 
and oppression, were cOrai)elled to erect barriers ugfiinst it, of a 
luitui e as interesting and extraordinary, as were the wTougs from 
wdiich tliey endeavoured to protect themselves. 

But tlie left bank of the river, over great part of wiiicli Charles of 
Bur^ndy exercised his authority, under various characters, was 
under 'the regular protection of the ordinary magistrates, who Avere 
supported in the dischai’ge of J^eir duty by large baiuis of mercenary 
soldiers. These were malatained by (^harlcs out of his private re- 
venue ; he, as Avell a.s his rii^iil Louis and other princes ol^ihe period, 
having diseavered that the fei^clal system gave an incouveuient de- 
gree of inde])cndence to their A'assals, mid thinking, of course, that 
it was better t(» substitutc^iu its place a standing army, consisting of 
Free Companies, or soldiers by profession. Itmy furnished most of 
tliese bands, mdiich composed the »ire 2 igth of Charles's army, at least 
the part of in which he most trusted. 

Our tnivelleiv, therefore^iursued their way by the banks of the 
river, in •as great a degree of security as cou^ w'cll be enjoyed in 
that violen^lid^dii^tracted time, until at Ticngth the father, after 
having eyed for some time tlic pei|5oij wdioiu Arthur had hired to be 
tlioir guide, suddenly asked of his soa who or what the man Avas. 
Arthur vo])ricd^ that he luul been too eager to get ti person Avho 
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knew tlie road, and was 'willing* to show it, to be very particnlai* in 
inipiiring into his station or occupation ; but that he thought, from 
ihe.man^ appearance, he roust be one of those itinerant ecclesias- 
tic^, who travel through the country with relics, pardons, and other 
religious trinkets, and were in general hut slightly respected, except- 
ing by the lower orders, on whom those venders of superstitious 
waves were often accused of practising gross deceptions. 

The man's nppeai’ance was rather that of a lay devotee, or palmer, 
bound on his pilgrimage different shrines, than of a mendicant 
friar, or questionary. He wore the hat, scrip, staff, and coarse dal- 
matic, somewhat like the military cloak of the modern hussar, which 
were used by such persons on their religious peregrinations. Saint 
Peter’s keys, rudely shaped out of some scarlet rag of cloth, ap- 
peared on the back of his mantle, placed, as heralds say, salllro wise. 
This devotee seemed a man of fifty and upwards, well-made, and 
stout, for his age, v/ith a cast of countenance Avhicli, though not 
positively ugly, was fiir from being well-favoured. There, was 
shrewdness, and an alert expression in his eye and actions, wliicli 
made some occasional contrast with the sanctimonious demeanour 
of the character he now bore. This difference betwixt his dress and 
physiognomy was by no means uncommon among persons of his 
description, many of whom embraced this mode of life, raiher to 
indulge roving and idle habits, than from any religious call. 

‘•Who art thou, good fellow said the Welder Philipson; “and by 
what name am I to call thee while we are fellow-travellers ? 

“ Ihirtholomew, sir,” said^the man ; “ Brother Bartholomciv — T 
might say Bartliolomseus, bpt it does not become a poor lay brother 
like me to aspire to the honour of a learned termination.” 

“And whither does thy journey tend, good Brother Bartholo- 
mew ? ” 

“In whichever direction your w'orship eliooscs to travel, and to 
require my services as guide,” answereu the palmer; “alwa 3 ^a pre- 
mising you allow me leisure for my devotions at such holy stations 
as we pass on our route.” 

“Tliat is, thine own journey hath no i>rofesscd or pressing object 
or end?” said the Englishman. 

“None, as jmiir w’orship says, peculiar,” said the itinerant ; “or I 
might rather say, that my joj^iiey, good sir, embraces so many ob- 
jects, that il is matter of indifference to me wdiicli of tliem I accom- 
plish first. My vow hindsa me for Cour years to travel from one 
shrine, or holy place, to another; hut 1 am not directly tied to visit 
them by any precise rule of rotation.” 

That is to say, thy vow of pilgrimage does not prevent thee from 
hiring th^-self to wait upon travellei^ as their guide,” replied Philipson. 

“ If 1 can unite the devotion I owe to the blessed saints whose 
shrines 1 visit, with a service rendered a wandering fellow-crea- 
ture who desires to ,be directed upon Ins joun^ey, *T dc^ maintain,” 
replied Bartholomew, tliat the objects are easiV to* be reconciled 
to eaeli other,” 

“ BH])Gcially as a little worklly profit may tend to cement the .two 
‘ duties ti'gcther, if otherwise incompatible ” said Philjpsou, 
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*‘It pleases yotir hoiioui* to say so,” replied the pilgrim ; ‘M)ut you 
yourself may, If you will, derive from my good company somelliiiig 
more than tlie mere knowledge of the road in which you propose to 
‘ travel. 1 can make your journey more edifying by legends of tuc 
■ blessed saints whose holy relics I have visited, and pleasing, by the 
story of the wonderful things which I have seen and heard in iny 
travels. I can impart to you mi opportunity of providing yourself 
With his Holiness^s pardon, not only for the sins which you have 
committed, but also granting^ou indulgence for future errors.” 

** These things are highly available, doubtless,” replied the mer- 
"Vchant ; “ but, good Bartholomew, when I desire to speak of them, I 
apply to my father confessor, to wliom I have been uniformly regu- 
lar in committing the charge of my conscience, and w ho must he, 
therefore, well acquainted with my state of mind, and best accus- 
tomed to pi-escribe what its case may require.” 

** Nevertheless,” said Bartholomews ‘‘ 1 trust your W'orship is too 
religious a man, and too sound a Catholic, to pass any hallowed 
station without endeavouring to obtain some share of the benefits 
which it is the means of dispensing to tliosc w'ho are ready and will- 
ing to deserve them. More especially as all men, of wdiatever trade 
and degree, hold respect to the holy saint who patroniseth Ins ow'ii 
mystery ; so I hope you, being a merchant, will not pass the Chapel 
of Oiir Lady of the JPerry, without making some fitting orison.” 

^‘Friend Bartholomew,” mid Philipson, “ I have not heard of the 
shrine which you recommend to me; and, as my business is pressing, 
it were better worth my w hile to make a pilgrimage hither on pur- 
pose to make mine homage at a fitter sea3on, than to delay my jour- 
ney at present. This, God willing,! will not fail to do, so that 1 may 
he Jiclcl excused for delaying my reverence till I can pay it more 
respectfully, aud at greater leisure.” 

‘‘ May it please you not to be wroth,” said the guide, “ if I say that 
your behaviour in this 'matter is like that of a fool, who, finding a 
treasure by the roadside, omits to put it in his bosom, and carry it 
along jvith him, proposing to return from a distance on a future 
day, or express purpose to fetch it.” 

Philipson, something astonished at the man’s pertinacity, w^aa 
about to answer hastily and uagfilv, but was prevented by the arrival 
of three strangers, who rode hJIstify up Srom behind tliem.r. 

The foremost of these was a young female, most elegantly attired, 
and mounted upon a Spanish jehnet, whiali she reined wdth singular 
grace and dextenty. She ^yore on her right hand such a glove as 
that which was used to carry hawks, and had a merlin perched upon 
it. Her head was covei’ed with a montero cap, and. as was frequently 
the custom at/the period, she wore’on her face a kind of black silk 
vizard, wdiicli effectually concealed her features. Notwithstanding 
4lns disguise, Arthur Philip^n’s heart sprung high at the appear- 
ance of tlfesqiet^pngers, for he was at once cai'tain he recognised the 
'"inatchleBs form of the Swiss maiden, by wdioiii his miiid^ was so 
anxiously occupied. Her attendants) were a falconer with his hunt- 
ing pple, and a female, both apparei^tly her domestics. ^ The elder 
Philipson, who had no such accuracy of recollection as his son maui- 
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fested upon the occasion, saw in the fair strang'er only goine dame 
or damsel of eminence engaged in the amusemejit of Imwlcing, and 
return to a brief salutation, merely asked her, wiili suitable 
courtesy, as the case demanded, whether she had spent the morning 
in good* sport. . 

‘‘Indifferent, good friend,” said the lady. I dare not fly my 
hawk so near the broad rirer, lest he should soar to the other side* 
and so I might lose my companion. But I reckon on finding better 
game when I liayo crosseii to the other side of the ferry, vmich wc 
are now approaching.” 

" Then your ladyship,” said Bartholomew, will hear mass in Hans* 
Chapel, and pray for your success ? ” 

“ I were a heathen to pass the holy place without doing so,” 
replied the damsel 

That, noble damsel, touches the point we were hut now talking 
of,” said the guide Bartholomews **for know, fair mistress, tliat 1 
cannot persuade this worthy gentleman how deeply the success of 
his enterprise is dependent upon his obtaining the blessing of Our 
Lady of tlie Ferry.” 

“The good man,” said Hie young maiden, seriously, and oven 
severely, “must know little of the Rhino, I will explain to tlie 
gentleman the propriety of following your advice.” 

She then rode cloRe to young Pliiiipson, and spoke in Swiss, for 
she had hitherto used the German langungo, “ Do not start, hut hear 
Tuo ! ” and the voice vras that of Anne of (teierstoin. “ J>o not, T say, 
he surprised — or at least show not yonr wonder — your are hostd ]ty 
dangers. On this road, Especially, your business is known — your 
lives are laid in wait for. Cross over the river at thj‘ Fcfrry of 
the chapel, or Ilaiis^ Ferry, as it is usually termed.” " "• 

Hoie the guide drew so near to them^ that it was imiiossihlo for 
her to continue the conversation without being overheard. At that 
same inoniont a woodcock sprung ^from some hushes, and the young 
lady threw off her merlin in pursuit. 

“ Sa ho — sa ho — wo ha! ” nollowed the falconer, in a note wdneh 
made llic thicket ring again ; and away he rode in pursuit. ’Fho 
elder Philipson and the guide himself followed the chase eagerly^ 
tvitli their eyes, so attractive was tbenove of that brave sport to incil 
of ail rairf\s. 15ut the voic6 of the maiden was a lure, which would 
have sumnioncd Arthur's attentioji from rnattcr.« more deeply 
interesting. ' 

Cross the Rhine,” she again repeated, “ at the Ferry to Kirch-liolf, 
on the other side of the river. Take your lodging.s at the Golden 
Fleece, where you will find a gufele to Strasburg. I must stay liere 
no longer.” ^ 

So saying, the damsel raised herself in her saddle, struck her 
horse lightly with the loose reins, and the mettled animal, already 
impatient at her dSayi and the eager hurst of its*\;ornpanionR* flew^ 
forward at such apaeje, as if he had meant to ciffiihite the flight of 
the hawk, and of the prey pursued. Tlie lady and her attendants 
soon vanlshod from the sight of the travellers. ^ 

A deep silence for some time ensued, during wliicii Artluir studied 
how t<'M:r.7n’unnicii^o the M'omiiri" he 
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ifiG suspicions of their guide. But the old man broke silence him- 
i self, saying to Bartholomew, ** Put your horse into more motion, 
pray you, and ride onward a few yards ; I would hare some privi^e 
t onference with my son.” 

i The guide obeyed, and, as if with the purpose of showing a mind 
too profoundly occupied by hearenly matters, to admit a thought 
concerning those of tnis transitory world, he thundered forth a hymn 
in praise of Saint Wendelin the Shepherdvin a strain so discorciant, 
ns startled every bird from every bush by wnich they passed. There 
%)vas never a more unmelodious melody, whether sacred or profane, 
* ihan that under protection of which the elder Phiiipson tnua con- 
ferred with his son. 

“ Arthur/’ he said, I am much convinced that iliis howling hypo- 
critical va^grant has some plot Won us ; and I had wellnigh deter- 
mined, that the best mode to bame it would be to consult my own 
opinion, and not his, as to our places of repose, and the direction of 
our joufnc 3 '.’' 

Your judgment is correct, as usual,” said his son. “I am well 
convinced of yonder man’s treachei-y from a whisper in which tlmt 
^ maiden informed me that w'e ought to take the road to >Strasburg, by 
! -Sie eastern side of the river, and for that purpose cross over to a 
place called Kirch-hoff on the opposite bank.” 

“Do you advise this, Artl|ur ? rep^ed his father. 

“ I will jdedge my life for the faith of this young person,” replied 
Ills son. • 

“What!” said his father, “because s]^e sils her palfrey fairly, 
iOKl shows a faultless shape ? Such is the reasoning of a bo}- — and 
Yct my ow\^ old and cautious heart feels inclined to trust her. If our 
secret is known in this land, there are doubtless many who may be 
.lisposed to think they ha\'^ an interest in barring my* access to the 
Oukc of Burgundy, even by the most violent means ; and well you 
know that 1 should on ray side hold my life equally cheap, could l3is- 
cljargc mine errand at the price of laying it down. I tell thee, Arthur, 
i/lif mind reproaches me for taking hitherto over little care of cn- 
^ mg the discharge of my commission, owing to the natural deaij e I 
I to keep thee in my compim;^. There now lie before us two waj s, 
7»ofli perilous and uncertain, iJy which we may reach the Duke’s 
(yourt. We may follow this guide, and take the chance of USs fidelity, 
or we may adopt the hint of yoniJer damsel-errant, and cross over to 
Ihe other side of tlio Rhine, aud again ro|;i!Lss the river at Strasburg. 
Both roads are perhaps equally perilous. I feel it my duty to dimin- 
ish the risk of the miscarriagei of my commission, by sending thee 
across to the r\ght bank while I puiieue my proposed cours<? upon the 
left . Thus, if one of us be intercepted, the other may escape, and 
the important comniissipn whj^h he bears may be duly executed.” 

“ Alas, my father ! ” said Arthur, “ how is it j)ossible for me to 
t>boy you, wheJJ by*(^oiitg so I must leave fbu Alone, to incur so many 
/iangers, to struggle with so many difficulties, in. which my aid. might 
^e at least willing, though it could only l)|p weak ? Whatever bmll 
ps.in these delicate and dangerous eircumatances, let us at least meet 
it in company.” 
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•* ArLliur, my beloved son,” said his father, in parting from thee 
I am splitting mine own heart in twain ; but the same duty ivhieh 
evnmands us to expose our bodies to death, as peremptorily orders 
ns not to spare our most tender affections. We must part.”^ 

Oh, then,” replied his son e^erly, let me at least jjrevail in one"" 
point. Do thou, my father^ cross the Rhine, and let me prosecute 
the journey by the route originally proposed.” 

** And why, 1 pray you,” answered the merchant, " should I go one 
of those roads in prefereifte to the other ? ” 

‘•Because,” said Arthur eagerly, “ I would waiTant yonder maiden* 
faith with my life.” 

“ Again, young man ? ” said his father ; “ and wherefore so confi 
dent in that young maiden’s faith ? Is it merely from the confidence 
which youth reposes in that which is fair and pleasing, or liave you 
had farther acquaintance with her than the late brief coiTvcrsation 
with her admitted? ” 

‘‘ Can I give you an answer?” replied his son. “ We have been 
long absent from lands of knights and ladies, nud is it not natural 
that we should give to tliose wiio remind us of the honoured ties of 
chivalry and gentle blood, tlie instinctive credence which we refuse 
to such a poor wretch as this itinerant mountebank, who gains his 
existence ny cheating, with false relies and forged legends, the poor 
peasants amongst whom he tri>vcls ! ” 

“It is a vain ima|}fiiiation, AVMiur,” said his father; “not unbefit- 
ting, indeed an aspirant honoiirs^ of chivalry, who draws his’' 

ideas of life and its occurrences from the romances of the minstrels, 
but too visionary for a ydUth who has seen, as thou hast, how the 
business of this world is conducted. I tell thee, and thou wilt learn 
to know I say truth, that around the homely board of our host the 
Landamman, were ranged truer tongues, •and more faithful hearts, 
than tho Coiir plenUre of n monarch lias to boast. Alas ! the lUauly 
spirit of ancient faith and honouit»has fled even from the breast of 
kings and knights, where ns John of France said, it ought to continue 
to reside a constant inhabitant, if banished from all the rest>of the 
world.” 

“Be that as it may, dearest father,” replied the younger I'hilipson, 
“ I pray you to be persuaded by me? and if we must ])art compaijy, 
let it be ay your talcing tlicF right bank of the Rhine, since I am per- 
suaded it IS the safest route.” 

“ And if it be the safest,” said his^ father, with a voice of tender re- 
proach, “ is that a reason why 1 should spare my own almost ex- 
iiausted thread of life, and expose thine, my dear sou, which has hut 
begun its course ? ” ^ 

“Nay, fatlicr,” answered the son with animation, in speaking 
thus you do not consider the difference of our importance to the exe- 
cution of the purpose which you have Wo long entcrtainedi^and wWeb 
seems now so nigK being Accomplished. Tlunk ‘liov^ imperfectly \ 
might be able to dischu]*^e it, witliout knowlcdgi^ of the Duke’s per- 
son, or credentials to gaim his ^confidence. I might indeed repeat 
your words, but the circumstances would be wanting to attract the 
necessary faith, and of couseoueuce. vour scheme, for the success Af 
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wbiclt you have lived> aud now are lyillingr to run the risk of deatli, 
would miacarry along: with me-** 

‘‘ You cannot shake my resolution/* said the elder Philipson, or 
persuade me that my life is of more importance than yours. You 
only remind me, that it is you> aud not X, who ou^ht to be the bearer 
of this token to the Duke of Burifundy. Should vou be scK^cessful 
iu reaching: his court or camp, your possession of tliese gems will be 
needful to attach credit to your mission ; a purpose for which they 
would be less necessary to me, who can refer to other circumstances 
under which I might claim credence^ if it should please Heaven to 
leave me alone to acquit myself of this important commission, which, 
may Our Lady, in her mercy, forefend ! IJiidcrstaud, therefore, that 
should an opportunity occur by which you can make your way to the 
opposite side of the Ilhine, you are to direct your journey so as again 
to cross to this bank at Strasburg, where you win inquire for news 
of me at the Flying Stag, a hostelry in that city.* which you will easily 
discover. If you liear no tidings of me at that place, you will proceed 
to the Duke, and deliver to him this important packet.’* 

Here lie put into his son’s band, with os much privacy as possible, 
the case containing the diamond necklace. 

“ What else your duty calls on you to do,” continued the elder 
Philipaon, “you well know; only I conjure you, let no vain inquiries 
after my fate interfere with the great duty you have there to dis- 
charge. Ill the mean tirfle, nreiiai^ to bid me a sudden farewell, 
with a heart as bold and confluent as when you went before me, and 
courageously led the way amid the rocki and storms of Switzerland. 
Heaven was above us then, as it is over m now. Adieu, my beloved 
Arthur ! Should 1 wait till the moment of separation, there may be 
but short ^ime to speak the fatal word, and no eye save thiu^ own 
must see the tear which X^now wipe away.” 

Tlie painful feeling wluch accompanied this anticipation of their 
parting, was so sincere on Arthurs part, as well as that of his father, 
that it did not at first occur to the former, as a source of consola- 
tion, that it seemed likely he might be placed under the guidance of the 
singular female, tlie memory of wdiom haunted him. Irue it was, tiiat 
the beauty of Aune of Geierstein,as well as the striking circumstances 
t^^hich she had exhibited lie»self, had on that very morning been 
^ncipal occupation of his mind ; b»t they were now <j}iased from 
it by the predominant recollection, that he was about to be sepamted 
In a moment of danger from a father, so well deserving of his highest 
esteem and his fondest affejftion. 

Meanwhile, that father dashed from his eye the tear wdiich his 
devoted stoicism could not suppress, and, as if afraid of softening his 
resolution by indulging hl.s parcntSl fondness, he recalled the pious 
Ijai*tholomcw, to demand of liim how far tliey w^ere from the Chapel 
ot the Ferry. 

" LittlcPmcwq, than p, mile,” was the reply > and when the English- 
man required further information concerning the cause of its erection, 
he was informed, that an old boatman and fisberman, named Hans, 
had V>ng dwelt at the idacc, who gaimSd a precarious livelihood by 
ihinsporting travellers and lucrcliaiils from cue bauk of the river to 
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the other. The mi8fortnne» however, of loaiog first ono boat and then 
a second *in the deep and mighty stream, with the dread inspired in 
travellers by the repetition of such accidents, began to reader his 
piftfesskm an uncertain one. Being a good Catnolic, the old man’s dis- 
tress took a devotional turn. He began to look hack on his former 
life, and consider by what crimes he nad deserved the misfortunes 
whicli darkened the evening of his days. His remorse was chiefly 
excited, by the recollection that he had, on one occasion, when the 
piujsage was peculiarly stormy, refused to discharge his duty as a ferry- 
man, ni order to transport to tho other shore a priest, who oore along 
with him an image of the Virgin, destined for the village of Kirch -li off, 
on the opposite or right bank of the Rhine. For tli is fault, Hans sub- 
mi tied to severe penance, as hewas now disposed to consider as culpable 
his doubt of the Virgin’s power of protecting herself, her priest, and 
the bark employed in her service; besides which, the oftering of a 
large share or liis worldly goods to tho church of Kirch-hoft’, expressed 
the truth of the old man’s repentance. Neither did he ever again 
permit himself to interpose any delay in the journey of men of TioJy 
CImrch ; but all ranks of tlic clergy, from the mitred prelate to tlie 
barefooted friar, might at anytime of day or night have cornmaiided 
the services of him and his boat. 

While prosecuting so laudable a course of life^ it became at Icngtli 
Ijie lot of Hans to nnd, ou the banks of tho lilnne, a small image of 
tho Virgin, thrown by the wawis, which «h.ppcared to Iniii exactly to 
resemble that wliich he had formerly ungraciously refused to carry 
across, when under charge of tho sacristan of Kirch-hoff. lie placed 
it in the most conspicuoustpart of his hut, and poured out Ins soul 
before it in devotion, anxiously inquiring for some signal hy wliich 
he might dihcovor whether he was to consider the arrival fff Inn* Imly 
image as a pledge that Ins ofieiices were forgiven. In the visions of 
the Viiglit, his prayers were answered, and'Onr liady, assuming the 
form of the image, stood l)y In’sbet^ide, for the purpose of telling him 
wherefore she had come hitJier. 

“My trusty servant,” she said, *^men of Belial have bunied my 
dwelling at Kirch-hoff, spoiled my chapel, and thrown tlio sacred 
image which represents me into the swohi Rhine, which swept me 
dqwuward. Now, I hare resolved te dwell no longer in the neigh- 
bourhood of the profane doecs of this deed, or of the cowardly vassals 
who daroa not prevent it. 1 am, therefore, compelled to remove my 
habitation, and, in despite of the oppoiing current,! determined to take 
the shore on this side, being resolved to fix my abotle with thee, my 
faithful servant, that the land in which tho'u dweliest may be blessed 
as well as tlioii and thy household.” 

As the vision spoke, she seemed to wring from her tresses the 
water in which they had been steeped, while lier disordered dress nnd 
fatigued appearance was that of one wl^) has been buffeting with the, 
waves. to 

Next morning brought intelligence that, in one oi me numerous 
fends of that fierce jreriod, jKirdi-hoff had been sacked, the church 
destroyed, and the cnurch-tc^easury plundered. 

In consequence of the fisherman’s vision being thus remarkably 
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confirmed, Hans entirely renounced liis pirafession, and, leaving it to 
younger men to supply his place as ferryman, he conyerted his Imt 
into a rustic chapel,^ and be himself, taking orders, attended ij^pon 
the shrine as a hermit, or daily chaplain. The figure was supposed 
to work miracles^ and tlie ferry became renowned from its neing 
under the protection of the Holy Image of Our Lady, and her no less 
lioly servant- 

When Bartholomew had concluded his account *of the Ferry and 
its Chapel, the travellers had arrived at fhe place itself. 


OHAPTEIl XVIII. 

Upon tho Illiine, upon the Hhinc they cluster, 

Tlie firrapee of juico divine. 

Wiiicli mokes the soldier's jovial courage muster ; 

O, blessed be the Hhine ! 

JhimJclng SongA 

A COTTAOK or two on the side of the river, beside which wove 
moored one or two tl.sliing-boats, showed the pious Hans had suc- 
cessors In his profession /ts a boatnfen. The river, wJiich at a point 
a litUo lower was re>strained by a chain of islets, expanded more 
widely, and moved less rapidly, than ’wiien it passed these cottages, 
affording to the ferryman a smoother «in*taco, and a le ss l»eavy slream 
to contend with, although the current was even there loo strong to 
be bornc^p against, unless the river was in a tranquil state. 

On tlie opposite bank,,but a good deal lo-wcr tlmu the hamlet which 
gave name to tlie ferry, was seated on a small eminence, screened 
by trees and bushes, tlie little town of Kirdi-hoff. A skifi* departing 
from the left bank W'as, even on favouraltJo fw.*casioiis, carried con- 
siderably to leeward ere it could attain the op)Hisitc side of the deep 
and full stream of the Rhine, so that its course was oblique townrds 
Kirch-hoflT. On the otlier iiand, a boat departing from Kirch-hoff 
fonst liavo great advantage btth of wind and oars, in order to land 
its loading or crew at the t'^liapel of th^ Ferry, unless iUwei’e under 
the miraculous influence which carried the uno^’e of the Virgin in 
tliat direction. The cominunldhtioii, tharefore, from the cast to the 
west bank, was only Trnupif.ainod by towing boats up the stream, to 
such a height on the eastern side, that the leeway which they made 
during the voyage across might correspond with the point at whicb 
they desired to arrive, and enable fliem to attain it with ease. Hence 
it naturally happened, that the passage from Alsace into Suabia 
being the most easy, the f#ry was more used by those who were 
desirous •of enjteving; Germany, than by tnwelll'rs who came in an 
opposite direction 

1 This la one of the beat ami uiost popular of tb4 German ditties 

** Am lun Rhelu. dc wrehsen utuerv Koben. 

wt dor 
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AVlien tlie elder PLilipson had by a glance around him ascertained 
iho situation of tlie ferry, he said fii*nily to his sou, — “ Begone, nay 
deaite Arthur, and do what I have commanded tliee.’* 

With a heart rent with filial anxiety the young nirti obeyed, aud 
took Ills solitary course towards the cottages, near which the barks 
were moored, wliich were occasionally used for fishing, as well as for 
the purposes of the ferry. 

Your sou leaves us ? ” said Bartholomew to the elder Pliilipson. 

“He does for the prcscift,” said his father, “as lie has ccrUiin 
inquiries to make in yonder hamlet.” 

“ If they be,” answered the guide, “ any matters connected with 
your honour’s road, I laud the Saints that ! can better answer your 
inquiries than those ignorant boors, who hardly understand your 
language.” 

“If wc fifnd that their information needs thy commentary,” said 
Pliilipson, “we will request it — meanwhile, lead on to the chapel, 
where my son will join us,” . 

Tlicv moved towards the chapel, hut with slow steps, each turning 
his looks aside to the fishing liamlct ; the guide as if striving to see 
whether the young traveller Wiis returning towards them, tlie father 
anxious to descry, on the broad bosom of the liliine, a sail unloosed, 
to w‘afL liis son across to that which might be considered as the safer 
side. But though the looks of ly>ih guide and traveller were turned 
in the direction of the river, their steps Carried them towards the 
chapel, to which the inhnbil^i?,t8, in iiiemory of the founder, had given 
the title of Hans-Cliapello. 

A few trees scattered arohnd gave an agreeable and sylvan air to 
the place ; and the chapel, that apjiearcd on a rising groiuid at some 
distance from the hamlet, was constructed in a style of pletfsing sim- 
plicity', which corresponded with the whole scene. Its smau size 
confirmed the tradition, that it had originally been merely the liut 
of a peasant ; and the cross of fir-tvees, covered with bark, attested 
the purpose to which it was now dedicated. The chapel and all 
round it breathed j)eacc and solemn tranquillity, and the deep sound 
of the mighty river seemed to impose silence on each human voice 
which might j)reKiime to mingle with its awful murmur. 

Wheii IMiilipson iirriycd in the vi^l-inity, Bartholmncw took the. 
advanta^'e Jj>fibrdcd by Ins sil6'nce to thunder forth two stanzas to the 
praise of the Lady of the Ferry, and her faithful worshipper Hans, 
after which he broke forth into the i%)turous exclamation,— “ Oomc 
hither ye who fear wreck, here is your safia .haven !— Come hither ye 
who die of thirst, here is a w'dl of mercy open to you ! — Come those 
who are weary and far- travelled, ^liis is your place of refreshment 1*’ 
— And more to the same purpose lie might have said, but Pliilipson 
sternly imjiosed silence on him. 

“If thy devolion vr'crc altogether Ini:.,” lie said, “it would be - 
clamorous; but it well to duwlmt is good iii even if it is a 

hypocrite wlio recomiiicnds it.--^Let us enter lha lioly eliujicl, and 
pray for a fortunate taour precarious travels.” 

The pardoner caught up uie last words. 

“ Sure was 1,” he said, ** that your wur.diip is too well advised fo 
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pass this lialy place without imploring: the protection and influence 
of Our Lady or the B'erry. Tarry but a moment until I find the priest 
who serves the altar, that he may say a mass on your behalf.” • 

■ Here ho was interrupted by the door of the chapel suddenly 
opcniiiff, wlicn an ecclesiastic appeared on the thresliold- Philipson 
instantly knew the Priest of £faint Paul’s, whom he had seen that 
morniiiff at La Perette. Bartholomew also knew him, as it would 
seem ; for his officious hypocritical eIoqu§nce failed him in an instant, 
and he stood before the priest with his arms folded on liis breast, 
like a man who waits for the sentence of condemnation. 

" Villain,” said the ecclesiastic, regarding: the guide with a severe 
countenance, ” dost thou lead a stranger into the houses of the Holy 
Saints, that thou mayst slay him, and possess thyself of his spoils ? 
But Heaven will no longer bear witli thy perfidy. Back, thou wretch, 
to meet thy brother miscreants, who are hastening hitherward. Tell 
them thy arts were unavailing, and that the innocent stranger is 
under my protection — under my protection, which tlioso who presume 
to violate will meet with the reward of Archibald de Ha^enbach!” 

The guide stood quite motionless, while addressed by the priest in a 
manner equally menacing and authoratative ; and no sooner did the 
f latter cease speaking, than, without offenng a word either in jus<i^ 
fication or reply, Bartholomew turned round, and retreated at a 
liasty pace 4)y the same rpad whicl%had conducted the traveller to 
the chapel, 

•‘Ana do you, worthy Englishman,” rontinued the x)riest, •• enter 
into this chapel, and perform in safety those devotions, by means of 
which yonder hypocrite designed to detain you until his brethren in 
iniquity qpnic up. — But first, wherefore arc you alone? I trust 
nou^it evd hath befallen your young companion 
••My son,” said Philipson, “crosses the llhine at yonder ferry, as 
we had important business to transact on the other side-” 

As lie s]}oko thus, a liglit boatT about which two or three peasants 
had been for some lime busy, was seen to push from the sliore, and 
shootnnto the stream, to which it was partly compelled to give way, 
until a sail stretclied along tlie slender yard, and supporting the bark 
against tlie current, enabled her to stand obliquely across tlie river. » 
/ •• Now, praise be to God 1” said Phili^^sou, wno was aware that the 
bark lie looked upon must oc in the act of candying his beyond 
the reach of the danglers by whjch lie was himself Biirrounded- 

“ Amen ! ” answered the priesi., echoing the pious ejaculation of the 
traveller. " Great reason Save you to return thanks to Heaven,” 

“ Of that I am convinced,” replied Philipson ; “ but yet from you I 
hope to learn the special cause of danger fromwliichlhavc escaped?” 

“This is neither time nor place for such an investigation,” 
answered the Priest of Saiid I’anl's. “It is enough to say, that 
yonder fgllow, well known ^or his hyi^ocrisy ^nd his crimes, was 
present wlieif yaung Switzer, Sigipmidnl, reclaimed from the 
executioner the treasure of which you were robbed by Hagenbaclu 
Tlius Bartholomew’s avarice was awakened. He undertook to be 
ypur.guide to Strasbiirg, with the criminal intent of detaining you 
by the wav till a party came up, against whose numbers resistance 
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would have been in vain. But his ^mrpose lias been anticipated. — 
And now, ere giving vent to other worldly thoughts, whether of hope 
or f&r, — ^to the chapel, sir, and join in orisons to Him who hath been 
^our aid, and to those who liave interceded with Him in your bclialf. 

Philipsou entered the chapel with his guide, and joined in returning 
thsmkB to Heaven, and the tutelary power of the spot, for the escape 
which had been vouchsafed to him. ^ ^ 

When’ this duty had been performed, Philipson intimated his 


self accompany him for some part of the journey, since he also was 
houiid to the presence of the Duke of Burgundy 
** You, my father ! — you ! ” said the merchant* with some aston- 
ishment. 


And wherefore surprised ? '' answered the priest. “ Is it so 
ssrange that one of my order siiould visit a prince's court ? Believe 
me, there are but too manv of them to be found there.” 

" I do not speak with rejtereiice to your order,” answered Philipson, 
** but in regard of the part which you liave this day acted, in abetting 
the execution of Archibald de Hagenbach. Know you so little of 
the fiery Duke of Burgundy, as to imagine yon con dally with his 
resentment with more safety than you would pull the mane of a 
sleeping lion ?” 

“1 know his mood well,’* said the priest ; and it is not to excuse, 
but to defend the death of Dfe Hagenbach, that I go to his presence. 
The Duke mav execute his, serfs and bondsmen at liis pleasure, but 
there is a spell upon my life, which is proof to all his ])ower. But 
let me retort the question — You, »Sir Englishman, knowing the con- 
ditions of the Duke so wcll—you, so lately the guest and travelling 
companion of the most umvelconie visitors who could approach him 
— you; implicated in uppeaninee at^Ieast, in the uproar at Ija Fcrettc 
— what chance is there of your escaping his vengeaucu r and where- 
fore will you throw yourself w^antonly within his power?” 

" Worthy father,” said the merchant, let each of us, without 
offence to the other, keep his (jwu secret. I have, indeed, no spell to 
secure me from the Duke’s resentment — 1 liave limbs to suffer torture 
and imprisoruneiit, and property which may be seiz^ed and confiacaied. 
But i have had in former days many dealings with the Duke ; I may 
even say I have laid him un^er obligr'.tious, and hope my interest with 
him may in consequence be sufficient, not only to save pie from the 
consequences of this day's procedure, but be of some avail to my friend 
the Laudamman.” 


‘‘But if you are in reality bound to ilie court of Burgundy as a 
merchant,” said the priest, “ where are the wares in which you traffic ? 
Have you no merchandise save that wlv^h you carry on your person ? 
1 heard of a sump ter -hoif se with baggage. Has yonder viilai cfeprived * 
you of it?** ' ^ 

This was a trying question to Philipson, who, anxious about the 
separation from his son, had given no oirection whether the baggage 
slmuld remain with himself, or should be transported to the other 
aide of the Rhine. He was, tb'^refox*c, taken at advantage by the 
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pries t^s inquiry, to whicli lie answered with some incoherence, I 
believe my Dag|ra?e in tiie hamlet — that is, unless my sou has taken 
it across the JQmitic with him.” 

That we will soon learn^” ouswered the priest. 

Here a novice appeared from the vestiary of the chapel at his call, 
and received oommauds to inquire at the hamlet whether Pbilipsou's 
bales, with the horse which transported them, had been left there, or 
ferried over along with his son. 

Tiie noylee. being absent a few minutes, presently returned with 
the baggage-horse, which, with its burden, Arthur, from regaid to his 
fatheris accommodatioii, had left on the western side of the river. The 
priest looked on attentively, while the elder PhiUpsoii, mounting hie 
owu horse, and taking the rein of the other in bis hand, bade the 
Black Priest adieu in these words, — And now, fether^ farewell ! I 
must pass on with my bales, since there is little wisdom in travelling 
witli them after nightfall, else would 1 gladly suit my pace, witii your 
pennissioii, so iis to share the way wiUi you.” 

“If it is your obliging purpose to do so, as indeed I was about to 
propose,” said tlje priest, “ know I will be no stay to your journey. 

1 have here a good horse ; aud Melchior, wlm must otherwise have 
gone on foot, may ride upon your sumpter-liorse. I tlic rather pro^ 
pose this course, as it will be rash for you to travel by night 1 can 
conduct you to an hostelrie about fire miles off, which we may reach 
with sufficient daylight, and where you will be lodged safely for your 
reckoning.” ♦ 

Tlio English merchant liesitated a moment. He had no fancy for 
any new conipaiii^m on tlie road, and although the countenance of 
the pries^was rather handsome, considering liis years, yet the ex- 
pression was sucli as by no means invited confidence. On the con- 
trary, tliere M^as somethiftg mysterious and gloomy which clouded his 
brow, though it was a lofty one, jnd a similar expression gleamed in 
Ids cold grey eye, and intimated severity and even harshness of dis- 
positkm. Bui notwithstanding' this repulsive circumstance, the priest 
had liitely rendered Philipsou a considerable service, by detecting the 
treachery of his hypocritical guide, and the merchant was not a man 
to be startled from his course any imaginary prepossessions against 
Ahe looks or manners of a^y one, or aj^xrchensions of inacldutitjonis 
gainst himself. He only revolved in hia mind the singularity attend- 
ing Ids destiny, whicii, while it was necesj^ary for him to appear before 
the Duke of Burgundy in the most conciliatory manner, seemed to 
force upon him the adoptibn of companions who must needs be ob- 
noxious to that prince ; and such, he was too well aware, must be the 
case with the Priest of St Paul’s. ^Having reflected for aii instant, he 
courteously accepted the ofter of the priest to guide 1dm to some 
place of rest and entertainment, wdiich must be absolutely necessary 
for his herse Jbefgre he reached Strasburg, qvei^ if he Idmself could 
have dispensed w^ith It. , . . 

Tlie party being thus arranged, the novice bivmglit forth the priest s 
steed, whicli he mounted witli gi'iice aad agility, and the neophyte, 
l>eing probablv the same wJi»>ni Arthur had represented during his 
escaiie fyom iJa Fcrettc, tocl; change, at his mastoPs command, of 
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the bft^age-horae of the Englishman .; and, crossing hims^, with a 
humbleinclination of his head, as the priest passed him, he fell into 
the cear, and seemed to jyiss the time, like the false brother Bar- 
tholomew, in telling Ms beads, with an earnestness which had perhaps 
more of affected than of real piety. The Black Priest of St Paul's, 
to judge by the glance which Im cast upon his novice, seemed to dis- 
dain the formality of the young man’s devotion. He rode upon a 
strong bla<^ horse, more IQce a warrior’s charger than the ambling 
palfrey of a priest, and the manner in which he managed him was 
entirely devoid of awkwaardnetB and timidity. His pride, whatever 
was its character, was not certainly of a kind altogether professional, 
hut had its origin in other swelling thoughts which arose in bis mind 
to mingle with and .enhance the self-consequence of a powerful ec- 
clesiastic. 

As Philipson looked on his companion from time to time, hia 
scrutinising glance was returned by a haughty smile, which seemed 
to say, “ You may gaze on my form and features, but you cannot 
penetrate my mystery.” 

The looks of Philipson, which were never known to sink before 
mortal man, seemed to retort with equal haughtiness, Nor shall 
you, proud priest, know that you arc now in couipany with one whose 
secret is far more important than thine own can be.” 

At length the priest made soy e advance towards conversation, by 
allusion to the footing upon which, by a mutual understanding, they 
seemed to have placed their kitercoursc. 

We travel, tuen,” he said, “like two j>owerful enchanters, each 
conscious of his own high and secret purpose ; eacli in his own cha- 
riot of clouds; and neitner imparting to his companion th^direction 
or purpose of his journey.” 

“Excuse me, father,” answered Philipson ; “I have neither asked 
your purpose nor concealed my o\yn, so far as it concerns you. I 
repea^ I am bound to the presench of the Duke of Burgundy, and 
my object, like that of any other merchant, is to dispose of my wares 
to iidvantage.” 

“Doubtless, it would seem so,” said the Black Priest, “from the 
extreme attention to your merchandise wliich you showed not .above 
half an liour since, when ^pu knew not whether your bales had 
crossed thd^ river with yonr son, or were remaining in y’^our own 
charge. Are English merchants usu|dly so indiiTereiit to the sources 
of their traffic ?’\ • 

“ When their lives arc in danger,” said *irhilipson, “ they arc some- 
times negligent of their fortune.” , 

“It is well,” replied the priest, and again resumed his solitary 
musings, until anotW half-hour’s travelling brought thorn to n 
dorff, or village, whifeii the Black Priest informed Philipson was that 
where he proposed {o stop for the night. • * 

“The novice,” he'saitl, “will show you the inn^ which is of good 
reputation, and where you may lodge with safety. For me, I have 
to visit a penitent in this v|llagc, who desii-cs my ghostly offices;— 
perhaps 1 may see you again this evening, perhaps not till the next 
morning ; — at any rate, adieu foj the present.” 
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So sayb^ tlie priest stopped his liorse^ while the novice, cominifr 
dose up to Philipson^s side, conducted him onward through the nar- 
row street of the villagre, whilst the windows exhibited here and 
there a twinkling eleam, announcing: that the hour of darkness was 
arrived. Finally, he led the Englishman tlirough an archway into a 
sort of court-yard, where there stood a ear or two of a particular 
shape, used occasionaDy by women when they travel, and some other 
vehicles of the same kind. Here the yoim^ man thi^w himself from 
the sumpter-horse, and placing the rein in Philipsoii’s hand, dis- 
appeared in the increasing darkness, after |)ointing to a large but 
;dilapidated building, along the front of which not a spark of light 
was to he discovered from anv of the nan'ow and numerous windows, 
wliich were dimly visible in the twilight. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Carrier, What, ostler!— a plague on thee, hast never an eyo in thy liead? 
Canst thou not hear ? An 'twere not as good a deod as drink to break tho pato of 
tiiee, I Amu very villain — Come, and be hanged — Hast thou no fiilth in thee? 

(ModshilL I pray thee, lend me thy lantern, to see my gelding in the stable. 

2d Carriet*, Nay, soft, I pray you— 1 kno^a trick worth two of that. 

Gaduhill. 1 prithee lend me tmne. * 

8d CarritT, Ay, when? Caost tell?— Lend thco my lantern, quotha? '^urry, I U 
sec thee hanged iirak 


Henry nr. 


The social spirit peculiar to the French nation had already intro- 
duced intff the inns of that country the gay and cheerful cliaractcr of 
welcomo upon which Erasmus, at a litter period, dwells with strong 
emphasis, as a contrast to tlic saturnine and sullen reception which 
strangers were, apt to meet with^t a Geman caravausera. Philip- 
son was, tlicrefore, in expectation of being received by the busy, 
civil, and talkative host— by the hostess and lier daughter, all soft- 
ness, coquetry, and glee — the smiling aiid supple waiter — the oflScious 
and dimpled chamber-maid. The better inns in France boast also 
•licparato rooms, where strangeft’s could change or put in order their 
dress, where they might sleep without® company in their bedroom, 
and where they could deposit their baggage in privacy and safety. 
But all these luxuries w^ere aS yet uidmown in Germany; and in 
Alsace, where the scene uo>v lies, as well as in the other dependencies 
of tho Empire, they regarded as effeminacy everything beyond such 
provisions as were absolutel^necessary for the supply of the wants 
of travellers ; and even these were coarse and nidifterent, and, ex- 
cepting in the article of wine, sparingly ministered. 

The Englishman, finding mat no one appeared at the gate, began 
to make fiTs j^r^seneq known by calling aloud, %nd finally by alight- 
ing, and smiting With all his might on the doors of the liostelrie for 
a long time, without attracting the least attention. At length the 
heai\ of a grizzled servitor was thrust ^>ut at a small window, who, 
in a voioe which sounded like that of one disnleased at the interrun- 
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Uon, rather than hopeful of advantage from the arriyal of a guestj 
damaaded what he granted. 

, ‘‘Js this ail inn ?” replied Philipson. 

Yes,” bluntly repliM the domest^ andvaa about to witlidrai^i 
from the window', when the traveller added — 

' Aud if it can I have lodgings ? 

** You may oome in,” was the short a^d dry answer. 

Send some one to take the horses,” replied Philipson. 

** No one is at leisure,’^ replied this most repulsive of waiters : 
"you must litter down your horses yourself, in the way that likes 
you best.” 

"Where is the stable?” said the merchant, whose prudence and 
temper were scarce proof against this Dutch phlegm. 

Tile fellow, who seemed as sparing of bis words, as if, like tin 
Princess in th^tfairy tale, he had dropped ducats with each of them 
only pointed door iu an outer building, moro resembling that o: 
a cellar tl^if of &‘^able, and, as if weary of the conference, drew ii 
his head, ''and shut The window sharply against the guest, as he ivouk 
against an importunate beggar. 

Cursing the spirit of independence wliich left a traveller to h« 
own resources and exertions, Philipson, making a virtue of necessity 
led the two nags towards the door pointed out as that of the stable 
and wa^cioiced at heart to see ?4ght glimpiering tlirough its chinks 
He entiled with his charge into a place very like the dungeon vaul 
of an tecient castle, rudely ^fitted up with some racks and mangei^s 
It was of considerable extent in point of length, and at tlie lowcj 
end two or three persons were engaged in tying up tlieir horses 
dx’essing tlierii, and dispensing them their ]>rovender. r 

This last ariicle was delivered by the ostler, a very old laino man 
wlio neither put his hand to wisp or curry-comb, but sat weighing 
forth hay by the pound, and counting out corn, as it seemed, by tin 
grain, so anxiously did he bend ovfer his task, by the aid of a blink 
mg light enclosed w'ithiu a horn lantern. He did not even turn hi; 
head at the noise which the Englishman made on entering* the piaG< 
witli t wo additional horses, far less did he seem disposed to give him 
self the least trouble, or the stranger the smallest assistance. 

In respect of cleanliness, the stable of Augeas bore no small re 
semblance Oo that of this Alsatian dorff ; and it would have been ai 
exploit worthy of Hercules to have restored it to sucli a state o 
cleanliness, as would have ' made it barely decent in the eyes, am 
tolerable to the nostrils, of the pane till c us Englishman. Bui thi; 
was a matter which disgusted Philipson liimseTf much more thai 
those of his party which were piyncipally concerned. They, vide 
licel the two horses, seeming perfectly to undei*stand that the rule o 
of the place was, "first come first served,” hastened to occupy th< 
empty stalls which happened to be neatest to them. ][n this one o 
them at least was disappointed, being received by A gTOom with i 
blow across the face witJi a switch. 

" Take that,” said the fellow, " for forcing Jteself into the plac< 
taken up for the horses of the Baron of Baudeibli^lm.” 

Never iu the course of his life had the English merchant more 
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pain to retain posBos^^ion of his temper than at that moment* Be*^ 
fleeting, however, on the discredit of jiuarrelling* with such a man in 
sncli a cause, he contented himself with placing: the animal, thus^ re- 
pulsed from the stall he had chosen, into one next to that of his com- 
panion, to which no one seemed to lay claim. 

The merchant then proceeded, notwithstanding the fatigue of the 
dsi^, to nay all that attention to the mnte companions of his jouniey, 
which tney deserve from every traveller jyho has any share of pru- 
dence, to say nothina: of humanity. The unusual deg^ree of trouble 
which Philipson took to arrange his horses, although his dress, and 
much more his demeanour, seemed to place him above this species 
of servile labour, appeared to make an iomression even upon the 
iron insensibility of the old ostler himself. He showed some alacrity 
in furnishing the traveller, who knew the business of a groom so 
well, with corn, straw, and hay, though in small, quantity, and at 
exorbitant rates, which were instantlv to be paid ; nay, he even went 
as far as the door of the stable, that he might point across the court 
to the well, from which Philipson was obliged to fetch water with 
his own hands. The duties of the stable being finished, the mer- 
chant concluded that he had gained such an interest with the grim 
master of the horse, as to learn of liim whether he might leave his 
bales safely in the stable. 

You may leave them if you wil14^ said the ostler; “but touching 
f heir safety, you will do much more wisely if you take them- with vou, 
and give no temptation to any one by^feuffering them to pass n’om 
injdor your own eyes.’* 

So saying, the iiian of oats closed his oracular jaws, nor could he 
be prevaiiecl upon to unlock them again by any inquiry which his 
cuBlonier could devise. 

Ill the course of this ct)ld and comfortless reception, Philipson re- 
collect ed the necessity of supporting the character of a prudent and 
wary trader, which he had forgotten once before in tlie course of the 
day ; and, imitating* what he saw the others do, who had been, like 
liirnsell’, engaged in taking charge of their horses, he took up his 
baggage, and removed Jiiniself and liis property to tlie inn. Here 
he was suftcred to enter, ratli^’ than admitted, into the general or 
piil>3i(^ or room of entertainment, vjijhicli, like the ark of tlie patri- 
arcli, r<*ceived all ranks without distinction, whether cleaifor iiuclean. 

The stub4f or stove, of a Qeignau inn, derived its name from the 
^roat hyjiocaust, which is always strohgly heated to secure the 
warmth of the apartment hi which it is placed. There travellers of 
every age and description assembled — there theii* uj)pcr garments 
were indiscriminately hung up avouud the stove to dry or to air — 
and the guests themselves were seen employed in various acts of 
ablution or personal arrangement, which are generally, in modem 
times, rtirf^errqd tq the privacy of the dressing-rqpm^ 

The more rdfiin^d feelings of the Englishman were disgusted with 
this scene, and he was reluctant to mingle in it. For this reason he 
inquired for tlie private retreat of tliq landlord himself, trusting 
tiiat; by some of tlie arguments powerful among his tribe, he might 
obtain senaratc Quarters from the crowd, and a morsel of lood, to be 
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oaten in private. A grrey-haired Ganymede, id whom he put the 
question where the landlord was> indicated a recess behind the hug^e 
stoye, where, veiling his glory in a very dark and extremely hot cor- 
ner, it pleased the jgreat man to obscure himself from vulgar gaxe. 
There was somethiug remarkable about this person. Shcjrt, stout, 
bandylegged, and consequential, he was in these respects like many 
brethren of the profession in all countries. But the countenance of 
the ma^and still more hk manners, differed more from the merry 
host of France or Englana, than even the experienced Phiiipson was 
prepared to expect. He knew German customs too well to expect 
the supxdiant and serviceable qualities of the master of a Freuch inn,* 
or even tlie more blunt and frank manuers of an English landlord. 
But such German innkeepers as he had yet seen, though indeed 
arbitrary and peremptory in their country fashions, yet, being 
humoured in these, they, like tyrants in their hours of relaxation, 
dealt kindly with the guests over whom their sway extendedo ancP 
mitigated, by jest and jollity, the hai*]Bhness of their absolute power. 
But tliis^ man’s brow was like a tragic volume, in which you were as 
unlikely to find anything of iest or amusement, as in a hermit’s bre- 
viary. His answers were snort, sudden, and repulsive, and the air 
and manner with which they were delivered was as surly as their 
tenor j which will appear from the following dialogue betwixt him 
and his guest: — 

Good host,” said Phiiipson, in the mildest tone he could assume, 
“ I am fatigued, and far from well — May I request to have a separ- 
ate apartment, a cup of wine, and a morsel of food, in my private 
chamber?” 

** You may,” answered the landlord; but with a look sjrangely at 
variance with the apparent acquiescence which his words naturally 
implied. 

Let me have such accommodation, then, with your earliest con- 
venience." 

Soft J ” replied the innkeeper. *'1 have said that you may re- 
quest these things, but not tliat I would grant them. If you would 
insist on being served difiercntly from others, it must be at another 
inn than mine.” 

“Well, then,” said the trqtveller, will sliift without supper for a 
night— nay; more, 1 will be content to pay for a supper which 1 do 
not eat, if you vnll cause me to b^ accommodated with a private 
apartment.” ^ 

“ Seignor traveller," said the innkeeper, every one here must be 
accommodated as well as you, since ajl pay alike. Whoso comes to 
this liouse of entertainment, must eat as others eat, drink as others 
drink, sit at table with the rest of my guests, and go to bed when the 
company have done drinking." 

‘*A11 this,” said Phiiipson, humbling himself where an^er would 
have been ridiciflous, ‘‘^is highly reasonable; •anff 1 do not oppose' 
myself to your laws or customs. But,” added he", taking his purse 
from Ins girdle, “ sickness^ craves some privilege; and when the* 
patient is willing to pay for*it, methinks the rigour of your laws mw 
admit of some mitigation.” 
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** I keep an inn, Seiffilor, and not an lioApital. If you remain lior^p 
/you shall be served with the same aUention as others, — if you are not 
willing to do as others do, leave my house and seek apother inn/’ 

On receiving this decisive rebuff, Philipson gave up tlio contest, 
f^and retired from the mnetwn mnatoTxtm of his ungracious host, to 
await the arrival of supper^ penned up like a bullock in a pound 
amongst the crowded inhabitants of the stvM. Some of these, cx- 
-hausted by fatigue, snored away the interval between their own 
arrival and that of the expected repast ; Others conversed togetlicr 
,ou the news of the country, and others jiguin played at dice, or such 
as might serve to consume the time. The eomnany were of 
various ranks, from those who were apparently wealtny and well- 
appointed, to some whose garments and maimers indicated that they 
were but just beyond the grasp of poverty. 

A begging friai*, a man apparently of a gay and pleasant temper, 
approached Philipson, amt engaged Iiim iii conversation. Tlic 
Englishman was well enough acquainted with the world to b^awarc, 
that whatever of his character and pui'pose it was desirable % con- 
ceal, would be best hidden under a sociable and open demeanour. 
JLlc, therefore, received the friai'^s approaches graciously, and coii- 
arersed with him upon the state of Lorraine, and the interest which 
4he Duke of Burgundy’s attempt to seize that fief into liis own hands 
was likely to create both in France Germany. On these subjects, 
satisfied with hearing his fiSlow-travmler’s sentiments, Philipson ex- 
pressed no opinion oi his own, but, after ^receiving such intelligence 
as the iViar chose to communicate, preferred rather to talk upon the 
geography of tlie country, tlic facilities attbrded to commerce, and 
the rules which obstructed or favoured trade. 

While hffwas thus engaged iu the conversation wdiicli seemed most 
to belong to his profession,* the landlord suddenly entered the room, 
and, mounting on the head of an old barrel, glanced his eye slowly 
and steadily round the crowded ifpartment, and when lie had com- 
pleted his survey, pronounced iu a decisive tone, the double com- 
nmnd, — ‘‘ Shut tlie gates — Spread the table.” 

“ The Baron St Antonio be praised,” said the friar, “our landlord 
Ima given up hope of any more guests to-niglit, until which blessed 
Vjhne, we might liavo starved foi®want of food before he had relieved 
us. Ay, here comes the cloth, the old gaAs of the court> ii^id are now 
bolted fast enough, and when Ian Mengs has once said, ‘ Shut the 
gates,’ the stranger may knock Ai the outeide as he will, but we may 
rest assured that it shall not be opened to him.” 

“Meinherr JMonga maintains strict discipline in his house,” said 
the Englishman. * 

“ As absolute as the Duke of ?>urgundy,” answered the friar. 
“ After ten o’clock, no admittances — the ‘seek another inn,’ which is 
bre that a cfmditional hiilf, becomes, after tlie clock lias struck, 
’:»iud the \vfitchfticipha\6c begun their rounds, rtn lAisolute order of ex- 
elusion. He that fi without remains without, and he that is within 
must, in like manner, continue there until the gates open at break 
(»f day. Till Uien (lie house is almost lik(?a beleaguered citadel, John 
Rfcngii its seneschal ” 
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** And wo ik capti\c^, ftrood faihor/* MiiJ l^hilipaon, " Well, Con- 
tent am T ; a traveller must tjubmit to the control of Ihe leaders 
of the people, jrheii be travels; and I hope a goodly fat potentate, 
like John Men^» will be as clement as his station and dignity admit of.” 

While they were talking in this manner, the aged waiter, wini 
many a weary sigh, and many a groan, had drawn out certain 
boards, by which a tabic, that stood in the midst of tlie studS, batl the 
capacity of being extended, so as to contain the company nresent, 
and eorcred it with a clotn, which was neither distinguisheu by ox- 
treme !cleanliness nor fineness of texture. On this table, when it 
had been aecommodated to receive the necessary number of guests, 
a wooden trencher and spoon, together with a glass diinking-cnp, 
were placed before each, he being exnccted to serve himself witli bis 
own knife for the other purposes oi the table. As for forks, they 
weie unknown until a much later period, all tho Europeans of tlmt 
day making the same use of the angers to select their morseli? and 
transput them to the mouth, which the Asiatics now practise. 

The%oard was no sooner afranged than tlie hiiugrj'^ guests hast- 
ened to occupy their scats around it ; for which ])urposc tiu' sleepers 
were awakened, tlie dicers resigned their game, and the idlers and 
politicians broke off their sage debates, in order to beenre thtdr 
station at the suppcr-tablo, and be lendyto peifoim (heir part in 
the interesting solerauity wdiich seemed about to lake place But 
tliere is nuieh between the cup and the lip, and not lc‘'S sometimes 
between tho covering of p, table and the placing food upon it. 
"rhe guests sat in older, each with his knife drawn, already mcMiao- 
ing tho victuals which were still subject to the operations t>r the cook. 
I'liey Imd waited with >arious degrees of patience ff>r full half an 
hour, when at length the old attendant before mentloi’ed entend 
with a pitcher of thin Jlosellc wine, so light ninl so sjiarp-tasted tlmt 
Philipson put dow^n his cxiji with cxery tooth in his Jicatl set on edge 
by tJie •silender portion which ho h d swallowed. The londiord, John 
Mengs, who hart assumed a sea^ ^oinewJiat elevated at the bend of 
the Ifrtde, did not omit to ob'serve this maik of iusuboidinathm. and 
to animaiUcTt upon it. 

^'Tlie wine likes you not, I think, my masker?'’ sjul he to tho 
English merclinnt. 

** For wrue, no,” answereti I'hilipson ; but could 1 see anything 
retiring such sauce, T have seldom been hotter vinegnr.” 

This jest^ though utterei* in the most calm and composed manner, 
seemed to drive tlie innkeeper to fuiw. 

“Who are you,” he cxclmmed, “for a foreign pedlar, that ven- 
tures to quarrel with my win<*, ^wliic'h has been approved of by so 
many princes, dukes, reigning dukes, graves, rhingiavefl, counts, 
barons, and knighis of the Empiwe, whose shoes you are altoiictlier 
unworthy even to clean? Was it nbt of this wine that ^the "Count 
Palatine of Nimm6*r0aV.t drank six quarts before^ he Vver^ro&e froifl 
the blessed chair in which 1 now sit ? ” * 

“I doubt it not, mine host/' said Philipson ; “ nor should I think 
of scandalising the iHobiiety of your honourable guest, even if he Ijaii 
drunken twrtce the quantity.’* 
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and mii^rcss, further than tlxal the mistreas was a youug: woman whey 
required help, and tlie maiden one ^yho was in a situation to offer 
ana afford ii This kind of fahiiiiarity would perhaps have been 
dangerous in other lands, but the simplicity of Swiss manners, and 
the turn of Annette’s disposition, which was resolute and sensible, 
tlioug'h rather bold and free, when compared to the manuers'of more 
civilised countries, kept jill intercourse betwixt her and the young* 
men of the family in the strict path of honour and innocence. 

Arthur himselr liad paid considerable attention to Annette, being 
naturally, from his feenuga towards Anne of Geierstoin, heartily de- 
sirous to possess the ^ood graces of her attendant ; a i)oiat which 
was easily gained by the attentions of a handsome young man, and 
the generosity with which he heaped upon her small presents of 
articles of dress or ornarrieut, which the damsel, however faithful, 
could find no heart to refuse. 

The assurance that he was in. Aimers neighbourhood, and that he 
was likely to pass the night under tlie same roof; both of wUidli cir- 
cumstances were intimated by the girl’s presence and langiiage,‘sont 
tlie blood in a hastier current through Arthur’s veins ; Tor though, 
since he had crossed the river, he had sometimes nourished hopes or 
agaiu seeing her who had made so strong an inipressiou on his 
imagination, yet his understanding had as often told him how slight 
ivas the chance of their ii*eeting, aid it was even now chilled by the 
reflection, tliat it could be followed only by the pain of a sudden and 
final separation. He yielded himself> however, to the prospect of 
promised pleasure, without attempting to ascertain what ^vas to be 
Its duration or its coiisequenco. Desirous, in tlie moan time, to hear 
as niuch%f Anne’s circumstances as Annette chose to toll, he resojved 
not to let that merry maiden perceive tliat she was known by hfto, 
until she chose of her oWii accord to lay aside her mystdry. , ^ 

While these thoughts passe^ rapidly through liis imaginiiwou, 
Annette bade the lad drop his nets, and directed him theit, Iiaving 
tiikeii two of the best fed partridges from tlie covey, and carried them 
into the kitchen, lie was to set the rest at liberty. 

“1 must provide supper,” said she to the traveller, ‘'since I am 
bringing home unexpected company.” 

Arthur cariieatly expressea his Jigpe that liis experiencing the 
hospitality of the castle would occasion no trouble t%the ininatea, 
and received satisfjMjtorv assurances upon the subject of his soruiiles, 
“ I would not willingly be tlie caiise^f inconvenience to yonr mis-, 
tress,” pursued tlie troVeller. ^ , 

‘‘ Look you there,” said Aniiotte Veilchen, “ I have said nothiug 
of master or mistress, aud this p§or forlorn traveller has already con., 
eluded iti his own mind that he k to be harboured in a lady’s bower! ” 
“Why, did you not tellj^e,” said Arthur, somewhat confused at 
his blWlidei^ I* tJmt vou were the person of second importance iu tho 
place ? A dauieel, 1 judged, could only bfe atf officer under a female 
governor.” • . 

“ I do not see the justness of the co^iclusion,” replied the maidem 
“ijiavc known ladies bear offices of trust iu lords’ families ; nay, andj, 
pver the lords themselves.” 
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"Am 1 to understand, fiur damsol, ttiat 3 ^ou hold so prodcminant 
a situation iu the castle ^hicli we are now approaching*, and of whion 
X pr^ you to tell me the name ? 

" The name of tlio castle is Arnheim," said Annette. 

" Your ffarrisou must be a larg*e one,” said Arthur, looking at tlio 
extensive ouildiiig, “ if are able to man such a labyrinth of walls 
and towers.” 

“In that point,” said Annette, " I must needs own we arb very de- 
ficient. At present, we rather hide in the castle than inliabit it ; and 
yet it is well enough defended by the reports which frighten every 
oilier person who might disturb its seclusion.” 

And yet you yourselves dare to reside in it? ” said the English- 
man, recollecting the tale which had been told by Budolph Doinier 
hugel, concerning the character of the Barons or Arnheim, and the 
final catastronhc of the family. 

“ Perhaps,” replied his guido^ "we are too intimate with the cause 
of suclifeais to feel ourselves strongly oppressed with them — per- 
haps wc have means of encountering the supposed terrors proper to 
ourselves — perhaps, and it is not the least likely conjecture, we have 
no choice of a better place of refuge. Such seems to be your ow*; 
fate at present, sir, fur the tops of the distant hills are gradually 
losing the lights of the evening; and if you rest not in Arnheim, ivcll 
contented or not, you arc likely to find no safe lodging for many a mile.” 

As she thus spoke she scpar<i,fccd from Arthur, taking, with the 
fowler who attended her, a vo^ steep but short footpath, which as- 
cended straight np to the site of the castle ; at the same time motioi 
iiig to the young Englibhnian to follow a horse-track, which, moie 
circuitous, led to the same point, and, though less direct, was con- 
siderably more easy. ’ 

soon stood before the soutli front of Arnheim castle, which was 
Hnucl) larger building than ho had conceived, either from liudolph’s 
description, or from the distant view. It had been erected at many 
different ]>eriods, and a considerable part of the edifice was less in 
the strict Gothic than in wliat has been termed the Saracenic style, 
in which the imagination of the architect is more florid than that 
which is usually indulged iu the North, — rich in minarets, cupolas, 
and similar approximations to Oricnt-il structures. This singular 
building bore a general nppea/ance of desolation and desertion, but 
Budolpii haiWbeen misinformed when he declared that it had become 
ruinous. On the conti ary, it^ad been maintained with considerable 
care ; and when it fell into the hands of the Emperor, alfhougli no 

S urisoii was maintained within its precincts, Vare was taken to keep 
e building in repair; and thougn the prejudices of the country 
people prevented any one from passing the night within the feai-flil 
walls, it was regularly visited from time to time by a perhon 
having commission from the imperial chancery to that effect. The 
occupation of the don^jain^ arouiul the castle was n vnluable compen- 
sation for this official person’s labour, and he took care not to en- 
danger the loss of it by neglecting his duty. Of late this officer hac|L 
been withdrawn, and now it -i^ppearod that the young Baroness pi 
Amheitn had found refuge in tfie deserted towers of her ancestors'. ’ 
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T|>6 Stfri£i8 damsel did not leave the youthful iravellcr time to study 
particularly the exterior of tnc cattle, or to construe the meaninir of 
emblems and mottoes^ seeminglv of an Oriental character, with wbi^ 
the outside was inscribed, ana which expressed in various modos^ 
more or less directly, the attachment of the builders of Uiis extensive 
pile to the learning^ of the Eastern sabres. Ere he had time to take 
more than a aeneral survey of the ^ce. the voice of the Swiss 
maiden called him to an an^^le of the wall m which there was a pro- 
jection, from whence a lon^ plank extended over a dry moat, and 
was connected with a window in which Annette was staudin^r. 

* ** You have for^rotten your Swiss lessons already/’ said she> ob- 
servinir that Arthur went rather timidly about crossing the temporary 
and precarioits drawbridgfe. 

The reflection that Anne, her mistress, make the same 

observation, recalled the young traveller to the necessary degree of 
composure. He passed over the plank with the saipo aangfratd with 
which he had learned to brave the far more terrific bridge, beneath 
the ruinous castle of Qeierstein. He had no sooner entered the 
window than Annette, taking off her mask, bado lum welcome to 
Clermany, and to old friends with new names. 

** Anne of Geierstein,” she said, is no more ; but you will pre- 
sently sec the Lady Baroness of Amheim, who is extremely like her; 
Slid I, who was Annette Yeilchen in Switzerland, the servant to a 
damsel who was not esbscmed much greater than myself, am now 
tho young Baroness’s waiting-* woman, and make everybody of less 

* iiality stand back.” 

” If, in such circumstances,” said young Plulipson, ” you have the 
influence due to your consequcticc, let mo beseech of you to tell the 
Barones^ since we must now call her so, that my i>resent intrusion 
on her is occasioned by my ignorance.” 

”Away, away,” said*the girl, laughing ; ** I know better what to 
say in your behalf. You arc ppt the first poor man and pedlar that 
has got the graces of a great lady j but I wariwit you it was not by 
making hnmDle apologies, and tafking of unintentional intrusiom I 
will teU her of love, vFnich all the Rhino cannot quench, and which 
has driven you hither, leaving you no other choice than to come or 
to perish ! ” . 

” Nay, but Annette, Annette - 

“ Fie on you for a fool,— make a shorter name of ifc,— cry Ann<^ 
Anne I and there will be mor^ prospect of your being answered. 

So saying, the wild girl ran out or the room, delighted, ^ a xuoi^ 
taincer of lier descri^ion was likely to be, with the tiiought ot 
having done as she would ^esire to he done by, in her teneTOlei^ 
exertions to bring two lovers together, when on the eve of inevitaim 
separation. ^ . 

In this self-approving dumosition Annette sped up a narrow turn- 
pike stair to a closet, or aressing-room, where her young mistreaa 
was seated, exclaimed, with open mputS,— Anne of Gei— , 
I mean my liady Baroness, they are com^they are come* 

” The Ffailipsons?” said Anne, almost breathleeajss she asked the 
question. 
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• ' '* ' . ‘ 

«Ye» — «o — ” Answered the girl; "that is, yeSjr-fise^til^e h®#t of 
. them jl« come, and that is Arthur,” .. 

‘‘^at meanest thou, gill? Is not Seignor Pluh^OB^ ih« 
iflontf with his son?" , 


^ sare iHe oiu uauumuiuuu 5 w«?wi .v* ^ 

wiseseres, with eternal proTmrbs in their mou^, and nptm wwr 

« Unkind, inconsiderate"' girl, what* hast thou done ? ” #aid Anne ctf 
'Oeierstein* “ Did I not warn.and charge thee to hringr them l^th 
? and you hare brouglit tlie yomkg man alone to a plate' 
where we are nearly in solitude ? WEat will be — ^what can he thinK 


ofme?” . . . „ 

" Why, what should I have done ? soud Annette, remanamg 
in her argument. He Was alone, end should I have sent him down 
to the.dorff to be murdered by the Rhingrave^s lianz-kneehts ? All 
IS fishj I trow, that comes to their net; and how is he to get through 
this country, so beset with wandering soldiers, robber barons (1 beg 
your ladyship’s pardon), and roguish Italians, flocking to the Duke 
of Burgundy’s standard ?— Not to mention the greatest terror of 
all, that is never in one shape or other absent from one’s eye or 
thoi^ht’* 

^ Hushg bush, ^1 ! add not \i;,tter mad)|ess to the excess of folly; 
but let us think what is to be done. For bur sake, for his this 
unfortunate young man mu^ leave this castle instantly.”' 

You must take the message yourself then, Anne—I beg pardon, 
nost noble Baroness;— it may be ve^ fit for a lady of high oirth to 
send such a message, which, indeed, I have heard the mimiesingers 
tell in their romances ; bnt I am sure it is not a meet one Tor me, or 
any frank-hearted Swiss girl, to carry. No more foolery ; but re- 
member^ if you were born Baroness of Arnheim, you have been bred 
and brought up in the bosom of thc^Bwiss hills, and should conduct 
yourself liko an honest and well-meaning damsel.” 

“ And i.u what docs your wisdom reprehend my folly, good Made- 
moiselle Annette ?-” replied the Baroness. 

" Ay, marry ! now our noble blood stirs in our veins. But remem- 
ber, gentle my lady, that it was a bargain between us, when I left 
yonder noble mountains, and? the free air that blows over them, to 
coop myself lip in this land of prisons and slaves, that I should speak 
my mind to you as freely as^I did when our heads lay on the same 



wiU'spc^ nature and common sei;ise; and if your noble ears 
«e not made fit to hear and understandibese, the fault lies in them; 
tod not in my tongue.* Look you, you have saittejDizs%oam from 
wo great dangers,— one at the earth-shoot at Geion^tein, the other 
this very day, whep uia life was beset. A handsome young main he is, 
well spoken, anu well <inabfied to gain dcMservedly a may’s fisvotir 
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Befdre you saw the Swiss youth weyo at least not odious to 
you. You danced with them,— you jested with them,— you were the* 
general otfject of their admiration,— and, as you well know, you 
might hare had your choice through the Cautou-— Why, I tbmk it 

g iBsible a little urgency might hare brought you to thiuk of lludolph 
ouuerhugel as your mate/’ 

“Never, wench, never! ” exclaimed Anne. 

“Be not 80 very positive, my lady. Had he recommended himself 
to the uncle in the first place, I tliink^ain my jpoor sentiment, ho 
might at some lucky moment uavc carried the uiccc. But since we 
uve known this young Englishman, it has been litUe less than cou- 
lemning, despising, and somethii^ like liating, all the men whUiti 
you could endure well enough before." 

“Well, well,” said Anne, “1 will detest and hate thee more tiiian 
any of them, unless you bring your matters to an end/’ 

Softly, noble lady, fair and easy go far. All this argues you love 
the young man, and let those say that you are wrong who think 
there is anything wonderful in the matter. There is much to justify 
you, ami nolhiim that I know against iL" 

“What, foolQi girl] Remember my birth forbids me to lovo a 
mean man —my condition lo love a poor man— my father s commands 
to love one wfiose addres&e-* are without his coiibent — above all, my 
maidenly pride forbids me fixing my affections on one who cares not 

Here is'a'fine fiomil^l’^ baid Auneite; “but lean clear every 
it of it as ca&iiy as heather l^Vancib ^oos his text iu a holiday ser- 
mou. Your birth is a silly dream, which you have only learned to 
value within these two or three days, wlien, liaving conic to Uermaii 
soil, soum of the old German weed, U‘-iially called fiuuify pride, has 
begun to germinate in your heait. Think of such folly as you 
thought when you lived*at Ocierstcin, that is, during all the rational 
part of your life, and this gigat terrible prejudice will sink into 
nolliiijg. By condition, 1 conceive you mean estate. But I’hilip- 
fc»(*n’8 father, who is the most free-hearted of men, W'ill surely give his 
son as many zeohins as will stock ainounfaiu farm. You Lave fire- 
wood for the cutting, and land for the occupying, since you arc sm-ely 
^ entitled to part of Ocicrbtcii^ and gladly will your uncle put you in 
poft‘»es'4iou of it. You can manage th(»dairy, Arthur chu shoot, hunt, 
fish, plough, liarroW; and reap/’ 

Anne of Geievstem shook gcr head, ns if she greatly doubted her 
lover’s skill in the Iw^t of the uccomplMuncnfs enumerated. 

“Well, well, he can* learn, then,’ ssid Annette ycilchen; “and 
you will only live the hardcr«the first year or so. Besides, Sigismunda 
Bicderman will aid him willingb% and he a very horse at labour ; 

and I know another besides, wiio is a friend ” 

“ Of thiuo own, I warranlf^’ quoth the young Baroness. 

“ Marry, itj«^my poor frieim, Martin Surenger; “and Til nevcOt 
b^o false-hearted to deny my bacholoiv’ 

'^Well, well, but what is to be the end of all this? ” said the Baro- 
ness, impatientfy. ^ 

.“♦The end of ifc in mv opinion/’ said Annette, “is veryBimple* 
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Here aro pvio«ls niul prnyor-bonks AVithin a mile— go tlowii^ to iUe 
parlour, speak your luiiul to your lover, or hear him speak his mind 
to you; join hands, go quietly back to GeierSteiu in the character of 
man and wife, and get everything ready to receive your uncle on his 
return. This is the way th.it a idain Swiss wench would cut ofi* the 
romawce of a German Baroness 

“ And break the heart of her father,” said the young lady wj tli a sigh. 

“It is more tough than you are awnro of,” replied Annette; *‘lio 
hath not lived without yoif so long, but that he will be able to spare 
A on for the rest of his life, a great deal more easily than you, with 
IiU your newfangled ideas of quality, will bo able to endure his 
Bchenies of wealth and ambition, whicli will aim at making you the 
wife of some illustrious Count, like De Hagenbach, whom we saw 
not long since make such an edifying end, to the great example of 
all llobucr-Chivalry upon the Bhme.” 

“Thy plan is naught, wench; a childish vision of a girl, who never 
knew more of life than she has heard told over her niilking-paiL 
Reineiriber that my uncle entcrtaiiis the highest ideas of family dis- 
cipline, and that, to act contrary to my father’s will, W'ould destroy 
us in hi.s good opinion. Why else am 1 here ? wherefore has he 
resigned his guardianship; and w’hy am I obliged to change the 
habits that are dear to me, and assume the manners of a people that 
are strange, and therefore iiiipleasing to me?” 

“Your uncle,” said Annette, firmly, “ Landamman of the Can- 
ton of IJnterwalden ; respects its freedom, and is the sa\ orn iirotee- 
lor of its laws, of which, when j'ou, n denizen of the Confederacy, 
claim the protection, he cannot refuse it to you.” 

“Kvon then,” said the young Baroness, “ J should forfeit his good 
opinion, his more than paternal oflection : hut it is needless to dwell 
upon this. Know, that although T could have loved the young man. 
wJioiii i will not deny to be as amiable us joiir partiality paints him 

know,” “ «he hesitated for a moamit, — “ Unit he has never spoken 
a word to me on such u subject as you, witliout knoiving cither hi? 
sentiments or mine, would intrude on my consideration.” 

“Is it possible?” answered Annette. “I thought — I believed. 
Tliough I h.avc never pressed on your confidence — that you must- 
attached as you were to cacli other— have spoken together, like true 
maid and true bachelor, before now. 1 have done wrong, when J 
Ihoimlit to do for the best. — Is it possible ! — such things hav^e been 
heard of oven iii our Canlon—is it }) 0 .^-»iblc he can have harboured sc 
unutterably base purpose^, a.s that Martiji of Brisacb, who made 
love to Adela cJf the Sundgaii, enticed her to folly— the thing, thoiigli 
«!most inci’edible. is true,— fied — fled — f^'otn the country ana boasted 
of his villany, till her cousin Rayj,nond sileneed for ever his infa* 
mous triumph, by beating his brains out with liis club, even in the 
very street of the villaiirs native towiW J5y the Iloly Mother oi 
Einsiedleni could I ^aspect this Englishman of rxie/Ctating such 
treason. 1 would saw the plank across the moat Jll a fly’s we'fht 
would OToak it, ^nd it should be at six fatliom deep that he should 
abye the perf which dar/»d to meditate dishonour against w 
Mopted daughter of Switzerland.” 
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.Aft-Annette Veilduen spoke, all tlie fire of her mountain courage 
flashed f^tn her eyes, and she listened reluctantly while Anne of 
Gcierstcin endeavoured to obliterate the dangerous impression which 
her former words had impressed on her simple but faiUiful attendant 
" On my word,” she said, “ on my soul— you do Arthur Philipson 
injustice — foul iniustice, in intimating suen a suspicion ; — fais con- 
duct towards me has ever been upright and honourable— a friend to 
a friend— a brother to a sister— could not, in all he has done and 
said* have been more respectful, more #nxiously affectionate, more 
undeviatingly candid. In our frequent interviews and intercourse 

S e has indeed seemed very kind — ^very attached. But had I been 
isposed — at times I may have been too much so — to listen to him 
witli endurance,” — the young lady here put her hand on her fore* 
head, but the tears streamed through her slender fingers,—*^ he has 
never spoken of any love — any premrence j — ^if he indeed entertains 
any, some obstacle, . insurmountable on his part, has interfered to 
prevent him.” 

‘‘Obstacle?” replied the Swiss damsel. **Ay, doubtless — some 
childish bashfulness — some foolish idea about your birth being so 
high above his own — some dream of modesty pushed to extremi^ 
wliicli considers as impenetrable the ice of a spring frost. This 
delusion may be broken by a moment's encouragement, and I will 
lake the task on myself to spare your blushes, my dearest Anne.” 

“ No, no ; for lleavei^'s sake, mo, Veilchen ! ” answered the Ba- 
roness, to whom Annette had so long been a companion and con- 
fidant, rather than a domestic. “ Yoti cannot anticipate the nature 
of the obstacles whicli may prevent his thiuking on what j'ou ate so 
desirous to promote. Hear me. — My early education and the in- 
structi«s of my kind uncle have taught me to know something 
more of foreigners and their fasluons than I ever could have learned 
ill our happy retirement of Geierstein; I am well-nigh convinced 
that these iMiilipsons are of rjuik, as they are of manners and bear- 
ing far superior to the occupation which they appear to hold. The 
father ia a man of deep oWrratioii, of higli thought and pretension, 
and lavish of gifts, far beyond what consists with the utmost libe- 
ralily of a trader.” 

‘‘ 'riiat is true,” said Aqpottc ; “ I will say for myself, that the 
silver chain he gave me weighs against ten silver crowns, and the 
cross which Arthur added to it, the clay after the lo^ ride we hod 
together up towards Mons Pilatre, is worth, they telT me, as much 
more. There is not the like of it in ^ho Cantons. Well, whnt then ? 
They are rich, so are^’ou. So much the better.” 

“ Alas ! Annette, they ^re not only rich, but noble. I am EgHji 
suaded of this ; for 1 have observed often that even the fathffr^ 
treated, with an air of quiet and dignified contempt^ from discus^ 
sions with Donnerhugel^nd others, who, in our plain way, yn^bed 
to fasten^a dispute upon him. And when a rude observwou 
• ynnx plea^afftry pointed at the son, lifs flashed, his ebeeje 
^Sloured, and it was only a glance from, his mther which indt^d 
him to repress the retort of no friendly chaaa^er whidh rose to 
Aiifi lips.” 
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“ You have been a close observer/' said Anuetle. “ All tbis niiu 
be true, but I noted it not. But what then ? I say once more. B 
Arthur has some fme noble name in his own country, arc not you 
yourself Baroness of Aruheim ? And I will frankly allow it some- 
thing^ of worth if it smoothes the way to a match, where I think yon 
must look for happiness — hope so, else I am sure it should have 
HO ei)coiiraffeiH6nt from Tue.” 

do bSievo so, iny faithful Veildicn ; but, aliisl how can you, 
iu the state of natural freedom in which you have been bred* know, 

1 A A “..1. Al.S.. 




chain of rank and nobility hau|r8 upon those whom it fettorb and 
encumbers, I fear, ns much as it decorates? In every country the 
distinction of rank binds men to certain duties. It may caiTy with 
it rebtrictions which may prevent alliaiieos in foreign countries— it 
often may prevent them from coubuUing their inclinations when 
they wed in their own. It leads to alliances in which the heart is 
never ooiibulted, to treaties of marriage which are often ft>rined 
when the parties are iu the cradl^ or in loading strings, but whielj 
arc nut tlie Icbs binding on them iu honour and faith. 8ucli ina> 
exist in the ]>resent case. These alliances are often blended and 
mixed up with state policy ; and if the interest of England, or what 
he deems such, should Imve occabioned the older l^Lilipaou to foin* 
such an engagement, Arthur would break liLs own heart- -the l)eat 
of anj one else — rather limn ma}i;e false his father’s word.” 

The more shame to them that formed such an engagement ! 
said Annette. Well, they tsyiL of England being a -ree conntr\ 
but if they can bar young men and women of the natural pii\ib>j. 
to cull their hands and lieaits their own, 1 would iib soon be a Qca 
man soil.— Well, lad>, you are wise, ana I nni ignorant. J^ut what 
is to be done? 1 liaie brought this ;>oung man here, expecting, 
God knows, a hH])pUT issue to jour ineoUng. lint it ib clear >ou 
cannot mari^ Jiim without his asking yon. Now, although I confobS 
tliat, if 1 could tliiuk him willing to lorieif the hand of the fairebt 
maid of the Oautons, either from want of manly courage to iisk it, 
or from legaicl to bomc ridiculous engagement foiined betwixt hi* 
father and some other nobleman of then islinid of noblemen, I would 
not in cifiier case grudge him u ducking iu the mrnit : ^et it is an- 
other question, whether we should bend him down to bo nnirdeied 
among those cut-tliioats of the Kluugra\e; and uiilobs we do so, 
I kmrW not heftv to get rid of him.’’ 

“ Tiion let the boy William give attendance on him here, and do 
you bee to his accommodation. It is best w’e.do not meet.” 

will,” said Annette; ‘*yet W'hat am 1 to say for you? Un- 
*AiJj';'ily, 1 let him know that you were heSe.” 

Alas, imprudent girl ! Yet why bhoiild I blame thee,” baid Anne 
of Oeierstein, when the imprudence been so great on my own 
aide ? It is myself, who, suilering my imagination to rest toa long 
.upon this young man and his merits, have Jed modnto*t&is entanrfe- 
ment. But 1 will show thee that 1 can overcome this folly, ana v 
will not seek in mv^wn error a cause for evading the duties of bos 
pitality. Oo, V ^Ituien, get some refreshment ready. Thou shaK 
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Bup with us> aiid thou must not leave us. Thou shalt see me behave 
as becomes both a German lady and a Swiss maiden. Get me first' 
a candle, howeveiv my rfri, few I must wash these tell-tales, my eyes, 
and arrange my dreiss.'’'^ 

To Annette this whole explanation had been one scene of ostou- 
islimcnt, for, in the simple ideas of love and courtship in which slie 
had been brought up amid the Swiss mountains, she had expected 
that the two lovers would have taken the first opportunity of the 
absence of their natural guardians, and have united themselves for 
^ bver ; and she had even arranged a little secondary plot, in which 
I' slie herself and Martin Sprenger, her faithful bachelor, were to rc- 
' side with the young couple as friends and dependents. Silenced, 
therefore, but not satisfied, by the objections of her young mistress, 
the zealous Annette retreated, murmuring to herself, — ^*That litth^ 
hint about her dress is tlie only natural and sensible word she hns 
said in my hearing. Please God, I will return and lielp her in the 
twinkling of an eye. That dressing my mistress is the only part ot 
a waiting-lady’s life that I have the least fancy for — ^it seems so 
natural lor one pretty maiden to set oif another — m faith we are but 
learning to dress ourselves at another time.” 

And with this sage remark Annette Veilchen tripped down-stairs. 


CllAPTElf XXll. 

'i’fell roe iiol of it — li could ne*er abide 
The maimubry of all tliiil forced civility. 

“ X*ray, seat yourself, ujy lord.” With critiiuiig hiun. 

Tlio Bpewh is spoken, aud, with bended knee, 

Heard by the smiling courtier. — “ Uefore you, sir ? 

It must be on the •irlli, tlicu.” Hang it all I 
The pride which cloaks itself in such poor fashion 
Is BOfircfcly fit to swell a beggar’s bosom. 

Old Plat/. 

Up-staihs and down-stairs tiipped Annette Veilchen, the soul of 
all that was going on in tlK^only habitable corner of the huge caslh^ 
of Arnheim. She was equal to everf kind of 8ervic<^ and therefore 
popped her bead into the stable to be sure that Valliam attended 
properly to Arthurs horse, looked ipto the kitchen to see that the 
old cook, Marthon, rotated the partridges in due time (an interfer- 
ence for which she received little thanks), rummaged out a flaskor 
two of Rhine wine from^the huge Dom Daniel of a cellaiv^mBJ’ 
filially, just peeped into the pifrlour to see how Arthur was looking; 
when, having the satisfa^ion to see he had in the best manner fie 
could sedulously arrangecriiis person, she assured him that he should 
shorliy se8 •bar i^tress, who was rathar indisposed, yet copld not 
iidVain from coming down to see so valued an acquaintance. 

. Arthur Uushed when she spoke thus, and so handsome in 

the waitimsMnaid’s eve* that she could not help fi^^g to hersel& as 



Aim£ OT OEtEUdTBlN. 




to her young lady’s room WoH, if truo love^cannot managti 
TO bring that couple togellicr, in spite of all the obstacles tliat thej 
s^and boggling at, I wul nerer believe that there is such a tliipg ae 
true love m the world, let Martin Sprenger say what he will, and 
swear to it on the gospels.” 

When she reached the young Baroness’s apartment, she found, tc 
< lier surprise, that, instead of liaving pat on what finery she possessed, 
/that young tody’s choice had preferred the same simple kirtle whicl 
she had worn during the first day that Arthur had dined at Goicr- 
■litem. Annette looked at first puzzled and doubtful, then suddeiilj 
recognised^ tlie good taste winch had dictated the attire, and cx^ 
' claimed — You are right — you are right— it is best to meet him as 
a free-hearted Swiss maiden.^' 


Anne also smiled as she replied — ** But, at tlie same time, in the 
walls of Arnheim, I must appear in some respect as the daughter ol 
my father.' — Here, girl, aid me to put tliis gem upon the riband whicli 
Innds my hair.” 

. It an aigrette, or plume, composed of two feathers of a vul 
tore, matened together by an opal, which changed to the changing 
light with a vari^ility which enchanted the Swiss damsel, who had 
never seen anything resembling it in her life. 

Now, Baroness Anne,” said she, “ if that pretty thing be rcall} 
worn as a sign of your rank, it is the only thing belonging to youi 
dignity that 1 should ever think of. coveting^ for it doth dimmer an<] 
change colour after a most wonderful fashion, even something like 
one’s own cheek when one is fluttered.” 


Alas, Annette ! ” said the Baroness, passing her hand across hci 
eyes, of all the gauds which the females of my house have owned 
this perhaps hath been the most fatal to its possessors.” 

** And why then wear it ? ” said Annette- ‘‘Why wear it now, of all 


days in the year ? ” 

“ Because it best reminds me of mv duty to my father and family 
And now, girl, look thou sit with us tHi table, and leave not the apart- 
ment ; and see thou fly not to and fro to help thyself or others witt 
anything on the board, but remain quiet and seated till William 
lielps you to what you have occasion for.” 

r that is a gentle fashion, wl\i.ch I like well enough,” saic 

W'lllin.Yn aownta. 'iia uck v fhof if la a irkv fi- 


.niat down, run about, or Btandostill, without breaking some rule ol 
eourtly breeding. Xt is not so, 1 daresay, with you, who are fdways 
^^nerly.” 

"‘^^ess courtly than thou seemes^ to wink,” said the high-born 
;.inaiden; *‘but 1 feel the I'estraint more on the greensward, and 
.’,ttnder heaven’s free air, than when I ui^ergo it closed within the 
wrws of an apartment.” ^ 

" ** Ah, true — the danckig,v said Annette ; ** that-war^'sdmetiuBg;^ 
tie Sony for indeed.” . — ^ 

**Bnt most ani'jEraorry, Annette that I cannot tell whether 1 act 
t^redaely right w wroQg in see&g this young man, though it mnrt ha 
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forihc last time^ Were my fathmr to arrive ?— Were lUA SclirecR^- 
wald to return——” 

^*Tour father is too deeply engorged on some of Ids dark and mya- 
tio errands,” said the flippant Swiss ; " sailed to the mountains of the 
^Brockenberf, where mt<mes hold tlieir sabbath, or gone on a hunt- 
in^.p^arty with the Wild Huntsman.” 

Amiette, how dare you talk tlius of tny father ?” 

“Why, I know little of him personally,” said the damsel “and you 
3*ourBelf do not know much more. An^ how should that be false 
.ivhich all men say is true ? ” 
f Wliy, fool, Tvhat do they say ? ” 

“ Why, that the Count is a wizard — that your grandmother was a 
will-of-wisp, and old Ital Schreckenwald a bom devil incarnate ; and 
there is some truth in that whatever comes of the rest.” 

“Where is he?” 

“Gone down to spend the' night in the village, to see tlie lllmi- 
grave’s men quartered, and keep them in some order, if possible ; 
for the soldiers are disappointed of pay which they had been pro- 
mises! ; and, when this liapxjcns, nothing resembles a Lanz>kneelit 
exc<mt a chafed bear.” 

“Go we down, then, girl; it is perliai)s tlie last night which wo 
may spend, for years, with a certain degree of freedom.” 

1 will not pretend to describe the marked embarrassment with 
which Arthur Philipson Shid Amie%f Geierstein met; neither lifted 
their eyes, neither spoke intelligibly, as they greeted each other, 
and the maiden herself did not blusn*more deeply than her niodest 
visitor; while the good-humoured Swiss girl, whose ideas of love 
partook of the freedom of a more Arcadian country and its customs, 
looked 0% with eyebrows a little arched, much in wonder, and a little 
in contempt, at a couple who, as she might think, acted with such 
unnatural and constrafned reserve. Deep was the reverence and 
the blush with which Arthur offered his hand to the young lady, and 
her acceptance of the courtesy bad tlie same character of extreme 
bashfuluess^ agitation, and embarrassment. In short, thougli little 
or nothing intelligible passed between this very handsome and inter- 
esting couple, tlie interview itself did not on that account lose ai^ 
interest. Arthur handed tlii» maiden, as was the duty of a galiaiil 
of the day, into the next room, whe»e their repast was prepared ; 
and Annette, who watched with singular attention evatytlnng which 
occurred, felt with astonishment that the forms and ceremonies of 
the higher orders of society had sudli an influence, even over her 
free-born mind, as theYltes of the Druids over that of the Bomau 
general, when he said, 

“ I scorn them, yot they awe me.” 

“ \^iat cap have changed them ? ” said^Aimetfcc ; “ wdien at Gefter- 
they looked ITut like another girl and Bachelor, only that Anne 

so very handsome; but now they move m time and manner as if 
. they were leading a stutoly pavin, and bdiavc tcTN^jh other witli ns 
lOjach formal respect as if lie were Limdammaii of the Untcrwaldcn, 
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Berne* 'Th ell very fine, doubtlesn* but it 
isr u^ the way that Martin Sprenffer makes love/' 

. JLpparcritly, the eireumstanoes m which each of the young* perale 
'^^re placed recalled to them the habits of lofty and somewhat forr 
imtA courtejsy to which they mi^ht have been accustomed in formw 
days; and while the Baroness felt it necessanr to observe the strictest 
descorum, in order to qualify the reception of Arthur into the interior 
of ^her retreat, he, on the qther hand, endeavoured to Show^ by the 
profoundness of his respect, that he was incapable of misusing the 
kindness with which he had been treated. They placed theinselvefl 
at table, scrupulously observing tlie distance which might become a 
‘^vii'tuo^us gentleman and maid/' The youth William did the ser- 
vice of the entertainment with deftness and courtesy, as one well 
accustomed to such duty ; and Annette, placing herself between 
them, and endeavouring as closely as she could to adhere to the 
ceremonies which she saw them observe, made i>ractice of the civili- 
ties wdiich a^cre expected from the attendant of a baroness. Various, 
however, w^ere the errors which sb * committed. Her demeanour in 
general was that of a greyhound in :he slips, ready to start up every 
moment; and she was only withheld by the recollection that she was 
to ask for that wliich she had far more mind to help herself to. 

Other points of etiquette were transgressed in their turn, after 
the repast was over, and the at/^ndant retired. The waiting 
damacl often mingled too unceremoniously in the conversation, and 
could not help catling her mistress by her Christian name of Anne, 
ard, in defiance of all decorum, addressed her, as well as Philipson, 
with the pronoun which then, as well as now, w^as a dreadful 
solecism in German politeness. Her blurulers were so far fortunate 
that, hy furnishing the young lady and Arthur with a topic foreign 
to tlic ])eculiarilics of their own situation, they enabled them to with- 
f!raw their aitentions from its embarrassment.s, and to exchange 
smiles at noor Annette’s expense. *8110 was not long of perceiving 
tins, and, naif nettled, half availing herself of the apology to speak 
her mind, said, with considerable spirit, You have both been very 
merry, forsooth, at my expense, and all because I wished rather to 
#lse and seek what I wanted than wait Jill the poor fellow who was 
kept trotting hetwcou the boqrd ami b&\uffet found leisure to bring 
it to me. Y(\u laugh at me now, because 1 call you by your names, 
as they were given fo you in the blessed churcli at your christening; 
and because 1 say to yo>\ ihmi, addressing^my duncker and 

my Yungfrau ns I would do if [ were on iny ki>ees jiraying to Ileaven. 
jBut for all your nesv^world .fancies, I qan tell you, you are hut a 
couy/ie of chiidren, who do not know jour own minds, and are jesting 
away the only leisure given you to provide for your own liappincs.s. 
Nay, frown not, my sweet Mistress Bareness; I have looked at 
Mount Pilatre too often to fear a gloomy brow.” ^ 

Peace, Anuoite,” said her mistress, “ or quit ^heofWto/' 

Were I not more youy friend than I am my own/' sfud the hekSi 
rdroiig and undaw.#ted Annette, “I would quit the room, and the 
CM^.rie to bootj^nd leave yomto liold your house hei’o> AViHi your 
amiable seneschal, Ital Schrcckenwald.” 
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, Silence, thou malicious railcr ! '* said the hosts and let instant 
ipolo^y be made to me, and tlie wine which you baye calumniated^ 
or I will instantly command the supper to be postponed, till midnight. 

Here there was a general al^m amona^ the ^ruests, all aJ^ffriniT 
•iny part in the censures of Philipson, and most of them proposing 
that John Mengs should avenge himself on the actual culprit by 
t.\irniug him instantly out Of doors, rather than involve so many inno* 
and famished persons in the consequences of his guilt* The 
wine they pronounced excellent; some two or three even drank 
[licir glass out, to make their words good; and they all offered^if 
lot with lives and fortunes, at least with hands and to st^ort 
ho ban of the house against the contumacious Englishman* While 
ootition and remonstrance were assailing John Mengs on every 
nde> the friar, like a wise counsellor, and a trusty mend, endea- 
v'otued to end the feud, by advising Philipson to submit to the host^s 
sovereignty. •. 

“Humble thyself, my son,” he said; “bend the stubbornness of 
liby heart before the great lord of the «)igot and butt. I speak for 
:.he sake of others as well as my own ; for Heaven alone knoivs how 
nuch longer they or I can endure this extenuating fast T’ 

“Worthy guests,'* said Pliilipson, “ I am grieved to have offetulcd 
lur res])ecied host, and am so far from objecting to the wine, tbfl^ I 
vill pay for a double ilagon of it, to be served aU round to this hoii- 
jurable company — so, ohIy,'%liey do n#t ask me to share of it.” 

These last words were spoken aside; but the Englislunan coUld 
not fail to perceive, from the wry moutlft of sc»inc of the party who 
wore possessed of a nicer palate, that they were us much afraid m 
iiiinself of a repetition of the ackl potation. 

Tiie friaranext addressed the company with a proposaK that the 
roreign merchant, instead of being amerced in a measure of the 
iqiior which he had scandalised, should be mulcted in an equal 
ijuantity of the more generous wines which were usually produced 
\fter the repast had been concluded. In this, mine host, as well as 
Iho guests, found their advantage; and, as Philipson made no objec- 
lion, the proposal was unanimously .adopted, and John Mengs gave, 
»rom his seat of dignity, the signal* for supper to be served. 

I'he long-expected meal appeared, ana there w’as twice os much 
kne employed in consuming as there had* been in expecting it. The 
u ticles of wJiich tlio supper consisted, as well as the mods' of serving 
llicni up, were as much calculated to try the patience of the com, pan v 
».s the delay which had preceded its appearance. Messes of broth 
Hid vegetables followed in'succession, with platters of meat sodden 
ind roasted, of which each in its turn took ja formal course aroutii 
.he ample table, and was specially fwbiected to every one iu rotation, 
'llack-puddings, hung beef, dried fish, also made the circuit, with 
/arious condiments, called JMtargo, Caviare, and similar names, 
composed of thg «ioes of fish mixed with spices, and the like pre* 
jaratu^fl!^ calculates tcTawaken tliirst and encourage deep drinking, 
t^agfons of wine accompanied these stimulating dainli^ The liquoi 
vas so superior in flavour and sfrongth the ordinary^ine which 
aaO awakened so much con troversv. that it miffht be obiected to on 
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Uie opposite account^ being so head/^^iery, and strong, that, in spite 
of the rebuffs which his eriticism Lad already x)rocured, Philipsou 
ventured to ask for some cold water to allay it. 

You are too difficult to please, sir guest,” replied the landlord. 
{ again ' bending upon the Englishman a stern and offended brow ; 

yon find the wine too strong in my house, the secret to allay its 
strength is to drink the less. It is indifferent to us whether you 
drink or not, so you pay the reckoning of those good fellows who 
do.” And he laughed a gruff laugh. 

Philipson was about to repW, but the friar, retaining his' character 
of medmtof, plucked him by tne doak,and entreated him to forbear. 
^ You do not understand tfic wavs of the place/’ said he ; it is no;i 
here as in the hostelries of England and France, where each guest 
Ciills for what he desires for his own use, and where he pays for what 
he has required, and for no more*. Hei-e we proceed on a broad 
pdnciple of equality and fraternity. No one asks for anything in 
particular ; but such provisions as the host thinks sufficient are set 
down before all indiscriminately ; and as with the feast, so is it with 
the reckoning. Ail pay their proportions alike, without reference 
to tlie quantity of wine which one may have swallowed more than 
another ; and thus the sick and infirm, nay, the femidc and the child, 
pay the same as the hungry peasant and strolling IcmZ’/cnecfU,*' 

** It seems an unequal custom,” said Pliilipson ; “ but travcllcrf^ 
are not to judge. So that wficuji rccLJCning is called, every one, I 
atn to understand, pays alike ? ” 

** Such is the rule,’* said the friar, — “excepting, perhaps, some 
poor brother of onr own order, whom Our Lady and St Francis send 
into such a scene ns this, that good Christians may bestow their alms 
upon him, and so make a stop on their road to Heaven. 

The first words of this speech were spoken in the open and inde- 
pendent tone in which the friar hadbegun*the conversation ; the last 
sentence died away into the professional whine of mendicity nropci 
to the convent, and at once apprised Philipson at what price ne was 
to pay for the friai*’s counsel and mediation. Having thus explaiaed 
the custom of the country, good Father Gratian turned to illustrate 
it by his example, and, having no objection to the new service oi 
wine on account of its strength, he seemed 'well disposed to. signalise 
himself amongst some stdut topers, who, by drinking deeply, ajsr 
peered defermined to have full pennyworths for their share of the 
reckoning. The good wine gi*adaally did its office, and even tlu 
host relaxed his sullen aid gn’m fea.tures, and smiled to see ihc 
kindling flame of hilarity catch from dneHo another, and at lengtli 
::;mhrace almost all the .numerous g«.*ests at the table d’hote, cxcei)< 
a few who were too temperate partake deeply of the winoy or toi 
fastidious to enter into the discussions to which it gave rise. On 
these the host cast, from time to tiinfitn sullen and displeased eye. 

Philipson, who v/^s ijeserved and silent, both in^opeequcaice of j.<5i 
abstinence from the wine-pot, and his unwilTin^iess to con- 

versatioii stramjreix was looked upon by the landlord asti dc; 
faulter in inu-ticula^^ ; and as he aroused his own sluggisli 
nature with the fiery wine, Mengs began to throw out obscui’C.hi!ita 
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kill-joy^ mar-company, spoil-^norfc, and suchlike epithets, Vuich 
plainly directed against the JEnglishman. Phili|)5on replied, 
wth the utmost equanimity, that lie was perfectly sensible that his 
^spirits did not at this moment render him an a^ecablo member of 
'» meiTy company, and that with the leave of those present, ho would 
withdraw to his sleeping apartmept^ and wish them all a good even- 
ing, and contiauauce to their mirth. 

But this very rcosopable proposal, as it might have elsewhere 
seemed, contained in it treason against thft laws of German corapo- 
4:ation. . . • 

*‘Who are you,” said John Mengs, “who presume to leave the 
table before the reckoning is called and settled ? Sapperinent der 
tcufel! we are not men upon whom such an oiionce is to be put witlt 
impunity ! You may exiubit your polite pranks in Rams^Alley if 
you will, or in Eastcheap, or in Sniithheld ; but it shall not he in 
John MengsV Golden h^leece, nor will I suffer one guest to go tehed 
to blink out of the reckoning, and so cheat me and all the rest of iny 
company.” 

PliiJipson looked round, to gather tlie sentiments of the comply, 
but saw no encouragement to appeal to their judgment. Ind^o/ 
many of them had little judgment left to appeal to and those , who 
paid any attention to the matter at all, were some quiet old soakers, 
fwho were already beginning to think of Uie reckoning, and yrero 
disposed to agree with tlie\ost in co^siclermg the English mex'chant 
as a flincher, who was determined to evade payment of what might 
be drunk after he left the room; so thSt John Men^ received the 
applause of the whole company, wJien he concluded iiis triumphant 
denunciation against I’hiiipsoii. 

Yes, sif, you may witlidraw if you please ; but, poz element ! it 
shall not be for this time to seek for anotliev inn, but to the court- 
yard shall you go, and n3 further, there to .make your bed upon the 
stable litter; and good enough for the man that will needs be the 
first to break up good company.” 

“It is well said, my jovial host,” said a rich trader from llatisbon; 
“ and here are some six of us — more or less —who will stand by you 
to maintain the good old customs of Germany, and the — umpn — 
laudable and — and praise worl^ig’^ rules of the Golden ITleece.” 

“Nay, be not angry, sir,” said FhiMpsoii; “yourself and your 
three companions, wliom the good wine has multiplied iftto six, shall 
have your owui w’liy of ordering the matter ; and since you will not 
permit me to go to bed, I trust that yoif will take no offence if I fall 
asleep in my cliair.” * - 

“ How say you? what tliinlt you, mine host?” said the citizen fiiWM* 
llatisbon ; “may the gentleman, being drunk, as you see he is, since 
he cannot tell that three and one make six —I say, may he, being 
drunk, sleep in the elbow-clilfir ? ” 

This ouestian introduced a contradiction^ oi^iic part of the host, 
whp.fr^tended tbf t tfiree and one made foui*, not six ; and this ngaiu 
j;)roduced a retort from the Ratisbon trader. * clamours rose 

at the same time, and were at length wth difficulty t^^nced by the 
slauzas of a chorus song of mirth and good-fellowship, whidi the 



184 


fdar, DOW becorao sonjewhat oblivioDs of tlie rv^p of jpt Fr£|De)% 
Pm9:id^ed forth with better g^od-will tbaji bo ever snn^ a canticle 
of Kii^ |>avid. Under corer of this tumult, PhilJpgon drew himed^ 
a" little aside; and though he felt it impossible, to ^leep, as he had 
Jproposii^, was yet enabled to escape the r^roiichfal glances 
which lohn Hongs distinguished all those wnddid not call for wine 
loudly, apd drink it lustily. . His thoughts roamed far from the stubS 
of the (Jdlden Fleece, and upon matter very different from that which 
was discussed around him» wlien his attention was suddenly recalled 
. ^ a loud and continued knocking on the door of the hostelry. 

: " What have we here ? said Jonh Mengs, his nose reddehipg with 
^ery indignafcioft ; ** '^o the foul fiend presses on the Golden Fleece 
i^- euch an hour, as if he thundered at the door of a bordel? To 
turret window some ope — Geofirey^ knave ostler, or tlmu, old 
Timothy, tell the rash man there is no admittance into the Golden 
Fleece save at timeous houra.*^ 

The men went as they were directed, and might be heard in the 
Stubs vying -with each other in the positive denial which thoy gave 
to the ill-fated guest who was pressing for ndmission. They returned, 
Jioweyer, to inform their master tliat they were unable to overcome 
the obstinacy of the stranger, who refused positively to depart until 
he had an interview with Mengs himself. 

Wroth was the master of the Golden Fleece at this fll-omenetd 
pertinacity, and his indignat^n cxtend;.d, like a fiery exhalation, 
from his nose, all over the adjacent regions of his cheeks and brow. 
He startj^d from his chair, 'grasped in his hand a stout stick, which 
seemed his ordinary sceptre or leading staff of commandL and mut- 
tering something concerning cudgels for the shoulders of fools, and 
pitchers of fair or foul w'ater for the drenching of thr^ir ears, he 
marched off to the window which looked into the court, and left his 
guests nodding, winking, and w^hispering each other, in full ex- 
pectation of heoidiig the active demonstrations of liis wrath* It 
happened otherwise, however ; for, after the exchange of a few in- 
distinct words, they were astonished when they heard the noise of 
.the unbolting and unbarring of the gates of the inn, and presently 
after the footsteps of men upon the stairs; and the landlord enter-' 
fcg, with an aimearancc of clumsy courtesy, prayed those assembled 
io make room mr an honoured guest, who came, though late, to odd 
to them numbers, A tall dark form followed, muffled in a travelling 
cloak; on laving aside which, Pliilipson at once recognised his late 
feDow-travelier, the Black Priest of St Paul’s. 

There was in the circumstance itself nothing at all surprising, 
il^^ce it was natural that a landlord, hq^wever cojwse and insolent to 
ordinary Quests, might yet show dgference to an ecclesiastic, whether 
from his rank in the Church, or from his reputation for sanctity. 
But what did appear surprising to Phi%sbn was the effect produced 
by the entrance of ^is unexpected guest. He sejE^edJiimselfi with- 
out hesitation, at tltd b&hest place of the hou.rd>.>n'din whiU^ ^ohn 
Mengs had dethroned the aforesaid trader from Batisbon, notwith- 
standing hisjjf uix for micient German customs, his steady adherence’ 
and loyaIty-‘i 70 the Golden Fleece, and his propensity to brimming 
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jgfoblefes. Tlie priest took instmit and unscrnpulous possebsioti of Iih 
seat of honour, afler some neftlig^nt replvto the host's unwout^ 
(?ourtesy ; when it seemed tha^ the effect of his long* black Yesimonts, 
Ju place of the slashed and ffounced coat of his predecessor, as well 
**as of the cold grey eye with which he slowly reviewed the company, 
in some degree resembled that of tlie fabulous Gorgon j and if it did 
not literally convert those who looked upon it into stone, there was 
}et soinelhing petrifying in the steady unmoved glance with which 
he seemed to suiwey them, looking as if iosirous of reading their 
livery inmost souls, and passing from one to another, as if oacTi upon 
whom he looked in auccch^ion wa«s unworthy of longer conbidoraiiou. 

riiilip‘<on fell, in his turn, that momentary examination in which, 
however, tlieie mingled nothing’ that seemed to convey recognition. 
All the courage and composure of the Englishman could not pre- 
vent an unpleaisant feoliiiff while under this mjHteriou^ man’s eje, 
so that he felt a relief when it passed from him and rested upon 
another of the company, who seemed in turn to acknowledge the 
chilling effects of that freezing glance. The noise ol intoxicated 
mirth and drunken disputation, the clamorous aigumcnt and the 
still more boisterous laugh, which had been suspended on the prie&t^a 
cnteijug the eating apaitment, now, after one or two vain attempts 
to re&umc them, died nwaj, as if the feast had been clumged to a 
^neral, and the jovial guests had been at once cmiveited into the 
iugubrious mutes who ail Atd on suck soleninilies One lit<li» rosy- 
faced man, who after waidb i)ro\ed to be a tailor fi’oiu Aunsburg, 
ambitious, perhaps, of showing a degred of courage not usually sup- 
posed con-sistent with his effeminate trade, mmle a bold eflVnt ; and 
yci it was with a timid and rcstraiuod voice that he called on the 
joiiil fiiaisto renew his song. But whether il* was that he did not 
date to sentuie on an uueanonical pastime in presence t>f a brother 
ii» orders, oi whether he^lniJ some oilier rca-.on tor deelining the 
imitation, the mei ry churchmau Jnmg his heatl, and rIiooIc it with 
s»ach nil oxprcH«ive air of melancholy, that the tailor drew back as if 
he had been deteeted in cabbaging from a cardinal’s robes, oi crib- 
bing the lace of some cope or rdtar gown. Iii shoiU (lie ie\el was 
hushed into deep silence, and so attentive were the company to 
what should arrive next,tnat the village cluirch, striking 

the first hour after miduiglit, made the quests start as if they heard 
lliem rung backwards, to amiomice an assault or conflagration. 
The Black Priest, wlio had taken some slight and hasty repast, 
winch the host bad made no kind objection to buppl.vinjt him 
with, seemed to think the bells, which announced the service of 
lauds, being the first after midnight, a proper signal for bieakiML 
up the party. ^ 

“ We have eaten, he said, ^^tbat we may support life, let us pray 
that we may be fit to meet death ; which waits upon life as surely as 
night upon day, qr the shadow upon the suubeam, though we. know 
not wrkwn or flrom •whence it is to come upofl 
The company, as if mechauically, bent their uncovered beads, 
while the pnest said, with his deep and solemn voice, Latin prayc^ii 
^pressing thanks to God for protection throogbout'’we day* nncL 
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QH^ poor Mfir, pkid tiiaaks ia xtmo; a blesgiag in’good 
Gterm^iuad bad IwC tbldijoat end tbeni idiort : for» approach- 
log Philipsoa-^witb »40Midld mlSg ItMul, he offered fau own services 
to show Idea where. 4 li 9 ^gld'«eep, aOd even had <he eondeseension 
iio pidi 7 his raa^ with his own hmdlordly hands. 

Yoa hdeo piO‘%B^ iXGt)bT^ ‘a^ host^ said the merehan^ some- 
what 8uipiAMd.^^:ii$HHige la the mannev of John Meogs, who had 
hitherto cos^hwdiotiM him at '^ry word. 

“ r eaunot ti^e top maeh ns^s for a ffudbt,” wm the repW» " whom 
ipiy Tenerable.&iend(;tba lE^hest of St Paul’s, hath espeew^ recom- . 
mended to my ehatge.” 

He then opened door of a snt^ bedroom, prepared for Uie 
occupation of a gae^ and said to Philipson, — Here you may rest 
till to-;mpiTOW at what hoar yem will, and for as many days more as 
you iholine. The key will seeiure your wares against theft-or piUt^e 
of any kind. I do not this for every ono ; for, if my guests were 
pyery one to have abed to himself, the next thing they would demand 
might ,be,.a separate. table ; and then there would be nu end of the 
good did iGlerman customs, and we should be as foppish and frivolous 
as our neighbours.” 

He placed the pdrtmauteau on the floor, and seemed about to Jeavo 
the apartment, when, turning about, he began a sort of apology fdr 
rudeness of his former behaviour. 

' /“I trust there is no mlSunderstahdhig between us, my worthy 
guest. You might as well expect to see ono of our bears come aloft’ 
and do tricks like a jackanapes, as one*of ns stubborn old Oermaus 
play the feats of aFrench or an Italian host. Yet 1 pray you to note, 
tliat if our behaviour is rude our cluuges are honest, ande^^ articles 
what theymrofess to be. We do not expect to make Mdtellp pass 
for lihcnisu, by dint of a how and a grin, nor will we sauce your 
mess with poison, like thd wily Italian, luid call you all the time Ulus- 
trissimo and Magnifioo.” 

He seemed in these words to liave exhausted his rlietoric, fbr, when 
they were spoken, he turned abruptly and left the apartment. 

Philipson was tuus deprived of another opportunity to inqmro who 
or what this ecclesiastic could be, that had exercked such influence 
on all wIm) approached hiui. He felt, indeed, no derire to prolong a 
couferenee with John Mcnga, tiioag)ihe*had laid, aside in such a con- 
siderable degree his rude and repulsive manners ; yetdie longed to 
know who this man could be, who had power with a word to turn 
aside the flaggers of Alsatian banditti, habituated as they were, like, 
most borderers, to robbdlry and piUage, and to change into civility ' 
the proverbial rudeness of a Herman innkeeper. Such were th«y^‘ 
flecuons of Philipson, as he doffed clothes to take his much-ueeued 

repose, after a day of fatigue, danger, and difficulty, on the pallet 
afforded liy the hospitality oMhe Golden Fleece, in the Rhein-llmL < 



AIC((B vV GXItB88fsin> 


m 


tlHAt»TBB 3tX. 

Marheih Ilov*' now, yo scoiot, black, and mldnSglit hagi, ySHuki 
A deed Mithout a name. 

ifiuhrtK 

Wb have said in the conclusion of the Iasi chapter, that, after vt 
day of unwonted fatigue and extraordinary excitation, the merchant, 
Pbilipsoii, natmally expected to forget so many a^piatin^ passajres 
in that deep and profound ropos^ which is at once the consequence 
and the cure of oxtreine exhaustion. But he Was no sooner laid on 
hi«« lowly pallet, than he felt that tho bodily machine, ovor-labourecl 
by so uiucli exotcise, was little disposed to the charms of Sleep The 
mind had been too mxirh excited, tho body was far too forerish, to 
suffer him to ]>arfake of needful rest. His anxiety about the safety 
of his son, lus c*>tnectutes concerning tho issue of his mission to the 
Duke of Binqnnuy. and a thousana other thoughts which recalled 
past events, t»i speculated on those which woie to come, rushed upon 
liH nuiid lilc<' tliewa>e->of a perturbed sea, and pre\cntcd all ten- 
dency to ii»poie. Ho had been in bed abput an hour, and sleep had 
not yet appioHclicd couth, when he fcH that the pallet on which 
ho lay w as sinking below higi, and that he was in the act of do&cend- 
ing* along with it he knew not whether. The sound of ropes and 
pulU 3 •^was aho indistinctly hcaid, though every caution had botn 
taken ti> nnke (licni lun smooth ; and tho traveller, by feeling aiouiul 
him, heeam*' M^nslUo that he and the bed on which he la^' had heou 
spread upon a laige trap door, which was qapablo of being let down 
into the vaults, m apiiTtments beneath, 

Phihpson felt Aai in ciicnmstftuces so well qualified to produce 
it ; foi iiow could he hope a safe termination to an advcntuic which 
hadWguu so stiangely? But his apprehensions were those of a 
biave,rc ady wifted man, who, even in the extremity of danaoi, wluch 
appeared to sui round him, pieseiied his preseiice of niind. lIJs de- 
scent seemed to be cautiously mauai^'d, and he held himself in roadi- 
nosb to stait to hb feet and^uefend nimself, as soon ns he should he 
once more iljion Jii in ground. Although somewhat advanced in yeais, 
he was a man of gieat porsqiial vigour and activity, and unless taken 
at advantage, which no doubt waj at pipsent much to be appio- 
Jionded, he was likely to make a forundablc defence. His plan of 
Ir^btance, howeier, had been antif !p«vtcd He no sooner icaclieil 
the bottom of the vault, down to which he was lowered, than two 
men, wlu) had been waiting theic lilLtlie opeiation was completed, 
laitl liaiuL on Inin fi oni ( itlun suh , and; forcmly preventing him from 
Rtrti ting up a*- licniwundad, cu t a lope over his, piri\^>, afid nni^e him a 
inisonet as effectuallv,vs when he was in the dungeons of La l^brotlo. 
He was obliged, tlierefoie, to remain passive and unresisting, nmL 
await the tjtgnuination of this formidable adventure. Secured as ho 
wa«, he cuind only turn his head from one side to the Qtlier ; qnd it 
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was iritb joy tbfrt he at lenjrtb Mw lights twiokle> but th^y appeared 
at a great oistaaiie firom him. 

From the irregular muruer in which these scattered lij^ts ad- 
*vauoed, som8timea keeping a straight line, sometimes mizmg and 
crossing each other, it might be inferred that the subterranean vardt 
in whiiSi they appeared was *of very considerahio extent. Their 
number also Increased; and as they collected more together, Philip* 
son could peredye that the lights nroccoded from many torches, 
borne 1^ men muffled in black cloaks, like mourners at a fhneral, 
or the filack Friars of Saint Francis’s Order, wearing their cowls 
drawn over their heads, so as to conceal their features. They ap- 
peared anxiously engaged in measuring off a portion of tho apart- 
ment ; and, whue occupied iu that employment, they sung, in tlio 
ancient German language, rhymes nioio rude than I’hilipsou eould 
well uuderstaud, but which may be imitated thus: - 

Momutm* of good and evil, 

Bitng the square, ttie lino* the icveli — 

Rear the aluu , dig the tieuch, 

Blood both stOQO atid ditch aliaU drenoli 
Cubits hUc, from end to end» 

Must the fetal bench extciul^>— 

Cubite SIX, from side to aide, 

Jiidgo and culpiit must divide. 

Ou tho east lbe < ourt a«f^ub}cH, 

On ttie west tho Accused Trembles— 

Answer, brethicii, all and oim, 

Is the ntual lightly done ? * 

A deep chorus boomed to icply to fhe question. Many voices 
joined iii it# as well of persons nlieady iu the subterranean vault, aa 
of dtheis who as ;jet remained without iu various gHllevies and j»as- 
faa^eswbioh conimuuicalcd with it,aud whom Philipbon iK>wpres\mu*d 
to boeiy nunieroub* The aiiewv’ chanted ran as follows : - - 

On life* and soul, on blood uud bcuo. 

One ioi uU, tnd all foi one, 

Wq wairant thp Ib lightly done 

Tho original fatraiu was tluiji renewed in tho same manner as 
before — 

How we UB the night Doth morning bhiuu 
In early radiance ou tho Rhino? 

What niUBio Uoats upon hit* tide? 

Do lurds tiie tmdy moiuiug chide? 

Bietlucn, Ibuk out from lull and height. 

And answer ti^, ho\t >scurB tlie mghtf 

The answer was returned, thoif|rh lesb loud than at fiibt, and it 
'eeincd that tliobo hy whom Jlie rejjly was ghon were at a much 
greater distance than before ;* 3 et the words were distinctly licard : 

Tfie Uigbt is old ; ou Biuno'a broad bieast 
Ohmee diowsy ataia iiluoli long to i^bt 
Ko beams aie twmkhn f in tho east 
Tiiero is a voice upon the ilotidik 
Tho Bteru still call oi blood foi blood 1 
"JTis tjiuv w*. listen the b* hc'-t 
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Hie choiHis replied v?ilii iQAn; additional rofceth- 

TTp, then* tip t When dey'e at rcet* 

*¥18 time that soeh tui we are watCR(uw | 

Rise te judgment, biwthren, Hso I 
Veoseanee knows not aleony cyesi 
He and night are mataiiera 

Tbe nature of the verses soon led PliilipsO!! to corapreliend tluit lie 
vra» iu presence of the Initiated, or the Wise Men ; names which were 
applied to the celebrated Jwdffes of the Secret Tribunal, which coiv 
tinned at that period to subsist in Siiabia, Franconia, and other dis- 
tricts of the cast of Qerniany, which was called, perhaps from the 
frightful and frequent occuiTonce of executions by command of those 
in^sible judges, the Red Land. Philipson had often heard that the 
seat of a free Count, or chief of the Secret Tribunal, was secretly 
instituted even on the left bank of the Rhine, and that it maintained 
itself iu Alsace, with the usual leiincily of those secret socicticfl, 
thougli Duke Charles of Burgundy had expressed a desire to dis- 
cover and discourage its influence so far as was possible, without 
exposing himself to danger from the thousands oi poniards which 
that invsteriou-3 tribunal could put in activity against his own life 
an awful means of defence, whicli for a long time rendered it ex- 
tremely hazardous for the sovereigns of Germany, and even the 
Emperors tliemselves, to put dbwii ny aiflhority those singular asso- 
ciations. 

So soon m this cxplanaH(*n flashed on the mind of PhilipBon, it 
gave some clew to the character and condition of the Block Priest 
of St Paul's. Supi>os5ng him to be a prerident, or chief official of 
the secret association, there M^as little wonder that he slr<>uld coufido 
so much in the inviolability of his terrible office, as to propose vAidi- 
cating the execution of i)c Hagcnbach j^'tbat his prcsoncc should 
surprise Bartholomew, whom he liad powci* to have judged and exe- 
cuted upon the spot ; and that his mere appeanuicc at supper on the 
preceding evening sboukl have appalled the guests; for ihougJi 
everything about the institution, its proceedings and its officers, waj« 
]>rcsen'oil in as much obscurity as is now practised in freemasonry, 
yet the secret was not so absolutely ^cll koi)t as to prevent certain 
individuals from being gneksed or liinted at as men initiated and in- 
trusted with* high authority by the Velnne-gcricht, or tribunal of the 
bounds. WIicii such suspicion attached to an individual, his secret 
power, and supposed ac<pAvintance with all guilt, liowever secret, 
which ivas committed within the society ill whi<*U ho ivas conversant 
<»nde him at onco tlic dread and hatred of every one wiio looked on 
him ; and he enjoyed a high degree of pcrsonarrespect, on the same 
terms on winch it would have been yielded to a powerful enchanter, 
or a dreaded genie. In cen versing ‘^ucli a person, it was espe- 
cially neccdsuupr^^abs^iD from all questions nllv’dijig, liowevor re- 
motely, ttytlic office wliich lie bore in the Sedvet Tribulfetl ; and, 
indeed^ to testify the' least curiosity upon a subject so solemn and 
mysterious, was sure to occasion bome misfortune to the innuihiiivS 
perhon. ' 
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All <liese thmgn ruBliod at once upon the foind of the KnglislimM* 
TV’ho felt that he had fallen into iho hands of an unspurinff iribunaL 
whose proceedings were so much dreaded by those who resided 
within the circle of their power, tiimt the friendless stranger must 
stand a poor chance of receiving justice at their bands, whatever 
might be his eonsciousness of innocence, *While Philipson made 
this melancholy reflection, ho resq^ved, at the same time, not to tot- 
sake his own cause, but defend himself ^ be best might ; conscious 
as he was that these terrible and irreRponsible judges were neverthe* 
less governed by certain rules of right and wrong, which formed a 
cheek on the rigours of their exf morainary code- 

lie lay, therefore, devising the best means of obviating tim present 
danger, while the persons whom he beheld glimmered before him, 
less like distinct and individual forms, than like the phantoms of a 
fever, or the phantasmagoria with which a disease oi' the optic nerves 
has been known to people a sick man's chamber. At length they 
assembled in the centre of the apartment where they had first np* 
poared, and seemed to arrange themselves into form and order. A 
great number of black torcbes were successively lighted, and the 
scene became distinctly visible. In the centre of the Iiall, Philipson 
could now perceive one of the altars which are sometimes to be 
found in ancient siibteirancan chapels, liut wc must pause, jii 
order briefiy to describe not the appearance only, but the nature 
and constitution, of this rcrrible cdlirt. 

Behind the altar, which seemed to be the central point, on which 
all eyes were bent, there wore placca in parallel linos two benches 
covered with black cloth. Each w'as occupied by a number of per- 
sons, who seemed assembled as judges; but those udio held the fore- 
most bench were fewer, and appeared of a rank superior to those 
\Vho crowded the scat inost remote from the altar. Unc first sceini d 
to be all men of some co*nsoquenco, priests high in their order, knights 
or iiobloracii ; and iiotwitlistaiiding an appearance of equality which 
seemed to pervade Ihin singular institution, much more weight Was 
laid upon their opinion, or testimonies. They were called Free 
Knights, Counts, or whatever title they miglit bear, while the infe- 
rior class of the judgt's were only termed hVee and u orthy Burghers. 
For it must be (observed, thal» the Vcbtniquc Institution, which was 
the name tlint it commonly bore, altlTough its power consisted in a 
wi(Jc system of c-»])ionage, and the tyrannical appliflhtion of force 
which ‘acted upon it, was yet (so rude were the ideas of enforeinff 
public law) uccouiitcd to confer a pri^lege on tbe country in which 
it was received, and only freemen were allowed to experience ite 
influence. »Serfd and peasjitits could neither have a place araoinjf^-Ws 
Free Judges, their assessors, or^assistiints ; for there was in this as- 
sembly even idea of trying the culprit by his j'cers. 

Besides iho di/jiniaiicH^vvho occupied the benclie-s there were 

1 T»*# word rVohiiTe, Volnno, Is cf nncertAln derivfttil\ but was always 

wsod tointi)Y\ato tliw iiuiulsitorLU and scciot Court. Tljo members wsro turned Wfii- 
sciidcti, or lultiatsd, to the nKHlciu pbraao of IHuvi^inati. Hr Vahpekto 

hQQTUH iijcliucd tu the woul Vihme {rOTmJJimCt ie. Law, lio is proMbly 
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othetvu who stood AiHHindt and seemed to.sniErd the various entrauees 
to the hall of judgnoaeiJ^t, or, staicidini£f bemud the seats on whieh their 
su^eiiets were raufed, looked prepared to execute their commau^. 
These were members of the order, though not of the highest ranka 
&k3pp6n is the name generally assigned to themi signifying olB* 
dials or sergeants of the Tehmique Court, whose doonv they stood 
sworn io enToroe, through good report and bad report, against their 
own nearest and mo>^t beloV^^ as well as in cases of ordinaiy male- 
factors. 

. The Schoppeii, or Scablnii as they were termed in T^atin, Iiad 
another horrible duty to perforin, that, namely, of denouncing to the 
tribunal wliatever caiiic under their observation, that might be con- 
strued as an offence falling under its cogiiisauee ; or, in their lan- 
guage, a crime against the Yehme. This duty extended to the 
judges as well ns the assistants, and was to be discharged without 
respect of persons; so that, to know, and wilfUUy conceal, the guilt 
of a mother or brother, inferred, on the part of the unfaithful omcial, 
the saine penalty as if he liimself had committed the crime which his 
silence screened from punislimciit. Such an institution could only 
prevail at a time when ordinary moans of justice were excluded by 
the hand of power, and when, in order to bring the guilty to punish- 
ment, it re(iuircd all the influence and authority of such a confede- 
racy. lu no other country tlinr' one exposed to every bpccies of 
feudal tyranny, and deprived of every ordinary mode of obtaining 
justice or redress, could such a i^ystom have taken root and flourished. 

We must now roiiirn to the brave Knglishman, who, though feel- 
ing aJl the danger ho encountered from so tremendous a tiibuual, 
maintained nevertheless a dignified and unaltered composure. 

The meeting being assembled, a coil of ropes, and a naked sword, 
the well-known signals and emblems of Venmique authority, wore 
deposited on the altar ; where the^ sword, from its being usually 
straight, with a cross ^ handle, was considered as representing the 
blessed emblem of Christian Redemption, and the cord as indicating 
the right of cviminul jurisdiction, and capital punishment. Then the 
President of the meeting, who occupied the centre seat on the fore- 
most bench, arose, and laying his han{t on the symbols, jirouounoed 
aloud the formula expressivtwf the duty of the tribunal, which all 
the inferior jK^lges and assistants repeated after him, in deep and 
liollow murmurs. 

swear by the Holy Trinity, to aid and co-operate, without re- 
laxation, in the things belonging to the Holy Velinic, to defend itn 
and institutions /igaiust fethei; and mother, brother and 
sister, wife and children ; against fi^e, wafer, earth ana air ; agaiubt 
all that the bun enlightens; against all that the dew moistens; 
against all cicalcd things of heaven ancr^earth, or the waters under 
the earth; rfvc information to fhis hol^ judicature, 

of all that I to be true, ^ r hear repeated CTttlilflo testkaony, 
which, by the rules of th%» Iloly Vohnie, is deserving of animadvor- 
jdon or punishment ; and that I will not cloak, cover, or conceal, such 
jtoy tnowled^^e, neither for love, friendship, or family aflection, nor* 
silver, or precious stones : neither will I asocial c with 





prit his dang^, or advising: hihi to escape, or aiaing^ and suppljrinjr 
him with mahaeli of means to th^^ effect ; neitlieff will 1 relieve sura 
culprit with fire, clothes, food, of shelter, though mj father should 
require from me a cup of water in the heat of summer noon,, or my 
brother sho^ request to sit by mj fire in the bitterest cold night. of 
'Muter : An ^further, I vow and promise to honour this holv asaocia* 


vnnter : juicriurtner, i vow ana promue to nonour tnis noij associa- 
tion, and do its behests speedily, faithfuU|^, and firmly, in preference 
to tliose of any other triranal whatsoever — so help me God, and his 
holy Bvangelists*^ . 

. When tlms oath df office had been taken, the President, addfeasiulr 
the assembly as men who judge in secret and punish in secret, lilto 
the Deity, desked them to say, why this child of the cord my 
before them, bound and helpless ? An individual rose from the more 
^moto jbHsnch, and in a voice which, though altered asid agitated, 
Pbilipson conceived that he recognised, declared himself the accuser, 
as hound by his oath, of the child of the cord, or prisoner, who 
beftire them. 


*■ Bring forward the prisoner,’’ said the President, duly secure, 
as is the order of our secret law; but not with such severity as moy 
interrupt his attention to the proceedings of the tribunal, or limit 
hi^ower of hearing and replying.” 

Sue of the assistants ii^ediately^lregged forward the pallet and 
platform of boards on wliicli Philipsoii my, and advanced it toward 
the foot of the altar. This done, eaclwunsheathed his dagger, while 
two of them unloosed the cords by which the merchant’s hands were 
secured, and admonished him. in a whisper, that the slightest attempt 
to resist 5 |r escape, would be tiie signal to stab him dead. 

** Arise r* said the President; "listen to the charge to be preferred 
against you, and believoyou shall in us find judges equally just and 
inflexible.’” • 

Phillpson, carefully avoiding any gesture which might indicate a 
desire to escape, f&isod his body on the lower part of tiie coucli, and 
remained seated^ clothed as he was in his under vest and or 

drawers,. BO as exactly to foce the inuffied President of the terrible 
court. Even in these agitating, circumstances, the mind pf the un- 
daunted Englishman remain^ unshaken, and his eyelid did not 
quiver, uor his heart beat quicker, though he seenied»accordiiig to 
the expression of Scripture, to be a pugrim in the Valley of tli© 
Shadow of Death, beset by numerouSfPi&nares, and Cncomiiasscd by 
total darkness, where light w^ most necessary for safety. 

Tli.e President demanded his name, country, aiid occupation. A 
" John Philipson,” was ttfe reply ; " by birth an Englishman, Wy 
profession a merchant ” * 

" Have you ever home aiiy««ther name, and iirofcssiou ? ” .demanded 
the Judge. - . ^ , 

" I lipvb beJfn fosoldicr, and, like mosf ottiefl^naa TOqg a name 
which I was known in war.” 


" What was that name ? ” 


^ 1 Tlio term or cliCd of the cord, wjts applied to tlua perSia aceosed te- 

for^cse awful asscmbliea. • 
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laid it aside when I resigned my sword, and I do not dcsird 
again to he known by it. Moreover, I nerer boreit where yonriuatl- 
tutions have weight and authodiy,*^ answered the Englishman* 

*^lCnow you before whom you stand continued the Judge. 

I may at least guess/’ replied the merchant 

Toll your guess, then,’’ continued the interrogator. Say who 
we are, and wherefore are you before us ? 

I believe that I am before the Unknown, idr Secret Tx'ibunal, 
which is ccdled Velnne-gerfcht” 

** Then arc you aware,” answered the Judge, ** that you would be 
safer if yon were suspended by the hair over the Abyss of Sebaif-' 
hausen, or if you lay below an axe, which a thread of silk idone kent 
back from tho fall. What have you done to deserve such a fate ? 

*'* Let those I’cply by whom I am subjected to it/’ answ*orcd I^liilip- 
son, with the same composure as before. 

Speak, licensor I ” said the President, ** to the four quarters of 
Heaven ! — To the cars of the free judges of this tribunal, and the 
faithful executors of their doom ! — And to the face of the child of the 
cord, who denies or conceals his guilt, make good the substance of 
thine occupation ! ” 

“ Mopt dreaded,” answered the accuser, addressing the President, 
** this man hath entered the Sacred Tciritory, which is called the 
Red Land,-— a stranger under a disguised name and profession. 
When he was yet on the eastent'side of tlr6 Alps at Turin, in Iiom- 
bardy, and elsewhere, ho at various times spoke of the Iloly Tribu- 
nal ill terms of haired and cohtempt, and declared tliat were no Duke 
of Burgundy, he >vould not permit it to extend itself from Westpha- 
lia, or F^nabia, into his dominions.^ Also, I charge him, that nourisli*' 
ing this malevolent intention against tho Holy Tribunal, who now 
appears before tlie bench os child of the cord, has intimated his in- 
tention to wait upon the court of the Duke Of Burgundy, and use his 
influence with him, which he hoastsbwill prove eflectunl, to stir him 
up to prohibit the meetings of the Holy Vehme^in his* dominions 
and to inflict on their officers, and the executors of their mandates, 
tho punishment duo to robbers and assassins.” 

This is a heavy charge, brother 1 ” said the President of the as- 
sembly, when the accascr ceased speaking — ” How do }ou purpose to 
make it good ? ” 

According to the tenor of those secret statutes, the perusal of 
Avliich i^i proliibitcd to all but the initiated/’ answered the accuser. 

^‘It is well,” said the l^’csideiit; .‘Mmt I ask tlico once more. 
What are those means of proof? — ^You speak to holy and to initiated 

I will prove my charge/’ said fho accuser, ” by the confession of 
the party Iiiinsclf, and by my own oath upon the holy emblems of the 
ISSccret Judgment— that is, the steel aiM the cord.” 

“ It is a legitw*«.;ic.offcy of proof/’ said a member of tjic aristocratic 
bench of assembly; it much concerns' the safety^of the 
system to which we ard bound hy such deep oaths— a s^^stem handed 
down to ns from the most Christian and holy Rotnau Emperor,* 
Oharletnague, for the conversion of the heathen Saracen^ tod punish* 
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8ueh of tUetH ilft reroliedt n®aio to tljeir Fsagm practices, Hint 
aucli crim^alB abonld be looked This Duke Charles of Burgundy 
hath alremjr crowded biaar^ witih foreiguersi whom he can easily 
employ against this Sacred Court, more especially with EngHsh, a 
fierce insular people Weaded to their own usages, and hating those 
of every otl^ natibn. It is not unknown to us^ Hiat the 3Dake bath 
^eady encouraged opposition to the officials of the* Tribunal in more 
than one of his Cermah dominiona^ and tliat in consequence, 
instead of submitting to their doom with reverent resignation, duildren 
of the cord have been found bold enough to resist the executioners of 
the Vebnie, striking, wounding, and even slavingtbose who have re-: 
eeived commission to put them to death. This contumacy must Vo 
put an end to ; and if the accused shall be proved to be one of thosO ' 
hy whom such doctrines are haihoured and inculcated, I say^ let the/ 
steel and cord do their work on him.’’ 

A general murmur seemed to approve what the sneaker had said ; 
for ail were conscious that the power of the Tribunal depended much 
more on the opinion of its bemg deeply and firmly rooted in the gene- 
ra system/ than upon any regard or esteem for an institution, of 
whicli all felt the severity. It followed, that those of the members.; 
who enjoyed consequence by means of their station in the ranks of the 
Velime, saw the necessity of supporting its terrors by occasional ex*< 
amples of severe ptmishuient ; none could be more readily" 
sacrificed, than an unknown and wandering foreigner. AH this ; 
rushed upon Philipsou’s .mind, hut did not prevent his making a 
Btea^ reply to tbe.accus£^ion. 

** GTentlemeu,” he said, ® good citizens, burgesses, or by whatever 
other name you please to he addressed, know, that in my former 
days Iha^ stood in as great peril as now, ana have never turned 
my heel to save my lifei Cords and daggers are not calculated to 
strike terror into those wliohare^een swords and lances. My answer 
to the accusation is, that I am an Englishman, one of a nation accus- . 
tomed to yield and to receive open-handed and equal justice dealt 
forth iu the broad light of day. 1 am, however, a traveller, who 
knows that he has' no right to oppose the rules and laws of other 
nations, because they do not resemble those of his own. But this 
caution can only bo called for in lands where the system about which 
we converse is in ftiU force and operation. If. wo speak of the insti- 
tutions of Geriniuiy, being at the time in France or Spain, we may, 
without oftence to tlie country in whiclyhey are current, dispute con- 
cerning theni, as siudenta debate upon a logical thesis iu a university; / 
The accuser objects to me* that at Turin, or elsewhere iu the nqrtW 
of Italy, I spoke with censfire of the institution under which rtaor 
now judged. I will not deny that 1 remember something of the kind ; 
hut It was in consequence o^the question being in a manner forced 
upon me by two guests, with whom I chanced to table; 

I was mu^ s!hd earnestly solicited for fm opidMirS&i^igave one.** , 

"Ana was that opinion” smd the ^presiding Jud^ "favour* 
•able or otherwise to the Holy and Secret Vehme-gericht? I«et 
truth rule TOUT tongu^—remember, life wihort, judgment eternal ! ” 

T wAitId nnt nti.VA vnir lifn At the eittieiise of a fialsehoDa. Mvonin- 
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ion yroA unfavouvable ; nnd I expressed myself thus :-^l$ro lews oV 
judi<dal prooeedings can be just or commendable, and 

Operate by means of a N»cret combination. 1 smd, that Justice could 
only lire and exist in the open and that when she cessed to hO 
public, she degenerated into rerepge and hatred. I said, that a 
system^ of wfaicli your own jurists bayO said, Jf on /rater a/rairo, n&n 
Mspe^ a Mizs, was too much adyerae to the nature to 

be connected with or regujated by those of religion.*’ 
these words weic scarcely uttered, wheb there burst a murmur 
from ibe Judges liiglily unfavourable to the prisoner, — “He blas- 
phemes the Holy Vebme-^Let his moutli be closed for ever 1 ” 

^‘Hear me/' said the Bngltshman, “as you will one day wish to 
be yonrselvcs heard 1 I say such were xny sentiments* ana so I ex- 
pressed them-^l say also, 1 had a right to express Ineso opinions, 
whether sound or erroneous, in a neutral country, where this Tribu- 
neither did, nor could, claim any jurisdiction. My sentiments 
are still the same. I would avow them if that sword were at my 
bosom, or that cord around my tbroht. But I deny that I have ever 
spoken against the institutious of your V^hme in a country where it 
its course as a national mode of justice. Far more strongly, ir 
possible, do I denounce the alisurdity of thcr falsehood yrhich repre- 
sents me, a wandering foreigner^ as commissioned to traffic with the 
I>uke of Burgund) about such high matters, or to form a conspiracy 
for the destruction of a systeirf^to which* so many seem warmly at- 
tached J never said such a ithing, and I never thought it.** 

“ Accuser,*" said the presiding Jiidge, “ thou hast heard the accused 
— ^What is th> leply ?” 

“The first part of the charge,” said the accuser, “he hath con- 
fessed in this high pi eseuce— namely, that his foul tongue/iath basely 
slandered our holy mysteries — for which he deserves that it slioulu 
be torn out of liis throat I myself, on mf oath of office, will aver, 
as use apd law is, that the rest of tbe accusaiion--^naroely, that which 
taxes Inin ash.aving entered into machinations for the* destruefiun 
of the Tehinique in titiUions — ^is as true as those which he has found 
himself unable to deny.” 

“In justice,” said the Englishman, “the accusation, if not made 
good by Mktisfactory proof, ought to 6o left to the oath of the party 
accused, instead of permitting the accuser to esiabh^li by his own 
deposition the defects in his own charge.” 

Stranger,” replied the presiding Judge, “we permit to thy igno- 
rance a longer and more fbll defence than consists with our usual 
JPorms. Know that the right of sitting among these yenerable judges 
^co^ifers on the person of him who enjoys it a sacredness of character 
whicli ordinary men cannot attaisi tp. The oath of one of the ini- 
tiated must countei balance the most solemn asseveration of every 
one that is not acquainted witb our holy seereia. In tjie Yehmique 
court all imi^lj^lSehmique. The averment of the Emperor, he 
being unijrfl&latea, W0i}ld n4»t have so much weight in our counsels ^ 
as that of one of the meau^t of these officials. The affirmation of 
the accuse can only be rebutted by the oath of a member of thep 
* arae "Fi ibunal, being of superior rank.” 
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« Tlien, God b« gracioQ^ 10 we, §» I have no trjiBt wrc in Ueaven ! * 
{>aid the in solcma accents- " Tet I Trill not foQ without 

an effort I call upon thee dark spirit* rvho preaidest in this 

most deadljr aasemblr— 1 cdl upon th^s^f, to declare on thy faith 
and honour, whether thou boldest me guQi^ of what is ihubooldly 
averred by this ftlte enlnmnlafeot-^l call upon ^ee by thy sacred 
(diaraeter— >hy the name of-—*’ 

“ Hold ! ” replied the presidina: Judg^e-t “ The name by which we 
are known in open air must not be pronounced in tltis snoterraneau 
fud^enteeat^ 

Ho then proceeded to addrces the prisoner and the assembly — “I, 
being* caued on in evidence, declare that the charge against thee is 
so far true as it is aoknovdedged by thyself—namely/mat thou hast 
in other lauds tlian the Eed Soil,^ spoken lightly of this holy institn- 
tion of jnstieo. Bnt 1 believe in my soul, and wiU bear witness on 
my honour, tlu^ the rest of the aocosaiion is inet edible and false. 
And this I swear, holding my hand on the dagger and the cord.— 
What is your judgment, my brethren, upon the ease whicit you hare 
investigated ?” 

A member of the first>8eated and hmhest dass amongst the judges, 
mnfllcd like the rest, hut the tone of whose voice, and the stoop of 
wltose person, announced him to be more advanced in years thou 
the other two who had before spoken, arose with difficulty, uiid said 
■with a trembling voice— * 

“The diild of the cord who is befige us has been convicted of 
folly and rasjmesB in slandering our bmv institutiou. But he spoke 
his fully to cars which had never heard our sacred laws — He has, 
therefore, been oeqaitted by irrefragable testimony, of combining 
for tlic impotent pui pose of nudei mining our power, or stimng up 
princes against our holy association, for which death were too nght 
a punishment— He hath been foolish, then, but not criiuius) ; and as 
the holy laws of the Yohme hesir no penalty save that of death, I 
propose for judgment that the child of the cord be lestorcd without 
injury to society, and to the upper world, baling been fiist duly ad- 
monished ot his eiron, ” 

“ Child of the cord/’ said the presiding Judge, “ thou lisst heard 
thy sentence of acquittal. But, as thou denrest to sleep in an un- 
bliiody grave, let me warn thee that the secrets of tiiis night shall 
lemain with thee, as a secret not to be communicated fo father nor 
mother, to bpeusc, son, or daughter; neither to be spoken aloud nor 
whispered ; to be told hi words or written in characterb ; to be carved 
ir to be painted, or to be* otherwise eotnmimicated, either direct^, v 
i>r by parable and emblem. • Obey this behest, and tliy life ia*fa 
nrety. Let thy heart, then, rqjoioe within thee, but let it rejoice 
« il It trembling. Never more ^ thy vanity persuade thee that thou 
n t secure from the servants aUla Judges of the Holy Vehme. Though 
a thousand leagues lie between thee and theJKt.a’'?L::K3d. and them, 
speakestidn that wh&e (m power is notkiiown ; tboogb thoi|>hot^^ 
1)0 sheltered by thy native island, and defended by tby kindred ocmm. 


1 Me Koto B. ThtJtHmott 
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yet, even ther& I warn ^ee to c^ose tliysolf when Ukhi d^t m mufdh 
-R8 tidnh: of the Holysnui InvieiUe'Zkihunal, and to retain tliy thoug’hts 
Wiildn thine own ooaom ; for ^e Avenger nay be beside thee, and 
tiion najst die in tiiy folly. Go .h^ce> be wise, and let the feat; of 
the Holy ¥611016 never pass from heforethiop eyes.” ' • 

At the cnudttding words, all the lights w^e at once extinguished 
with e hissing noise. Fhnipson felt once nore the grasp the 
hands of the offidals, to^nioh he resigned hinself as tlic snest 
<M^Be. He was gently prostrated on bis pallet-hed, and trans- 
pta0d back to the place from which he had beep advanced to tiie' 
oif tlie altar. The cordage was again applied to tlic platform, 
add Phili[won was sensible that his leouch rose with Idm for a few 
moments, nniSl a slight shock app'ised'lnm tliat ho was again 
brought to a level with the dour of the oliamber in which he had 
bOen lodged on the preceding night, or rat!^ morning. He pon- 
dered over the events that had passed, in which he was sensible tliat 
he owed Heaven thanks for a great deliverance. Fatigue at length 
OTevailcd over anxiety, and he fell into a d^p and profound sleep, 
from which he was only awakened by retunung light. 1-1 c resolved 
-on an instant departure from so dangerous a spot, and without seeing 
any one of the household but the.om ostler, pursued his journey to 
Straabnrg, and reached timt city withont farther accident 


ciiAPTEii xxi:; 


Away Willi tlieso ! — True Wisdom's Tcoxld will be 
■\VitIiiu its own creation, or in thine, 

Maternal Nature ] for wiiiPteeinB like Uiee 
Thus ou tiie banks of tby majestic Rhino? 

There Harold gases on a work divine^ 

A blending of aii beauties streams, afid dells—' 

Fruit, foliage, crJig, wood, com -field,; mountniu, vine. 

And cbfoliess castles breathing stern farewells, 
l*>oiu grey but lea^^ wails, wltere ruin greenly dwelb*. 

t. ChUile HivtoIiVe Pilgrimti0% Canto III, 


WuEsr Arthur Philipson left his fatlier, to go on board the bark 
which was to waft him across tlie Ilhine, he took but few precautions 
for his OTO Bute^tcnce, during a separniion of which he calc^ated 

a e dnration to he very brief. Some necessary change of ratbmnt, 
a a very few pieces of gold, were ail which ho thougirt it needful 
to withdraw from the general stoek; the rest of tlie baggage and 
. money be left with the'sumpter-bors^whieh be concluded bis father 
roig^t need, in erfer to sustain his cimracteras anJ^glish trader. 
Hayi^ em^fSSfS^ W^o bis horse mi his sl^ide? ^j^omtinents on.* 
hoard sue instantly raised her temporal mast, spread 


in the difeeaoPt of E^ch-hoff, which, as we lutye saiA lies flmnewhat 
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lofweT m the river thrfn Hans-Cliapelle* Their passage was so, 
favourable, that they reached the opposite side in a few minutes, but 
not until Arthur, whose eyo and thoughts were on the leit bank, had 
seen his father depart from the Chapel of the IWry, aGoompaiiied 
by two horsemen, whom he readily concluded to be the guide Baillio- 
loraew, and some chance ti-avelTer who hail joiiied him; but the 
second of whom was in truth the Black Pneet of St Paal s, as has 
been already mentioned, * 

This augmentation of his father’s compHny was, be could not but 
-tliink, likdy to be attended with an increase of his safety, sinee it 
was not probable he wotdd suffer a companion to be forced upcu 
him, and one of liis own choosing mig]i|i be a protection, in case his: 
^ide should prove treacherous. At am^ rate, he had to rejoice that 
he had seen his father depart in safety from the spot where they had 
reason to apprehend some danger awaited him. He resolved, uiere- 
Fore, to make no stay at Kirch JiofT, but to pursue his way, as fast as 
possible, towards Strasbui^, and rest, when darkness compelled him 
to stop, in one of the dorns, or villages, which were situated on the 
German side of the Rhine. At Strasbm'g, he trusted, with the 
sanguine sjiirit of youth, he might again be able to rejoin his father; 
and if he could not altogether subdue his anxiety on their separation, 
he fondly nourished the hope that ho might meet him in safely. 
After some short refreshment and repose afforded to his horse, lip 
lost no time in proceeding on his joiuriiey down the eastern bank of 
the broad river. 

He was now upon the most intei'estbig side of the Rhine, walled 
in and repelled as the river is on that shore by the most romantic 
clids, now mantled with vegetation of the richest hue, tinged witli 
all the vaiiicgated colours of autumn ; now surmounted by fortresses, 
over whose gates were displayed the pennons of their proud owners; 
or studded with haralettf, where the richness of tlie soil supplied to 
the poor labourer the food of wlych the oppressive hand of his supe- 
rior threatened altogetiier to deprive him. Every stream which here 
contributes its waters to the Rhine, winds through its own tributary 
dell, and each valley possesses a varying and separate character, 
some rich with pastures, corn-fields, and vineyards, some frowning’ 
witli crags and jirecipices, and other romantic beauties. 

The principles of taste were not tl»n explained or analysed as, 
they have been since, in countries where leisure has been found for 
this investigation. But the feelings arising from so rich a landscape 
as is displayed by the valley of the RWne, must have been the same 
111 every bosom, from the period when our Englishman took his soli- 
tary journey through it, iii doubt and danger, till that in whwh it 
heard the indignant Childo Tlarcdd bid a proud fiirewell to his ifStive 
country, in the vain search of a land in which his heart might throb 
less fiercely. 

Arthur eii^yed the scene, although the begun to 

remind him, flial^tilofie as he was, and witiT^ery valuable 

charge, it would be matter of prudence to look out foiMome place 
of rest during the night. Just as he had formed the resolution of 
Inquiring at the next habitation he ^sed, which he should 
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follow forihis purpose, the road he pursued descended into atbcaiit^- 
ftil amphitheatre filled witli lar^e trees, which protected from the 
heats of summer the delicate and tender berbag^o of the pasture. A 
Jaiye bro<& flowed throug^h it, and joined tlie Rhine. At a short 
mile up the brook. I s waters made a crescent round a steep craggy 
cmincno3, crowed with flanking walls, and Gotiiic towers and 
turrets, enclosing a* tea bil castle of the first order. A part of the 
savannah, that hrs been neentioned, had been irregularly cultirated 
for wheat, which had grown a plentiful crop. . Jfc was gathered in, 
but the patches of deep yellow stubble contrasted with tne green oi 
the uncfistnrbed pasture-land, and with the seared and uark-rcd 
foliage of tlie broad oaks which stretched their arms atliwart this 
lev^ space. Tliore a lad, in ^ rustic dress, was employed in the task 
of netting a brood of partridges, with the assistance of a trained 
.spaniel; while a vonng woman, who had the air rather of a domestic 
in some family of rank, than that of an ordinary villager, sat on the 
stump of a decayed tree, to watch the progress of the amusenient. 
The spaniel, wliose duty it was to drive tlie partridges under the net 
was perceptibly disturbed at the approach of the traveller ; his atten 
tion was divided, and he was obviously in danger of marring the 
«pi[)rt, by barking and putting up the covey, when the maiden ([iiittct 
her seat, and, advancing towards Philipson, requested him, for cour 
tesy, to pass at a greatei’ distance, an^^ not interfere with tbeii 
amusement 

The traveller wdllingly convplied with her request. 

** 1 will ride, fnir damsel,” he said, at whatever distance you pleit'=^e 
And allow me, in guerdon, to ask, whether there is convent, castle 
or good man's house, where a stningei', who is belated and wenry 
might receive a nighra liospitaiiiy ^ 

The girl, W'hosc face he had not yet disi,tinctly seen, seemed t< 
suppress some desire to laugh, as she replied, “Hath not yon castle 
think pointing to the distant tdw^ora, “ some corner vmich migb' 
accommodate a stranger in such extremity ?” 

“ Space enough, certainly,'' said Arthur ; “ but perhaps little in 
clination, to grant it,” 

I my'sclv said the girl, ^ being one, ami a formidable part of tin 
garrison, will be answerable^or your reception. But as you parloi 
‘ with me in such hostile fashion, it is according to martial order thii^ 
i'shoiild put down my visor/' 

So saying, she concealed hq^r face under one of those riding nia^ ks 
which at that period women often wore w'h^^^ they went abroad 
.whether for protecting their complexion, or serccning themselves 
frow.; intrusive observation. But ero sl?e could accomplish this op 
oration, Arthur bad detected the**merry countenance of Annette 
Veilchen, a girl who, though her atteni^ance on Anne of Geiersteir 
was in a menial capacity, was held in high estimation at Oeierstoin. 
She was a b<?y«*ireheb, vnaccustomed to the r^Usfcfcictlbns of rank 
which wcivi^ittle regarded Ri the simplicity of the Helvetian hills 
and she wa=i ready to laugh, jest; and flirt with the young men of iht 
LandarinnanJ.8 family. Thist attracted no attention, the tnountaiii 
manners mditing little distinction between the degrees of nttendani 
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' If ijot far love, yet for for charity; be sflent, or leave the 

room.” 

. Nay,” said Annette, *^my bolt is shot, and I have but hinted at 
what Jill upon Geierstein ' Green said, the uiffht when the bow ol 
Buttisholz was bended. You know what the old saw says ” 

“Peace! peace, for Heaven’s sake, or I must needs fly!” said the 
youn^f Baroness. 

‘ ‘ Nay, tlien,” said Annette, considcrably^chang^in#? her tone, as ii 
^fraid i!iat her mistress should actually retire. . “If you must fly, 
Tieecssity muSit have Us course. I know no one who cau* follow. 
This mistress of mine, Sci^nor Arthur, would require for her attend- 
ant, not a homely girl of flesh and blood like myself, but a waiting- 
woman with suustanco composed of gossamer, and breath supplied 
by the spirit of other. Would you believe it — It is seriously held by 
many, that she partakbs of the race of spii’its of the elements, which 
makes her vso much move bashful than maidens of this everyday 
world.” 

Aune of Geierstoin seemed rather glad to lead away the conversa- 
lion from the turn which licr waywai-d maiden liad given to it, and 
fo turn it ou more indiiferent subjects, iliough these were still per* 
Komii to herself. 

“ Seignor Arthur,” slio said, “thinks, pciliaps, lie lias sonic room to 
nourish some such sfmugeisuftpicion |p,s your heedless folly exprcMsos, 
and some fools believe, both in Germany and Switzerland. Oonfessi 
r'^t ignor Artlmr, you thought strangely of me when I passed youi 
guard upon the bridj^e of GrafTs lust, ou the night last past.” 

TJie recollection of the circumstances which bad so greatly sur- 
prised him lit the time so startled Arthur, that it was with sonie dif 
ficuUv he emuinaiided himself, so as to attempt an answer at all; aiu 
what he did say on the oocasion was broken and unconnected. 

“ I ilid iiear, I own— * that is, Iludolph llonncrlmgel reported— Bin 
that 1 believed that you, gentle nidy, -were other than a Chrisliai] 
niiiideu ” 

“Nay, if Rudolph were the reporter,” said Auuetto, -‘you wotild 
hear tne worst of my lady and her lineage, tliat is certain. He it 
one of those prudent personages who de])reciate and find fiuilt witl 
the goods he has thoughts oi piirchasiwg, in order to deter othei 
offerers. Yes, he told you a fine goblin story, T warrant you, of mj 
huly’s grandmother; and truly, it so happened that the circum- 
stances of the case gave, I daresay, sorae«colour in your eyes to-- — ” 

“Not so, Annette,” answered Arthur; “whatever might be said ol 
your lady that sounded uncoytli and strange, fell to the grountyiiS 
incredible.” 

“Not quite so much so, I fandy>” interrupted Annette, without 
heeding sign or frown. “I stitmglysuspeet I should have hadnuich 
move trouble ip dragging you Mthcr to this castle, -duid you ktiowu 
“yim wer« appriSbelMig 4)116 haunt of the ISIjymtih^f tne^'i^^ the Sala- 
liander, aa iney call ber, not to mention the ’shock of aglyii seeing 
the descendant of that Maiden of the Fiery Mantle.” 

Pcacoj once more, Annette,” said heinrnistress ; “ sinc*^’'ate ha: 
occa^rkmed this meeting, let us not neglect the oppm*luniir to dis 
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donliit and wonder porbapa, but not with absolute ineredulity. 

Beignor Arthur Philroson,'' die proceeded, “ it is true mjgrand- 
"suher, oy the mother’s side, Baron Herman of Amheim, was a than 
')ei great kpowiedse hi abstruse sciences. He Avns also a presiding > 
4ndge of atiitanm .of which you must hate heard, called the Holy 
Tehine.. One ni^t a stranger, closely pursued by the agents of 
■.ithat body, udiicb ^crossing herself) it is not safe even to name, ar- 
rived vk the castle and craved his protection, and the rights of liosiii- 
oKtv. Mv firandfatlier, finding the advance wliich the stranger hadr 


made to tne rank of Adepi^ gave liim his protection, and became 
to deliver him to answer the charge against him, for a year and 
a day, which delay ho was, it seems, entitled to require on his belialf; 
They studied together during that term, and pushed their researches 
into the mysteries of nature, as far, in ell probability, as men have 
.the power of urging them. When the latiU day drew nigh, on wliich 
-the ^est must part from his host, he asked permission to bring liis 
dauj^ter to the castle, that they might exchange a last fore well. 
She was introduced with much secresy; and after some days, finding 
that her fatlier’s fate was so uncertain, the Baron, with the sage’s 
consent, agreed to give the forlorn maiden refuge in his castle, hop- 
ing to obtmu from her some additional information concerning the 
languages and the wisdom of the East. Daiinischomond, her lather, 
left this castle, to go to rcnder<'him3clf fip to the Vehme-gcricht at 
Fulda. The result is unknown ; perhaps he was saved by Baron 
ArnheinVs testimony, perhaj^s ho was given up to the steel and the 
cord. On sucli matters who dare speaK ? 

“ The fair Persian became the wdie of her guardian and protector. 
Amid many excellences, she had one iieculiarity allied to inprndencc. 
She availed herself of her foreign dress and manners, as well as of a 
beautv, which w^aa said to have been marvelfous, and an agility seldom 
equalled, to impose upon and tci’crify the ignorant German ladies, 
w4io, bearing her speak Persian and Arabic, were alrdtuly dispo.^ed 
to consider her as ovcr-closely connected with unlawful arts. {She 
was of a fanciful and imaginative disposition, and delighted to place, 
herself in such colours and circumstances as might confirm their 
most ridiculous suspicions, which she considered only as matter of 
sport. There w'as no end tft the stories to wdiidi she gavo rise. 11 .r 
first appeargsice in the castle was said to be liiglily picturesque, and 
to have inferred something of the marvellous. With the levity of 
a child, she had some childish passions, and while she encournged the 
growth and circulation of the most extrabrdinary legends aniong.'^t 
BOipc of the neighbourhood, she entered into disputes with persons 
of her own quality concerning nyik and precedence, on wliich the 
ladies of Westphalia have at all time set great store. This co.st her 
her life ; for, on the morning of the Miriatening of my poor mother, 
the Baronesgjj£^Arn]jeim died suddenly, even whjje g, hplcndid com- 
pany wasafeemblod in tne castle chapel to wiliuSs the cerefiioiiy. It 
was belid^d that she 'died of poison, administered by the Baroness 
StcinfeUU, with whom she was enirasred in a hitter ouarrel. entcreif 


ANNK Of* tilUEftfcTJlilN. 


into chiefly on behalf of her frieiid and companion, tlic Coautefia 
Waldstetten.” 

“ And the opal gem ?— and the spi-inkling with water ? ” said Arthur 
Philipson. 

. “Ah ! ” replied the youngr Baroness, “ I see you desire to hear the 
TQ}jl truth of my' family history, of which you have yet learned only 
the romantic legend. — The sprinkling of water was necessarily had 
recourse to, on my ancestress’s first swoo^ As for the opal, I have 
heard that it did indeed grow pale, but only because it is said to be 
the nature of that noble gem o.u the approach of poison. Some part 
of the quarrel with the Baroness Steiufeldt was about the right of 
the Persian maiden to wear this stone, which an ancestor of my 7aiii% 
won in battle frgm the Soldan of Trebizond. All these things were 
confused in popular tradition, and the real facts turned into a fairy 
tale.” 

“ But you have said nothing,” suggested Arthur Philipson, “on — 
on 

“ On what ? ” said liis hostess. 

“ Oil your appearance last night” 

“Is it possible,” said she, “that a man of sense, and an English- 
man, cannot guess at the explanation which I have to give, though 
not, perhaps, very distinctly? My father, you are aware, has been 
a busy man in a disturbed country, and has incurred the hatred of 
many powerlul persons. is, tu#efore, obliged to move in secret, 
and avoid unnecessary observation. He was, besides, averse to meet 
Ins brother, the Landammaii. 1 was flierefore told, on our entering 
Germany, that I was to expect a signal where and when to join him, 
— the token Avas to be a small crucifix of bronze, which had belonged 
to my po^’ mother. lu my apartment at Grafis-lust I found the 
token, with a note from my father, making mo acquainted with a 
secret i)as 3 age proper fo such places, which, though it had the ap- 
pearance of being blocked up, was in fact very slightly barricaded. 
By this 1 \V?is instructed to pass to the gate, make my escape into the 
woods, and meet my father at a place appointed there.” 

“ A wild and perilous adventure,” said Arthur. 

“ I have never been so much shocked,” continued the maiden, “ as 
at receiving this summons, compelling me to steal away from my 
kind and affectionate uncle, and go I Shew not whither. Yet com-* 
pliance w'as absolutely ncccisary. The place of meeting was plainly 
pointed out. A midnight walk, in the neighbourhood of protectiem, 
w'as to me a trifle ; but the precautidU of posting sentinels at the 
gate might have interfered with my purpose, had I not mentioned i% 
to some of my elder cousin% the Biedermaiis, who readily agre^ to 
let me pass and repass unquestipned. But you kno\y nw cousins ; 
honest and kind-hearted, they are of a rude w'^ay of thmkiag, and^as 
incapable of feeling a geiieuous delicacy as — some other pe^pns. — 
(Hero thereavas a glance towards Annette ycilchen.) — luey ex- 
acted from m*e, tffat 4 should conceal poySelt and my purpose from 
Sigismund : and as they are always making sport witi»he simple 
youth, they insisted that I should pass hup iu »uch a manubr aavugnfc 
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mAnsa^ him to believe thAt X was a spiritual appariticniy pd out of 
^>t^ors for superuatnral beings the;y expected to nave muoh 
aipautement. I was obliged to seeure their connivance at my escape 
,©p jSieir own terms ; and, indeed, I was too much grieved at the pros*- 
pet of quitting my kind uncle, to think much of anything else. Yet 
,&y surprise was considerable, when, contrary to expectation, I found 
you on bridge as sentinel, instead of xny cousin Sigismuucl. Ypur 
own ideas 1 ask not for/* .. 

‘‘They were those of a fool,” said Arthur,— "of a thnee-sodden 
fool, XIad 1 been augbt else, I would have offered my escort. My 
sword-- — ” ^ 

"I could not have accepted your protection,” said Anno, calmly. 
” My mission was in every respect a secret one. I met my father — 
some intercourse had taken place betwixt him and Itudolph Doimer- 
huge!, which induced him to alter his purpose of carrying me aw'ay 
with him last night. 1 joined him, however, early this morning, while 
Annette acted for a time my part amongst the Swiss pilgrims. My 
father desired that it should not be known when or with whom I left 
my uncle and bis escort. I need scarce remind you tliat I saw you 
in the dungeon.” 

" You were the preserver of my life,” said the youth — " the re- 
storer ef my liberty.” 

" Ask me not the reason of my silence. I was then acting under 
thjC agency of others, not unfer mine 'own. Your escape was 
effected, in order to establish a communication betwixt the Swiss 
without the fortress and theFsoldiers within. After the alarm at 
La Ferette, 1 learned from Sigismund Biederman tlrnt a party of 
banditti were pursuing your father and you, with a view to pillage 
and robbery. My father had ftimished me with thcQjmeans of 
changing Anne of Geierstein into a German maiden of quality. 1 
set out instantly, and glad 1 am to have ??iven you a hint which 
might free you from danger.” 

But my father ? ” said Arthur. 

" I have every reason to hope he is well and safe,” anavrered the 
young lady. " More than I were eager to protect both you and him 
—poor Sigismund amongst the first. — ^Ancl, now, my friend, tliesc 
mysteries explained, it is time we part, and for ever.” 

Part !— and for ever ! ” repeated the youth, in a voice like a dying 
echo. c 

“ It is our fate,” said the maiden, " I appeal to. you if it is not 
your duty— I tell you it is mme. You will depart with early dawn 
to Straaburg— and — and — we never meet again.” 

■^ith an ardour of passion which he could not repress, Arthur 
Phtnuson threw himself at the feet of the maiden, whose faltering 
tone had dearly expressed that she^Yelt deeply in uttering the words. 
She looked round for Annette, but AifKette had disappeared at this 
most critical moment ; and her mistress for a second oi; two wag jaot 
perhaps somp for her SbSisnee. 

^ said,. " Arthur— rise. You must not give way to feel- 

ipn that might be fatal to yourself and me.” 
i * Hear me, lady, before I1)id you adieu, and for ever^the word 
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a cmoiinal ia heard, thooi^h he plets^ the worst eanae^I am a 
belted knight^ and the son and heir of an Earl, whose name 
been spreM thropghont Eng:land and France, and whererer faloii^' 
hashadfatbe.” " ^ , 

' ** Alas ! said shej faint!;, ^ 1 have but too long suspected what 
yon now tell mor-Rls®* I ptsff you, rige/^ ' 

“JSever till ybp hear m&f earn the youth, seizing one of her 
hands, which trembted, but herdly couJd be said to struggle in his 
grasp. — ** Hear me,” he said, with the enthusiasm of firstTpve, when 
the obstacles of b^lifulness and diffidence are j^urmounted— My 
father and I are — 1 acknowledge it'^bound <m.;a most hasardoue 
and doubtful expedition Tou will very soon learn its issue for 
good or bad. If it succeed, you shall hear of me in ray own charac- 
ter — If I fall — I must — I will— I do claim a tear from Anne of 
Geierstein. If 1 SIscape, 1 hate yet a horse, a lance, and a sword ; 
and you shall hear nobly of him |irhon> you have thrice protected 
from imminent danger.^* 

** Arise — avise,*^ repeated the maiden, whose tears began to flow 
fast, as, Struggling to raise her lover, they fell thick upon head 
and face* “I have heard enough — to listen to more were mdeed 
madness, both for you and inysen.’* 

“Yet one single word,’^ added the youth; ^ while Artlrttr has. a 
heart, it beats for you— while Arthur can wield an arm, it strikes for 
you, and in your cause/* 

Annette now rushed into the roou^ 

‘^Amvy, away!” slie cried — Schreckenwald has returned from 
the village with soine borrihle tidings, and I fear me he mnes this 
way.” 

Arthuahad started to his feet at the first signal of alarm. 

If there is danger near your lady, Annette, there is at least one 
faithful friend by her side.” 

Annette looked anxiously atdier mistress. 

But Schreckenwald,” she said — Schreckenwald, j'onr father's’ 
steward — bis coijfidant. — O, think better of it — I can hide Arthur 
somewhere.*'' 

The noble-minded girl had already resumed her composure, and 
replied with dignity— ‘ I have done nothing,” she said, “ fco oilend 
my father. If SchrOckenwald be my father’s steward, ho is 
vassal* I hide no guest to conciliate him. Sit dowl!” (addressing 
Arthur), **and let us receive this man. — Introduce him hiatantly, 
Annette, and let us hoar bis tidings— and bid him remember, that 
when he speaks to me Be addresses his mistress.^’'^ 

Arthur resumed bis seatf still more proiui of his choice ftois th^ .^ 
noble and fearless spirit displaced hj one who had so lately sho^v^i^ 
herself sensible to the gentl^ feelings of the female sex. V - 

Annette, assuming courdge'from her mistress’s dauntless demeafiH\ 
our, clapjpe^.he];|ibAuds together as she left the room, saying, but w v 
A loVSroi^, 1 seelihat iSter all it is |idine|hiug to be if ; 

one can assert her dignity oonformingly* How epuld no wsich^ 
^frightened for this rude man !? 
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CHAPTER xxm. 

r ' ; ■■■■■,, ' AfRili'8 that walk 

' . {As they say ii|)lrita dg) at tuidsight, Uairo 

In them n wilder nature than Uie buetnese 
aceka d&uatch by day. 

ITeftry T///., M K 

Tbs approach of tiie aieward was now boIdJy expected by the little 
party. Arthur, flattered at once and elevated by the firmness which 
Aunc bad shown when this personas arrival was announced, hastily 
considered the part which he was to act in tlie approaching scene, 
and prudently determined to avoid all active and personsd inter- 
ference, till he sliould observe f];om the demeanour of Anne that 
such was likely to be useful or agreeable to her. He resumed his 
place, therefore, at a distant part of the board, on which their meal 
had l^en lately spread, and remained there, deiennitied to act in 
the manner Anne’s behaviour should suggest as most prudent and 
fitting,— veiling, at the same time, the. most acute internal anxiety, 
by an appearance of that deferential composure which one of 
ferior rank adopts whefi admitted to the presence of a superior. 
Aune, Oft her part, seemed to prefAire herself for on inten'iew of in- 
terest. An air of conscious succeeded the extreme agi- 

tatioii which she liad so lately displayed, and, busying herself with 
some articles of female work, she also seemed to expect with tran- 
quillity tlie visit, to which her attendant was di$|) 08 ed to attach so 
much alarm. ^ ^ 

A step was heard upon the stair, humed and unequal, as that of 
some one in confusion as well as haste ; the door flew open, and lial 
Scbreckcnwald entered. 

This person, with whom the details given to the elder Philipson 
by the Landauiman Biederman have made the reader in some degree 
acquainted, was a tall, well-made, soldierly-looking man. His dress, 
like that of persons of rank at the period in Germany, was more 
varied in colour, more cut and^ornamented, slashed and jagged, tlian 
the habit worn in France and England. The neter-failing hawk’s 
feather deck ed^* his cap, secured with a medal of gold, which served 
as a clasp. His doublet was of bufi', for defence, but laid dowriy as 
it was csIUed in the tailor’s erdft, with rich lace on each seam, and 
displaying on the breast a golden chain, the emblem of his rank in 
the R^^ron’s household. He entered with rather a hasty step, and 
busy and offended look, and said, somewhat rudely , — ** Why, how 
now, young lady — wherefore tliis ? Btriqigers in the castle at this 
period of niglit ! *’ 

- Anne of Geierstein, though she had been long ^bsept from her 
native county, was not Jgnorant of its habits ana customs^ and 
knew the fi|#^ghty manner in whicli all who were noble exerted 
their authot>:ty orer their dep^danta. 

Are vof a vassal of Arnoeim, Ital Schreck^wald, s>ftd 4o yoa ^ 
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fipeak to the JjkAy of Ambeim in her own cafttle with an eloTatod 
.Yoice, a &mej look^ and bonneted withal ? Know your place ; ani^ 
wh^ yon have demanded pardon for your insolence, and told your 
^and in such terms as befit your condition and mine, I may listen 
4o what you have to say.” 

^ Schrcckenwald’s hand, in Spite of binit stole to his bonnets and un- 
covered his haughty brow. 

** Noble lady, he said, in a somcwlia% milder tone, excuse me if 
my haste be unmannerly, but the alarm is instant. The soldiery 
of the flhingrave liave mutinied, plucked down the banners of their 
vmaster, and set up au independent ensign, which they call the pennon 
of St Nicholas, under which they declare that they will ’'maintain 
peace with God, and wmr with all the world. This castle cannot 
escape them, when they consider that the first course to maintain 
themselves must be to take possession of some place of strength. 
You mu^t up, then, and ride with the very peep of dawn. For the 
present^ they arc busy with the wine'Skins of the peasants; but 
when they wake in the morning, they will unquestionably^ march 
hither ; and you may chance to fall into the hands of those who will 
think of the terrors of the castle of Arnheim as the figments of a 
fairy-tale, and laugh at its mistress’s pretensions to honour and 
respect.” 

it impossible to make resistance? The castle is strong,” said 
the young lady, *‘and*I am unwilling to leave tlic house of my 
fathers without attempting somewhcjA in our defence.” 

♦‘Five hundred men,” said BclirecKenwald, might garrison Arn- 
heim, battlement and tow^er. Witli a less number it were madness 
to attempt to keep such an extent of walls ; and how to get twenty 
sroldiers4ogethcr, I mu sure I know not. — So, having now the truth 
of the story, let- me beseech you to dismiss this guest, — too young, I 
think, to be the iimiaic of a lady’s bower,— and I will point to him 
the nighest W'ay out of the custle; for this is a strait in which we 
must £uit)e contented Avith looking to our own safety.” 

" And whither is it that you propose to go ? ” said the Baroness, 
continuing to maintain, in respect to Ital Schreckcuwald, the com- 
plete and calm assertion of absolute superiority, to which tlie senes- 
chal gav'e way with such marks of impatience, as a fiery steed cxliibits 
under tbe management of a complete cavalier. ^ 

** To Strasburg I propose to go, — that is, if it so i>fc»asc you, — with 
such slight escort as 1 can get liastily together by daybreak. I trust 
Avc may escape being observed by nie mutineers ; or, if we fall in 
with a party of stragglbra, I apprehend but little difficulty in forcing 
my way.” 

“And wherefore do you prefer Strasburg as a place of asylum ?” 

“ Because I trust ivc shap there meet your excellency’s father, the 
noble Count Albert of Gdicrstein.” 

“It is w^ll,’i^aid the young lady. — also, I think, Seignor- 
Phillpson, spoko of directing your c^ur.se,to Strasburg. If it con- 
feist with ycuir convenience, you may avairyourself of we protection 
of my escort as far as that city, whore you expect meet your 
father.” 
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ft will roadily be believed that Arthuv cheerfully bowed Aiswent to 
a pr6j^«ei|ld which was to prolong* their remaiuiti|r in society tqiT^ther; 
am might possibly^ as ms romantic imagination suggested^ affo):€ 
Mha an opportunity, on a road beset with dangers, to render some 
^service of importance. - . 

Ztal Bcfareckenwald attempted to remonstrate. 

*^Iiady I — ^lady ! — ^lie said, with some marks of impati^ce. 

**Take breath and leisureV Schreckenwald/^ said Anne, ”atid you 
will be more able to express yourself with distinctness, and with re- 
spectful propriety. 

The impatient vassal muttered an oath betwixt his teeth, and 
answered with forced civility, — Permit me to state that pur case 
requires we should charge ourselves With the care of no one but 
you. We shall be few enough for yonr defence, and I cannot iier- 
mit any stranger to travel with us.” 

“ If,” said Arthur, “1 conceived that I was to be a useless encum-* 
’l^-ance on the retreat of this noble young lady, worlds, Sir Squire, 
would induce me to accept her offer. But I am neither child 
nor woman — I am a fiill-grown man, and ready to show such good 
service as manhood may m defence of vour lady.*’ 

we must not challenge your valour ana ability, young sir,” 
said Sehreckeuwald, who shall answer for your fidelity?” 

^‘To question tliat elsewhere,” ^idArthuij “might be dangerous.” 

But Anne interfered between them. “ We must straight to rest, 
and remain prompt for alarm, iierhaps even before the hour of dawn. 
Sdireckeuwald, I trust to your care for due watch and ward. — You 
have men enough at least for ttiat purpose. — And hear and mark — 
It is my desire and command that this gentleman be aeconmiodated 
with lodgings here for this night, and that he travel with \£ to-moi--^ 
row. For this I will be responsible to my father, and yonr part is 
only to obey ujy commands. 1 have long had occasion to know both 
the young man’s father and him.self, who were ancient guo^its of ray 
uncle, the Landammau. On the journey 3"ou will keep the youth 
beside you, and use such courtesy to him as your rugged temper 
will permit.” 

Ital Scbrockenwald intimated his acquiescence with a look of bit- 
terness, which it were vain to attempt to describe. It expressed 
spite, mortification, humbled pride, and reluctant submission. Ife 
did submit, however, and ushered young Philipson into a decent 
apartment with a bed, which fatigue and agitation of the preced- 
ing day rendered very acceptable. 

Notwithstanding the ardour with which Arthur cxjiected the rise 
of tilt* next dawn, his deep repose, the 'fruit of fatigue, held him 
until the reddening of the east, whCu the voice of Schreckenwald 
exclaimed, “Up, Sir Englishman, if yoi| mean to accomplish your 
boast of loyal service. It is time we were in the saddle, and we 
shall tarry for no aluggitrd*.” 

Arthur w^ on the floor of the apartment, and dressed, in almost 
an instant, Hot forgetting to put on his shirt of mail, and assume 
whattwer weapons seemed mo'it fit to render him an efficient part of< 
^the convoy.i ' lie \iext hastened to seek out the Stable, to liave his 
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hoiw ill re&dioedB ; tuid descending for that purpose into the under 
storey of the lower mass of buildin£^, he was wandering* in search of 
the way whiefa led 4a the offices, wfien tlie voice of Annette Yeilcheii 
whispered, “This way, Seig:ttor Philipson ; I would speak with 

The iSwiss maiden* at the some time> bediLOued him into a small 
room, where he found her alone. 

Were you not surprised,” she said, 2 to see my lady queen it so 
over Ital Schreckenwald, who keeps every other person in awe with 
his stern looks and cross words ? but the air of command seems so 
natural to her, that instead of being* a baroness, she miglithave been 
an empress- it, must come of birth, I think, after all, for I tried last 
night to take state upon me, after the fashion of my mistress, and, 
would you tiiiuk it, the brute Bclireckenwald threatened to throw mo 
out of the window? But if over I see Martin Spreuger again, I’ll 
know if there is strength in a Swiss arm, and virtue in a Swiss quar- 
terstaff. — ^But here 1 stand prating, and my lady wishes to see you 
for a minute ere we take to horse.” 

“ Your lady ! ” said Arthur, starting; “why did you lose an instant ? 

why not tell me before?” 

Because I was only to keep you here till she came, and — here 
she is " 

Anne of Geiersteiu eytered, fully attired for her journey. An- 
nette, always willing to do as sh# would wish to be done oy, was 
about to leave the apartment, when her mistress, who had apparently 
made up her mind concerning what she had to do or say, commanded 
lier poaitivcly to reinuin. 

“ I am sure.” she said, “Scignor Philinson will rightly mulerstaml 
the feelings of hospitality — 1 will say of friendsliip — which prevented 
my .sutlering him to be expelled from my castle, last night, and which 
have determined me uiis morning to admit of ' his company on the 
somewhat dangerous road to Strasburg. At the gate of that town 
we part, I to join my father, you to place yourself n*uler the direc- 
tion of yours. From that momeut intercourse between us ends, and 
our remembrance of cacli othei* must be as the thoughts which wc 
pay to friends deceased.” 

“ Tender recollections,” said Arthu^ passionately, “ nioro dear to 
our bosoms than all we have surviving upon earth.” 

“ Not a word in that tone,” answered the uiaidenr “ With night 
delusion should end, and reason awaken vatU dawning. One word 
more — Do not address mo on the roatl; you may, by doing so, expose 
me to vexatious and inshlting suspicion, and yourself to quarrels and 
peril — Farewell, our party is reaJly to take liorse.” 

She left the apartment, where Arthur rouiaincd for a moment 
deeply bewiidcreu in grief and disappointmeiifc. The patience, nay, 
eveu favour, with wdiich •Anne of Geiersteiu had, cni the previous 
night, listened i# his passion, had not pryp^ijr ed hini for the terms of 
reserve and distandfe which she now qdoptpd towards him. lie was 
ignorant tha^t noble maids, if feeling or passion has J?r a momeut 
.swayed them from the strict path of principle and dutV endeavour 
to atone for it, by instantly returning, and severely adhtiug, to tlic 
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line frota wliicli they have made a momeattiry deimrture. lie lcK>]ced 
mournfully on Annette, who, as she had been m tbo room before 
Anne’s arrival, took tlie privilege of retnaiitinj^ a minute after her 
departure ; but he read no comfort in the ahincoa of the confidant, 
who seemed as mudi disconcerted as himself. 

** I cannot imag^ine what hath happened to her,” said Annette ; 
*Vto me she is kind as ever, but to every other person about her she 
plays coaniess and haroiiaps with a witness ; mid pew she is beffuii 
to tyrannise over her own natural feelings — aiul-— if this be greatnesa, 
Annette Vcilcben trusts always to remain the penniless Swiss girl ; 
she is mistress of her own freedom, and at liberty to speak witli her 
bachelor when she pleases, so as religion and maiden modesty suifer 
nothing intlie conversation. Oh, a single daisy twisted with content 
into one’s hair, is wortli all the oj^ls in India, if they bind usio tor- 
ment ourselves and other people, or hinder us from speaking our 
mind, when our heart is upon our tongue. But never fear, ArUmr ; 
for if she has tlie cruelty to think of forgetting you, you may rely on 
one friend who, while she has a tongue, and Anne has ears, will make 
it impossible for her to do so.*’ 

So saying, away tripped .\nnette, having first indicated to Philip- 
son the passage by which ho would find the lov/er court of the castle. 
Tliere Ins steed stood ready, among about twenty otlici's. . Tw(‘ive 
of these were accoutred with war saddles, and trontlets of proof, 
being intended for tlie use of as niany cavalifirs, or troopers, rettiinors 
of the family of Arnheim, whom the senesehal’s exertions had been 
able to collect on the spur of tlib occasion. Two palfreys, somewhat 
distinguislied by their ti'appings, were designed mr Anne of (leior- 
stein and her favourite female attendant. The other mcniais, chiefly 
boys and woinen-servants, had inferior horses. At a sigi#al made, 
the troopers took their lances and stood by their steeds, till the 
females and menials were mounted and in ortier; tliey then sprang 
iritr> their saddles and began fo movoi forward, slowly and with great 
precaution. Sclireckcnwald led the van, and kept ArthnvT’hiltpsou 
close beside him. Anne and her attendant were in the centre of the 
little body, followed by fbo unwarlike train of servants, while two or 
three experienced cavaliers brought up the rear, with strict orders 
t(» guard against surprise. 

c' On their being put into nfotion, the fii'st thing which surprised 
Arthur was, tliot the horses* hoofs no longer sent forth the sharp 
and ringing sound arising from the collision of iron and flint, and 
as the morning light inci’casdl he could perceive that tlie fetlock 
and hoof of every steed, his own included, had* been carefully wrapped 
arouj^ with a sufliciont quantity of wool^o ])rcY€nt the usual noise 
whiclraccompwied their motions. was a singular thing to behold 
the passage of the little body of cavalry down the rocky road which 
led Irani tho castle, unattended with the iwiisc which we are disposed 
to ^nsider as insejparable from the motions of liors^. lh« absence of 
which seemed to give a pecliliar and almost an unearthly appcaVance 
to the cavnltede. 

They pasAnl in this manner the winding pnth which led from the 
castle of Arllhcim to Iho adiafient villa/ro, which, as was the ancient 
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feudal ciiHtou), lav so liear ilie fortress that its Inhabitants^ when 
summoned by their lord, could instantly re|)air for its defence. But 
it was at present occupied by very different mhabitauts^ the mutinous 
soldiers of the llhingfravc. When the party from Arlciheim ajmroached 
tlie entrance of the Tillage, Sclireekenwdld made a sigmu to halt, 
which was instantly obeyed by his followers. ' He then rode forward 
in person to reconnoitre, accompanied bv Arthur PhiHpson, both 
moving with the utmost steadiness and lirecantion. The deepest 
^ilence prevailed in the deserted streets. Here and there a tidier 
was seen, seemingly designed for a sentinel, but uniformly fast asleep. 

^^The swinish mutineers!^* said Schreckenwald ; “a fair night- 
watch they keep, and a beautiful morning’s rouse would I treat them 
with, were not the point to protect yonder peevish wench. — Halt 
tliou here, stranger, while I rid® back and bring them on — there is 
no danger.*' 

. Scjbreckenwald left Arthur as he spoke, who, alone in the sta'cet 
of a village filled with banditti, though they were lulled iii£o tem- 
porary insensibility, had no reason to consider his case as very com- 
fortable. The chorus of a w'assel-song, which some reveller was 
trolling over in his sleep, or, in its turn, the growling of some vil- 
lage cur, seemed the signal for an hundred ruffians to start up around 
him. But in the space of two*or three minutes the noiseless caval- 
cade, headed by Jtal SchreQkcuwald;j^igaiu joined him, and followed 
their leader, observing the utmost precaution not to give an alarm. 
All went well till they reached the xartl^/r end of the village, where, 
rJ I hough the Baaroivhauter^ who kept guanl was as drunk as his 
companions ou duty, a large shaggy dog which lay beside him was 
more vigilant* As the little troop approached, the animal sent forth 
a ferotnous loud enough to have broken the rest of the Seven 
Sleepers, and which efieetually dispelled tlio slumbers of its mabter. 
The soldier snatched up his carabine and fired, he knew not w^ell at 
what, or for^jvhat reason. The bifll, however, struck Artliui*'s Jjorse 
under him, and, as the .animal fell, the seutiiiei rushed forward to 
kill or make prisoner the rider. 

' Haste on, haste on, men of Arnhoim ! care for nothing but the 
young hidy’s safety,'* exclaimed the leader of the band. 

” Stay, 1 command you;— ; id the strai*ger ou your lives 1” — said 
Anne, in a voice which, usually gentle and meek, she now made 
Inward by those around her like the note of a silver clarion. ‘'I will 
i]<)t stir till ho is rescued,” ^ 

Schrcckenwald had already spurred his horse for flight; but per- 
ceiving Anne’s reluctance to follow him, he dashed back, and seiasing 
a Imrso, xvhich, bridled and saddled, stood picqiieted near him,^o 
tlirow the reins to Arthur Phllipsoii ; and pushing his own horse, at 
tlic same time, betwixt the Englishman and the soldier, he forced 
the latter to rait the hold fie had on his person. In an instant 
IMiilipson was^gahi mounted, when, seizing* a battle-axe which 
hung at flic saddle-bow of liis new steed,«he struck down stag- 
gering sentinel, who was endeavouring again to seize uj|o 2 i him. 

1 ho of ttio Bear’d hiderHl nioknamv for a Gemjian piiva.|^ aoldJer, 
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The troop 4he& rode off at a gallop, for tiie alarm began to 
grow general in the villas ; some soldiers were seen coming out 
of their quarters, and others were beginning to get u;)on faorsebacKo 
Before ^ireckenwilld and liis party had ndden a mile, they heard 
more than once the aound of bugles ; -and when they arrived upon' 
the summit of an emineiuse commanding a view of the village, their 
leader, who, during the retreat, had placed, himself in the rear of 
his company, now haltea to reconnoitre the enemy they had left be- 
hind them. There was bustle and oonfasioti in the street, but there 
did not appear to be any pursuit ; so that Selireckenwald followed 
his route down the river, with speed and activity indeed, but with so, 
niLTcli steadiness at tlie same time, as not to distress the slowest 
horse of his pal•t3^ 

When they had ridden two hours^ more, the confidence of their 
leader was so much augmented that he ventured to command a luUt 
at the edge of a pleasant grove, which served to conceal their pum- 
ber, whilst both ridei*s and horses took soqgie refreshment, for which 
purpose forage and nvoviaions had been borne along with them. 
Ital Sohreckenwald having held some coinmunicatiou with the 
Baroness, continued to offer their travelling companion a sort of 
surly civility. He invited him to partake of Ids own mess, which 
was indeed little different from that which was served out to the 
other trooiiers, but was seasoned with a^glass of wine from a more 
choice fLask. 

“ To your health, brother^’* he said ; ** if you tell tliis day's story 
truly, you wdll allow that I was a true comrade to you two hours 
since, in riding through the village of Arnheim.'^ 

“ I will never deny it, fair sir,” said Philipson, " and I return you 
thanks for your timely assistance; alike, whether it Qirang from 
your mistress's order or your owm good-wUI.” 

Ho ! ho ! my friend,” said Schreckenwald, laughing, ** you are a 
philosopher, and can try conclusions while your hors^^ lies rolling 
above you and a Baareii-hauter aims his avvord at your throat ?~ 
Well, since your wit hath discovered so much, I care not if you know 
that I should not have liad much scruple to sacrifice twenty suclr 
smooth-faced gentlemen ns yotirself, rather tliau the young Barones^l 
of Arnheira had incurred the slightest danger.” 

“ The prqprioty of the sentiment,” said Philipson, "is so undoubt-M 
edly correct, that 1 subscribe to it, even though it is something dis- 
courteously expressed towards myself.” 

In making this reply, tlie young man, ^provoked at the insolence 
of Sclirockenwald's manner, rais^ his voice a little. The eirenm- 
stance did not escape observation, for'^on the instant, Annette Veil- 
chen stood before them, with lier-mistfess's commands on them both 
to speak in whispers, or rather to be ^together silent. 

" Say to your mistress that I am mute, said Philipson. 

" Our unstress, the Baroness, says,^ con^im®^! Aiimette^ with air 
emphask^on the; title,- to wiiich she began to ascribe some tolismanic 
influenck — " the Baroness, I tell you, says, that silence much conr 
cerns ow safety, for it weee most bamrdous to draw upon tins little 
fiiadtivcT oartv the notice of Ahy i>assen£rora who mav nass iilonjr ilte 
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road during* tbe uecessai^ halt ; and it is the Baroueas’s re- 

quest that you will continue the exercise of your teeth as fast as 
you can, and forbear that of your tODg:ues tdl you we in a safer 
eondition.’^ 

f My lady is answered liid Scbrecksaiwald, and her maiden 
'h witty. I driflpdistress Annette, in u oup of Ruderslieimer, to 
the continuanceof her sagadty and of your amiable liveliness of 
disposition. Will it please you, fair mistress, to pledge me iu this 
^l^^erous liquor ? ” 

Out, thou German wine*flast } — ^Out, thou eternal swill-flagon ! 
^j-Heard you ever of a modest maiden who drank wine before she 
had dined?’' 

“ Remain without the generous inspiration then" said the Ger- 
man, and nourish thy satirical vein on sour cider or acid whey." 

A short space having been allowed to refresh themselves, the 
little party again mounted their horses, and travelled with such 
speed, that long before noon they arrived at the strongly fortified 
town of Kehl, opposite to Strasburg, on the eastern bank of the 
Rhine. 

It is for local antiquaries to discover whether the travellers crossed 
from Kehl to Strasbiirg by the celebrated bridge of boats which at 
present maintains the communication across the river, or whether 
they were wafted over by souio other mode of transportation. It is 
enough that they passed iu safety. aucThad landed on the other side, 
wliere — whether she dreaded that ne might forget the charge siie had 
given him, that here they were to separate, or whether she thought 
that soraetliing more might be said in the inoiuent of parting — 
the young Baroness, before remounting her horse, once more ap- 
proached ArMiur Pliilipson, who too truly guessed the teiior of what 
she had to say. • 

“ Gentle stranger," she said, ** I must now bid you farewell. But 
first let me «isk'if you know whereabouts you are to seek your 
father?" 

‘‘ In an inu called the Flying Stag," said Arthur, dejectedly ; ^‘but 
Vyhere that is situated in this large town, I know not," 

I Do you know the place, Ital SchreckcnwalJ ? " 

1 ‘‘1, yomig lady? — Not 1 — I know nothing of Strasburg and iU 
inns. 1 believe most of our party are as ignorant as I aiij.” 

"You and they speak German, I suppose," said the Barojiess, 
drily, "and can make inquiry more eat^ly than a foreigner? Go, 
sir, and forget not that huirqinifcy to the stranger is a religious tluty." 

With that shrug of the shoulders whicli testifies a disploiised mes- 
senger, Ital went to make sonlfe inquiry, and, in his absence, briefflts 
it was, Anne took an opportuifity tc^ say a)>iirl,— Farcyvoll !-— Fare- 
well ! Accept thi<? token of jQriendship, and wear it for iny sake. 
May you be happy ! " 

Z ller slender itngeft propped into his hand * very small parcel, 
lie tumeu to thank her, but she was already at some distance i and 
fiehreckenwaJd, who had taken his place by his side, said in ims harsh 
voioe. " Gome, Sir Squire, I have found ouUyour place of ren^zvous, 
aud I Jiave but little time to play Uie gentleman-ushe^:." 
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He tUen rode on ; ai:^d Philipscn, mounted on his eUai^eiv 

followed him in silence to the point where a large street joinedL or 
rather crossed, that which led from the quay on which they md 
landed. . , . . 

“ Yonder swings the Flying Stag,” said Ital, pointing to an im'<» 
meiise sign, which, mounted on a huge woodeja frame, crossed 
almost the whole breadth of the street* “ Your intelligence isan, I 
thiulc, hardly abandon you, with such a guide-post in your eye.” 

So saying, he turned liia horse without further farewell, and rode 
back to Join his mistress and her attendants. 

Miilipson’s eyes rested on the same group for a moment, when hq 
was reoi^led to a sense of his situation^ the tbouglits of his father; 
and, spurring his inded horse down the cross street, he reached the 
hostelrie of tlie Flying Stag. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

-J wns, I mu&t ooiifem, 

* Great AIbioii''« Queen in former (golden days ; 

But now miscluincd liatli trod my title down. 

And with dishonour laid me on tho ground i 
Where 1 miiat. tAke<"lke seat untS my' fortune, 

And to my hiiinUe aeat conform myself. 

< VI., Part m. 

Till; hosttjlrie of the Flying Stag, in Sirashurg, was, like every inu 
in the empire at that period, conducted with much the same dis- 
courteous inattention to the wants and accommodation <vf the guests, 
as that of JoJiii Mengs. But the youth pnd good looks of Arthur 
PhiJipsoii, circumstances which seldom or never fail to produce some 
effect where the fair arc concerned, prevailed upon a ^shovt, plump, 
dimpled, blue-eyed, fair-tjkiniied yungfVau, the daughter of the land- 
lord of the Flying Stag (himself "a fat old man, pinned to the oaken- 
chair ill the st^tbd), to carry herself to tho young Englishman with a 
degree of condescension which, in llie privileged race to which she. 
belonged, was little short pf degradation. She not only put her liglKjj 
buskins and her pretty ankles m danger of being soiled by tripping 
across the "yard to noiiit out an unoccupied stalSe, but, on Ai thur's 
inq^airy after his father, coijLdcsceiidod to recollect tliat such a gnest 
as lie dcsci’ibed had lodged in the house last night, and Intel said he 
expected to meet there a y<»ung person, Ins fellow-traveller. 

I will send him out to you, fixir sirs” said the little ynngfratt, with 
a smile, wdiich. If things of the ?£ind arc to he valued by tlicir rare 
occurrence, must have been reckoned inestimable. 

She was as good as her Avord. In E few instants the elder Philip- 
son entered the stable^ and folded his sou in hi^^arn^s. 

My son— my dear sonj ” said the Engli^iman, his qsuAl stoicism 
brwkenLiowm and melted by natural feeling and pai-ental tenderncfis, 
— “ WJ.corne to me at al), times— -welcome, in a period of doiibt aiui 
aiid mofit welcome of all, iu a moment which forms the V4?ry 
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crisis of our fete. In a few hours I shall know what wc may expect 
from the Duke of Burgundy. — Hast thou the tokeif?” 

Artliur’s band lirst sought that which was nearest to his heart, 
both in the literal aud allegorical sense^the smsdl parcel namely, 
f hich Aline had given him at parting: But he recollected iiimself 
the instant, and presented to hisfeuterthe packet, which had been 
so strangely lost and recovered at La Fcrett^ 

^ It hath run its own risk since von saw it/ * he observed to his father, 
and so have I mine. I received hospitality at a castle last niglit, and 
' Ochold a body of lanz-knechts in tbe neighbourhood began in the 
^Ssoming to mutiny for their pay. The inhaDitanfe fled flrom tlie cas^c 
escape their violence, and, as we passed their leaguer in the grey of 
the morning, a drunken Baareh-hauter shot my poor .horse, and I 
was forced, in tlic way of exchange, to take*up with his lieavy 
Flemish animal, with its steel saddle, and its clumsy chaflron.” 

*‘Our road is beset with perils/’ said his father. ‘"I too have 
had my share, having been in great danger " (he told not its pre- 
cise nature) ** at an mn, where 1 rested last night. But 1 left it iu 
the morning, and proceeded hither in safety. I have at length, how- 
ever, obtained a safe escort to conduct me to the Duke’s camp near 
Dijon ; and I trust to have au audience of him this evening. Then 
if our last hope should fail, we will seek *1116 seaport of Marseilles, 
lioiat sail for Candia or for lUiodes, an4 *^pcnd our lives in defence 
>f Christendom, since we may no longer flglit for England.” 

Arthur heard these ominous words without reply; but they did 
not the less sink upon his heart, deadly as the doom of the judge 
>vhich secludes the criminal from society and all its joys, auu con- 
demns him to an eternal pTLSOu-house. The bells from the cathedral 
began to toll’tt this instant, aud rempuled t!ie eider Philii>soii of the 
iUity of heai'ing mass, whicdi was said at alt hours in some one or 
l>thcr of the separate chapels which ty'c contained in that magnifleent 
^)ile. His son^followed, on an intimation of his pleasure. 

Ill approaching the access to this superb cathedral, the travellers 
found it obstructed, as is usual in Catholic countries, by the number 
mendicants of both sexes, who crowded round the entrance to 
^•^ve the worshipper*! an opportunity of discharging the duty of alms- 
iSving, so positively enjoibed as a chief obaervauce of their Clmrcii. 
The Knglishiueii extricated themselves from their importunity by 
^bestowing, as is usual on such <K5casions, a donative of small coin 
upon Xhoso who appeared most needy, qj* most deserving of their 
charity. One tall woman sl|pod on the steps close to the door, and 
jfextended her hand to the doer Philipson, who, struck with her ap- 
iiearnnce, exchanged for a piecS of silver tlie copper coins which nH? 

' had been distributing amongst others. 

^*A marvel!” she said, in thoJ|Suglish language, but in a tone cal* 
culated only to be heard by him alone, alihougu his son also caught 
the sound and se&e •# wl^at she said — “ Ay, a rnhUcle ! — An English- 
man still flossesses a silver piece, and can oiferd to bestow it on the 
Wr!'" , K , 

Arthur was sensible that his father started somewhat at thi voice 
or words, which bore^even iu his ear, sometiiing of deeper /koport 
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than the observation of an ordinarv mendieant* But after a glan^ 
.x%i the femaie who thus addressed him, his father passed onwards 
into the body of tiie churchy and was soon engaj^ed in attending* to 
the scdeton ceremony of the mass, as it was performed by a priest at 
the altar of a ehapel, divided from the main body of the spletidM 
edifice, and dedicated^ as it appeared from the imam over the rttai® 
to Saint George ; that military Saint, whose real mstory is so ob- 
scure, though his popuW legend rendered him on object of peculiai 
veneration during the feudal ages. The ceremony Was begun 
finished witli all customai^y forms. The officiating priest, with 
attendants, withdrew ; and though some of the few worshippers wh« 
had assisted at the solemnity remained telling their beads, and occu- 
pied with the performance of their private devotions, far the greatei 
part left the chapel to visit other ahrines, or to return to the prose- 
cution of their secular affairs. 

But Arthur Philipson remarked that, whilst they drimped off one 
after another, the tall woman who had received his father’s alm^ 
continued to kneel near the altar; and he was yet more surprised k 
see that hi» father himself, who, be bad many reasons to know, was 
desirous to spend in the church no more time than the duties of dc 
votiou absolutely claimed, remained also on his knees, with his eyes 
resting on the form of the veiled devotee (such she seemed from hei 
dress), as if his oWn motions were to b^guided by hers. By no iAey 
which occuiTcd to him was -AJi^tbur able to form th^ least conjecture 
as to his father's motives- be only kpew that he was engaged in v 
critical and dangerous negotiation, liarMe to influence or ibterniptim 
from various quarters, and that political suspicion was so gencrall] 
awake both in France, Italy, and Flanders, that the most imi>ortanl 
agents were often obliged to assume the most impenetrable disgiiiseB 
in order to inshuiate them selves without suspicion into tlie conntrie* 
wl'.ere their services were required. Louis XI., in particular, >vhos< 
singular policy Heenied in some’ degree to give a character to thr 
age in which he lived, was well known to have diisgufeed his prmcipa 
einihsiiries and envoys in the fictitious garbs of mendioant monKS 
minstrels, gipsies, and other privileged wanderers of tlic meane^^ 
description. 

Arthur concluded, ther^»fore, that it was not improbable that thi, 
female might, like themselves, be something more than her dresf 
imported ; and he resolved to observe his fat}>er*s deportment toward: 
hei\ and regulate his owi^ actions accordingly* A bell at last an 
nouriced that mass, Upon a more splendid scale, was about to b< 
celebrated before the high altar of the cathedral itself, and its sount 
wltiidrew from the sequestered ohap;d of St George the few wh< 
had remained at the shrine of th^t military saint, excepting the fathei 
and son, and the female penitent wbo kneeled opposite to them^ 
When the last of the worsriippers had retired the female mrose ami 
advanced towards t&eoelder jrhilip^on, who^ Mding^ bis arms on hi! 
bosom, and stooping. his hei^ in an attitude of obeisance Vhich Wi 
son had^ever before seen him assume, appeared rather to wait whaJ 
she had. to say than to propose addressing her. 

Thex(4 was a pause. Four hvmps, ligh^ before tlie tliriud of tbs 



ANKE CJP GBIEIt8T3!!TK. 


"fe59‘ 

saint, cast a dim radiance on hi» armour and steetl, represented as 
1)0 was ill the act of transfixinis' with his lance the prostrate drairoii, 
whose^ outstretebecl wingfs ana writhing* neck were in part touched 
by their beams. . The rest of tlie chapel was dimly illuminated by the 
autumnal sun» which could scarce find its way tlirough the Btained 
panes of the small lanceolated window, which was its only aperture 
to the open air. The light fell doubtful andJrloomy, tinged with the 
various hues through which it passed, upon tu© stately, yet somewhat 
lirokcn and dejected form of the female, and on those of the meian- 
'^'oly and anxious father, and his son, who, with all the eager interest 
of youth, suspected and anticipated extraordinary coAsequences from 
%o singular au interview. 

At lengtli the •female approached to the same side of the shrine 
wiUi Arthur and his father, as if to be. more distinctly lieard, without 
being obliged to raise the slow solemn voice in which she had spoken. 

*1)0 vou here worship/^ she »aid, the St George of Burgundy, or 
the 8t George of merry England, the Oovver of chivalry ?” 

“ I serve,*' said Philipson, folding Ifis hands Immbly on his bosom, 
the saint t/> whom thb chapel is dedicated* and the l>eity with whom 
1 ho\yo for his holy intercession, whether here or in my native 
country.” 

** Ay---you,** said the female, “ even you can foiget— you, even you, 
who liavo been numbered among the rairren-of knightliood — cau for- 
get, that you have worshippctt in the rd^al fane of Windsor — that you 
ivi vo there bent a gartered knee, where^kings and pHnees kneeled 
around you — you can forget this, and nialw^s your orisons at a foreign 
shrine, with a heart undisturbed with the thoughts of what you have 
been, — praying, like some poor iieasaut, for bread and life during 
the day thatf^asses over yon.” 

“Lady,” replied Philipsj>n, “hi my proudest hours, I was, l>efore 
the Being to whom I preferred my prayers, but as a wt^rm in the 
dust — In iliscyes] am now neitltbr less nor more, degraded as I 
may be in thS opinion of my fellow^rep tiles.” 

“How can.4t thou think "thus ?” said the devotee; and yet it is 
well will) thee that thou canst. But what have thy losses been, com- 
jiared to mine ! ” 

t tdie put her hand to her brow, and se%med for a moment over* , 
pow’ored by agonising* recollections. 

Arthur pressed to his father’s side, and inquired, in a*tone of in- 
tei-cst which could not be repressed, “b^fither, who is this lady ?— Is 
it niv mother ? ” 

“No, my son,” answered Philipson j — peace, for the sake of all 
yoxi hold dear or holy t ” 

The singular female, however, •heard both the question and 
answer, though expressed in a whismer. 

* “Yes,” she said, “young roan — I am — I should say I was— your 
•pother; the mothei^ho protectress, of all tta^was noble in Eng^ 
liMid-*-! am Margaret orAnjou.” 

Arthur sank on his knees before the dauntless widow of HAnry the 
f?ixth. who so long, and in such desperate circumstances, upield, by 
courage and deep poBlly, the sinking cause, of hei>) feeble 
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husband ; aud who, if she occasionally abused victory by oruelfey atiJ 
i-evcn^fe, had made some atonement by the indomitable resofotioii 
with which she had siipnortcd the fiercest storms of adversity. Ar- 
thur had been bred in devoted adherence to the now dethroned line 
of Lancaster, of which his fhther was one of the most distingiiisbetl 
supporters; and his earliest deeds of arms, which, though unfoi^ 
tunate^ were neither c^scure nor ignoble, had been done in theii 
cause. With an enthiiSiasm belonging to his age and education^ he 
in the same instant flung his bonnet on the pavement, and knelt rt 
the feet of his ill-fated sovereign. , 

Margaret tlirew^ back the veil which concealed those noble duo 
majestic features, wdiicli even yet,— though rivers of t^ars had fur- 
rowed her cheek, — ^though care, disappointment, ddihcstic grief, and 
Iminbled pride, had quenched the nre of her eye, and wasted tlH 3 
smooth dignity of her forehead, — even yet showed the remains oi 
that beauty wlueh once was held unequalled in Europe. Tlic 
apathy with which a sii^essjoii of misfortunes and disappointed 
hopes had chilled the feelings of the unfortunate Princess, was for n 
moment melted by the sight of the fair youth’s enthusiasm. 8hc 
abandoned one hand to him, which he covered with tears and kisses, 
and with the other stVoked with maternal tenderness his curled locks., 
as she endeavoured to raise him from the x^usturo he bad assumed! 
His father, in the meanwhile, Shut the 4oor of t!ic chapel, and placed 
ms back agaiu-st it, witlidrawmg himself thus from the group, a.s il 
for tlie i^uipose of preventing miy stranger from entering, during « 
scene so extraordinary.^ 

And thou, then,*’ said Margaret, in a voice where female tender 
ness combated strangely with her natural pride of rank, and witli all 
the calm, stoical indifference induced by tlie iutciisiy* of her per- 
sonal misfortunes ; “ thou fan* youth, art ,the last scion of tlie nobk 
stein, so many fair boughs of which have falleu in our hapless cause 
Alas, jiJas I wdiat can 1 do for theffe? Margaret has m)t even a bh\ss 
mg to bestow^ ! 8o Avaywaid is.^her fate, that her benedictions utl 
cLiiaes, and siie has but to look on you and wi^li 3 *ou w^ell, to insiivt 
your speedy and utter ruin. I— I have been the fatal poison-tvec 
wiiose influence has blmhted and destroyed all the fair ])lants tba< 
arose beside and around me, and brought deabli upon every one, yS; 
am myself unable to find it ! ” j ? j 

“ ISIoble fihd royal mistress/’ said the <dder Englishman, “let nol 
your princely courage, whjch has borne such cxiremitios, be dis 
inaycd, now that they arc passed over, and that a chance at least o: 
Imjipicr times is api>roaching to you and'to England.” 

/‘To England, to 7ne, noble Oxford * said ibe forlorn and widowot* 
Queen,— if to*moiTow’s sun ^ could place me once more on the 
throne of England, could it give back to ino what I have lost? J 
siieak not of wealth or power— they are as nothing in the balance— 
I speak not of the hosts of noble mends who have fallen in defence 
of me and mine— Somerset^ Percys, Staffofds, Cliffords— \hey bav<^ 
found tFeir place in fame, in the annals of their country— I speak 
not of Liy husband, he hq^ exchanged the state of a suffering aainf 
upon e(.rth for that of a glorified ikdnt in Heaven-^^qt Oxford ! 
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Riy son — my Edward ! — ^Is it possible for me to look on this yoiiili, 
and not remember that thy countess and 1 on the same nii»ht gave 
birtli to two fair bo^^s ? Ilow oft we endeavoured to prophesy iheir 
future fortunes, and to persuade ourselves that the same constella- 
tioii which shone on their birtli would iuiluence their succeeding 
life, and liold a friendly and equal bias till they reached some des- 
tined goal of liappiiiess and honour! Thjf Arthur lives; but, alas ! 
my Edward, horn under the same auspices, fills a bloody gi*ave ! 

»She wrapped her head in her mantle, as if to stifle the coruplijini.s 
and groans wdiicli maternul affection poured forth at these cruel 
recollections. Philipson, or the exiled Earl of Oxford as we may 
now tenfi him, distinguished in those changeful times by the steadi- 
ness with which he had always maintained his loyalty to the line of 
Lancaster, saw the imprudence of indulging his sovereign in her 
w^eakness. ^ 

“Royal mistress," he said, "life’s journey is that of a brief win- 
ter's (lay, and its course will run on, whether wo avail ourselves of 
its progress (»r no. My sovereign is, I trust, too much mistress of 
herself to suffer lamentation for what is pfissed to deprive her of tlie 
])ow'er of using the present time. I am here in obedience to your 
command ; 1 am to see Burgundy forthwith, and if I find him pliant 
to Uie purpose to which W'c would turn him, events may follow which 
will change into gladness ijur presei)^ mourning. But we must use 
our opportunity with speed as w'elTas zeal. Let mo know, then, 
madam, for what rcasou your Majcstyiihatli come hither, disguiscll 
and in danger ? Surely it was not merely to weep over this young 
Xian tiiat tlio Ingli-miiided Queen Margaret left her fatlier a coun, 
disguised herself in mean attire, and came from a place of safety to 
one (d‘ douL* at least, if not of danger ? ’* 

“ You mock me, Oxfox’d," said the unfortunate Queen, "or yon 
deceive yourself, if you think you still sei‘ve tliat Margai et whose 
word was ngvor spoken without a^cason, and wliose slightest acfioii 
was influenced by a motive. Alas ! I am no longer the same firm 
and rational being The feverish charficter of grief, while it makes 
oue place hateful to me, drives me to another in very impotence and 
impatience of spirit. My father's residence, tliou sayst, is safe; but 
is it tolerable for siicli a soul as juiner •Can one who lias been dc- 

I irivod of the “noblest mid richest kingdom of Europe— one w ho has 
ost hosts of noble friends — one who is a wudowed consoft, a childioss 
motluu*— one upon wdiose head iroaveji hath poured forth its last 
vial of unmitigated wrath — can she stoop to be the companion of a 
weak old man, >vho, in sonnets and in music, in muninicry and folly, 
in harjiing and rhyming', iimit a comfort for all tliat poverty has^at 
is distressing ; and what is still wwrse, even a solace in all that is 
ridiculous and contemptible ? ” 

"Nay, with your leave, madam," said her counsellor, “blame not 
the good Kings R^e, because, persecuted Uy fortune, he lias been 
able to find out for hfmself humbler sources* of solace, which your 
prouder spirit is disposed to disdain. A contention among his min- 
sti^jels has for him the animation of a knightly combat ; anc^a crown 
of flow erss, twiued by his troubadours, and graced by their sohuets, lie 
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accounts a valuable compensation for the diadems of Jerusalem, of 
Naples, and of both Sicilies, of which he only possesses the empty 
titles.” 

Speak not to me of the pitiable old man,” said Margraret ; “sunk 
below even the hatred of his worst enemies, and never thou/?ht wor- 
thy of anything^ more than contempt. I tell Uiee, noble Oxford. I 
have been driven nearly'imad with my forced residence at Aix, in the 
paltry circle which he cails his court. My ears, tuned as they no^ 
are only to sounds of aftiiction, are not so weary of the eternal link- 
ling of harps, and squeak in^jf of rebecks, and snapping of castanets — 
my eyes are not so tired of the beggarly affectation of court cere- 
monial, which is only respectable when it implies weaitli*uml ex- 
presses powci* — as my very soul is sick of the paltry ambition whieli 
can hud pleasure in spangles, tassels, and trumpery, when the reality 
of all that is great and noble hath passed away. No, Oxford, if I am 
doomed to lose the last cast which fickle fortune seems to offer me, 
I will retreat into the meanest convent in the Pyrenean lulls, and at 
least escape the insult of tlie idiot gaiety of iny Jatlier, — Let hini 
pass from our memory as from tlie page of history, in which his 
name will never be recorded. I have much of more importance 
both to hear and to tell — And now, my Oxford, what neUsS from 
[taly ? Will the Duke of Milan afford us assistance with liis coim- 
stds]! or witli his treasures?” ^ 

*‘With Jiis counsels willingly, madam ; hut how you will rcli:di 
them 1 know not, sinco he^recom mends to us snbhiission to our 
hapless fate, and resignation to the >vll) of ProvicUmce.” 

The wily Itsdian ! Will not, then, Galeasso advance auv part of 
Ills hoards, or io^sir-.t a friend, to v;hom ho hath in in's time full (d'icr. 
sworn faith?” ^ o 

“ Not even the diamoud^^ which I offeredjo de])osit in his haiuls,” 
answered the Ear), “ c(‘uld make him ludock his treasury to sup]dy 
ns w'iiii ducats for onr enterprise? Yet Im said, if Charles of Unr- 
guudy should think R^eriously of an exertion in our favour, s uch ^Yi^s 
his regard for that great prince, and his deep sense of vour majesi yV 
misfortunes, that he would consider what the state of his exciKspier, 
thongli much exhausted, and the couditioii of his snlijects. though 
^ impoverisljod by taxes and^ tall higes, would permit him to ad van ee, 
in your behalf-”" 

The dou?»lo faced hypofoite I ” said Margaret. ‘‘ Jf tlie assistance 
of the iirincely Burgundy lends us a chance of regaining wiiat is our 
own, then he will give us soin(3 paltry parcel of crowns, that our re- 
stored prosperity may forget his indftferericc to our adversity ! - But 
whfci or Burgundy ? I liave ventured hither to tell you what 1 luxve 
learned, and to hear report, of yout* proceedings— a trusty watch pro- 
vides for the sccresyof our jhterview\ Mv impatience to .see you 
brought me hither in this mean disguise. 1 have a small retinue at 
a convent a mile beyemdathe town— 1 have had wgir Arrival watched 
by the foitlifnl Lan)he,4*t— tvid now I come fh know' your Jloi>es or 
your and to ted) you my awn.” 

UoyjiL lady,” said ilie Jlarl, 1 have not seen the Duke. Ypu 
know hi-f tem])er to be wdlful, .suddc#, haughty,* and unpersuadable. 
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If lie can adopt the calm and sustained policy which the times re- 
quire, I little doubt hia obtaining* full amends of Louis, hia sworn 
enemy, and even of Edward, his ambitious brother-in-law. But if he 
coiitiiiiios to yield to extravagant fits* of passion, with or without 
provocation, he may hurry into a quarrel with the poor but hardy 
Helvetiaua, and is likely to engage in a perilous contest, in which 
he cannot be expected to gain any thing, while he undergoes a chance 
* of the most serious losses/^ ^ 

“Surely/* replied the Queen, “lie will not trust the usurper 
Edward, even in the very moment when he is giving the greatest 
proof of treachery to his alliance ? ” 

“lu^what respect, madam?** replied Oxford, ^The news you 
allude to has not reached me.** 

“ ilow, my lord? Am I then the first to tell you, that Edward of 
york has crossed the sea with such an army, as scarce even the 
renowned Henry Y., my father-in-law, ev<^r transported from France 
to Italy ? ” 

“ So much 1 have indeed beard was exi)ecleci,** said Oxford; “and 
I antieijuitfd the effect as fatal to our cause. ’ 

“Edward is arrived,” said Margaret, “and the traitor and usurjier 
hath sent deiiance to Ikuus of France, and demanded of him the 
crown of tliJiL kingdom as his own right — that crown which was 
jdaced on tlio head of my unhappy husbiiiul, wiion lie was yet a child 
in the enulle.” • ^ 

“It is then decided — the EngliSi are in France ! ” an'^iwered Ox- 
ford, in a tone expressive of the deepest anxiet.y. — “ And whom 
brings Edward witli him on this expeditbm ?** ‘ 

“All — all the bitterest enemies ofour house and cause— ’Hi o false, 
the trsiitonuis, tho dishonoured George, whom lie call^ Duke of 
CJiiiTC‘iu*c*“ the blood -drinker, Richard — the licentious nastiugs — 
Howard ■“ Stanley — in<i word, the leaders of al! tho>s€' trait‘»rs wliom 
I would not name, iinlestt by dj^ing 550 my curses could sweep them 
from thejt'iice of the oarih.” 

“And — 1 tremble to ask,*’ fiuid the “ Does Biirgundy pre- 

}):ire ti> join them as a brother of the W'ar, and make ooinmou cause 
with this Yorkish host against King Louis of France 

“ }5y iny advices,” replied the Queen, '^and lliey are both private 
and sure,’ besides that tl ey are coiihnKied by the bruit of coinmipi 
fame- No, my good Oxford, no! ” 

“For tluJt mav the Saints bo praised!** answ'Ovcd^Oxford. “Ed- 
ward of York — 1 wdll not malign evi^i an enemy-- is n Ixdd and fear- 
It'ss leader — But he is, neither Edward the Third, nor the heroic 
Ilhick Prince — nor is he that fifth Henry of La.ucastor, under whom 
i won iny atmrs, and to wRosc lineage the thoughts of his gfcrious 
memory would have made mo« faithful, had iny plighted vows of 
allegiance ever permittcd^ie to entertain a thought of varying, or 
of (fcfoctioii. TiCt Edward engage in war wdtli Louis without the 
aid hariAuuK^ oji which he has reck«iu?d. JiOuis is indeed no 
hero, but he is ti cautious aiul skilful •general, more lo be tlreaded, 
perhaps, in ihoae politic days, than if Charlemagne couU' again raise 
•tlic Oriflammo, surrounded 1^^ liolaniand nil his palat’ins. Louis 
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will not hazard such fields as those of Cressy, of Poictiers, or of 
Agincourt With a thousand lances from Hainaiilt, and twenty 
thousand crowns from Burg^undy, Edward shall risk the loss of Eng;* 
land, while he is engaged in a protracted strupfg^le for the recovery 
of Normandy and Guienne. But what are the movements of Bur- 
gundy ? 

He has menaced 6eri?jany ” said Margaret^ ** and his troops are 
now employed in overrunnOug LoiTaine, of which he has seized the 
principm towns and castles.” 

Where is Ferrand de Vaudemont — a youth, it is said, of courage 
and enterprise, and claiming Lorraine in right of his mother, Yolande 
of Anjou, the sister of your grace?” 

” Fled,'" replied the Queen, “ into Germany or Helvetia ” 

“ Let Burgundy beware of liim,” said the experienced Earl ; ** for 
diould the msiuherited youth obtain confederates in Germany, and 
allies among the hardy Swiss, Charles of Burgundy may find him a 
far more formidable enemy than he expects. We arc strong for the 

S resent, only in the Dukc^s strength, and if it is wasted in idle and 
esultory efforts, our hopes, alas ! vanish with his pow’er, even if he 
should be found to have the decided will to assist us. JMy friends ii| 
England are resolute not to stir without men and money from Bur- 
gundy.” 

** It is a fear,” said Margaret, but not our worst' fear. I dread 
more the imlicy of Louis, who, unlrss my espials have grossly deceived 
me, has even already proposed a secret peace to Edward, offering 
with large sums of money to purchase England to the Yorkists, and 
a truce of seven years.” 

“ It cannot be,” said Oxford. No Englishman, commanding such 
an army as Echvard must now lead, dares for very shame to retire 
from France without a manly attempt to recover bis lost provinces.” 

“Such would have been tlie thouglits of a rightful prince,” said 
Margaret, “ who left behind him an pbedient and faithful hingdoni. 
Such may not be the thoughts of this Edward, misnaired PJan- 
tagenet, base perhaps in mind as in blood, since they say his real 
father was one Blackburn, an archer of Middleham — usurpei', at 
least, if not bastard — such wdll not be his thoughts.^ Every hreeze 
that blows from England will bring wdth it apnrehensions of dcfec- 
tfen amongst tliose over wdiohi he has usurped autliority. He will 
not sleep in pe^ce till he returns to England with those cut-tiiroats, 
whom he relics upon for the defence of his stolen crown. He will 
engage in no war with Louis, fir Louis will not hesitate to sootlio 
his pride by humiliation — to gorge his avarice and naniper his vol- 
uptuous prodigality by sums of gold — and I fear miicn wo shall soon 
hear dr’ the English army retiring from France with the idle boast, 
that they have displayed tlieir baiindrs once more, for u week or two, 
in the provinces which were formerly tlK^’r own.” 

“ It the more becomes us to be speedy in moving Ipurgundv to 
dedsiou,” rc])lied Oxford ; “ and for that pin*iw>sc 1 post to pijoii. 

f 

1 Tlie Xjaiicaetriaii party threw the imputation of btistardy (whitli was totally un- 
Itianded) upoir Edward IV. ^ » * 
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Such an army as Edward’s cannot be transported over the narrow 
seas in several weeks. The probability is, that they must winter in 
France, even if they should have truce with Kin^ Louis. With a 
thousand Hainault lances from the eastern part of Flanders, I can be 
soon in the North, where we have many friends, besides the assur- 
aiue of help from Scotland. The faithf]^ West will rise at a sigfnal 
— a Cliffora can be found, thougfh the mountain mists have hid him 
ti f«m Richard’s researches — the Wdsh will assemble at the rally ing*- 
Avord of Tudor — the Red Rose raises its head once more — and so, 
Qod save Kin^ Hem*y ! ” ‘ 

** Alas ! ” said the Queen — “ But no husband — no friend of mine 
— the son but of my mother-in-law by a Welsh chieftain — cold, they 
say, and crafty — But be it so — let me only see Lancaster triumph, 
tind obtain revenge upon York, and I will die contented ! ” 

‘^It is then your pleasure that I should make the proffers ex- 
pressed by your Grace’s former mandates, to induce Burgundy to 
stir himseir in our cause ? If he learns the proposal of a truce be- 
twixt France and England, it will sting sharper than aught 1 can 
say.” 

‘'Promise all, however,” said^the Queen. know his inmost 
sonl— it is set upon extending the dominions of his House in every 
direction. For this he has seized Queldres — for this he now over- 
lains and occupies Lorraine — for^this he covets such poor rem- 
nants of Provence as my father still cjalls his own. With such aug- 
mented teiTitories he proposes to exchange his ducal diadem for an 
arched crown of hidepencfent sovereignty. ; Tell the Duke, Margaret 
can assist his view's — tell him that my father Ren6 shall disown the 
oppositioi^ made to the Duke’s seizure of Lorraine — He shall do 
more — he shall declare Charles bis heir in Provence, with ray ample 
consent— tell him the olll man shall cede his dominions to him upon 
the instant that his llainaulter^ embark for England, some small 
pension deftlucted to maintain a concert of fiddlers and a troop of mor- 
rice-dancers. These are ReiuTs only eartlily w'uiits. Mine are still 
fewer — Revenge upon York, and a speedy grave ! — For the paltry 
gold Avhich we may need, thou hast jewels to pledge — For the other 
conditions, security, if roqu^'red.” • ^ 

“ For these, madam, I can pledge my knightly w'ord, in addition 
to your roA'al faith ; and if more is required, my son sflall be a host- 
age with Burgundy.” 

“ Oh, no — no ! ” exclaimed the dethroned Queen, touched by, per- 
liaps, the only tender feeling which repeated and extraordinary mis- 
fortunes had not chilled iiit# insensibility, — Hazard not tlie Mte of 
the noble youth— he that is the hwt of the loyal and faithful House 
of Vere — no that shouhl have been the brother-in-arms of my beloved 
Edward — he that had so nearly been his companion in a bloody and 
untimely grave ! not involve this pooji dtiikl in these fatal m- 
triguesf \viiich*have been so baneful to £is fiimily. Let him go with 
me. Him at least I will shelter from danger whilst 1 live, and pro- 
vide for when I am no more.” • . , • 

•"Forgive me, madam,” said Oxford, with the firmness wmcli dis- 
tinguished him. " My son, as yon jieign to recollect, 4^ a De Wtre, 



23G 


AN^’I5 OF GEIERSXEIN. 


d^tined, pcrhap.^, to be tbe kst of hia name. Fall he may, bat it 
must not be without honoui*. To whatever dangers his duty and 
allegiance call him, be it from sword or lance, axe or gibbet, to 
these he must expose himself frankly, when his doing so can mark 
bis allegiance. Ilis ancestors have bHhq^iol him how to brave them 
all.” 

True, true,’* exclaimed the unfortunate Queen, raising her arms 
wildly, — ‘'rJl must perish — all that have honoured Lancaster — all 
that have loved Margaret, or whom she has loved. The destruction 
must be universal— the young must fall with the old — not a lamb of 
the scattered flock shall escape ! ” 

“ For Ood’s sake, gracious madam,” said Oxford, " compose your- 
self ! — I hear them knock on the chanel door.” 

“ It is the signal of parting,” saiu the exiled Queen, collecting 
herself. Do not fe^ir, noble Oxford, I am not often thus ; but bow 
seldom do 1 see those friends, whose faces and voices can disturb 
the composure of my despair 1 Let me tie this relic about thy neck, 
good youth, and fear not its evil influence, though you receive it 
from an ill-onjened hand. It was my husband’s, blessed by many a 
pray<n*, and sanctified by many a holy tear ; even mv unhappy hands 
cannot pollute it. I should have bound it on my Edward^s bosom 
on the areadful morning of Tewkesbury fight ; but he armed early 
—.wont to the field without seeing me, and all my purpose Wiis 
vain.” 

She passed a golden chain round Arthur’s neck as slic spoke, winch 
contained a small gold crucifix of rich but barbarous manufacture. 
It hud belonged, said tradition, to Edward the Confessor. Tho 
knock at the cloor of the ciiapel was repeated. 

*• We must not tarry/’ said Margaret; “let us part here — you for 
Dijon — 1 to Aix, iny abode of unrest in IVovencc. Farewell — wo 
may meet in a belter hour — yet how can 1 hope it ? Thua I said on 
the" morning before tho fight of St Albans — thus on the dark dawn- 
ing of ToAvton — thus on the yet more bloody field of Tewkesbury — 
and wluit was tbe event? Yet liope is a plant which cannot be 
rooted out of a noble breast till the last heart-string crack as it is 
^pulled aw'uy.” •» 

So saying, phe passed through the chapel door, and mingled in the 
luiseelianeous assemblage of per.sonages Avho worshipped or indulged 
their curiosity, or consumed tlieir idle hours amongst the aisles of 
the cathedral. 

Plplipson and liis son, both deeply impressed with the singular in- 
terview which had just taken place, returned to their' inn, wliore they 
found a pursuivant, with the llukd'of Burgundy’s badge and livery, 
Avlio informed them, that if they were (he English merchants wlio 
were carrying AA'ares o| value to the court of tlie Duke, he had orders 
to aflbr J them the countenance of hia escort attd ifiviolable character. 
Under his protection they set out from Strasburg ; but such was the 
uncertainty of the Duke of Burgundy’s motions, and such the numer- 
ous obstacles which occurred to interrupt tlicir journey, in a country 
disturbed by the constant passage of troops and 'preparation for. war, 
that it was evening on the second day ere they reached the plain 
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near Uijou, on which the whole, or great part of his power, lav en- 
camped. ■ “ 


CHAPTER XJfV. 

Thus laid the Duke^Tliufi did ilie l>uke infer. 

Richard JIh 

'J'he eyes of the elder trAveller were wfeU accustomed to sifflita of 
utartuil splendour^ yet even he was dazzled with the rich and gTorious 
display of the Burg^uiidiaii camp, in which, near the walls of Dijon, 
Charles, the wealthiest prince in Europe, had displayed his own ex- 
travagance, and encouraged his followers to similar profusion. The 
pavilions of the meanest officers were of silk and samite, while thc)se 
of the nobility and great leaders glittered with cloth of silver, cloth 
of gold, variegated tapestry, and other precious materials, which in 
no other situation would Have been employed as a cover from the 
weather, but would themselves have been thought wortliy of the most 
careful protection. Tlie horsemenand infantry wiio mounted guard, 
were aiTayed in the richest and most gorgeous armour, A beautiful 
and very numerous train <pf tvrtillerj^was drawn up near the entrance 
of the camp, and in its commander, Philipsoii (to give the Earl the 
travelling name to which our rcadei*s are accustonied) recognised 
Henry Colvin, an Englishman of inferior hii Lh, but distinguislu‘d for 
Iiis skill in conducting* these terrible engines, which had of ialeeomc 
info geneml use in war. The banners and pcinmns w^hich were dis- 
played by^very knight, baron, and man of rank, tloated before thedr 
tents, and the owners of these traiisib^ry dwellings sat at the door 
half-armed, and enjoyed the nplirary contests of the soldiers, in 
wrestling, ^jttching the bar, and other athletic <*xercises. 

Long rt»w's of the noblest horses were seen at ])iequet, ]>rancing and 
tossing their heads, as impatient of tlie inactivity to wliicli they were 
confined, or were heard neighing over tlie j>rovender5 which 'was 
spread plentifully before them. 'J'he soldiers formed joyous grnn])s 
around tlie minstrels and strolling jugglers, or were Vnguired m 
drinking |Mirties at the sutlers' tent ; others strolled ah^>ut folded 
arms, casting their eyes now and then to the sinking sun, as il‘ ilesir- 
ourt that the hour should arrive which^vould put an end to a day un- 
occupied, and therefore tedious. 

At length the travellers reached, amidst tlie dazzling varie^es of 
this military display, the piftilion of the Duke hnnself, befor^wdiich 
floated heavily in the evening breeze, the broad and rich baainer, in 
which glowed the armoriab oearin^ and quarterings of a prince, 
Duke of six Q^rovii^ces, and Count of fifteen counties, who was, from 
ius poYe**> hiS disposition, and the success wmicli seemed to attend 
bis enterprises, the general dread of Europe’. I'hc pursuivant made 
himself known to some of the household, and the Englishmen were 
immediately received with courtesy, thoifgh not such as to draw atten- 
tioti^ upon Uiem, anfl conveyed to a neighbouring tent, the resi^nce 
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of a gfeneral officer, which they were g’iveii to understand was dea** 
fined for tliciv accommodation, and where their packa<yes accordingrly 
were deposited, and refreshments offered them. 

As the camp ia filled/’ said the domestic who waited upon them, 

with soldiers of different nations and uncertain dispositions, the 
Duke of Burgundy, for t^e safety of your merchandise, has ordered 
you the protection of a Regular sentinel. In t(be mean time, be in 
readiness to wait on his Highness, seeing you may look to be pre- 
sently sent for.” 

Accordingly the elder Philipson was shortly after summoned to 
the Duke’s presence, introduced by a back entrance into the ducal 
pavilion, and into that part of it which, screened by close curtains 
and wooden barricades, formed Charleses own separate apartment. 
The plainness of the furniture, and the course apparatus of the Duke’s 
toilet, formed a strong contrast to the appearance of the exterior of 
the pavilion ; for Charles, wlmse character was in that as in other 
things, far from consistent, exhibited in his own person during war 
an austerity, or rather coarseness of dress, and sometimes of manners 
also, which was more like the rudeness of a German lanz-knccht, 
tlian the bearing of a prince of exalted rank ; while, at the same 
time, he encouraged and enjoined a great splendour of expense and 
display amongst Tiis vassals and courtiers, as if to be rudely attired, 
ana to despise every restraint, p^ven of o?;dinary ceremony, wxre a 
privilege of the sovereign alone. Yet when it pleased him to assume 
state ill pei'son and manners, rone knew better than Charles of Bur- 
gundy how he ought to adorn and demean himself. 

Upon his toilet appeared brushes and combs, which might have 
claimed disipisaal as past the term of service, overworn hats Jtnd 
doublets, dog-leashes, leather-belts, and other such paltry articles ; 
amongst which lay at random, as it seemed, / he great diamond called 
Baiici, — the three rubies termed the Three Brothers of Antwerp, — 
another great diamond called the iJamp of Flanders, an^ other pre- 
cious stones of scarcely inferior value and rai-ity. This extraordinary 
display somewliat resembled the character of tlie Duke himself, who 
mixed" cruelty with justice, magnanimity with meanness of spirit, 
economy with extravagance, and liberality with avarice: being, in 
jt^ct, consistent in nothing excepting in his obstinate determination 
to follow tlie opinion he had once formed, in every situation of things, 
and through ail variety of risks. 

In the midst of the valueless and inestimable articles of liis ward- 
I’obe and toilet, the Duke or Burgundy called out to the English 
traveller, “Welcome, Herr Philipson — welcome, you of a nation 
whose t raders are princes, and their merchants the miglity ones of 
the earth. What new commodities have you brought to gull us ivith ? 
You merchants, by St George, are a wi^y generation.” 

“Faith, no new merchandise I, myloru,’^ answered the elder Eng-^ 
lishman ; “ I bring but the commooiiies which^l Showed your High- 
ness tlie last time I communicated with you, in the hope of^'a poor 
trader, that your Grace may find them more acceptable upon a review, 
than when you first saw the^c.” 

“It is well, Sir — Philipville, I think they call you?— you are a 
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Htmple trader, or you take me for a silly purchaser, that yon think to 
^ull me with tlie same waresi which I fancied not formerly. Oliange 
of fashion, man — novelty — is the motto o^commerce; your Lancaster 
wares have had their day, and 1 have bought of them like others, and 
WAS like enough to have paid dear for them too. York is all the vogue 
now." 

It may be so among the vulgar.*’ said Ime Earl of Oxford ; but 
for souls like your Highness, Svitn, honour, and loyalty, are jewels 
wliich change of fancy, or mutability of taste, cannot put out of 
fashion.’* 

“ Why, it may be, noble Oxford," said the Duke, ‘*that I preserve 
in my secret mind some veneration for these old-fashioned qualities, 
else now siiould I have such regard for your person, in which they 
have ever been distinguished? But my situation is painfully urgent, 
and should 1 make a false step at this crisis, 1 might break the pur- 
poses of my whole life. Obsen-e me, Sir Merchant. Here has come 
over your old competitor, Blackburn, whom some call Edward of York 
and of London, w ith a commodity of bows and bills such as never 
entered France since King Arthur's time ; and he offers to enter 
into joint adventure with me, or, in plain speech, to make common 
cause with Burgundy, till we smoke out or his earths the old fox 
Jjouis, and nail his hide to the stable-door. In a W'ord, England in- 
vites me to take part with#him agamst my most wily and inveterate 
enemy, tlie King of Prance ; to rid myself of the chain of vassalage, 
and to ascend into the rank of indepeiilent princes ; — how think you, 
nnl)le Earl, can I forego this seducing temptation ? " 

** You niUKt ask this of some of your counsellors of Burgundy," said 
Oxford ; ** it is a question fraught too deeply with ruin to my cause, 
for me to ^vc a fair opinion ou,it." 

Nevertheless,” sai<l Charles, '‘I ask thee as an honourable man, 
what objections you see to the course x>ropoRcd to me? Speak your 
mind, and speak it freely.” * 

“ ]\Iy lor3, 1 know it is iu your Highness’s nature to entertain no 
doubts of the facility of executing anything which you have once 
determined shall be llone. Yet, though tliis prince-like disposition 
may in some cases prepare for its ow^n success, and has often done so, 
IheVe are otliers, iu which persisting in t>ur purpose, merely becausi:^ 
we have once willed it, leads not to success, but to ruin. Look.thex'e- 
forc, at this English army ; winter is approaching, wh?ro are they to 
be lodged ? how arc they to he victut^lcd? by wTiom are they to be 
paid ? Is your Highness to take all the expense and labour of fitting 
them for tlie summer cabipaigii ? for, rely on it, an English army 
never was, nor will be, fit fof service, till they have been out4P#*their 
own island long enough to accustom them to military duty.* They iire 
men, I grant, the fittest for soldiers in the world ; but thev are not 
soldiers as yet, and must be trained to become such at your Highness’s 
expense." 

“ Be It so,” said CBarles ; I think .the Low Countries can find 
food for the bcef-consumiug knaves for a few weeks, and villages 
fqr them to lie iu, and officers to train tl^ir sturdy limbs to war, and 
proTOst-marshah enough to reduce their refractory spirit to discipline.” 
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“ What happens next? ” said Oxford. You march to Paris, add 
to Edward’s usurped po.wer another kingdom ; restore to him all the 
possessions wliich Englanrf*' ever had in France, Normandy, Maine, 
Anjou, Oascon 3 % and all besides — Can you trust this Edward when 
you shall have tnus fostered his strength, and made him far stronger 
than this Louis whom yo?i have unitOa to pull down ? ” 

^ By St George, 1 will^ot dissemble with you ! It is in that very 

f ioint.that my doubts trouble me. Edward is indeed my brother-iu« 
aw, but 1 am a man little inclined to put my head under my vj^ife’s 
girdle.” 

And the times,” said Philipson, " have too often shown tlie in 
efhcieucy of family alliances, to prevent the mosf^ gross breaches 
faith.” 

“ You say well, Earl. Clarence betrayed his fatherdndaw ; Louis 
poisoned his brother — Domestic affections, pshaw! they sit warm 
enough by a private man’s fireside, but thev cafinot come into fields 
of battle, or princes’ halls, where the wind olows cold. No, my alli- 
ance with Ethvard by marriage ivere little succour to me in time of 
need. I would as soon ride an unbroken horse, with no better bridle 
than a lady’s garter. But what then is the result ? lie wars on Louis ; 
whichever gains the better, 1, who must be strengthened in their 
mutual weaicness, receive the advantage — the Englishm^ slay lln^ 
French with their cloth-yard shafts, and^ the Frenchmen, by .skir- 
mishes, waste, weaken, ana destroy the English. With spring I take 
the field with un army superior to both, and then, St George for Bur- 
gundy ! ” 

“i\nd if, in the meanwhile, your Highness will deign to assist, 
even in the most trifling degree, a cause the most honourable that 
ever knight laid lance in rest for, — a moderate sum of luTmey, and a 
small body of ilaiuault lances, who may gam botli fame and fortune 
by the service, may replace the injured heir of Lancaster in the pos- 
session <if his native and rightful dominion.” 

“ Ay, man y, Sir Earl,” said the Duke, “ 3 'ou come roundly to the 
point ; but we liave seen, and indeed partly as.sisted at, so many turns 
betwixt York and Lancaster, that we have some doubt which the 
side 1,0 which IJcaven has given the right, and the inclination?; of the 
j?€iople the cileclual power ;^we are surprised into abstdute giddiness 
by so many t'xlraurd inary revolutions of fortune as England . lja.i 
exhibited.” 

A proof, roy lord, that tln*se mutations arc not yet ended, and 
that your generous aid may give to the better side an cfiectual turn 
of adv^aiitage.” 

“ AbVi lend my cousin, Margaret of ^Anjou, my arm to dethroue 
my w'ife’s brother ? Perhaps he dc&rves sirlall good-will at my bands, 
since he and his insolent nob)e.s have been urging me with remon- 
strances, and even tlujeats, to lay aside all my ouyi important affairs, 
and join Edward, forsoo?h, in his knight-errant ^xpcMitiour^against 
Louis. I will inarch against' Louis at my own time, and not sooner: 
and, by Saint Geoi^e, neither island king, nor island noble shall 
dictate to Charles or Burgufidy. You are fine conceited compunioits, 
you English of both sides, that think the matters of your ow^ii bedlam 
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island are as interesting to all the world as to yourselves. But 
neither York nor Lancaster ; neither brother Blackburn, nor cousin 
Margaret of Anjou, not with John de Vere*to back lier, shall g'ull me. 
Men lure no hawks with empty hands." 

Oxford, familiar with the ijuke^s disposition, suffered him to ex- 
haust himself in chafing, that any one sboubl pretend to dictate his 
course of conduct, and, when he was at lengta silent, replied with 
calmness — Do I live to hear the noble Duke of Burgundy, the 
mirror of European chivalry, say, that no reason has been shown to 
4iim for an adventure where a helpless qiieen is to be redressed — a 
i^oyal house raised from the dust? Is tliere not immortal los and 
honour — the trumpet of fame to proclaim the sovereign, who, alone in 
a degenerate age, has united the duties of a generous knight with 
those of a princely sovereign " 

The Duke interrupted him, striking him at the same time on the 
shoulder — *‘And King Kend*s five hundred fiddlers to tune their 
cracked violins in iny praise! and 'King Ren^ himself to listen to 
them, and say, ‘Well fought Duke — well played fiddler V I tell thee, 
John of Oxford, when thou and I wore maiden armour, such words 
as fame, honour, los^ knigJitly glory, lady’s love, and so forth, were 
good mottoes for our snow-white shields, and a fsiir enough argu- 
ment for splintering lances — Ay, and in tilt-yard, though somewTiat 
old for these fierce folliesf I would«icopard my person in such a 
quarrel yet, as becomes a knight of the order. But when we come 
tt> paying down of crowns, nnd enibartcing of large septadn^ns, we 
must have to. propose to our subjects some substantial excuse for 
plunging tliem in war; some proposal for tlie public g(»otl— ov, by 
St George for our own private advantago, wliicli is the same thing. 
This is the course the world runs, and Oxford, to tell the plain truth, 
r mean to hold the same^das." 

“licaveu forbid that I should expect your Highness to act other- 
wise than with a view to your subjects’ welfare — the increase, lliat is, 
as your Grace happily expresses it, of 3 "oiir own power ami dominion. 
Tim money wc require is not in benevolence, but in loan ; and Mer- 

f aret is willing to deposit these jewels, of which 1 liiink your Guu'o 
nows the value, till she shall repay the sum which your fricmbJiip 
may advance in her necessity." * m 

“ Ha, ha !”*said the Duke, “ would our cousin make % pawnbr(»ker 
of u.s, and have ns deal with her like a Jewish usurer with Jtis 
debtor? — Yet, in faith, Oxford, vve iiifiy need the diunionds, f<ir if 
this business were otherwise feasible, it is possible that 1 myself 
must become a borrower ^ aid my ctjnsin’s necessilios. ^Miav© 
applied to the States of the Duchv, Who are now sitting, uiul'^Spect, 
as IS reasonable, a large supply. But there are restless tmatls and 
close hands among* them, am? they may be niggardly — So place the 
jewels on the 4ab^€»in the meanwhile. — Wcll,^ay 1 am to be no suf- 
ferer Ilf purse* by tliia^feat of kiiight-erranfry wiiicli you propose to 
me, still princes enter not into war without some view of advantage ?" 

“Listen to me, noble sovereign. You are naturally bent to unite 
tUe great estates of your father, and those y'ou have acquired by 
your own arms, into a compact and firm Dukedom 
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Call it king^dom,” said Cliaidos, it is the worthier word/' 

“ Into a kingdom^ of which the crown shall sit as fair and even Or 
your Grace's brow as that*6f France on your present suzerain, Louis.' 

It needs not such shrewdness as yours to descry that such is 
purpose,” said the Duke ; “ else, wherefore am I here with lielra O! 
my head, and sword Ig my side? And wherefore are tny troops 
seizing on the strong inaces in Lorraine, and chasing before then 
the beggarly De Vaudeinont, who has the insolence to claim it as 
his inheritance ? Yes, my friend, the aggrandisement of Burgund} 
is a theme for which the Duke of that fair province is bound to iighj 
while he can put foot in stirrup.” : 

But think you not,” said the English Earl, “ since you allow me 
to speak freely with your Grace, on the footing of okl acquaintance- 
ship, think you not that in this chart of your dominions, otherwise 
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might be arranged more advantageously for a King of Burgundy ? ” 
“ I cannot guess whither you would lead me,” saia the Duke, look- 
ing at a map of the Duchy and his other possessions, to which the 
Englishman had pointed his attention, and Uien turning his broad 
keen eye upon tlie face of the banished Earl. 

I would say,” replied the latter, that, to so powerful a prince 
as your Grace* there is no safe neighbour but the sea. Here is Pro- 
vence, w^hich interferes betwixt ^:ou and the Mediterranean ; Provence 
Avith its princely harbours, and fertile corn-fields^ and vineyards. Were 
it not well to intsludeit in your map of sovereignty, and thus touch 
the middle sea with one hand, while the other rested on the sca-coast 
of Flanders ? ” 


« Provence, said you ? ” replied the Duke, eagerly ; " why, man, 
iny very dreams are of Provence. I cannot smell an orange but it 
reminds me of its perfumed woods and how’urs, its olives, citrons, and 
pomegranates. But liow to frame, pretensions to it ? 8hame it were 
to disturb llen^, the harmless old man, nor would it become a near 
relation. Then he is the uncle of Lonis ; and most probably, faSbii?: 
his daughter Margaret, or perhaps in preference to her, 
named the French King his heir.” 

A better claim miglit be raised up in your Grace's own person,” 
wid the Earl of Oxford, “ ff you will afford Margaret of Anjou the 
sticcour she i;equires by me.” 

“ Take the aid thou requirest,” replied flic Duke; ‘‘take double 
the amount of it in men and money ! Let me but have a claim upon 
Provence, though thin as a single thread .of thy Queen Margaret's 
liair, and let mo alone for^ twisting it into the tough texture of a 
quadr^ij/o cable. — But 1 am a fool to listen to the dreams of one, 
who, ruined himself, can lose iittSe by lidding forth to others the 
most extravagant hopes.” ^ 

Charles breathed high, and changed complexion as^he spoke. 

I am not such a person, ray Lord Duke,'* aaid the Earl. Jr Listen 
to mc—Rene is broken* with- yeai-s, fond of repose, and too poor to 
maintain his rank with the necessary dignit}'; too good-natured, or 
too feeble-minded, to lay ftv/ther imposts on bis subjects ; weary of 
conten ding with bad fortune, and desirous to resign his territories-^ — 
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His temtories ! said Cliai-les. 

** Yes, all he actually possesses ; and the much more extensive do- 
minions which he has claim to, but which hasire passed from his sway.” 
** Yini iiwnv mv I ** said the X)uke. ** Rend resigrn 


away my breath ! 
d what savs Mars 


^arffaret — wnl she subscribe to so liumiiiatingf a proceeding i ” 
‘‘For the chance of seeing Lancaster trijlnnpii in Engrland, she 
would resign, not only dominion, but life itself And in truth, the 

S «“crifice is less than it may seem to be. It is certain that, when Kend 
s, the King' of France will claim the old man’s county of Provence 
a male fief, and thei*e is no one strong' enough to back IMargarct's 
iin of inheritance, however just it may be.” 

‘ It is just,” said Charles ; it is undeniable ! I will not hear of 
?ts being denied or challenged — that is, when once it is established 
in our own person. It is the true principle of the war for the public 
good, that none of the great fiefs ne suffered to revert again to tlio 
crown of France, least of all while it stands on a brow so astucious 
and unprincipled as that of Louis. BurgumW joined to IVovence — 
a dominion from the German Ocean to the MediteiTiiiieaii! Oxford 
— thou art my better angel 1 ” 

“ Your Grace must, however, reflect,” said Oxford, ‘‘that honour- 
able provision must be made for King Rene.” 

“Certainly, man, certainly^ he shall have a score of fiddlers luid 
jugglers to play, roar, and recite to IBm from moniing till niglit. 
He shall have a court of Troubadours, wh^^ shall do nothing but drink, 
flute, and fiddle to him, and pronounce acresUoi lovc^ to be confirmed 
or reversed by an appeal to himself, the supremo Jioi cTAmour, 
And Margaret shall also be honourably sustained, in the manner you 
iiaayjpoiut outJ’ 

“ That will DC easily settled,” answered the English Earl. “ If our 
attempts on England succeed, she will need no aid from Burgundy. 
If she fails, she retires into a cloistet* and it will not be long tluit she 
will need tlie Ifonourable maintenance which, I am sure, your Grace’s 
tenpr'^'iiit^^ will willingly assign her.” 

* ‘ c...titiestionably,” answered Charles; “and on a scale which will 
become us both ;~but by luy liaiidome, John of Vere, the abbcr-.s 
~^tio whoso cloister Margaret of Anjou shall retire, will have an iin- 
;-'^vcriiablc penitent under her charge. Well do 1 know her; am!, 


Well do 1 know her; and, 


^ir Earl. I will not clog our discourse by expressing any dSubis, tliat, 
if she pleases, she can compel her father to resign his estates to 
whomsoever she will. She is like my bnflihe, Gorgon, who eompolA 
whatsoever hound is coupled*with lier to g*o the way she chooses, or 
strangles him if he resists. So has Mai^ret acted with hmuihfk- 
■p^le-miuded husband, and l am snvarc^that Imr father, a fool of a dif- 
f^^reut cast, must of necessity b^ equally tractable. 1 think I could 
fJave matched her, — though my very neck aches at the thought of the 
struggles we shouid lywe had for mastery. But foil look grave, be- 
cause 1 jesl with Ibc pcrtmacious temper c/ my unhappy cousin.” 

/ “ My lord,” said Oxford, “ whatever are or have beeii the defecte 
ray mistress, she is in distress, and almost in desolation. She ia 
sovereign, and your. Highness’s cousin not the less.” 
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Enough Raid, Sir Earl,” answered the Duke. Let us speak 
seriously. Wliatever we may think of the abdication of King Bend, 
I fear we shall find it difljcult to make Louis XI. see the matter hs 
favourably as wc do. He will hold that the county of Provence is a 
male fief, and that neither the resignation of Rene, nor the consent 
of liis daughter, can prevent its reverting to the crown of France, m 
the King of Sicily, as they call him, hath no male issue.” 

That, may it please\Vour Grace, is a question for battle to decide ; 
and your Highness lias successfully braved Louis fora less important 
stake. All I can say is, that if your Grace’s active assistance enables 
the young Earl of Richmond to succeed in his enterprise, you shall 
liave the aid of three thousand English archers, if old John of Oxfor./ 
for want of a better leader, were to bring tliem over Inmself.^ ^ 

A noble aid,” said the Duke; ** graced still more by him who 
promises to lead them. Thy succour, noble Oxford, were pncciou.« 
to me. did you but come with your sword by your side, and a single 
page at your back. 1 know you well, both heart and head. But let 
us to this gear ; exiles, even the wisest, are^ privileged in i>roinisoH, 
and sometimes — excuse me, noble Oxford — impose on themselves as 
well as on their friends. \^iat are the liopes ou which you desire 
me again (o embark on so troubled and uncertain an ocean, as these 
civil contests of ytuirs ? ” 

The Earl of Oxford produced a schedule, and expluiiied to flic 
Duke the plan of Jiis expedit^;ni, to be backed by an insurrection ot 
the friends of Lancaster, of which it is enough to say, that it w^as b(dd 
to the verge of temerity ; but yet so well compacted and put togetlu^r, 
as to bear in those times of ranid revolution, and under a leader ol 
Oxford's aiqn’oved military skill ami political sagacity, a strong ap- 
pearance of probable success. 

While Duke Charles mused over the particulars oi'an enterprise 
attractive and congenial to bis own disp<»sition, — while he etmnted 
over the allVonU Which he ]nv*l receivt'd from his brother-in-law. 
Edward IV., tlie present opportunity for taking a R%nal reveng^! 
and the rich acquisition wliitdi lie hoped to make in Provence by the 
ces.sion in his favour of Rene of Anjou and his daughter, thcEnglisli- 
rnan failed not to ]>ress on his consideration tlio urgent neces.sity of 
sufieriiig no time to escape. 

The accoinplishment of this scheme,” he said, ‘'demands the ut- 
most promptitude. To have a chance of success, I must he in Eng- 
land, with your Grace’s auxiliary forces, before Edward of York can 
return from France with his army.” 

“ And having come, hither,” said the. Duke, “our wortliy brother 
no hurry to rt tuni again. He will meet with black-eyed 
FroYicp w'omen and rub]?^ coloured French wine, and brother BlacK- 
burn is no man to leave such cVuninodities in a hurry.” 

“My Lord Duke, I will speak truth of iny enemy. Edward is in- 
dolent and luxuri^<us^wlien things are easy fw^ound him, but let him 
foci the spur of necessity, ainl he beeomeav fi.s" eager as g^pampertMl 
steed. Louis, too, who scidom fails in finding means to accomplish In 5 ^ 
cikIh, is bent upon determining the English King to recross the scut- 
Diercrore, .speed, noble Prince — speed is the soul of your enterpris^^.'' 
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Speed ! said the Duke of Burgftindy, — Wliy, I wfll go with you, 
and sec the embarkation myself ; and tried, approved soldiers you 
shall liave, such as are nowhere to found save iu Artois aiid 
JIainanIt.” 

“ But pardon yet, nob^ Duke, the impatience of a drowninif^ wretch 
ur|v*ently pressing for M^istance« — When shall we to the coast of 
Flanders, to order this important measure 7^’ 

“ Why, in a fortnight, or perchance a week, or, in a word, so soon 
as I shall have chastised to purpose a certain gang of thieves and 
robbers, who, as the scum or the caldron will always be uppermost, 
have got up into the fastnesses of the Alps, and from thence annoy 
our frontiers by contraband traffic^ pillage, and robbery.” 

“ Your Highness means the Swiss confederates ? 

Ay, the peasant churls give themselves such a name. They are 
a sort of manumitted slaves of Austria, an.d, like a ban dog, whose 
chain is If'oken, they avail themselves of their liberty to annoy and 
rend whatever comes in their way.” " 

“I travelled through their country from Italy,” said the exiled 
Earl, “ and 1 heard it was the purpose of the Cantons to send envoys 
to soj^cit peace of your Highness,” 

“Peace!” exclauned Charles — “A proper sort of peaceful pro- 
ceedings those of their embassy have been ! ^ Avedling themselves of 
a nuitiiiy of the burg'hers o^DaFerettc, tlie first garrison town which 
they entorod, they storniecfthe wallj^ seized on Archibald de Hagen- 
hach, who connnanded the jduce on iT\y' part, and put him to death 
in the market-place. Such an insmlt must be ]>iiu5shed, Sir John de 
Verc! and if you do not see me in the storm of passion which it well 
deserves, it is*^ because I have already given orders to hang up the 
base runagates who call themselves ainbiissailors/* 

“ For God’s sake, noble Duke,” said the, Englishman, throwing 
himself at Clmrles’s feet— “for your own character, for the sake of 
the peace of Christendom, revoke ^uch an order if it is really given 1 ’* 
“What nfeana this passion?” ‘-aid J>uke Charles. — “ W'^liat are 
those men’s lives to thee, excepting that the consequences of a war 
may delay your expedition for a few days ? ” 

‘'May render it altogether abortiA'c/' said the Earl; “nay, inmf 
needs do so.— Hear me, Lord Duke. I»was with these men on 
part of their jouniey.” 

“ Yoiil ” said the Duke — “you a companion of the^paltry Swis.s 
peasants? Misfortune has sunk the pride of English nobility to a 
low ebb, when you selected such associlttes! ” 

“ 1 was thrown amongst Ihem by acciden||f' said the Earl. “ ^oine 
of iheni are of noble blood, #nd are, beg^s, men for 
able intentions I ventured to constitute myself their wai raiit.” 

On luy honour, my Lord Oxford, you graced them highly, and 
mono less, in interfering between the Swiss and myself! ^ Allow me 
to say that I cGudetccnd, when, in deference %> past friendship, I 
permit y#>u to sppfik to me of your own^English aiVairs. Mctliinks 
von might well spare me your opinion upon topics with wliicli you 
have no natural concern.” ^ 

‘•My Lord of Burgundy,” re]>lied Oxforu, “ I followed your banner 
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to Paris, and had the good-luck to rescue you in the fight at Mount 
L^Hery, when you were beset by the Frenen men-at-arins— 

*‘We liave not foi’got i#,” said Duke Charles; ‘"and it is a sign 
that we keep the action in remembrance, that you have been suftered 
to stand before us so long, pleading the cause of a set of rascals, 
whom we are required ,lo spare fi’om the gallows that gi*oaua for 
them, because forsooth ^ley have been the fellow-travellers of the 
Earl of Oxford ! " 

‘'Not so, my lord. I ask their lives, only because they arc upon a 
peaceful errand, and the leaders amongst them, at least, have no ac- 
cession to the crime of which you complain.” 

The Duke traversed the apartment with unequal steps iii much 
agitation, his large eyebrows drawn down over his eyes, his hands 
clenched, and his teeth sot, until at length ho seemed to take a re- 
solution. He rung a handbell of silver, which stood upon his table. 

“ Here, Coiitay,”’ he said to the gentleman of his chamber .who 
entered, “ are these mountain fellows yet executed ? ” . 

“No, may it please your Highness; but the executioner waits 
them so soon as the priest liatli confessed them.” 

“Let Ihem live,” said the Duke. “We will hear io-moni^w in 
what manner tliey propose to justify their proceedings towards us.” 

Contay bowed and left the apartment; then turning to the Eng- 
lishman, the Duke said, with aixjndescribable mixture of haughtiness 
with familiarity and even kindness, but having his brows cleared, and 
his looks composed, — We are now clear of obligation, my Lord of 
Oxford — you have obtained life for life — nay, to luake up some 
inequality which there may be betwixt the value of the commodities 
bestowed, you have obtained six lives for one. 1 will, therefore, pay 
no more attention to you, should you again u]>braid hie Mith the 
stumbling' horse at Mont L'llery, or your pwn achievements on tluit 
occasion. Most princes arc contented with privately hating such 
men as have rendered them extraordinary services— 'Ijfoel no such 
disposition — I only detest being reminded of having Imd occasion 
for them, — Pshaw! I am half-choked ^wilh the eflbrt of foregoing 
my own fixed resolution. — So ho ! who waits there ? Bring me to 
drink.” 

. Aji usher entered, bear:i)g a large silver liagon, which, instead oi 
wine, was tilled with tisanne, sligiitlj’ fiavoured by aromatic herbs. 

“lain so' hot and choleric by nature,” said the Duke, “that our 
leeches prohibit me from drinking wine. But you, Oxford, are bound 
by no such regimen. Get thee to thy country man, Colvin, the gene- 
ral of qur artillery. commend thee to his custody and hos])i- 

talivy* wlu<:%4 must be a busy day, since 1 expect to 

receive the answer of these wiseacres of the Dijon a.s^embly of 
estates: and have also to hear (tliauks to your lordship's iuteifer- 
cnce) tliose miserable Swiss envoys, as they call themselves. Well, 
no more on't, — Gooh-neglit. You may commuttij^atc/recly W'ilh Col- 
vin, who is, like y ourself^ m old Lancaslriah. — Bat hark not a 
word respecting Provence — not even in your sleep — Contay, conduct 
this English gentleman Colvin’s tent. He knows my plcasure.ro- 
specting him.” 
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'‘So please your Grace,” answered Conia)’, I left the En^i^lish 
gentleman’s son with Monsieur de ColvinJ* 

What ! thine own son, Oxford ? And tlicc here ? Wliy did 
you not tell me of him ? Is ho a true scion of the ancient tree ? ’* 

‘‘ It is my pride to believe bo, my lord. . He has been the faithful 

♦ companion of all my dangers and wandering^.” 

llai)i)y man ! said the Duke, with a sigh. Yon, Oxford, have 
a son to share your poverty and distress — 1 have none to be partner 

* and successor to my greatness.” 

“ You have a daughter, mv lord,” said the noble De Vere, and it 
IS to be hoped she will one clay wed some powerful prince, who may 
be the stay of your Highness’s house.” 

Never ! By Saint George, never ! ’* answered the Duke, sharply 
and shortly. “1 will have no son-iiidaw, wdio may make the daugh^ 
ter s bed a stepping-stone to reach the fatlier’s crown. Oxford, I 
liave spoken more freely than I am wont, perhaps more freely tluiu 
J ought -but 1 hold some men trustworthy, and believe you, fciir 
John de Vere, to be one of them.” 

'i'iie English nobleman bow ed, and was about to leave liis jirescnce, 
but th#Duke presently recalled him. 

“There is one tiling more, Oxford — The cession of Provence is 
not quite enough. Bene and Margaret must disavow this hot-brained 
Fcrrand de Vaudeinont, whoPis makinip some foolish stu' in Lorraine, 
in right of iiis^ mollier Yolande.” 

“My lord,” said Oxford, “Perrand i.s flie grandson of King Reiic, 
Ibo nephew of tiueeii Margaret; but yet ” 

“But yet, by Saint George, his rights, as he calls them, on Lor- 
raine, iinist positively be disowned. You talk of their family feelings, 
'While you ard^urging me to make war on my own brother-in-law!” 

- “Rene’s best apology fur deserting his grandson,’^ answered Ox- 
’ford, “will be his total inability to#.sui>port and assist him. I wih 
Ivimmunicatc jfOur Grace’s condition, thougli it is a hard one.” 

So saying, he left the pavilion. 


CHAPTER XXVL 

I Ijumbly thank ytuir ISIgbiiuas ; 

And am i'ij{hb glad to catch Ibis good q«cas>k>Ji 
Mobt throughly ro ho winnow’d, whr^ius* chaff 
And corn shall fly sounder. 

muTi/ VI^ 

Colvin, the English officer, whom the Duke of Burgundy, wdtli 
splendid pay and appqintments, committed the tiharge of his artil- 
lery, was owner oT tlm tc^it assigned for the jStjglishman’s lodging, 
-fwa received the hmrl of Oxford with tlio^ respect due to his rank, 
*'i;id to the Duke's especial orders u|)on that subject, lie had been 
iimsolf a follower of the Lancaster faction,* and of course was well 
‘isposed towards oufir^Of the very few nicu of distinctioi\ whom W 
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'liad known persoiirtllj’, and who had constantly adhered to that family 
through the train of miafortnnes by which they seemed to 1)0 totally 
overwhelmed. A repast, or which his son had already partaken, was 
oflered to the Earl by Colvin, who omitted not to recommend, by 
l)recept and example, the good wine of Burgundy, from which the 
sovereign of the provin<?e was himself obliged to refrain, 

**His Grace shows command of passion in that/' said Colvin. 
‘‘For, sooth to speak, and only conversing betwixt friends, his tem- 
per grows too headlong to bear the spur which a cup of cordial 
Iieverage gives to the blood, and he, therefore, wisely restricts hira- 
to such liquid as may cool rather tlnm infiaiue his natural tire ol 
disposition." 

“ I can perceive as much/’ said the Lancastrian noble. When I 
first knew the noble Duke, who was then Earl of Charolois, his lem- 
]>er, though always sufficiently fiery, was calmness to the impetuosity 
Avhicli he now display.^ on tlie amalleat contradiction. Such is tin; 
course of an uniiiterrnpt(*d flow of prosperity. He has ascended, 
by his own courage and tlie advantage of circumstances, from the 
doubtful place of a feudatory and tributurv prince, to rank wdth the 
most powerful sovereigns in lilurope. and to assume indcjfliKlent 
majesty. But I trust the noble starts of generosity which atoned 
for his wilful and wayward temper are not more few tnaii.formerly ?" 

“ I have good right to say 4iat they Vire not,” replied the soldier 
of fortune, who uuderstood generosity in the restricted sense of 
liberality, Tiie Duke is & noble and open-handed master.” 

trust his bounty is conferred on men who are as faithful ami 
steady in their service as you, Colvin, have ever been. But 1 see a 
change in your army. I know the banners of most of the old houses 
in Burgundy — )Iow”is it that I observe so few of them the Duke’s 
Ciimp. 1 see flags, and pennons, and pexfii on cellos ; but even to me, 
whf> have been so many years at'quaiuted with the nobility both of 
France and Flanders, their bearings are unknown.” . " ^ 

“My noble lord of Oxford,” answered tlie officer, ill becomes 
a nnin wlio lives on the Duke’s pay to censure his conduct; but his 
Ilighnosa hath of late trusted too much, as it seems to me, to the 
hired arms of foreign levjes, and too little to Iiis own native subjecii 
and retainers. He holds it better to take into his pay large bands 
of Gennan^''and Italian mercenary soldiers than to repose confideid^e 
in the knirfits and squires who are bound to him hy allegiance and 
feudal faith. He uses the^aid of his own subjects l5ut as tlie nienus 
of producing* liim suiS:^ of money, wli/ch he bestows on his hired 
^Tho Qermans^re honest Ij^naves enough while reguhirjy 
paid ; kTat"j‘f’^ aven preserve me from the Duko’s Italian bands, and 
that Oainpo-Basso their leadcrfwbo waits but the highest price <o 
sell his Highness like a sheep for t!i6 sliarablesl” 

** Think you so itl of liim demanded the JJarl. 

very ill, indeed, that I believe,” replicif Q>ivin, {iliere is 
sort of treachery wliich tile heart can devise, or the arm perpetrate^ 
that hatli not ready reception in bis breast, and prompt execution 
hid hiind. It is painful, ‘my lord, for an honest Englishman like rae 
t: serve in a.n army where such traitors have'^'^mmandt But what 
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can I do, unk'sa I could once more find ine a soldier’s occupation in 
my native country? 1 often hope it wil^ please merciful Heaven 
aju’aiii to awaken those brave civil wars iti my own dear f^ng-laiub 
where all was /air fi^htingf, and treason was unheard of.” 

Lord Oxford ^ave hh^ host to understand that there was a pps- 
, Nihility jbliat his pious wish of living and dyijig’ in hia ow'n country, 
and in the practice of las profession, was not to be despaired of. 
Meautiinc ho requested of him that, early on the next morning, he 
would procure lum a pass and an escort for his son, wliom he was 
. cpnipolled to despatch rorth with to Nancy, the residence of King Bend. 

“ WJiat • ” said Colvin, ** is my young Lord of Oxford to take a 
(degree in the Court of Love? for no other business is listened to at 
King Bend’s capital, save love and poetiy.” 

“1 am not, ambitious of such distinction for him, my good host,” 
answered Oxford ; but Queen Margaret is with her father, and it is 
l>ut fitting that the youth should kiss- her hand.” * 

Enough spoken^” said the veteran Tjancastrian. “ 1 trust, though 
winter is fast approaching, the Bed Bose may bloom in si>rirjg.” 

He then ushered the Earl of Oxford to the partition of the tent 
n hicli He was to occupy, in which there was a couch for A rthur also 
— their hosi, as Colvin might be termed* assuring them that, with 
peep of da3% horses and faithful attendants sliould l>e ready to speed 
the youth on his journey to Nancy. t 
“And now, Arthur,” said iji.s father, “ we must ]>art once more. I 
(hue give thee, in this land of danger, ucTwritte]! communication to 
juy mistress, Quecu Margaret ; but say to her, that I have found the 
!>uke of Burgundy wcMuled to hia own views of interest, but tiM 
i.iverse to combine them w ith hers. Say, that I have little doubt that 
ho will grant fls the rccuiired aid, but not without the expected resig- 
siation iu his favour by uerSeif and King Ilenc^, Say, I would never 
lave recommended such a sacrifice for the precarious chance of over- 
f»irowiug the House of York, but that I am satisfied that France and 
l^irgundy arc hanging like vultures over Provence, and that the <»ne 
fir other, or both are ready, on her father’s demise, to jiounce 

0)1 HMch possessions as they have reluctantlv spared to him during iiis 
An uccsommodation with Burgundy h^^iy therefore, on the one 
insure his active co operation m the attempt on England : and, 
the other, if our higlcspirltod princess complies not wiiJi the 
Duke’s natucst, the jntstico of her cause will give no additional se- 
'jurit y to her heredhary <.*]airas (m her father’s dominions. Bid Queen 
Margaret, tbereforo, unlessske should have cl24kiged her vie\vs,obtain , 
King Rene’s formal deed oi <jpsaion, coiiV'Jing his ' 

!)uk~e of Burgundy, with her Majesty’s 4 lbnaent. TW^^Sessary 
provisions to the King and to herselifmay be filled up at her Grace’s 
pleasure, or they may be left bl&k. I cau trust to the Duke’s gen- 
erosity to their b4nng suitably arranged. All thnt X fear is, that 
'yiarles nn^ embrcvil ftimiielf' 

'/ In some silly exploit, neceasai’y for liis d^n honour and the safety 
hiB dominions,” answered a voice behind the lining of the tent 5 
* an<b by doing so, attend to his own aflfairs Acre than to ours ? Ha, 
SirEaUl” 
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At the same time the curtain was ilrawn a^iide, and a person 
entered, in whom, tlioiig^ clothed with the jerkin and bonnet of a 
private soldier of the Walloon guard, Oxford instantly recognised 
the Puke of Burgundy^s harsh features and fierce eyes, as they 
sparkled from under the fur and feather with which the cap was. 
ornamented. ^ 

Arthur, who knew not the Priuee’s person, started at the intrusion, ' 

J t j 1 \ • 1 • I • ji 




staid his hand, and he gazed with wonder ontlic solemn respect with 
which the Earl received the intrusive soldier. The first word in- 
formed liiui of tlie cause. 

**lf this masking be done in proof of my fiiitb, noble Duke, permit 
me to say it is superfluous.” 

Nay, Oxford, answered the Duke, I was a courteous spy ; for 
I ceased to play the eavesdropper at the very moment when I had 
reason to expect you w;ere about to say sometiiing to auger me.” 

“ As 1 am a true Knight, my Lord Duke, if you had remained be- 
hind the arras, you would only have heard the same truths which T 
am ready to tell in your Grace\s presence, though it may have chanced 
tliey might have been more bluntly expressed.” 

“Well, speak them theft, in whatever phrase thou Avilt^thcy lie 
in their throats th^t say Charles of Burgundy was ever ofiended by 
advice from a well-meaning friend.” ‘‘ 

“ I would then have said,^ replied tbe Englisli Earl, “ tliat all which 
Margaret of Anjou Iiad td apprehend, was that the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, when buckling on his armour to win Provence for himself, 
and to afford to^ lier his powerful assistance to assert her rights, in 
England, was likely to be withdrawn from such high objects by au 
imprudently eager desire to avenge himself of ima^iary aftrontn, 
offered to him, as he supposed, by certain confederacies of Alpine 
mountaineers, over M'hom it is wipossiblc to gain any important ad- 
vantag*e, or acquire reputation, while, on the contr£iry,.there is a ri31v 
of losing both. I'Jiese men dwell amongst rocks and deserts wliiqb 
are almost inacces^blo, and subsist in a manner so rude, that the 
poorest of your subjects would starve if subjected to such diet. Tlier 
are formed by nature to^be the garrison of the mountain fortres!«<*\ 
in wlucli she has placed them ; — for Heaven's sake meddle not with 
tliem, but iollow forth your own nobler and more important objects, j 
without stiiTing aiicst of hornets, which, once in motion, may stiniH 
you into madness.” « r 

1 he Duke had promised patience, ??ik 1 endeavoured to keep his 
wordjbut the swohi mvaples of his face, and his flashing eyes, showe^l 
^ « xl- *** supiircss Ills resentment. 

* 1 . • ^2* misinformed, my*-lord,” he said ; “ these men are not 
the inoffensive herdsmen and peasants you are pleased to suppose 
tliem. If they wqre, I might aftbrd to despise thorn. But, flushed 
with some victories cJver tlie sluggish Aujstrito^ they have shaken 
on all reverpnee for authority, assume airs of iiide'peudeiice, form- 
leagues, markc inroads, storm towns, doom and execute men of nobLe 
birth at their pleasure. ^Thou ftrt dull, and lookst as if tlioiK dost 
liot apprehend me. To rouse thy English ida^d, and make thee 
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Byiapathi.sc witli my foeling'a to tlmse mountaineers, know that these 
fewiss are very Scots to my dominiomt in their neighbourhood.; poor, 
proud, ferocious ; easily oficnded, becauscf they gain by war ; ill to 
be appeased, because they nourish deep revenge ; ever ready to seize 
the moment of advantage, aud attack a neighbour when he is engaged 
fin other affairs, llae same unquiet, perfejious, and inveterate 
enemies that the Scots are to England, are tlie Swiss to Burgundy 
and to my allies. What say you ? Can I undertake anything oTp 
cojisequence till I have crusliea the pride of such a people ? It will 
be but a few days’ work. I will grasp the mountain-hedgehog, 
pVickles and all, with my steel-gauntlet” 

Your Grace will then have shorter w'ork with them,” replied the 
(Hsguised nobleman, “ than qur English Kings have had with Scot- 
Uind. The wars there have lasted so long, and proved so bloody, 
tliat wise men regret wo ever began them.” 

Nay,” said the Duke, I will not dislionour the Scots by compar- 
ing them in all respects to these mountain-cliurls of the Cantons. 
The Scots have blood and gentry among them, and we have seen 
hiany examples of both ; these Swiss are a mere brood of peasants, 
aud the few gentlemen of birth they can boast must hide their dis- 
tinction in tno dress and manners of clowns. They will, I think, 
ficiirce stand against a charge of Hainaulters.” 

Not if the llainnulters Md groiindto ride upon. But ” 

‘‘Nay, to silence your scruples,” said the Duke, interrupting him, 
“ know, that those people encourage, by their counteiianco and aid, 
llie formation of the most dangerous conspiracies in my dominions. 
Look here — X told you that my officer, Sir Archibald do Hagenbach, 
was murdered when the town of Brisach was treacherously taken by 
tiicse harmless Switzers of yours, Aud here is a sci-ollof parchment, 
Kvhich announces that ray •servant was murdered by doom of the 
\'"ehrae-gcricht, a hand of secret as^ssins, whom I will not permit to 
f..aet in any imrt of my dominions. O, could I but catch them above 
jjjround as they arc found lurking below, they bhoiild know what the 
Wto of a nobleman is worth ! 'I’hcn, look at the insolence of their 
attestation.” 

*‘Thc scroll bo7*c. wiUi tlie ih^'and date adjected, that judgment hatl 
. \cn done on Arcliibald de llagenbach, ffir tyranny, violence, and 
|o^'i>rcssion, by order of the Holy Vehme, and that it was <^ociited by 
itlidr officials, who were responsible for the same to their trihiinal 
alone. It was coimtcrsigncd in red ink, \\ijitli the badges of the Secret 
Society, a coil of ropes and a drawn dagger. ^ 

Tills document 1 found stuck to my toileS wdtli a kiiifo,” saidthe 
/>ukc ; “ another trick by whicSi they givfljAiiystery to 

TLe^tlioTight of wliat lie had miderg'one in Jolm Mehgs’s house, and 
I reflections upon the extent and omnipresence of ^lese Secret Asso- 
[ciations, struck iVerb*ho brave Englishman •wdth an involuntary 
Utudder. . 

/ “ For the sake of every saint in Heaven,” ho said, ‘‘ forbear, my 
ford,. to speak of tliese tremendous societies, whose creatures are 
fibovc, beneath, and pwiiiul us. No man is secure of his life, however 
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guarded^ if it be sought by a nion who m carelesB of his own. Yoa 
are anrrounded by Qerma&s, Italiatis^ and other strangers— How 
many ainougfat these maybe bound by the secret ties whicn withdraw ' 
men from every other socM bond, to unite tliena together in one iu- 
eac tricable, though secret compact? Beware, noble Prince, of the 
rituation on which your throne is placed, though it still exliibits all 
the splendour of power/ and all the solidity of fouiidafioii that belongii* 
to so august a structure. I— tlie friend of thy house — ^wcre it with 
my dying breath— must needs tell thee, that the Swiss hang like an 
avalanche over thy head ; and the Secret Associations work beneath 
thee like the first throes of the coming earthquake. Provoke not 
the contest, and the snow will rest undisturbed on the uiounlain-sidc^ 
— the agitation of the subterranean vanoura will be hushed to rest ; ■ 
but a single word of defiance, or one nash of indignant scorn, may 
call tlieir terrors into instant action " 

“ You speak/^ said the Duke, “ with more awe of a prick of naked 
churls, and a hand of midnight assassins, than 1 have seen you show 
for real danger. Yet 1 will not scorn your counsel — i will liear the 
Swiss envnys ]>atient]y, and I will not, if 1 can help it, show the con- 
tem]>t with wdiicli I cannot but i-egard their pretensions to treat as 
indepeudeut stafess. On the Secret As.^ociations 1 will be silent till 
time gives me the jiicjuis of acting' in combination with the Kmneror, 
the Diet, and the Princes otfithe Empire, that they may be arivoh 
from all their burro^vs at once.— lla. Sir Earl, said 1 well ? 

*'It is well thought, my lord, but it may he iinliappilv spt»kon. 
You are in a position, where one word overheard hy a traitor, might 
produce deatli and ruin.’’ 

1 keep no traitors about me/’' said Charles. If 1 thought there 
were such in my cunip, 1 would rather die hy them at%nce, than live 
ill ])erpetual terror tiiul suspicion/’ « “ 

“ Your JliglinessVs luicient foliowers :ind sorvanls/’ said the Earl. 

“ speak uni'avourably of iho Count of Campo-B:isso,»,who holds 
high H rank in your conlidence.” ^ 

“Ay,” replied the Duke, viili composure, “it is easy to decry t* 
most liiithful servant in a court })v tlic uniinirnoiis hatred of all 
others. I warrant me your bull-headed countryman, Colvin, 
been railing against the Count like the rest of them, for Camj>o-J 
Basso Fcesruotlung amiss in any department, but lie reports it riuf 
without fear or favour. And tlien his opinions are cast so much in^ 
the same mould with my oivii, that 1 cmi liardly get him to enlarge' 


“ Hie very materials out of which h favourite is formed/’ answered 
the Earl of Oxford, “hut something less adai^ted for makin<»* a faith- 
ful counftellor.” 

“ Ayiiy, thou mistrusMu!i lool," sanl tlio iiuke, must 1 tell thee ifiKi 
very inmost secret respecting this man, Cumpo-Basso, and will nq ‘ 
thing short of it stay these itnagiruiry suspicions which tliv ju \v4rjuh* 
gy :in itinerant merchant hath led thee to rashlv ? ’ 


upon wiiai,ne oesi un^rsiaiius, ir n s<jems in any resiiect ditiVreiil 
timenta. \(ld to tliis, a noble iierson, grace, gaiety, skill 
m of war^^snd in the*courtiy arts of peace— Rucli i^^ 

Oampo-Basso : and being sucluts he not a gem for a nrince’s ' 
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“ If your Highness honours me with your confidence,” said the Earl 
of Oxford, ‘^1 can only say that my fidelity shall deserve it.” 

Know then, thou misbelieviDg mortal, that my good friend and 
brother, Louis of France, sent me private information, through no 
less a person thaa his famous barber, Oliver le Diablc, that Campo- 
Basso had for a certain sum offered to put iny person into his bauds, 
alive or dead. — ^YoU start ? ” 

“I do indeed — ^recollecting your Highnesses practice of riding out 
lightly armed, and with a very snuJl attendance, to reconnoitre the 
ground and visit the outposts, and therefore how easily such a li ea- 
cherous device might be carried into execution.” 

, Pshaw 1 ” answered the Duke.—** T|iou seost the danger Us if it 
were real, whereas nothing can be more certain than iliat, if iny 
cousin of France had ever received-such an offer, lie would have beoli 
the last person to have put me on iny guard against the attempt. No 
— bo knows the value I set on Campo- Basso’s services, and forged the 
accusation to deprive me of them.” 

“And yet, my lord,” replied the English Karl, “your Ilighnos:;, 
by my counsel, will not unnecessarily or impatiently fling aside yonr 
armour of proof, or ride without the escort of some score of ycnir 
trusty Walloons.” 

“Tusli, uian, thou wouldst make a carbonado of u fovcr-stirred 
wretch like myself, bctw^ci the bright iron and the burning snu. 
But 1 will he cautious though 1 jes Anus— and you, young man, may 
assure my cousin, Margaret of Aniou,J.liat I will consider her affairs 
aa my own. Ami reinembei’, youtn,.that the secrets of princes are 
fatal gifts, if he to whom they are imparted blaze them abroad ; hut 
if duly treasured u]), they enrich the bearer. And thou shalt have 
cause to so, if thou canst bring back with thee from Aix the deed 
of resignation, of which uhv father hath spoken. — Grood-night— good- 
night!” 

He left the apartment. 

*‘You hSve juat seen,” said the Earl of Oxford, to his son. “a 
sketch of this extraordinary prince, by his own pencil. It is ciuy to 
excite his ambition or thirst of power, but wcil-nigli impossible to 
limit him to the ja.st measures by which it is most likely to be grati- 
fied. Uki is ever like the young archer^startled from liis mark Ijj- 
«some swallow ci’ossing Ihs eye, even careless as he draw's the string. 
Now irregularly and offensively suspicious — ^now imvefervedly lavish 
of his confidence — not long since the enemy of the line of Lancaster, 
and the ally of her deadly foe — now Its last and only stay ami 
God mend all!-* It is a weary thing to look the game and see liow 
it might be 'won, w'fiile W'e aae debarre^y the caprice 
the power of ]daying it aceordiii^o ofir Wn skiIh^*S^i 8 w 4 pucliinus! 
depend on the decision of Di^ke Uliarles upon the morro\v, and liow 
little do I possess the power of influencing him, either for his oivu 
safely or our.md^^ftitagc ! Good-night, my %on, and let us trust’ 
events Him who ak«ie cau control 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

My 1)lood hath been too cold and tempeHtJe, 

Unapt to stir at theae indignities. 

And you Tjito found me ; for, accordingly. 

You tread upon my patience. 

Menry IV, 

The dawn of morning: roused the banished Earl of Oxford and his 
son, and its ligrhts were scarce abroad on the eastern heaven,' ere ' 
their host, Colvin, entered with an attendant, bearing some bundles,, 
which he placed on the floor of the tent, and instantly retired. The 
oflicer of the Duke's ordnance then announced, that he came with a 
message from the Duke of Burgundy. 

Hia Iligliuess,'' ho said, "has sent four stout yeomen, with a com- 
mission of credence to my young master of Oxford, -and an ample 
purse of gold, to furnish his expenses to Aix, and while his afiTuirs 
may detain him there. Also a tetter of credence to King Rend, to 
insure liis reception, and two ^uits of honour for his use, as for an 
English gentleman, desirous to witness the festive solemnities of 
Provence, and in wdiose safety the Duke deigrxis to take deep interest. 
II is farther affairs there, if he hath any, h},«j Highness recommends to 
liim to manage with prudence aSld socresy. His Highness hath also 
sent a couple of horses for hi^ use, — one an ambling jennet for the 
road, and another a strong barbed horse of Flanders, in case ho hath 
aught to do. It will be fitting that my young master change his dross, 
and assume attire more near his proper rank. His attendants know 
the road, and have power, in case of need, to summon, in^jbhe Duke*"® 
name, assistance from all faitliful Burgundians. I have but to add, 
the sooner the young gentleman sets forward, it will be the better 
sign of a successful journey.” 

1 am ready to mount the instant that 1 have changed my dress ” 
said Arthur. 

“ And I,” said hia father, "have no wisli to detain him on the ser- 
vice in wliicli he is now employed. Neither he nor 1 will saj more 
than (led be with you. How and where we are to meet again, wlio 
dim tell ? ” 

"I believe/'* said Colvin, "that must rest on the motions of the 
Duke, which, perchance, arc not yet determined upon; but hia High- 
ness depends upon your remaining with him, iny noble lord, till the 
aflairs of which you com^to treat maj^ be <inore full}" decided. Some- 
thingb*4Jjyg^for yonr lordship’s private ear when your son hath 
parted on,ms^?*vney.” 

While Colvin w’as thus iatking'witb his father, Arthur, who was 
not above half-dressed wdien he entered the tent^ bad availed himself 
of an obscure cornerj iii^which he exchanged thC^plain garb belong- 
ing to his suppposod condition as amcrclmnt, for sjicli a riik-ng suit 
as became a young man of some quality attached to tlie Coiii*t of 
Burgundy. It was not without a natural sensation of pleasure that 
the youth rosnmed an appafel suitable to his birtli, and which no ofie 
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was personally move fitted to become ; but it was with much deeper 
feelings that be hastily, and as secretly as possible, flun^ round his 
neck, and concealed under the collar ayd folds of his ornamented 
doublet, a small thin chain of ffold, curiously linked in what was 
called Morisco work* This was the contents of the parcel which 
Anne of Oeierstein had indulg:ed his feelii^s, and perhaps her own, 
by putting into his hands as they parted^ The chain was secured by 
a slig:bt plate of goldt on which a bodkin, or a point of a knife, had 
traced on the one side, in distinct though ligfht characters. Adieu 
FOR BVKn I while, on tlie reverse, there was much more obscurely 
"traced, the word Remember !— A. von G. 

^ All who may read this are, liave been, or will be, lovers ; and there 
is none, therefore, who, may not be able to comprehend why this 
token was carefully suspended around Arthur’s neck, so that the in- 
ficripUon ini^ht rest on the reg^ion of his heart, without the iiiter- 
ruptibii of any substance which could prevent the pledge from being 
jigitated by every throb of that busy organ. 

This being hastily insured, a few minutes completed tlio^ rest of 
his toilet ; and he kneeled before his father to ask his blessing, and 
his further commands for Aix. 

Ills father blessed him almost inarticulately, and then said, whh 
recovered firmness, that lie was already possessed of all the know- 
ledge necessary for success on his misisioii, 

“ When you can bring me the' demls wanted,’’ he wliispered, with 
more finpness, you wilji find me near llie person of the Duke of 
Burgundy.” * 

liiey went forth of the tent in silence, and found before it the 
four Burgundian yeomen, tall and active-looking men, ready mounted 
themselves, and holding two saddled horses — the one accoutred for 
war, the oiner, a spirited jennet, for the purposes of the iourhey. 
One of them led a sumpter-horse, on winch Colvin informed Arthur 
Jie would find the change of habit necessary when ho .should arrive 
at Aix; and*{it the same time delivered to him a heavy i>iirscof gold. 

*• Thiebault,” he continued, pointing out the eldest of the atten- 
dant troopers, may be trustfed — I will be warrant for his sagacity 
and fidelity. The other tlirc<5 arc picked men, who will not fear 
their skin- catting.” , 

Arthur vaulted into the saddle with a sensation of pleasure, whiofc 
Svas natural to a young cavalier who had not for many^nonths felt a 
spirited horse hencaih him. The lively jennet reared with im- 
]iiaiicncc. Arthur, sitting firm on hia«ent, as if he had been a ]>art 
the animal, only said, “Ere we are long acquainted, thy spirit, 
my fair roan, will be soraetlyng more tamed.” 

“ One word more, my son,” said irfs father, iiMjKi-*^inspered in 
Arthur’s ear, as he stooped from tile saddle; “ if y<»u receive a letter 
from me^ do iiut think yourself fUJly acquainted with the contents till 
the paper has l^fj^en Jield opposite to a hot fire.’i 
Arthur bowfeu, rflid motioned to the elder^roopcr to lead the way, 
when all, giving rein to their horsc.s rode otf through the encain]^ 
ment at a round pace, the young leader signing an adieu to his 
father and Colvin. . ^ 
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The Efirl stood like a man in a dream, following^ his ^n wiih his 
eyes, in a kind of rererie, whidi was only broken whsn Ctolvin said, 
" I marvel not, mv lord, fhat you are anxious about luy youni^ 
master ; he is a gsdlaut youth, well worth a father’s earing for, and 
the times we live in axe noth raaisc and bloody." , 

God and St Mary \}e my witness," said &e Earl, " that if I 
grieve, it is not for my own house only ; — if I ntn anxious, it is not 
mr the sake of my own sou alone ; out it is hard to risk a last 
stake in a case so perilous. — ^What commands brought you from the 
Duke ? " V 

“His Clrace," said Colvin, ‘‘will get on horseback after he has 
breakfasted. He sends you some garments, wliich, if not fitting 
your quality, are yet nearer tp suitable apparel than those you now 
wear, and he desires that, observing your incognito as an English 
merchant of eminence, you will join him in his cavalcade to Dijon, 
where lie is to receive the answer of the Estates of Burgundy con- 
cerning matters -submitted to their consideration, and theri^aftcr 
give public audience to the Deputies from Switz^erland. His 
ness has charged me with the care of finding you suitable acconmioda- 
tioii during the ceremonies of the day, which, be thinks, you will, as 
a straiigei’, be pleased to look upon. But he nrobably told 3 o\i all 
this himself, for 1 think you saw him last night in disguise- • Nay, 
look as strange as you will— the Duke i^ays that trick too often to 
be able to do it w*itli secresy; the very hoi-se-boys know him while 
he traverses the tents of tlie comiitqn soldier}^ and sutler women 
give him the name of the spied spy. If it ivere only holiest Harry 
(.’nlvin who knew this, it should not cross ids lips. But it is prac- 
tised too openly, and too widely known. Come, noble lord, though 
1 must^each my tongue to forego that courtesy, will yt^i along to 
brenkfiist ^ , 

The lueal, according so the practice of the time, was a solemn and 
solid one; and a favoured ofiicer 6 f the Great Duke of Burgundy 
lacked no means, it be believed, of rendering due hiVspituTity to 
a guest liaving claims of such high respect. But ere the brenkriist 
was over a clamorous flourish of trumpets announced that the Duke, 
with his attendants and retinue, were sounding to hoi*Be. PhiJipson, 
.ag^he was still called, was, in the name of the Duke, presented with 
a stately charger, and with his host mingled in the splendid assembly 
wdiich bc^au ' 1.0 gather in front Pf the Duke’s pavilion. In a few 
minutes flie Prince himself issued forth, in the superb dress of the 
Order of the Golden Fleece, oY wliich bis fatlici* Philip had been flic 
founder, and Charles was himself the patron and sovereign. Several 
of w ere dressed in the same magnificent robes, and, 

witli theircftdlWbbrs and att^^tlan^s, displayed so inucli wealth and 
splendour of appearance as to warr.av4i the comino?! saying, tliai 
the Duke of Burgundy maintained.^the most niagnifice^t court in 
Christendom. Tiic cMicfirs of his hoiis^^Id attSi^det^jn Cheir order, 
together wdth heralds ‘and pursuivants, the "grotesque ricitoeas of 
whose habits had a singular effect among those of the Jiiglj clergy 
in their albes and dalmatiquos, and of the Knights nnd crown vasKnJs 
who w ore arrayed in armour. Among these iastjwho were variou::1v 
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e<j[uipped, according to the different character of their Hervice, rode 
Oxford^ but in o peaceflil habits neither so plain as to be out of place 
amongst sucii splendour, nor so rich ae to draw on him a sxiocial or 
imilicular degree of attention. He rode by the side of Colvin, hw 
tall muscular figure and deep-maiked features forming a strong 
eotiirast to the rough, almost ignoble, ca<yi of countenance and stout 
tliick set form of the less distinguished soldier of fortune. 

U.inged into a solemn procession, the rear of which was closed by 
a guanl of two liuiidrod picked arquebusiers (a description of sol- 
{lier** \^rIio were just then coining into notice), and as many mounred 
men at-nrms, the Duke and his retinue, leaving the barnors of the 
<^amp, directed their march to the town, or rather city, of Dijon, in 
those days the capital of all Burgundy. 

It was a town well secured with walls and ditches, which Iasi wore 
filled by riuaiis of a srinill river, named Donsoho, which combines 
its waters tor that purpO'iC with a torrent called Snson. Four ites, 
wilh iippi 01)1 nte btirhican j, outworks, and dm wbridges, eoi re->po»)ded 
nearly to the cardinal points of the compass, and gave adinw-'ion to 
the cit’v. "riiL number of lowers, which sfood liigh abovt* it> walK, 
and d< fended them at difibrent nnylc'^, wa» thiity 1 hi oo; and i*»o 
walN tlienucl^cs, which exceeded in most places the height of tlnif'v 
feet, wen limit of stones hewn audsqiiarea, and were of irreat I luck 
nesH. This ^-lately cit^was surjounded on the outside with hill 
cohered wdh vineyanis, while from within its walls rG^e the towei 
of 111.013 noble buildiiii;-., bolh public and ornate, as w(dl a- 
stecj/les of inngnifui 1 1 i Imrches, and of well-endowed convents* at- 
tc\**fin£i the wo.dib iind demotion of the House of Biirgund}. 

bei» the h of the Duke s piocession had hiiunnoued the 

huri^h. r*'U ud id the ^4 ife of St Isichola-^, the drawbridge fell, tin 
portcnlln lose, tin pv*apl* shouted Jo.you^ly, the windows were hnn:» 
with tape’-ti3, .lud a^, in ihe |nuUt of Ini' lOlinue, Cbailcrt himself 
ciinie luUn^’ on a unlk-wlnte .‘‘tied, attended onl3 by page's under 
fouirecn jeai* old, with each a nided partisan in hi^ hai'd, the ac- 
elnnatioii^ wiih whicii b<‘wa", M^eeived on all i^ide^ showed that, if 
«ome netimces of nn^nih* had uiimnished his popularity, enough of 
if leinained to iendcr Ins reception into his caintal decorous ut least, 
if not enthu‘-iafatie. It i):. probable thfit the veneration attachc^l to 
hi* father’s niemorv couiitei acted for a long lime the lujltn oiiniblo 
elieet which '.ome of hi^ own actions v\ere calculatAl to pioduco on 
the public mind. ^ 

Tlie procession halted before a large Gothic building in the centre 
ol Dijon, 'rill', wad thftn culled Matson du Dm*, as after the union 
of Burgundy with France, it was tenned Maivn* The 

Maiie of Jlijon attended on the 4>tem before this “ lace, •le^'oinpanied 
1)3 be otilcia'l hi etlircn, iiiut^eacorted by a hundred able bodieti citi/eiw, 
in blcwk vehtH cb^ik-', bearing half pikes in Jbeii Lauds The Maire 
kneeled to 4 ^iSh*lbe si In up of the Duk<a and ut the inornenl when 
Ciiarfe*- descended (foin hia horse every bdi in the cit3 commenced 
HO tlnuideriiig a peal that they might almost have awakened the 
dead who slept Lii the vicinity of th^ steeples, which rocked with 
Ibt if tdanwor^ ‘^''adMV the influence of this amning ])enl of welcoun 
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Ailc Duke entered Ihe ^reat Imll of the building^f nt the upper end of 
■which were erected a throne for the sorerei^n, seats for his more 
distinguished officers of state and hig^her vassaJis, with benches be- 
hind for persons of less note. On one of theses but in a spot from 
which lie might possess a commanding view of the whole assembly, 
as well as of tlieDuke himself, Colvin placed the ivoble Englishman ; 
and Charles, whose quick stern eye glanced rapidly over tlie party 
when tliey were seated, seemed, by a nod so slight as to bo almost 
imperceptible to those around him, to give his approbation of the 
aiTangement adopted. 

When the Duke and his assistants were seated and in order, the 
Maire, again apjproaching, in the most humble, manner, and kneeling 
on the lowest step of the ducal throne,, reqneBli^ to know If liis Higlir 
ness’s leisure permitted him to heivr the iiihabitants of his capital 
express tlieir devoted zeal to his person, and to accept the benevo- 
lence which, in the shape of a silver cup filled with gold pieces, he 
^liad the distinguished honour to place before his feet, in name of 
the cit izens and community of Dijon. 

Charles, who at no time affected much courtesy, answered briefly 
and bluntly, With a voice which was naturally harsh and dissonant, 
“All things in their order, good Master Mairc. Let us first hear 
wliat the estates of Burgundy have to say to us; we will then listen 
to the burghers of Dyon.” v 

I’lic Maire rose and retired, bearing in his hand the silver cup, 
and exporioncing probably sonxc vexation, as well aa surprise, that 
1(6 contents had not secured an instant and gracious acceptance. 

“ I expected,” said Duke Charles, to have met at tins hour aiul 
place our Estates of the duchy of Burgundy, or a deputation of them, 
with an answer to our message conveyed to them three days since 
by our chancellor. Is there no one here on their part ? ” 

The Mairc, as none else made any attempt to answer, said that 
the iiiemhcr.s of the Instates had been in close deliberation the 
whole of that morning, and doubtless would instantly W’ait upon liis 
Highness, wlien they heard that he had honoured the town with his 
jiresence. 

** Go, Toison d’Or,” said the Duke to the herald of the Order of 
the ^Golden Fleece,^ ** hear these gentlemen the tidings that wc 
djBsire to know the end of their delibei'ations ; atid that neiUier in 
courtesy nor in jroyalty can tliev expect us to wait long. Be round 
with them. Sir Herald, or we sh^l he as round with you.” 

While the lierald was absent on his mission, we may remind our 
readers tliat in all feudalised countries (thatls to say, in almost all 
ICurope (kttkoESihe middle ages), an ardent* spirit of liberty pervaded 
the constitiifiioiTjStsid the onl^^auljfi that could be found was that 
tlie privileges and freedom for winch tl:? great vassals contended 
did not sufficiently descend to the Jov/er orders of^society, or extend 
])rotcction to those whd most likely to need Tjie two first 
rallies in the state, the nobles and clergy, enjoyed high and impor- 
tant privileges, and even the third estate, or citizens, had tliis im* 

i 

1 Tlie ciut'f orJer of Imighlbood $n t!»e fflate of Ilwsgiiiiily, 
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m unity, iii ueculiar^ that iio new duties, customs, or taxes of any 
kind, could oe exacted fSrom , theta save by their own consent. 

The memory of Duke Phifip, tho father of Charles, was dear lo 
the Burgundians; for during twenty years that sage prince had 
maintained Iiis rank amongst the sovereims of Europe with much 
dignity, and had accumulated treasure witJiout exacting or receiving 
any great increase of supplies from the rich countries which he 
governed. But the extravagant schemes and immoderate expense 
of Duke Charles had already excited the suspicion of his Estates ; . 
and the mutual good-will betwixt the prince, and people began to 
be exchanged for suspicion and distrust on the one side and deiiance 
on the other. The refractory disposition of the Estates had of late 
increased: for they luid disapproved of various wars in which their 
Duke had needlessly embayed, and from his levying such large 
bodies of mercenary troops, they came to suspect ho might hnally 
employ the wealth voted to him by his Buljects, for the undue ex- 
tension of his royal prerogative, and the destruction of the liberties 
of the peoide. 

At the same time the Duke^s uniform success in enterpi-ises which 
appeared desperate as well as difficult, esteem for the frankness and 
openness of liis character, and dread of the obstinacy and iieadstrong 
tcndencY of a temper which could seldom bear persuasion, and never 
endurerf opposition, stilh threw awe and terror around the throne, 
which was materially aided by the attachment of the common people 
to the person of the present Duke mid to the memory of his rather. 
It had been understood that upon the present occasion there was 
strong opposition amongst the Estates to the system of taxation 
proposed on the part of the Duke, and the issue was expected with • 
considerable anxiety by the Duke's counsellors, and with fretful im- 
liatiencc by the sovereign himself. 

After a. space of about ten xiynutes bad elapsed, llic Cljanccllov of 
BurguiK^, who was Archbishop of Vienne and a prelate of higJi 
rank, entered the hall with his train ; and passing behind the ducal 
throne to 0CGup3' one of the most distinguished places in the as- 
sembly, he sto|med for a moment to urge his master to receive the 
answer of his Estates in a private manner, giving him at the same 
time to understand that the result of tfie deliberations had been b^’ 
no means satisfactoi^. ^ 

“ By Saint George of Burgundy, my Lord Archbffehop," answered 
the Duke, sternly and aloud, " we arc not a prince of a mind so 
paltry that we need to aliun the mo'bdy looks of a discontented and 
insolent faction, ^If tliie Estates of Burgundy scud a disobedient 
and disloyal answer to our paternal message, let tbeie ,>d^.UYer it iu 
open couili, that the assembled neojife may learil^iioiv decide be- 
tween their Duke and thoae petty yet intriguing spirits, who would 
interfere with oujl authority/^ 

The chan^^Ucu’ Dowed gravely and tool^ lift seat ; while the Eng- 
ysliEail observed that most of thc^ members of the assembly, ex- 
cepting such as in doing so could 'not escape tlie Duke's notice, 
passed some observations to their iiQighbours, which were received 
with half-expressed nod, shrug, or snake of the head, as men treat 
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a pro}u>sal upon which it is ^an^erous to decide. At the same 
time, Toison d’Or, who aoted aa master of the ceremonies, intro- 
duce into the hall a comniiUee of the Estates, consisting of twelve 
members, four from*each branch of the Estates, announced as em- 
powered to deliver the answer of that assembiy to the Duke of 
Biira-undy. ^ 

When the deputation entered the hall, Cimrles arose from his 
throne, according: to ancient custom, and taking* from his head Ills 
bonnet, charg*ed with a huge phimo of feathers, “Health and wel- 
come,” he said, “ to my good subjcctts of the Estates of Burgundy ! ” 
All the numerous train of courtiers rose and uncovez’ed their heads 
with the same ceremony. The members of the states then dropped 
on one knee, the four ecclesiastics, among w*hom Oxford recognJse<l 
the Black Priest of St Paul’s, approaching nearest to the Duke’s 
person, the nobles kneeling behind them, and the burgcsacs in the 
rear of the whole. 

“Noble Duke,” said the Priest of St Paul’s, “will it best please 
you to hear the answer of yonr good and loyal Estates of Burgundy 
% the voice of one member speaking for the whole, or by throe per- 
sons, each delivering the sense of the body to which he belongs ? ” 

•• As you will,” said tiie Duke of Burgundy. 

“ A priest, a noble, and a free burgher,”, said the churchman, still 
on one knee, “ will address your Highness in succession. For though; 
blessed be the God who leads brethren to dwell together in unify I 
we are agreed in the general ajnswer, yet eacli body of the Estates 
nirtv have special and separate reasons to allege for the common 
opinion.” 

• “ W^e will hear you separately,” said Duke Charles, casting his hat 

u]>ou his head, and throwing hiinsclf carelessly back intmias seat 
At the same time, all who were of noble bloo^.l,'^ >vhether in the com- 
mittee or amongst the spectators, vopched their rigid to be peers of 
their sovereign by assuming their bonnets ; and a cloud of waving 
plumes at once added grace and dignity to the assembly. 

When the Duke resumed his seat, the deputation arose from llioir 
knees, and tlie Black I’riest of St Paul s, again stepping forth, 
addressed him in these words : — 

' “My l..ord Duke, your loyal and fairJiful clergy have considered 
your Highness’s proposal to lay a talliage on your people, in order 
to make war oiflhe Confederate Cantons in thb country of the Alps. 
The yuarrel, my liege lord, seems to y<jur clergy an unjust an<l op- 
pressive one on your Highness’s part: nor can they liope that God 
will bless those who r.nn in it. They are# therefore compelled to 
reject your F vj>^iness’s proposal.” «i • 

The Dukig^’s lowered glodhiily.on the deliverer of this unpala- 
table in(?s3age. lie shook Ins head one of those stern and 

menacing looks wdiich the liarsli composition f f liist/eatures rendered 
tliem peculiarly oualifieil tQ express. “Yon have spoketl^Sir Priest,” 
was the only reply which he deigned to make. 

One of the four nobles, the Sire deMyrebeau, then expressed him- 
fielf fhin>- - 

“Yt !tr J{ighnc: s has asked of your faithful nobles jto consent to^ 
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Dew imposts and exactions, to he levied tbrougfli Burgundy, for the 
raising' of additional bands of hired soldiers for the maintenance of 
tlH^ (piarrcls of the state. My lord, thokswords of the Burgundian 
nobles, knights, and gentlemen, have been ever at your Highness*^ 
command, as those oi our ancestors have been readily wielded for 
your predecessors. In vour Highness’s ju#t quarrel we will go far- 
ther, and fight firmer, than any hired fellows who can be procured, 
whether from France, or Germany, or Italy. We will not give our 
consent that the people should be taxed for paying mercenaries to 
rdiscJjarge that military duty which it is alike our pride and our ex- 
clusive privilege to reirder.” 

> “ You have spoken, Hire de Myrebcau,” were again the only words 
of the Duke’s reply. He uttered them slowly and with deliberation, 
as if afraid lest some phrase of imprudent violence should escape 
along with what he purposed to say. Oxford thought he cast a 
glance towards him before he spoke, as if the consciousness of his 
l)resence was some additional restraint on his passion. “Now Hea- 
ven grant^” he said to himself, ** that this opposition may work its 
proper effect, and induce the Duke to renounce an imprudent at- 
loivpt, so hazardous and so unnecessary! ” 

Wluie he muttered these thoughts, the Duke made a sign to one 
( [' the Hat, or commons, to speak in his turn. The person who 
^’beyed the signal was Maftin Block, a wealthy butcher and grazieJ 
of Dijou. His words were these: — ‘Noble Prince, our fathers wera 
ilio diUiful subjects of your predecessors; we are the same to you; 
om* chiUlren will be alike the liegemen of your successors. But 
touching tlie request your chancellor has made to us, it is such as 
(mr ancestors never complied witli; such as we are determined to 
refuse, ami such as will never be conceded by the Estates of ifur- 
guiidy, to any ]>nnc*e wkataoo’er, even to the end of time.” 

Oharles bad boj'ue with iiiipafjent silence the speeches of tlie two 
'former or^jlors, but tJiis blunt and hardy reply of tlie third Estate 
excit^'d him beyond what his nature coula endiire. Ife gave way to 
the impetuosity of his disposition, stamped on the floor till the throne 
shook, and the high vault rung over their heads, and overwhelmed 
tlvi bold burgher with reproaches- “ Beast of burden,” he said, “am 
1 fo be stunned with thy braying, too? •The nobles may claim leave 
to speak, for tliey can fight; the clergy may use their tonguos, Tor 
it is their trade ; hut thou, that hast never shed bltafli, save tiiat of 
bullocks, less stupid than thou art tjiyself— must thou and thy herd 
come hither, ^>rivileged, forsooth, to bellow at a prince’s footstool? 
Know, brute as thou art, that steers are never introduced into 
temi>les but to be sacrifi^d, or butchers and niecharics brought 
before their sovereign, save tha^ th^" may have We hoiipur to sup- 
j)1y tlie public wants from their own swelling hoards ! ” 

*A murmur of cl^pleasure, which even the terror of tlie Duke’s 
wrath could •rfot cepress, rau through tliu,aunience at these words ; 
and the burghef of Dijon, a sturdy pleljeian, replied, with little rever- 
ence, ** Our purses, my Lord Duke, are our own— we will not nut 

the strings of tliem into your Higlmess’s^hands, unless we are satisfied 
with the purposes to which the money is to be applied; and we know 
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well bow toprotect our persons and our lyoods ag^ainst foreJgii ruffians 
and plunderers." If 

Obarles was on the poini of ordering the deputy to be arrested, 
when, having cast his eye towards the Earl of Oxford, whose presence, 
ill despite of himself, imposed a certain degree of restraint upon him, 
he exchanged that x>iec€^.of imprudence for another. 

I see," he said, addressing the committee of Estates, that you 
are all leagued to disanpoint my purposes, and doubtless to deprive 
me of all the power oi a sovereign, save that of wearing a coronet, 
and being served on the knee like a second Charles the Simple, whilo 
the Estates of my kingdom divide the power among tliem. Kut you 
Bball know that you have to do witli Cliarles of Burgundy, a mince,, 
who, though he has deigned to consult you, is fully able to figdit battles 
without the aid of his nobles, since they refuse him the assistance of 
their swords — to defray the expense without the help of his sordid 
burghers— and, it may be, to find out a path to heaven without the 
assistance of an ungrateful priesthood. 1 will show all tliat are here 
present, how little ray mind is afiected, or ray purjiose changed, by 
your seditious r^ly to the message with winch 1 honoured you. — 
Here, Toison d’Or, admit into our presence these men froui the 
confederated towns and cantous, as they call themselves, of ISwitzer- 
laiiid." 

Oxford, and all who really i.nterested^ihemsclves in the Duke’s 
w'elfaro, heard, with the utmost' apprehension, his resolution to give 
an audience to the Swiss Envoys, prepossessed as ho was against 
them, and in the moment when liis mood was chafed to the uttermost 
by the refusal of the Estates to grant him supplies. They were aware 
that obstacles opposed to the current of his passion, m ore like rocks 
in the bed of a rivei’, wliose course they cannot interrupt^* while they 

S revoke it to rage and foam. All were sensible that the die was cast, 
ut none who were not endowed with more than mortal prescience;^ 
could have imagined how deep was the pledge which depended upon 
it. Oxford, in narticular, conceived that the execution of his plan of 
a descent upon England, was the principal point compromised by the 
Duke in his rash obsthiacy ; but he suspected not — he dreamed not 
of supposing — that the Jife of Charles himself, and the iudepcndeiicc 
of Burgundy as a separate kingdom, hung quivering in the same 
sdilcs. 


CHAPTEU XXVIIL 

Why, *tisa boisterous and ftr’icl style, 

A style for cIiallenKors. W'liy, slie defies U8, 

Like to Cbristkiii. ^ 

^ As Zike Ti. 

The doors of the liall were now oper>ed to the Swiss Deputies, who 
for the preceding hour had been kept in attendance on the outside 
of the building, without receiving the slightest of tj^ose attentions, 
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wliicli among* civiliaed nations are universally paid to the representa- 
tives of a foreign state. Indeed, their vei*^'' appearance, dressed in 
coarse grey frocks, like mountain liuntew or shepherds, in the midst 
of an assembly blazing with divers-coloured garments, gold and silver 
lace, embroidery, and precious stones, served to confirm the idea that 
they could only have come hither in the capacity of the most humble 
petitioners. 

Oxford, however, who watched closely the deportment of Ins late 
fellow-travellers, failed not to observe that they retained each in his 
^own person the character of firmness and indifference which formerly 
distinguished them, liudolph Donnerhugel preserved Ms bold and 
Xbaiighty look ; the Banneret, the military indifference which made 
him look with apparent apathy on all around him ; tlic burgher of 
Soleure was as formal and important as ever ; nor did an}^ of the 
three sliow themselves affected in the slightest degree by the splen- 
dour of the scene around them, or embarrassed by the consideration 
of their own comparative inferiority of appointments. But the noble 
Laiidamniaii, on whom Oxford chiefly bent his attention, seemed 
overwliclmed with a sense of the precarious state in which his country 
was placed ; fearing from the ruae and unhonoured manner in wixich 
they were received, that war was unavoidable, while, at the same time, 
like a good patriot, he mourned over the consequences of ruin, to the 
freedom of ais country by^efeat, o%injury to her simplicity and vir- 
tuous indifTereuce of wealth, by the introduction of foreign luxuries 
and the evils attending on conquest. • 

Well acquainted with the opinions of Aniold Biederman, Oxford 
could easily explain his sadness, while his comrade Bonstetten, less 
capable of coraiirehending his friend’s feelings, looked at him with 
the expresaaon which may be seen in the countenance of a faithful 
dog. when the creature indicates sympathy with his master’s melan- 
choly, though unable to ascertain«or appreciate its cause. A look of 
' %Qnder now and then glided around the splendid assembly on the 
part of all the forlorn group, excepting Donnerhugel and the Landam- 
nian ; for the indomitable pride of the one, and the steady patriotism 
of the other, could not for even an instant be diverted by external 
i objects from their own deep and stern reflections. 

After a silence of nearly five^ miuutes/the Duke spoke, with the 
ojiaughty and harsh manner which he might imagine belonged to his 
Ijhice, and which certainly expressed his character. * 

‘‘ Men of Berne, of Seliwitz, or of \jliatever hamlet and wilderness 
you may represent, know that wc had not honoured you, rebels as 
you arc to the dominion of your lawful superiors, with an audience 
in our own presence, but nor the intercession ofa well-esteemed 
friend, wlio has sojourned amon^ ydhr mouiitaiiis^ and %hom you 
may know by the name of Hiilipsou, an Englishman, following the 
trade of a merchant* and charged with certain valuable matters of 
, traffic to our «(Turt» To his intercession have so far given way, 
that instead of cromma*liding you, accoi:4ing to your demerits, to the 
gibbet and the wheel in the Place de Morimont^ we have conde- 
scended to receive you into our own presence, sitting in our cour 
pl^nicre fio hcjg: from you such submission as you can offer for your 
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oiitragr^ous storm of our town of I^a Ferette, the slaughter of many 
of our deliberate murder of the noble knig^ht, 

Archibald of lla<»:enbach, isxecuted in your presence, and by your 
countenance and device. Speak — if you can say an^^ht in defence 
of your felony and treason, either to deprecate just punishment, or 
crave undeserved mercyv” ^ 

The Landammau seemed about t5 answer ; but Rudolph Donner- 
liUffcl, with his characteristic boldness and hardihood, took the task 
of reply on himself. He confronted the proud Duke with au eye 
unappallcd, and a countenance as stern as his own. 

“ We came not here,” he said, ** to compromise our own honour, 
or the dignity of the free people whom we represent, by pleadin^C 
guilty in their name, or our own, to crimes of which we are inno- 
cent. And when you term us rebels, you must remember, that a 
long train of victories, whose history is written in the noblest blood 
of Austria, has restored to the confederacy of our communities the 
freedom, of which an unjust tyranny in vain attempted to deprive us. 
While Austria was ay ;st and beneficent mistress, we served her with 
our lives ; — when she became oppressive and tyrannical, we assiim^ 
independence. If she has aught yet to claim frtnn ns, the descen- 
dants of Tell, Faust, and Stiuifbaucher, will be as ready to assert 
their liberties as their fathers were to gain them. Your < I nice — if 
such be your title — lia.s no contjern with Uwy dispute betwixt us and 
Austria/ For you threats of gibbet and wlieel, we are here defiincc- 
less men, on w'liom you may <»vork your pleasure ; but we know how 
to die, and our countrymeu know how to avenge us.” 

The fiery Duke w'r>uld have replied by commanding the instant 
arrest, and probably the immediate execution, of tlie whole deputa- 
tion. But iiis chancellor, availing himself of the pririlege of his 
office, rose, and dolfing his cap with a deep reverence to the Duke, 
requested leave to reply to the ii^isproud young man, who liad, he 
said, so greatly mistaken the purpose of hia Mighuess's epeech. 

Charles, fcelmg perhaps at the moment too much irritated to form 
a calm decision, threw himself hack in his chair of state, and with an 
impatient mui angry nod, gave his chancellor permission to speak. 

""Young man,” said that high officer, ""you have mistaken the 
moaning of the high and inight 3 " sovereign, in wdioso presence yon 
sland. Whatever ho tlic lawful rights of Austria over the revolted 
villages wlucii have flung off their allegiance to their native supe- 
rior, we have no call to enter gn that argument. But that for which 
Burgundy demands your answer, is wherefore, coming liere in the 
guise, and with the cliaraoter, of peacefuKmvoys, on affairs touching 
your own communities and the rights •of the Duke’s subjects, you 
Inivti raise :1 w-aFiii our peacefid dipuiinions, stormed a fortress, mas- 
sacred its garrison, and put to death a ftuble knight, its commander? 
— all of them action^ contrary to the law of n;ivtionfl, and highly de- 
serving of the punishment with which you have s^icm justly tlireat- 
cned, but wfitluwhicli Tliope our gracious sovereign will dispense, if 
you express some sufficient I’cason for such outrageous insolence, 
with an offer of due submission to his Highness’s pleasure, and satis- 
factory reparation for such a high injury.” 
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“You ave a priest, OTave sir?” answered Rudolph Donnerlmg-el, 
addressinjty the Chanctdlor of Burgundy. “ If there be a soldier in 
this assembly wlio wdll avoiicli your clnur^e, I challenge him to the 
coiiibat, man to man. We did not storm the garrison of La Ferette 
— we were adfoitted into tlie gates in a peaceful nuinner, and were 
there instantly surrounded by the soldiers ^f the bite Archibald de 
Hagenbach, with the obvious purx)ose of assaulting and murdering 
us on our peaceful mission. I promise you there had been news of 
more men dying than us. But an uproar broke out among the in- 
iliabitants of the town, assisted, I believe, by many neighbours, to 
whom the insolence and oppression of ArcluDald de ITagenbach had 
odious, as to all who w'ere within Ins reach. We rendered 
them no assistance ; and, I trust, it was not expected that we should 
interfere in the favour of men who had stood prepared to do the 
worst ai gainst us. But not a pike or sword belonging to us or our 
attendants was dippe<l in Burginuliaii blood. Archibald de Hagen- 
bach perished, it is true, on a scaiFoJci, and 1 saw Jiim <lie with plea- 
sure. under a sentence pn>nounced by a competent court, such as is 
recognised in Westphalia, and its dependencies on tliis side of the 
Rlniic. I am not obliged lo vindicate their ]irocoedings; but I aver, 
that the Duke lias reeoivod full proof of his regular sentence ; and, 
iii fine, thsit it was amply deserved by oppreswion, tyranny, and foul 
abn.'>-o of Ills auiliority, 1* wtU upboli^ against all gainsayers, with the 
body of a man. There lies luy gloVe.”' 

And, witli an action suited to the language ho used, tlio stern Swiss 
flung his right-hand glove on the floor of the hall. In the spirit of 
the iige, v/itli the love of distinction in arms which it nourished, and 
j)erhM])s with the desire of gaining the Duke’s favour, there was a 
general motion among llic young Burgundians to accept the chal- 
lenge, and more than sijc or eight gloves were hastily liolled by the 
ouiig knights present, those wh*^ were more remote flinging* them 
..vcr the h<;^uls of the nearest, and each x>roclaiming his name and 
title as he profl’ered the gage of combat. 

“ 1 set at all,” said the daring young Swiss, gathering the gaunt- 
lets as they fell clashing around him. “More, gentlemen, more! a 
> glove for every finger ! come on, one at once — fair lists, equal judges 
of tlie hekh the combat on L»ot, and the ^’feapons Iwo-handed swortjs, 
‘^'tiid 1 wull not budgo for a score of y«m.” 

“Hold, gentlemen; on your aliegiance, hold!” Bifid tlie Duke, 
gratified at the same time, and soiyewhat ap^ieased, ]>y the zeal 
which was displayed in his cause— moved by tlie strain of reckless 
bravery evinced by the challenger, with a hardihood akin to his own 
— perhaps also not iinwillfng to disjday, in tlie view of his conr 
pHnihre^ more temperance than.he4iaa been atTfirst capable of. 
"•Hold, 1 command you a^>^Toisoii d’Or, gather up Ibese gaunt- 
lets, and return tbeun each to its owner, God ^ud iSt George foiiiid 
that wo shoukl*haicard the life of even thOiJeast of our noble Bnr- 
gunuiaiT gentry' against such a churl, as this Swiss peasant, who 
Never so much as mounted a horse, and knows not a jot of knightly 
c','iirlc.sv, or tlie grace of chivaiiy.— Cayy your vulgar brawls else- 
where. yelling luan, and know that, on tlie present occasion.. the Place 
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Morimont were your only fitting- lists, and the hangman your meet 
antagonist. And you, sirs, his companions — whose behaviour in 
suffering this swaggerer <o take the lead amongst you seems to 
show that the laws of nature, as -well as of society, are inverted, and 
that age is preferred to youth, as gentry to peasants — you white- 
bearded men, I say, is there none of you who can speak your errand 
in such language as it becomes a sovereign prince to listen to?" 

‘‘God forbid else,” said the Landammau, stepping* forward and 
silencing Rudolph Donnerhiigel, who was commencing an answer 
of defiance — “ God forbid,” he said, “Noble Duke, that we should 
not be able to speak so as to be understood before your Highness, 
since, I trust, we shall speak the language of truth, peace, and jus:; 
tice. Nay, shoidd it incline your Highness to listen to us the more 
favourably for our humility, 1 am wflling to humble myself rather 
than you should shun to hear us. For my own part, I can truly say, 
that though I have lived, and by free choice have resolved to die, a 
husbandman and a hunter on the Alps of the Unterwald, I may 
claim by birth the hereditary right to speak before Dukes and 
Kings, and the Emperor himself. There is no one, my Lord Duke, 
in this proud assemoly, who derives his descent from a nobler source 
than Geierstein." 

“We have heard of you," said the Duke. “Men call you the 
peasant-coimt. Your birth is y<jur shamo; or x>erhaps your mother’s, 
jf your father had happened to have a handsome ploughman, tlie 
fitting father of one who hasebecome a willing serf.” 

“No serf, my lord," answered the Lantlamman, “but a freeman, 
who will neither oi)i)re£s others nor bo himself tyrannised over. My 
father was a noble lord, my mother a most virtuous lady. But I will 
not be provoked, by lauijt or scornful jest, to refrain from stating 
with calmness what my country has given i»e in charge to say, I'lie 
inhabitants of the bleak and inhojp3itab!e regions of tlie Alps desire, 
mighty sir, to remain at peace with all their neiglibours, and t^ 
enjoy the government they have chosen, as best fitted to their con- 
dition and habits, leaving all other states and countries to their free- 
will in the same res])ects. Especial!}', they desire to remain at peace 
and in unity with the ])rincc]y House of Burgundy, whose dominions 
^proach their possession S^on so many points. My lord, they desire 
it, they entreat it, they even consent to pray for it. Wc have been 
termed stubborn, intractable, and insolent contemners of authority, 
and headers of sedition and rebellion. In evidence of the contrar}', 
my Lord Duke, 1, wlio iieveV bent a knee but to Heaven, feel no 
dishonour in kneeling before your Higluiess, as before a sovereign 
prince in^the cour pltnicre of his aomiiiiFOiis, wliero he has a right to 
exact hoTgiage fTBin his su}»je6is ojit of duty, and from strangers out 
of courtesy. No vain pride of mine,^^ r^!id the noble old man, his 
eyes swelling with tear.s as he knelt on one knee, “shall prevent me 
from personal humflmtmn when peace — that blasscTd. peace so dota' 
to God, so iiiax)prcciably v^uable to man~is in danger bf being 
broken off," 

The whole assembly, eveo the Duke himself, were affected by Oic 
noble and stately manner fn which the brave old man made a genu- 
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flexion, which was obviously dictated by neither meanness nor 
timidity. “Arise, sir,” said Charles; “if we liave said aught which 
can wound your private feelings, we retract it as publicly as the 
reproach was spoken, and sit prepared to hear you as a fair-meaning 
f envoy.” 

“JbW that, my noble Lord, thanks; and€ shall hold it a blessed 
day if I can find words worthy of the cause I have to plead* My 
lord, a schedule in your Highness’s hands has stated the sense of 
many iiyuries received at the hand of your Highness’s offioers, and 
those of Romont, Count of Savoy^ your strict ally and adviser, we 
have a right to suppose, under your Highness’s countenance. For 
iSount Romont — lie has already felt with whom he has to contend ; 
but we have as yet taken no measures to avenge injuries, afifronts, 
interruptions to our commerce, from those who have availed them- 
selves of your Highness’s authority to intercept our countrymen, 
spoil our goods, impress their persons, and even, in some instances, 
take their lives. The afiray at lia Ferctte — I can vouch for what I 
saw — had no origin or abettance from us ; nevertheless, it is impos- 
sible an independent nation can suffer the repetition of such injuries, 
and free and independent we arc determined to remain, or to die in 
defence of our riglits. What, then, must follow, unless your High- 
ness listens to the terms which I am commissioned to oner ? 
a war to extermination ; fdt so long^s one of our Confederacy can 
wield a halberd, so long, if this fat? strife once commences, there 
will be war betwixt your powerful reakns and our poor and oarren 
states. And wdiat can the noble Duke of Burgundy gain by such a 
strife? — is it wealth and plunder? Alas, my Lord, there is more 
gold and silver on the very bridle-bits of your Highness’s household 
troops thauecan be found* in the public treasures or private hoards 
of our whole Confederacy. Is it fame and glory you aspire to? 
There is little honour to be woii^by a numerous army over a few 
JCattered bjiids, by men clad in mail over half-armed husbandmen 
and shepherds — of such conquest small were- the glory. But if, as 
all Christian men believe, and as it is the constant trust of my 
countrymen, from memory of the times of our fathers, — if the Lord 
5 pf Hosts should cast the balance in behalf of the fewer numbers and 
worse-armed party, 1 leave it with youf Highness to judge w'hat 
.would, in that event, be the diminution of worship and lame. Is It 
extent of vassalage and dominion your Iliglmess desir^fe, by warring 
with your mountain neighbours? 'Know that you may, if it be God^ 
' will, gain our barren and rugged mouTitains ; but, like our anccstora 
of old, we will seek refug€uiu wii^r and more distant solitudes, and 
when we have resisted to tlie last we will starve in tJie icy wastes of 
the Glaciers. Ay, men, women, and ohildreii, we ffMl be IJiozen into 
annihilation together ere otneircQ Switzer will acknowledgoa foreign 
master.” 0 . 

The speech .(ff the Landammaii made ai^ obvious impression on 
the asseftibly. Tlie Diflie observed it, qiul Iiw hereditary obstinacy 
was irritated by tlic general disposition which he saw entertained in 
fayour of the ambassador. This evil principle overcame some im- 
uression which the address of the noble Biederman had not failed to 
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make upon him. He answered with a lowering: brow, interrupting 
the old man as he was about to continue hia speech, — “ You argue 
falsely, Sir Count, or Sir^Landamman, or by whatever name you 
call yourself, if you think we war on you from any liope of spoit or 
any desire of glory. We know as well as you can tell us that there 
is neither profit nor faiife to be achieved by conquenng* yon. But 
sovereigns, to whom Heaven has given the power, must root out a 
band of robbers, though there is dishonour in measuring swords 
with them ; and w'e hunt to death a herd of wolves, though their 
flesh is carrion and their skins are nought.'* 

The Laudamman shook his grey head, and replied, without testify- 
ing emotion, and even with something approacliing to a smile, — I 
am an older vroodsmau than 3 "ou, my Lord Duke-— and, it. may be, a 
more experienced one. The boldest, the hardiest luinter will not 
safely drive the wolf to his den. I have shown your Highness 
poor chance of gain and the great risk of loss, which even 
powerful as you are, must incur by a war witli determined 

and desperate men. Let me now toll what we are willing to do to 
secure a sincere and lasting peace with our powerful neighhour of 
Burgundy. Your Grace is in the act of engrossing Lorraine, and 
it seems probable, under so vigorous and enterprising a Prince, your 
authority may be extended to the shores of the Mediternuu^an— be 
our noble fnend and sincere and d^iir mountains, defended by 
warriors familiar witli victory, will be j'our barriers against Germany 
and For your sake we will admit the Count of Savoy to 

terms, and restore to him our conquests, on such conditions ns \oUr 
Highness slifdl yourself judge reasonable. Of ])ast subjects of 
oftcuce on the part of j'our lieutenants and g(»vornors upon the 
frontier, \ve will be silent, so we have assurance of no t^fich siggres- 
sions in future. Nay, more, and it is iny htst and j)roudt:sfc oiler, we 
will send three thousand of our f'outh to assist your Higiiness iu 
any war which you mny engage in, whether aginiwt Louis 
France, or the Fmpenjr of Germaiiv. They are a different set 
of men— proudly and truly may 1 state it— from tlu^. scum of Ger- 
many and Italy, wlio form thcin-'Clves into nuM’ceniir 3 " ])iuids of sol- 
11. Heaven should decide your Higlnu.‘S.s to ncoo}>t our^ 
ojior, there will be one corps in your army which wdli leave their 
carcasses on^tlie field ero a man of them break their lilighioti 
troth. 

A swarthy, but tall and liapdsomc luan, wearing a corslet riclily 
engraved with arabesaue work, started from his seat with I he air rif 
me provoked beyond the bounds of restraint. This was llic Count de 
Cainpo-Xhisso, ^mniandcr of Chiirles^ Italian mercenaries, Avho 
posspHedf;as has ’been alluddd t<> much infiuence over the Duke's 
mind, chiefly obtained by accommodating l-inself to his master'.s opi- 
nions and^ preiiulicejj. and placing before the Duke siiecious argu- 
ments to justify him forffollowing liis own way. ** • 

"‘This lofty presence must excuse me," heVuid, •‘if I speak in de- 
lence of my lionour niul those of ray bold lances who have follcAved 
my lo^unoa fnnn Italy to s/^rve the bravest l*rince in Christendom. 

1 might, indeed, ]ias8 over without resentment the /»utrageous Ian- 
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fifuage of this^rey-balred churl, whose words cannot affect a knight 
and a nobleman more than the yelling of a peasant’s mastiff. But 
when I hear him propose to associate liis bands of mutinous mis- 
governed ruffians with your Highness’s troops, 1 must let him ktiow 
that there is not a horse-boy in my ranks who would fight in* such 
fellowship. No, even I myself, bound by » thonsand ties of grati- 
tude, could not submit to strive abreast with such comrades. I w^ould 
fold up my banners and lead five thousand men to seek,— not a 
nobler master, for the world has none such, — but wars in which we 
might not be obliged to blush for our assistants.” 

“ Silence, Cainpo-Basso,” said the Duke, and be assured you 
,|erve a prince who knows your worth too well to exchange it for the 
untried and untrustful services of those whom we have only known 
as vexatious and malignant neighbours ” 

Then addressing himself to Arnold Riederman, he said coldly and 
sternly, ** Sir Dandamman, we have heard you fairly. We have 
heard yon, although you come before us with hands dyed deep in* the 
blood of our servant, Sir Archibald de llagcnbach; for, supposing he 
was murdered by a villanous association, — which, by Saint George ! 
shall never, while m'c live and reign, raise its pestilential head on 
this side of the Rhine, —yet it is not the less undeniable and un- 
denied, that you stood by in arms, and encouraged the deed the 
assassins performed under your countenance. Return to your 
mountains, and be thankful tliat you return in life. Tell tliosc who 
sent you that I will be presently on their frontiers. A de]m{ution 
of your most notable persons, who meet mo with halters round 
thofr necks, torches in their left hands, in their right their swords 
held by tlie point, may learn on what conditions we will grant you 
pea.c(‘.'’ • 

** Then farewell imaoe, and welcome war,” said the Landamniaii ; 
*‘aijd he its ])lagnes and curses ^n the Jieads of those who choose 
^>lod7f and strife rather than peace sind union. We will meet you on 
our fr<»utiers with our naked 3W\>rds, but llie hilts, not tlioii points, 
aliall be in <»ur grasp. Charlos of Bnrgimdy, Manders, and L(^rraine, 
Ihike of Boven dukedoiiis, Gount of sevente<’n eaildoms, 1 bid you 
defiance; and <b*clare war against you in the name of the (Confede- 
rated Canton.s and such others as shall ;Idhere to them. Tiicre,” he 
said, arc my letters of defiance.” ^ • 

The herald took from Arnold Biederinan the fatal t^cnuncintiou. 

“ Read it not, Toison d'Or I ” said the haughty Duke. J^et the 
executioner drag it through the streSts at his horse s tail, and nail it 
to the gibbet, to show in ^what account we hold the paltry scroll and 
those who sent it.— Awayj sirs/’ speaking to the Swiss, “trudge 
back to your wildernesses with suoii liaste as 5^)ur fe%(i can use. 
When we no3^ meet, yo^jftall better know whoni you have offended. 
Get our how^e read^^ — the council is broken up.” 

The Maire. M Dijon, when all were in jnoffon to leave the hall, 
again lipproachcd tllfe Duke, and tinndly* expressed some hopes 
that his Highness would deign to partake of a banquet which the 
ipu^iiitraK^y had prepared, in expectatipu he might do them such an 
honour.. 
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** No, by Saint Oeorjgfc of Burgundy, Sir Maire,” said Cliarlea, 
with one of the withering glances by whicli he was TOiit to express 
indignation mixed with ccgitenipt, — ‘*yoii have not pleased us so 
well with our breakfast as to induce ns to trust our dinner to the 
loyalty of our good town of Dijon " 

So saying, he rudely turned, off from the mortified chief magis- 
trate, and, mounting his horse, rode baeV to his camp, conversing 
earnestly on the way with the Count of Campo-Basso. 

** I would offer you dinner, my Lord* of Oxford,” said Colvin to 
that nobleman, when he alighted at his tent, but I foresee, ere 
you could swallow a moutlinil, you will be summoned to the Duke's 
presence ; for it is our Charles's way, when he has fixed on a wron,i?[ 
course, to wrangle with his friends and counsellors, in order to prove 
it is a right one. Marry, he always makes a convert of yon supple 
Italian. , 

Colvin's augury was peedily realised ; for a page almost imme- 
diately summoned the English merchant, Philipson, to attend the 
Duke. Without waiting an instant, Charles poured forth an inco- 
lierent tide of reproaches against the Estates of his dukedom, for 
refusing him tbcir countenance in so slight a matter, and launched 
out in explanations of the necessity which he alleged there was for 
punishing the audacity of the Swiss. And thou, too, Oxford,'' 
he concluded, “art such an impatient fooVas to wish me to indulge 
ill a distant war with England/^nd transport forces over the sea, 
wiieu I have such insolent mutineers to chastise on my own fron- 
tiers?” 


When he was at length silent, the English Earl laid before him, 
with respectful earnestness, the danger that appeared to be involved 
ill engaging with a people, poor indeed, bat universaHy dreaded, 
from their discipline and courage, and thgt under tJie eye of so 
dangerous a rival as Jiouis of France, who was sure to support the 
Duke s enemies underhand, if he dfti not join them openly. Oi. -i^hifli 
point the Duke's resolution was immovable. “ It shall hever,” he 
said, “ be told of me that I uttered threats which I dared not execute. 
These boors have declared war against me, and they shall learn 
whose wi*ath it is that tliey have wantonly provoked ; but I do not, 
tliereforo, renounce thy seVeme, my good Oxford. If thou canst 
precure me this same cession of Provence, and induce old Ren^ to 
give up the cs;use of his gi*andson, Ferrand of Vaudemont, in Lor- 
raine, thou wilt make it well worth my while to send thee brave aid 
against my brother Blackbunv, wiio, while he *is drinking healths 
pottle deep in France, may well come to lose his lands in England. 
And be not impatient because 1 canno^ at this very instant send 
men across the S 42 i:is. The march whicli I am making towards 
Neufchateli which is, I think, tlieSiearesi^point where I shall find 
these churls, will be but like a morning’s '^xcimion*'. ,1 trust you 
will go with us, old companion. 1 should like to sse If you have 
forgotten, among yonder*inountains, how to bfick^a horse and lay a 
lance in rest.” ^ 

“ J will wait on your Highness,” said the Earl, “ as is my duty, 
for my motions must depei>d' upon your pleasure. But I will not 


Amm OF GEIEBSTEIN. 


271 


carry arms, especially against those people of Helvetia, from whom 
X have experienced hospitality, unless it be for my own personal 
defence.’^ 

“ Well,” replied tlie Duke, "e’en bo it so ; we shall have in yoi^an 
excellent judge, to tell us who best discharges his devoir against the 
mountain clowns.” 

At this point in the conversation there was a knocking at the 
entrance of the pavilion, and the Chancellor of Burgundy presently 
entered, in jreat haste and anxiety. “News, my lord — news of 
-•France and England,” said the prelate, and then observing the pre- 
sence of a stranger, he looked at the Duke, and was silent 
k “It is a faithful friend, my Lord Bishop,” said the Duke; " You 
' maytell your news before him.” 

“It will soon be generally known,” said the chancellor— " Louis 
and Edward are fully accorded.” Both the Duke and the English 
Earl started. 

“I expected this,” said the Duke, "but not so soon.” 

“ The Kings have met,” answered his minister. 

"How — in battle?” said Oxford, forgetting himself in his extreme 
eagerness. 

The chancellor was somewhat surprised, but as the Duke seemed 
to expect him to give an answer, be replied, “No, Sir Stranger, not 
in battle, but upon appointment, aiid in peace and amity.” 

"Tlie sight must have been wortn seeing,” said the Duke; "when 
the old fox Louis, and my brother. 131ack — I mean my brother 
Edward— met. Where held they their rendezvous ? ” 

“ On a bridge over the Seine, at Picquigny.” 

“I would thou liadst been there,” said the Duke, looking to Ox- 
ford, " a good axe in thy hand, to strike one fair blow for Eng- 
land, and another for Bprgundy. My grandfather was treacherously 
slain at just such a meetiiig, at the Bridge of Montereau, upon the 

“To pfevent a similar chance” said the chancellor, "a strong 
barricade, such as closes the cages in wliicli men keep wild beasts, 
was raised in the midst of the bridge, and prevented the possibility 
of their even touching each other’s hands.” 

“ Ha, ha ! By Saint George, that ftnells of Louis’s craft and 
^ caution ; for the Englisliuian, to give him his due, is as little 
nuainted with fear as with policy. But what terms have they made ? 
Where do the English army winter? What towns, fortresses, and 
castles, are surrendered to them, in f>ledge, or in perpetuity ?” 

"None, my liege,” saijjl the chancellor. "The English army re- 
turns into England, as fast us shipping can be procured to transport 
tliem ; and Louis will accommodate them witli^vcry ^il and oar 
in bis dominions, rather. 4iian t!hey should not instantly evacuate 
France.” 

" And by^lmt concessions has Louis bouglit a peace so necessary 
to his affairs?”. • 

“ By fair words,” said the chancelloi*, " by liberal presents, and by 
some five hundred^tuns of wine.” 

“Wine!” exclaimed the Duke — "Heardst thou ever the like. 
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Sei£^nor Philipson ? Why. your countrymen are little better than 
£sau, who sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. Marry, I must 
confess I never saw an EngKshman who loved a dry-lipped bargain.'' 

‘il can scarce believe this news,” said the Earl of Oxford. “ If 
this Edward were content to cross the sea with fifty thousand Eng- 
lishmen merely to return»again, there are in his camp both proud 
nobles and haughty commons enough to resist his disgraceful pur- 
pose." 

“The money of Louis,” said the statesman, “has found noble 
bands willing to clutch it. The wine of Prance has flooded every* 
tliroat in the English army — the riot and uproar was unbounded — 
and at one time the town of Amiens, where Louis himself resided.. 
WHS full of so many English archers, all of them intoxicated, thal the 
person of the King of France was almost in their hands. Their 
sense of national honour has been lost in the universal revel, and 
those amongst them who would be more dignified and })lay the wise 
politicians say, that having come to Prance by connivance of the 
JOiike of Burgundy, and that prince having failed to join them with 
his forces, they have done well, wisely, and gallantly, considering the 
season of the year, and the impossibility of obtaining quarters, to 
take tribute of" Prance, and return home in triumph.” 

“And leave Louis,” said Oxford, “at undisturbed freedom to attack 
Burgundy with all liis forces?” j. * 

“ NV)t so, friend Philipson,” said Duke Charles ; “know, that there 
is a truce betwixt Burgundy and France for the space of seven years, 
and liad not tliis been granted and signed, it is probable tlmt we 
might have found some mean, of marring the treaty betwixt ICdward 
and Louis, even at the expense of aflVirding those voracious islanders 
beef and beer during the winter months. — Sir Chaiiceilc*, you may 
leave UH, but bo within roach of a hasty summons.” 

Wlien Ins minister loft the pavilion' the Duke wdio, with his rude 
and imperious character united much kindness, if it eopld no't/^bc? 
termed generosity of disposition, came up to the Lancastrian lord,, 
who stood like one at whose feet a tlmnderbolt has just broken, and 
who still apji.died by the terrors of the sJiock. 

“M.v poor OAford,” he said, “thou art stupified by this news, 
‘whici] thi.-ii canst not doubt fiiust have a fatal effect on tlioplaii wdiich 
thif br.ive bosoin cherishes with sucli devoted fitlelity. J w<tuld for 
tliy .-ake I couM have dolalned the English a little longer in France; 
but liad J attempted to do so, there were an end of my truce with 
L(>ui.> and of course to my power to chastise these paltry Clantons, 
or send forth an 'expedition to England. As matters stand, give mo 
but a week to punish these mountaineers, fciid you eihall have a larger 
force than i£^our ntfSflesty has r<t,]uqsted of me for your enterjirise ; 
and, in the meanwljile, I will take care tlnilS-U^ackburn end his cousin- 
archers Iiave no assistance of shipping from f'lrtodera: !Tu»}i, man, 
never fear it — thou wiltjbe in England long e^a^ they ; and, once 
more, rely on my assistance— /il ways, thou kiibwcst,* the cession of 
Provence being executed, as in reason. Our cousin Margaret's 
diamonds we must keep for a time; and perhaps they may pass as a 
pledge, with flome of our o^n. for the fi>‘odlv ■numoso nf Rpif.ino* nt 
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freedom the imprisoned an^i^elB of our Flemish usurers, who will not 
lend even to their sovereign, unless on good current security. To 
such straits has the disobedient avarice cc our estates for the moment 
reduced us.” 

Alas ! ray Lord,” said the dejected nobleman, “ 1 were ungrateful 
to doubt the sincerity of your good intentions. But who can presume 
on the events of war, especially when time presses for instant deci- 
sion? You are pleased to trust me. Let your Highness extend 
your confidence thus far: I wiU take my horse and ride" after the 
'Landammau, if he hath already set forth. I have little doubt to 
make such an accommodation with him that you may be secure on 
jail your south-eastern frontiers. You may then with security work 
your will in Lorraine and Provence.” 

“ Do not speak of it,” said the Duke, sharply ; thou forget^st thy- 
self and me when thou supposeat that a prince who has pledged bis 
word to his people can recall it, like a merchant chaffering for his 
paltry wares. Go to — we will assist you, but we will be ourselves 
judge of the time and manner. Yet, having both kind will to our 
distressed cousin of Anjou, and being your good friend, we will not 
linger in the matter. Our host have orders to break up this evening, 
and direct their march against Ncufchatel, where these proud Swiss 
shall have a taste of the fire and sword which they have provoked.” 

Oxford sighed deeply^ bat ma^e no farther remonstrance ; in 
which he acted wisely, since it was likely to have exasperated the 
fiery temper of the sovereign to whom it was addressed, while it 
was certain that it would not in the slightest degree alter his reso- 
lution. 

He took farewell of the Duke, and returned to Colvin, whom he 
found in\»ersed in the business of his department, and prepjiring 
for the removal of the-^tillery, an operation which the clmn.sim.\ss 
of the ordijiinco, and the execrable state of the roads, rendiu'cd tit 
^hal^tinn^ a much more troublesome operation than at prorfont, 
though it is even still one of the most laborious movements attend- 
ing the marcli of an army. The Master of the Ordnance welcomed 
Oxfi*rd with much glee, and congratulated himself on tlu; <lis- 
tinguislied hoiumr of enjoying his conipany during the canmaign, 
and acquainted him that, the especifl command of the Du Ice. he 
ha(l made fitting preparations for his accommodation, suitable to'the 
disguised character which ho meant to maintain, but in every other 
respect ns convenient as a camp coij^d admit of 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

A mirthful man lie was — tho snows of age 
Fell, but they did not chiil him. Gaiety, 

Kven in life's closing^, touch'd hie teeming brain 
Witli such wild visions as the sotting sun 
Itnises in front of some lioor glacier. 

Painting the bleak icc with a thousand hues. 

Old naif, 

LEATTifG the Earl of Oxford in attendance on the stubborn Duke* 
of Burgundy during an expedition, \>v'hich the one represented as a 
brief excursion, more resembling^ a hunting party than a campaign, 
and which the other considered in a much graver and more perilous 
light, we return to Arthur de Vere, or the younger Philipson, as he 
continued to be called, who was conducted by his guide with fidelity 
and success, but certainly very slowly, upon his journey into Provence. 

The state of Lorraine, overrun by the Duke of Burgundy^s arm^^ 
and infested at the same time by dinerent scattered bands, who todk 
the field, or held out the castles, as they alleged, for the interest of 
Count Ferrand de Vaudemont, rendered journeying so dangerous 
that it was often necessary to le^To the main road, and to take cir- 
cuitous tracks, in order to avoid such unfriendly encounters as tra- 
vellers might otherwise have i»et with, 

Arthur, taught by sad experience to distrust strange guides, found 
himself, nevertheless, in this eventful and perilous iourney, disposed 
to rest considerable confidence in his present conductor, ThieDaulfc, 
a Provencal by birth, intimately acquainted with the rcVids which 
they took, and, as far as he could judge, dj^osed to discharge his 
office with fidelity. Prudence alike, and tne habits which hoJi;[id 
acquired in travelling, as well as the character of a merchant which 
lie still sustained, induced him to wave the morgue^ or haughty supe- 
riority of a knight and noble towards an inferior personage, especially 
as he rightly conjectured that free intercourse 'with this man, whose 
acquirements seemed of a superior cast, was likely to render him a 
judge of his opinions and disipo.sition towards him. In return for his 
coifdescension he obtained a good deal of information concerning 
the province whicli he w'as approaching. 

As they drew near the boundaries of Provence, the communica- 
tions of Thiebault became more' fluent and interesting. He could 
not only tell the name and history of each romantic castle which 
they passed, in their devious and doubtiul route, but had at his 
command the chivit^ous historytof ^he noble knignts and barons to 
whom they now pertained^ or had belongcU^io.^ earlier deva, and could 
recount tlieir exploits against the Saracens, by re*^llin^fieir attacks 
upon Christendom, of their efforts to recover the Holy Sepulchre 
from Pagan hands. In the course of such narrations Thiebault was 
led to speak of the Troubadour s, a race of native poets of Provencal 
origin, differing widely from the minstrels of iNOrmaudy and the* 
a<yacent provinces of Franck, with whose tales of chivalry, as well 
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as tlio niijttcrous translations of Uieir works into Norman-S’rench 
and English, Arthur, like most of the noble youth of his country, 
was intimately acquainted and deeply^ ynbucu. Thiebault boasted 
that his grandsire, of humble birtu indeed, but of distinguished 
talent, was one of tliis gifted race whose compositions produced so 
great an effect on the temper and manners their age and country. 
It was, however, to be regretted that, inculcating as the prime duty 
of life a fantastic spirit of gallantry, which sometimes crossed the 
Platonic bound prescribed to it, the poetry of the Troubadours was 
^oo frequently used to soften and seduce the heart and corrupt the 
principles.^ 

rJ. Arthur’s attention was called to this peculiarity, by Thiebault 
singing, which he could do with good skill, the history of a Trou- 
badour, named William Cabestainy, who loved, par amoilrs, a noble 
and beautiful lady, Margaret, the Avife of a baron called llaymoiid 
de Roussillon. The jealous husband obtained proof of his dishonour, 
and having put Cabestainy to d<?atb by assassination, he took his 
heart from his bosom, aud causing it to be dressed like that of an 
animal, ordered it to be served up to his lady ; and when she had 
eaten of the liondble mess, told her of what her banquet was com- 
posed. The lady replied that, since she had been made to partake 
of food so precious, no coarser morsel should ever after cross her 
lips. She persisted in h«r resolution, and thus starved herself to 
death. The Troubadour who cefthrated this tragic hi8toi7, had 
displayed in his composition a good .deal of poetic art. Glossing 
over the 'error of the lovers as the ftxuit of their destiny, dwelling on 
their tragical fate with considerahle pathos, and finally, execrating the 
blind fury of the husband, with the full fervour of x)oetical indigna- 
tion, lie rtcorded, with vindictive ploasui*e, how every hold knight 
and true lover in the ^outh of France assembled to besiege the 
baron’s castle, stormed it by iq^in force, left not one stone upon 
“WitWRer, and put the tyrant himself to an ignominious death. Arthur 
was interested in the melancholy tale, which even beguiled him <.>f a 
few tears; but as he thought further on its purport, he dried his 
eyes, and said, with some sternness — “Thiebault, sing mo no more 
such lays. I have heaz’d my father say that the readiest mode to 
corrupt a Christian man is to bestow ^ipon vice the pity and the 
praise which are duo on]}" to A'ii'tue. Your Ilaron of Routihillon k a 
monster of cruelty j but your unfortunate lovera wQi*e not the less 
guilty. It is by giving fair names to foul actions that those who 
would start at real vice arc led to prtujtisc its lessons, under the dis- 
guise of virtue.*' ^ 

I would you knew, Seigaiior,” answered I’liiehauU, “ that tins Jjay 
of Cabestainy, and the Lady Margn^'ot of RoudMi^llon, is reckoned a 
masterpiece of the joyoig %^ienc 9 . lije, sir, you are loo young to be 
so strict a ajj^wor oiWnorals. What will you do when your head is 
grey, if yo^i^ thus severe when it is scarcelj^ brown ? ” 

“ A Head which listens to folly in youth will hardly be honourable 
in old age,” answered Arthur. • 

l Bee Note C. Tr^tbndours. 
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Tliicbault had no mind to carry the dispute farther, 

“ It h not for me to contend with your worship, I only think, 
witli every true son of chivalry and song*, that a knig'ht witlioiit a 
mistress is like a sky without a star.” 

“ Do I not know that,” answered Arthur; "but yet better remain 
in darkness than be guided by such false lights as shower down 
vice and pestilence.” 

“ Nay, it may be your seignorie is right,” answered the guide. 
“ It is certain that even in Provence here we have lost much of our 
keen judgment on matters of love, — its difficulties, its intricacies; 
and its errors, since tlie Troubadours are no longer regarded as 
usual, and since the High and Noble Parliament of Jjove^ has 
to hold its sittings.” 

" But in these latter days ” continued the Provencal, kings, 
dukes, and sovereigns, instead of being the foremost ana most faith- 
ful vassals of the Court of Cupid, are themselves the slaves of stylish- 
ness and love of gain. Instead of winning hearts by breaking lances 
in the lisN, they are breaking the licarts of tlunr iinpoverisl:^ 
vassals by the most cruel exactions — instead of attemptitig to tfl 
serve the" smile and fiivours of their lady-loves they are meditating 
liow to steal castles, towns, and provinces from their noiglibours. 
But long life to the good and venerable King Rend 1 Wlnlo ho has 
an acre of* land left his residence^will be tlx j resort of valiant knights, 
whose only aim is praise in arni4, of true lovers, who are persecuted 
by fortune, and of high-toned har|)ers, who know how to celebrate 
faith and valour.” 

Arthur, interested in learning Bomothing more ])rct*ise than com- 
mon fame had taught liim on the subject of tliis prince, easily in- 
duced the talkative Ihovengal to enlarge upon the virtiit^ of his old 
sovereign’s character, as just, joyous, and debonair, a fricini to the 
most noble exercises of the chase, and the tilt-yard, and still m.ore 
so to tlie joyous science of Poetry and Music; wlio 
more revenue than ho received, in largesses to kniglits-erranr and 
itinerant musicians, with wlnnn his petty court was crowded, ns one 
of the very few in which the ancient hospitality was still mainlained. 

Such was the picture which Thiebaiilt drew of the last niinsfrel 
monarch; and though the ^ulogium was exaggerated, per]ia]>s the 
facTts were not overcharged. 

Born of royijil parentage, and with high pretensions. Rend liad at 
no })eriod of his life been able to raatcli liis fortune.s to Ids claims. 
Of the kingdoms to which he brsserted right, nothing remained in 
Ids ]>ossession but the county of Proven cejtself^ a fair and friendly 
principality, but diminislied *hy the man\\iclaims which Prance had 
acquired pof^ions of it by advances of money to supplv tlie 

persoiiiii expenses of its masttr, and by Trefeer portioj^^q, w-liich "Bur- 
gundy, to whom Ren| bad been a prisoner, neid in for his 

ransom. In his youtn he, engaged in more tluin aiieTiwlbary enter- 
prise, in the hope of attfdning^soroe part of tlifi territory of whicli lie 
was styled sovereign. His courage is not impeached, hnt forinno 
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did not Huiile ou hia military adventures ; and lie seems at last to have 
become sensible, that the power of admiring and celebrating' warlike 
merit, is very different from possessing tliat quality. In fact, Rone 
was a prince of very moderate parts, endowed with a love of the fine 
arts, which he earned to extremity, and a degree of good humour, 
which never permitted him to rwine at fortune, but rendered its 
possessor happy, when a prince of keener feelings would have died 
of despair. This insouciant, light-tempered, gay, and thoughtless 
disposition, conducted Rend, free from all the passions which embitter 
iife, and often shorten it^ to a hale and mirthful old age. Even 
domestic losses, which often affect those who are proof against mere 
reverses of fortune, made no deep impression on the feeJinga of this 
Oheerfiil old monarch. Most of his cliildren had died young; Rene 
took it not to heart. Ilis daughter Margaret’s marriage witli the 
powerful Henry of England was considered a connection much 
above the fortunes of the King of the Troubadours. But in the 
issue, instead of Rend deriving any splendour from the malcli, be 
was involved in tlie misfortunes of his daughter, and repeatedly 
obliged lo impoverish himself to supply her ransom. Perhaps in Ins 
private soul the old king did not think these losses so mortifying, as 
the lu^eessify of receiving Margaret into his court and family. On 
tire when rerte«!ting on the losses she had bustained, rnoiirning over 
1‘rieiida slain and kingdoms lost, the proudest and most pf*ssioijate of 
princesses was ill suited to dwell wiilJi liic g'aycst and best -humoured 
of sovt'reigns, wdiose pursuits slie cont^muied, and whose lightness of 
temper, for finding comfort in such trilles, slie could not forgive. 
The disctnnfort attached to her presence, and vindictive rocoliectious, 
embarrassed the good-humoured old monarch, though it was unable 
to drive hi*p beyond his equaiiimity. 

Aiiotlier distress pressied liiui more sorely. — Yolande. a drtiiahter 
of his first wife Isabella, had succeeded to his claims upon tiic J >uehy 
mine, and transmitted them to her son, Ferrand. Count <d' 
Vaiideinoift, a young man of courage ami spirit, cmgaged at iliia 
iiiiie in the apjmrently desperate undertaking of making his title 
good against Llie Duke of Biirgun<ly, who, with little right, but 
great power, was seizing upon an.d overruning this rich Duchy, which 
he laid claim to as a male fief. And t6 conclude, wliile the aged 
king on one side beheld his dethroned daughter in liopeless despifir, 
ami on the other his disinheritiKl grandson, in vain •attempting to 
rcc<»ver part of their riglits, lie bad the additional misfortune to know, 
tliat his nephew', Ijouis of IV4fince, mill his cousin, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, were secretly contending which should succeed him iu that 
portion of Provence wliicl^he still continued to ])os»ess ; and that it 
was only jealousy of each other wIuqIi prevent edmis bciiifjj despoiled 
of this last reimiant of h^ t€rritofy. 4et amid all this distress, Rend 
feasted and^|ii<!ceivedi;^est3, danced, sung, composed poetry, used 
the pencil (ffjjrtisl^ with no small skill, devised •and conducted festi- 
vals and processions, mid studying to promote, as far as possible, the 
immediate mirth and good-humour orhis subjects, if he could not 
materialiv eiilarg^y-tlieir more permanent prosperity, was never men- 
tioned by them, excepting as Le honlloi^en^^ a distiuctiop conferred 
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on liim down to the present day, and due to him certainly by the 
qualities of his heart, if not by those of his head. 

Whilst Arthur was receiving from his guide a full nccouht of the 
peculiarities of King Ren^, they entered the territories of that merry 
monarch. It was late in the autumn, and about the period when tlic 
Bonth-eastern counties ef France rather show to least advantage. 
The foliage of the olive-tree is then decayed atid withered, and as 
it predonnnates in the landscape, and resembles the scorched com- 

g lexion of the soil itself, an ashen and arid hue is givdn to the whole. 

till, however, there were scenes in the hilly and pastoral parts o' 
the country, where the quantity of evergreens relieved the eye even in 
this dead season. ’ ' 

The appearance of the country, in general, had much in it thr^ 
was peculiar. 

The travellers perceived at every turn some marks of the King's 
singular character. Provence, as the part of Gaul which first -re- 
ceived Roman civilisation, and as having been still longer the resi- 
dence of the Grecian colony who founded Marseilles, is more full of 
the splendid relics of ancient architecture than any other country in 
Eurojpe, Italy and Greece excepted. The good taste of the King 
Rene had dilated some attempts to clear out and restore these me- 
morials of antiquitv. Was there a triumphal arch, or an ancient 
temple — huts and novels were, cleared envay from its vicinity, and 
means were used at least to retard the approach of ruin. Was* there 
a marble fountain, which superstition had dedicated to some se- 
questered naiad — it was surrounded by olives, almond, and orange 
trees— its cistern was repaired, and taught once more to retain its 
crystal treasures. The huge amphitheatres, and gigantic colonnades, 
experienced the same anxious care, attesting that the noblest speci- 
mens of the fine arts found one admirer and preserver in King Rend, 
even during the course of those which are termed the dark and bar- 
barous ages. fiC’" ^ 

A change of manners could also he observed .in passing from 
Burgundy and Lorraine, where society relished of German blunt- 
ness, into the pastoral country of Provence, where the influence of a 
fine climate and melodious language, joined to the pursuits of th?* 
romantic old monarch, witft? the universal taste for music and poetry, 
lucd introduced a civilisation of manners, which approached to affec- 
tation. The ohepherd literally marched abroad in tlie morning,' 
piping his flocks forth to^ tlie pasture, with some love sonnet, the 
composition of an amorous Troubadour; and his “fleecy caro" 
seemed actually to be under the influence of his music, instead of 
being ungraciously inscnsiblq to its melody, as is the case in colder 
climates. Arthur^vbserved, to^, that the Provencal sheep, instead 
of being driven before the 8hc,pheiM, reguloijrly followed him, and did 
not disperse to feed until the swain, hy turiiirg hi^?oe round to 
them, remaining stationary, and executing variation s^on the air 
which he was playing, seemed to remind them tliat-it was proper to 
do so. While in motion, his''huge dog, of a species which is traine 
to face the wolf, and who is respected by the sheep as their guardian, 
and not feared as their tylant, followed his master with his ears 
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pritiked, like the cliief critic and prime jud^e of the performance, at 
sojne tones of which ho seldom fftiled to intimate disapprobation; 
wliile the flock, like the greneralitj of an audience, followed in unan- 
Vimoua thoug'h silent applause. At the hour of noon, the shepherd 
had sometimes acquired an alimentation to his audience, as some 
-comely matron or Idfipming maiden^ with whom he had renaearoused 
by such a fountaiiMs we nave described, and who listened to the 
husband’s or lover’s chalumeau, or minified her voice with his in the 
duets, of which the song's of the Troubadours have left so many 
. oiamples; In the cool of the evening, the dance on the village 
concert before the hamlet door ; the little repast of 
truits, cheese, and bread, which the traveller was readily invited to 
share, gave new charms to the illusion, and seemed in Earnest to 
point out Provence as the Ai*cadia of France. 

But the greatest singularity was, in the eyes of Arthur, the total 
absence of armed men and soldiers in this peaceful country. In. 
England, no man stiiTcd without his long-bow, sword, and buckler* 
111 Prance, the hind wore armour even when he was betwixt the stilts 
of his plough. In Germany, you could not look along a mile of 
highway, but the eye was encountered by clouds of dust, out of 
which were seen, by fits, waving feathers and flashing armour. Even 
in Switzerland, the peasant, if he had a journey to make, though but 
‘ of a mile or two, carefl nc^ to traved without his halberd and two* 
handed sword. But in Provence all seemed quiet and peaceful, as 
if the music of the land had lulled to sleep all its wrathml passions. 
Now aiid tljen a mounted cavidier might pass them, the harp at 
whose saddle-bow, or carried bj one of his attendants, attested the 
character of a Troubadour, which was affected by men of all ranks ; 
and then oi^ a short sword on his left thigh, borne for show rather 
tliim use, was a necessary and appropriate part of his equipment. 

‘^Peaci?,” said Arthur, as he loq}ced around him, ** is an inestima- 
liW JSV^l ; but it will be soon snatched from those who are not pre- 
pared withlieart and hand to defend it.” 

The sight of the ancient and interesting town of Aix, where King 
Bend hew his court, dispelled reflections of a general character, and 
•;j;G(E;allGd to the young Englishman the peculiar mission ou which he 
was engaged. ^ 

He then required to know fromithe Provenqal, Thiebault, whetlier 
^liis instructions were to leave him, now that he had successful]} 
attained the end of his journey. 

. «My instructions,” answered Tliiifliault, "are to remain in Aix 
while there is any chance of your seignopie^s continuing there, to be 
of such use to you as you* ^ay require, cither as a guide or an at- 
tendant, and to keep these men in rqgdiness to malt upon jou when 
you have occasion for mcssdligerf or guards. With your approba- 
tion, 1 will i3fel|)osed of in fitting quarters, and receive my 

farther insti^ttoiig from your seiguorie whenever you please to 
appoint %ne. 1 pr<'»pose this separation, bdbausc I understand it is 
your present pleasure to be private.” • 

"I must go to* court,” answered Arthur, "without any delay. 
LWait for. me iu half an hour by that fwntaiu in the street, which 
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prc!f6el« into the air such a raagruiflceut ]>illar of water, surrounded, 
% would almost swear, by a yapour like sf eaut, scrviug as a shroud to 
the jet whdoh it enrelopes*^’ 

•'The jet is so surrounded,” answered the l*rovencal, ^because it 
is supplied by a hot-spring' rising from the l»owels of the earth, and 
the toucdi of frost on ttiis autumu tnoniing inaJ^ the vapour more 
distinguishable than usual, — But if it is good J^ig Rend whoin you 
seek, you will find him at this time walking in his chimney. Do not 
be afraid of approaching him, for there never was a inoiiai-ch so eo^y 
of access, especially to good-looking strangers like your seignorioT^ 
But his ushers, said Arthur, “ will not admit me into his hall.” 
His hall ! ” repeated Thie^tut — Whose bdl ? ” 

“ Why. King Bend’s, I apprehend. If he is walking in a eliimney, 
it can only be m that of his nail, and a stately one it must be to give 
him room for such exercise.” 

" You mistake my moaning,” said the guide, laughing — Wlnfi 
we call King Bend’s chimney is the narrow parapet >oiider; it exJ 
tends between these two towers, has an -exposure to the south, anu 
is sheltered in every other direction. Yonder it is liis ploaMue to 
walk and enjoy the beams of Jlie bun, on sueh cool moiniijoH the 
present It nurses, he says, his poetical vem. If >ou approach his 
promenade he will readily speak to you, uul^, indecsi, he is m Ibe 
very act of a poetical eotiipositv.m.” 

Arthur could not forbear smiling at the thou^ihts of a king, eighty 
years of age, broken down with niisfortimes and bc'^et with dangers, 
who yet aiiiuwd hmibelf with walking in an f>])en parapet, and coni- 
posiiiff poetry in presence of ail such of his loving subjects as chose 
to look on. 

“ Jf you will walk af(‘w steps this way,” said Thiebau>‘, “you may 
see the good King, and jud^e whether or not you will accost him at 
present. J will dispose of the peo^dc, and await your orders at the 
fountain in the Corso.” 

Arthur saw no objection to the proposal of his guide, and was not 
unwilling to have an opportunity of seeing something of the good 
King Bend, before he was introduced lo his presence. 


CHAPTER XXX, 
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Yet not fiu wealthy m an Biiglieh yeoman, 



ffAve Arthiy* Itie perfect survey ef hw Majesty in person. He saw an 
old maiij with Iocks and beard, which, in amplitude and whiteness, 
nearly rivalled those of the envoy from Sehwitz, but with a fOsh and 
tnd'Jy colour in his cheek, and an eye of sreat vivacity. His dress 
was showy to a de^rree almost inconsistent with his years;* and his 
step, not only firm but full of alertness and yvocity, while i^eupied 
m traversing* the 4||hrt and sheltered walk, which he had choseiu 
rather for comfort than for privacy* sbovi^ed juvenile vigour, stitt 
inimatiijg an aged frame. Tlie old King carried }iis htblets and a 
{vjicii in, his hand, seeming totally abstracted in his own th^gbts, 
and indiflfbrent to being observed by several iiersous from thd pub- 
lic street lieneath his elevated promenade. - 

Of these, some, from their dress and manner, seemed themselves 
Troubadours; for they held in their hands, rebecks, rotes, small 
portable harps, and other indications of their profession. Such 
uppeared to be stationary, as if engaged in observing, and recording 
iheir remarks on the meditations of tiieir Prince. Other passengers, 
1 ent on their own more serious affairs, looked up to the King as to 
; ome one whom they were accustomed to see daily* but never passed 
without doffing their bonnets, and expressing by a suitable obeisance. 
If respect and affection towards his person, which appeared to make 
i.p ill cordiality of feeling what it wanted in deep and solemn de- 
ieretice. • 

Rend, in the meanwhile, was appafently unconscious both of the 
gaze of such as stood still, or the greeting of those who passed on, 
his mind seeming 4iltogether engrossedVith the nppar»,Mit labour of 
some arduous task in poetry <ir music. He w^alked fast or slow ’‘as 
best suited the progress of composition. At times lie stopped to 
mark hasiily^oWn on his tablets something whicli seemed to occur to 
him as deserving of preservation; at other times he drislied out what 
he had written, and flung* down the pencil RvS if in a sort of despair. . 
Owplirinae occasions, the Sibylline Ibaf was carefully picked up W a 
beautiful pUge, his only attendant, who reverently observed the first 
suitable opportunity of restoring it again to hia royal hand. The 
same youth bore a viol, on which, at a signal from his master, he 
occasionally struck a few musical notes, to which tlie old King 
Mtened, now wnth a soothed and satisfied air, now with a discontent- 
ed and anxious brow. At times, his entlmsiasra rose so high, that he 
even liopped and skipped, with an activity which his^etirs did not* 
jSromise; at other times his motions w ere extremely slow, and occa- 
sionaily he stood still, like one wrai^ped in tlie deepest and most 
anxious meditation. When he chanced to look on the grou]> which 
seemed to watch his motions, and who ventured even to salute him 
with a murmur of applausfl, it was only to distiijguisli them with a 
friendly and good-humoured«ofi^a ff^jlutation w'UJi which^likewiso, 

1 e failed not repl.^^c the greeting of the occasional passengers, 
Y hen his calmest attention to liis task, wliatevwr it miglit be, per- 
.nitted him wob^i^e them. • . , • 

At length the royal eye lighted upon Arthur, whose attitude of 
silent observation, iind the distinction of his figure, pointed him out 
as^a stranger. Bend beckoned to liSttpage, who, receiving bis 
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SQii&ter^s cominaiids ino whisp^, descended from the chimney, 
to the broader platform beneath, which was open to general resort. 

youth, addfressing Arthur with much courtesy, informed him the 
King desired to spesS: mth him. The young Englishman had no 
alternative biadb that of approaching, though pondering much in his 
oivn mind how he ought to comport himself towards such a ^golar 
specimen of royalty. ^ ■ 

When he drew near. King Hend addressed him in a tone of cour- 
tesy hot unmingled with dignity, and Arthur’s awe in his immediate 
presence was greater than he himself could have anticipated from 
Ms previous conception of the royal character. 

Your are, from your appearance, fair sir,’^ said King Bend, ‘*a 
stranger in this country. By what name must we call you, and to 
what ousiness are we to ascribe the happiness of seeing you at our 
comt?" 

Arthur remained a moment silent, and the good old man, impiuhi 
ing it to awe and timidity, proceeded in an encouraging tone. 

Modesty iu youth is ever commendable ; you are doubtless an 
acolyte in the noble and joyous science of Minstrelsy and Muski 
drawn hither by the willing welcome which we afford to the profes- 
sors of those arts, in which— praise be to Our Lady and the baints ! 
-—we bavc ourself been deemed a proficient.” 

do not aspire to the honours of a Troubadour,’' answered 
Arthur. 

I believe you," answer^ the King, "for your speech smacks of 
the northern, or Norman-French, siicn as is spoken in England and 
other unrefined nations. But you are a minstrel, perhaps, from 
these ultramontane parts. Be assured we despise not their efforts ; 
for we liave listened, not without pleasure and instruejion, to many 
of their bold and wild romaunts, which, though rude m device ana 
. language, and therefore, far inferior to tffe regulated poetry of our 
Troubadours, have yet somethihg in their powerful 
measure, which occasionally rouses the heart, like the sound of" a 
trumpet.” 

"I have felt the truth of your Grace’s observation, when I have 
heard the songs of my country," said Arthur; *‘but I have neithai: 
skill nor audacity to imitate what 1 admire— Mj latest residence mfa 
been in Italy." 

"You arejierhaps then a proficient in painting,” said Bend ; *‘an 
art which applies itself to the eye as poetry and music do to the eai^, 
and is scarce less in esteem with us. If you are skilful in the 
you have come to a monarch who loves it, and the fair country iii 
which it is practised.” • 

"In simple trg^h. Sire, I am an EiTglishman, and my hand has 
been toef much welked aud^ar^ened^by practice of tlie bow, the 
lance, und the sword, to touch the'Fiarp or ^a(en the^ncil.” 

"An Engliahmasi ! " said Bend, obviousl^elaxing^ the warmth 
of his welcome ; " and what brings you hez^p ? *En^ithid Bgid I have, 
long had little friendship tc^ether.’^ 

" It is even on that accounli that I am heiQejt” said Arthur. " I 
come to pay my homage^to^your Grace’s daughter, the Priuces^ 
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MtLtgnrei of Arnou, whom I and many tniO Englishmen regard still- 
as oiif Queen, though traitors hare usurped her title.” 

Alas, good youfli,” said Bend, “ I mijjit grieve for you, while I 
i^espect your loyalw and faith. Had ray dau^ter Margart^t ho©n of 
my mind, she had long sinee abandoned pretensions, which have 
drowned in seas of ^od the noblest and bravest of her adherents.” 

Tlie King seemedBbout to say more, but checked himself. " 

Go to my palace,” he said ; inquire for the Seneschal Hugh do 
Saint Oyr, he will give thee the means of seeing Margaret— that is, 
if' it be her will to see thee. If not, good English youth, return to 
my palace, and thou slialt have hospitable entertainment ; for a King 
who loves minstrelsy, music, and painting, is ever most sensible to 
the claims of honour, virtue, and loyalty ; and I read in thy looks 
Ihou art, possessed of these qualities, and willingly believe thou 
mayst, in more quiet times, aspire to share the honours of the joy- 
ous science.' But if thou hast a heart to be touched by the sense of 
beauty and fair proportion, it will leap within thee at the first sight 
of my palace, the stately gracd of which may be compared to tlie 
faultless form of some high-bred dame, or the artful, yet seemingly 
sinmle modulations of such a tune as we have been now composing.'' 

The King seemed disposed to take his instrument, and indulge the 
^outli with a rehearsal of the strain he iiad iust arranged; but 
Arthur at that moment experienced the painful internal feeling of 
that peculiar species of shame, whidh well-constructed minds feel 
when they see others express a great assumption of impo^ance, with 
9. confidence that they are exciting admiration, when in fact they are 
only exposing themselves to ridicule. Arthur, in short, took leave, 

in very shame,” of the King of Naples, both the Sicilies, and Jeru- 
salem, in a nj|miTer somewhat more abrupt than ceremony demanded. 
The King looked after hip, with some wander at this want of breed- 
fug, which, howevqi*, he imputed to his visitor’s insular education, 
again began to twangle fils viol.. 

^'The oldffool!” said Arthur; “.his daughter is dethroned, his 
lominions crumbling to pieces, his family on the eve of becoming 
extinct, his grandson driven from one lurKing-place to another, and 
spelled from his mother’s inheritance, — andlie can find amusement 
^ these fopperies! I thougiit him, with4iis long white beard, like 
[Nicholas Bonstetten ; but the old Swiss is a Solomon compared witji 
fim.” * 

^ As these and other reflections, highly disparaging to Kin^ Rend, 
ftassed through Arthur’s mind, he reached the pilace of rendezvous, 
iud found Tffiriebault beneath the steaming fountain, forced from 
mo of those hot springs which had been the delight of the Romans 
:rom an early period. Thieoault, having assurcdjps master (hat his 
retinae, horse and man, weiw as to be ready^n an in- 

stant’s call, reaqily undertook to guide nim to King Rend’s -palace, 
which, frora«a «mgularity, and indeed its beaiity of architecture, 
Icserved^the eulogifim which the old monarcfii^had hestowed upon it. 
The front consisted of three towers of Atoman architecture, two^ of 
them being placedvCm the angles of the palace, and the third, which 
solved the purpose of a mausoleum, fewuing a part of the group, 
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ihough Boraewliat detached from the other building. Thia last was 
a sifructure of beautiful proportions. The lower part of the edifice 
was 8(iiiare, bcrving as a^ort of pedestal to the upper part, which 
was ciVeiiLir, and surrounded by columns of uiassivo ^^rauite. The 
other two towers at the ati^les of tlio palace were round, and also 
ornamented with pill^trs, and with a double row of windows. In 
front of, and connected with, tliese Homan rciWins, to which a date 
has been assigned as early as tlic fifth or sixtii century, arose the 
ancient palju*e of <lio Cfiunls of J^roronco, built a century or two 
later, but wliore a rich Gothic or Moorihb front contrasted, and yet 
Imriiioiiised, with the more ro^ 4 uIar and massive architecture of the" 
lords of tlie world, ll is not more Ihiiu thirty or forty ;^cars since 
this very cnrioin’ I'eninant of aiitimie art was destioyed, to make 
room for new luihhc huildinj^s, which have never yet betni erected, 

Arllmr really ex]ierienced some sensation of tlie kind which the 
old Km^ had prophesied, and stood loukin^r with wonder at the 
evor-open irate of the palace, into which men of all kinds seimied to 
OTiter freely. After looking* around for a few minutes, the yopng 
Phiglishmati ascended the steps of a noble portico, and asked of a 
porter, as old and as lazy iis a g^rcat man’s domestic ought to be, for 
the seneschal named to him by the King. The corpulent janitor, 
with groat jiolitf*ness. put tlie stranger under the charge 4)f a page, 
who ushered him to a chamber, iu which he found another aged 
functionary <d‘ higher rank, with a cornel^' face, a clear compostMl 
eye, and a brow which, haviwg never been knit into gravity, iiitiinated 
that tlie senc&cliul of Aix was u prolicicMit in the idiilosophy of bis 
royal master, lie recognised Artlmr the moment lie addressed him. 

You speak northern French, fair sir; you have^lighter hair and 
a fiiirer complexion than the nafives of this country — Vow a^k after 
liucen ]Vlmgaiei~B> all these marks J read yon F<nglis]i — iler 
Grace of England is at liiis mou^^nt ].a\ing a \o\v at the monastery 
of Mont Saint Vicroiie, and if your iiamt‘ be Arthur I 

have commission to forward you to her ])re-ence ituinediatcly, — that 
is, as M»on as ;you have t.isied of the loyai pu>vi-»ion.” 

Tin' uumg man would ha\e reuioii stinted, but the Beuoscliul loft 
him no leisun*, 

“Meat and mass,” he %uid, never hindered work - it is porilo^> 
h) jouth to jouuiey too far on an empty stomach — he himself would, 
take u inoiitlFful with the (iueeii’s guest, and pledge him to bout inu 
flask of old Hermitage.” ^ 

The board was covered witU an alnerily wliicli showed that hospir 
(ality w^as familiarly exc'rei.scd in King fiend’s dominiona. Pastie. 9 , 
dishes of game, the gallant boar’s hen^j; and other delicacies, were 
idiweil (^1 the tabh', and the^sene.sehal played the merry host, fre- 
quently apologising (uniu*c« ffir Kho'wing nii indificrent ex- 

ample, as It w'as liiw duly to carve before Eh%g Ren4 and the good 
King was never pleased unless he saw him %ed'lii^ily as wc5l as 
Carve fently. * 

“ Hut for you, f-ir guest, «'eat freely, since you may not see food 
again till sl^l‘^et ; for the good Queen take»s hic^c misfortunes so to 
heait Unit sighs are lier food, and her tearo a bottle of drink. a.::4lie 
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' IWmisi faabh it But 1 betbi^k me >ou will need steeds for your- 
self and your equipage to reach Mont Saint Victoire» which w seresi 
milos from Aix 

Aifhui intimated tliat ho had a guide.and horses in attendance, 
ind beggtd pei mission to takt^ his adi<u The worthy senesehal, 
Ins fur round belly graced with a gold ebun, accompanied him to 
the gate aith a step, which a gentle tit of the gout h id icndered un 
certain but wliub^bc assured Arthui, would rwiish befou thiee 
di>'^ use of the hot sinings lliicbault ufipeared before the gate, 

S ot with the tiled steeds liom which thev had dismounted an hour 
fntc but with fiish pilfie-vs fioiii the st ible ot tiu King 

Ihcy «u >ouTs hom tIu moim nt >ou h i\t put foot in stirrup,” 
said llu sciuschil tlic ^^ool King Kcnc ncict leeeivcd hack os 
his projnrty i hoi st which he h id lent to a guest and that is ]>crhaps 
om reason wlo his Ili^hnc*^s and wt of h)s*honschold must walk 
ottin ifiot’ 

He 1 C the ftncscluil cxchinged giootmgswith hi voung \isifor, 
wli > rodt foith to sech Quten M ugirtts plicc of tcnipoi it> letiie 
Hunt il tin cclcbi lUd mon istciy of S tint Victoire lit dimauded 
of his guih in which diicction ii lay. who pnuttd, with in nn of 
tiinmplu to i mountain thicc thonsiml ft ct and upwaids m height, 
which uoH( at li\c oi six miles disttiiuc iiom the town and which 
Its liold ind iotk\ summit rcndeicd the most distniinu^hc d ob|cct of 
the liiidsc ipc 1 lin bmlf^pokc ot it with miusiul ^Icc and tncigy, 
so niiuh so ns t ) h id Aulim to conc(i\c tint his tiusty snunc had 
not nc^Ucted to avail himself of the lavish In spifahty or Li bon Rot 
Re tf Ihiihiiilt howcici continued to evpati itc» on the fame of the 
mountain uni mon istciy Tile's domed tluir name, he siid fiom a 
gn itcictoiv ^huh wasg nncdbyaBoinuir^cin tal n lined ( aio Mai lo, 
mist tw# huge iiu u < t S « lecns with ultramontane names (the 
'Iciitones piohably ind*Ciinhii) m gintitude to IKaveii foi which 
uUon Clio M ino \ »wcd lobutjl a iiuinvhtfi> on the inouutaiii foi 
fm of the Virgin M u\,in h n out ot whom he h id been hap 

tised W iTli ill tilt inipoi tsm < of a local coniioissc m, J imbauit piu 
(Ct d< d to ] io\( his (11 1 il as citioii bi I'ccifn fiets 

' \ondci In stni, ^‘wab tin cimp of tin Sai let ns, fiom which, 
when tin battle wi ni)j)iuntl> d enUd lluu wms and women 
nislicd, with bon ib]< senan-^ dislu velltfl )iau, and the gisiuiis of 
fin ns unci foi i tiiin pit>u)(d m blcpiung the huht of the miwl 
lit pointed out, to ) the iivci, foi acciss to whKn,«ciit off by the* 
supcnoi ilsliip of the Homans the biibarians, whom he cilled 

S nice ns haraidtu the « turn, and* whose stuams tliej cmpuinled 
with then blood Ii short lit me ntioiu d many cucumst Alice 8 which 
sh >wod how ICC urnte 1\ Itj edition will preserve the pirtuulars of 
imunt events even whilst foigc ttu»i^, niisst and Li>nfoimdiug 

cl il( s ind pels* ns 

I’ll ecu in «tlnt A ihm Ic iit him a not unwilling c ir, ftft it may 
h* snpposdli,tMi^ ^1 ediu ition of a > nith bi»d up in the heat of 
niilwais w IS fled weHU p diln d to < i itn tsf his n count of the wars 
otadi taiiL]) nod the 1^ lun^il win a hr hade kIi lusted this topic, 
die w up ch>sc te>*Jm nmste i i sidi and a keel, in a Huppicsscd tone» 
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whether he knew, or was desirous of hcInjE? made acquainted with, 
the cause of Margaret’s liavin^ left Aix, to cstaUiah nerself in the 
xnonaatery of Saint Victoirc ? 

“ For the accomplishment of a vow,” answered Arthur ; “ all tlie 
world knows itf ’ 

"All Aix knows the contrary,” said Thiebault; "and I can tell 
you the truth, so I were^sure it would not offend your sei^piorie.” 

" The truth can offend no reasonable man, so it be expressed in 
the terms of which Queen Margaret must be spoken in the presence 
of an Knglifehmaii.” 

Thus replied Arthur, willing to receive what information he could 
gather, and desirous, at the same time, to cheek the petulance of his 
attendant.” 

"I have nothing,” replied liia follower, " to state in disparagement 
of the gracious Queen, whose only misfortune is that, like her royal 
father, she has more titles than towns. Betides. I know well that 
you Englishmen, though you speak wildly of your sovereigns your- 
selves, will not permit others to fail in respect to them.” 

" Say on, then,” answered Ajfthur. 

"Your seignorie must know, then,” said 'I'hiebault, "that the 
good ICing lieud has been much disturbed by the deep melaneludy 
which afflicted Queen Margaret, and has bent himself with all bis 
power, to change it into a gayer humour. I le made eiitertaiumeiit>s 
in public and in private ; fie as‘^embled lAinstrels and troubadours, 
whose nuisic and poetry might have drawn Biuilcs from one on hi>> 
deathbed. The whole country resounded with mirth and glee, and 
the gracious Queen could not stir abroad in the most private manner 
but before she had gone a hundred paces, she lighted on an ambush, 
consibtiug of some pretty pageant, or festivous uiumrr^ry, composed 
often by the good King himself, which interrupted her ""»olitiide, in 
purpose of relieving her lioavy thoughts witl some pleasant pastime. 
But the Queen’s deep melancholy i: gccted all these modes of djanel- 
ling it, and at length she confined herself to her own apai'*tnK‘n?!f!«tii 
absolutely refused to see even ht*r royal father^ beeaujoo he generally 
brought into her presence those whose productions he thouglit likely 
to soothe her sorrow. Indeed she seemed to hear the harpers with 
loathing, and excepting one wandering KnglKlmian, wlio sung a 
rude and melancholy ballad, which threw lier into a flood of tears, 

. ana to whoni she gave a chain of price, slic never seemed to look at, 
or be conscious of the presence of an;y one. And at length, as I liave 
had the honour to toll your seignorie, slio ri*fu'»ed to sec oven her 
royal father unless lie came aloffe ; and that he found no heart to do ’ 

" 1 wonder not at it,” said the young man ; by the White Swan, 
I am rather surnri'^ed Ills mummery drove licr not to frenzy.” 

" Somctjiing lik<r»'t indeed tr^ok place ” snid Thiebault; "and 1 
will tell your seignorie liow it V*irr:^v-J. You must know that good 
King Rend, unwilling to abandon bis daugbt(*r to th(x.fonl fiend of 
melancholy, helhougat liini of making a grand ^You must 

know furtlier, that the Kibg, power! ul in all tlu‘ craft^of Tronuadours 
and Jongleurs, is held in peculiar esteem for conducting inAsterics*, 
and other of Ihoso gamesome and delightful spotts and processions. 
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wsfeh^Mcb oiir holy Church permits her OTaver t^remonies to be r^: 
iieyeil and dtrersifted, to the cheering of the hearts of all true children 
of religion. It is admitted that no one has ever been able tp anpro(&h 
his excellence in the arrangement of the F^te-Dieu ; and the tune 
to which the devils cudgel King Herod, to the great edificatibn of all 
Christian spectators, is of our good Kind’s r^al composition. Me 
hath dancod at l^arasconne in the ballet of ISaint Martha and the 
Dragon, and was accounted in his own person, the only actor com- 
petent to present the Tarrasque. His Mighne^ introduced also a 
^ew ritual into the consecration of the Boy Bisnop, and composed 
an entire set of grotesque music for the festival of Asses. In short, 
his Grace's strength lies in those pleasing and becoming, festivities 
which strew the path of edification with flowers, and send men danc- 
iug and singing on their way to Heaven. 

“ Now the good King Rend, feeling his own genius for such re- 
creative compositions, resolved to exert it to the utmost, in the hopo 
that he might thereby relieve the melancholy in which nis daughter 
was plunged, and which infected all that approached her. It chanced, 
some short time since, that the Queen was absent for certain days, 1 
know not where or on what business, but it gave the good King time 
to make liis preparations. So when his daughter returned, he with 
much importunity prevailed on her to make part of a religious proces- 
sion to Saint Sauveur, tlip principal church in Aix. The Queen, in- 
nocent of what was iutenoeu, decked herself with solemnity, to witness 
and partake of what she expected would prove a work of grave piety. 
But no sooner had she appeared on*the esplanade in front of the 
palace, than more than an hundred masks, dressed up like Turks, 
Jews, Saracens, Moors, and I know not whom besides, crowded around 
to offer her their homage, in the character of the Queen of Sheba ; 
and a grotesque piece of music called them to arrange themselves 
for a ludicrous ballet, ia which they addressed the Queen in the most 
^^t^Ttaining manner, and witli the most extravagant gestures. The 
IJueCTi, stunned with the noise, and affronted with the petuhuicc of 
this unexpected onset, would have gone back into the palace ; but 
the doors had been shut by the King's order so soon as she set forth ; 
and her retreat in that direction was cut off. Finding herself ex- 
r eluded from the palace, the Queen advar^ed to the front of the facade, 
and endeavoured by signs and words to appease the hubbub, but th<5 
maskers, who had their instructions, only answered with songs, musi<? 
iiiul shouts.’* • 

“ 1 would," said Arthur, “ there had been a score of Englisli yoo* 
ni(‘n in presence, with their quarter-staves, to teach the baw'ling 
villains respect for one tliat has worn the crown of England ! " 

“ All the noise that wjks made before was silence and soft musio,” 
continued Tliiehault, “ till t hat , whe n the gSBd KingAirasOlf ap- 

pcrarccl, grotesquely dresseu itflJlRfCharactcr of King Solomon 

“ To whoaij of all princes, he has the le^t resemblance," said 
Artliur— v # 

WTth such capera'and gesfrculaiiqna of •welcome to the Queen of 
Sheba, as, I am assured by those who saw it, would have brought a 
i^oad man alive rtgain, or killed a living man with laughing. Among 
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other propevtieBi he had in his hand a truncheon^ eomewbal formed 
like a foots bauble — 

A most fit sceptre for sueh a soYereign," wid Aithnr--— 

Wliich was headed*’* continued Thiebatilt, ** by a model of the 
Jewish Temple, ‘finely g^ded and cefionsly out in pasteboard. He 
managed this with the utmost ^ace^ and delightea every spectator 
by his gaiety and activity, excepting the Queen, who, the more he 
skipped and capered, seemed to be the mdVe incensed, until, on his 
approaching her conduct her to the procesbion, she seemed roused 
to a sort of frenzy, struck tlie truncheon out of his hand, and, breaks- 
ing througYi the crowd, who felt as if a tigress had leapt amongst 
them from a showman’s cart, rushed into the royal courtyard. ^ Krc 
the order of the scenic representalioii, which her violence had inter- 
rupted, could be restored, the Queen again issued forth, mounted 
and attended by tvvo or three English cavaliers of her Majesty’s 
suite. She forced her way through the crowd, witliout regarding 
either their safety or her own, flew like a hailstorin along th«‘ streets, 
and never drew bridle tilhshe was as far up this same Mount Saint 
Victoire as the load would permit. She was then received into the 
convent, and has since remained there ; and a vow c»f penance is the 
pretext <o cover over the quaiTcl betwixt her and her father/’ 

** How hmg may it be,” said Arthur, since those things chanced ? 

It Isbut uirec days since Queen Margttf*6t left Aix in the manner 
I have told you. — But we are eoioe as fur up as the mountain as men 
usually ride. See, yonder is the moimstery rising he^twixt two huge 
rocks, wiiich form tlio very top of Mount Haint Victoire. There ia 
no more open ground than is afforded by the cleft, into which the 
convent of 8aiii( Mary of Victory is, as it were, niched; and the 
access is guarded hy the most dangerous nrecipipeH. ascend the 
mountain. >on must keep that narrow path which, windin^^'and turn- 
ing anunig the cliffs, leads at length to thc'snmmit of the hill, and 
tlie gate of the monastery.” • 

^‘And what bccoun's of you and the horses ?” .said Arthur. 

“ We M'ill rest,” said Thfehanlt, in the hospital maintained hy the 
good fathers at the bottom of the mountain^ foi the accoinmodatihn ol 
those who attend on pilgiiin-» for I promise you the shrine h visited 
by many who come from ufHr,*nnd are attended bolli by man and 
lui^se. — Care not for me,- I sliall be firM under cover; hut there 
* nni^ter yonder in thcyv'Cftt some threatening clouds, from w'hicli 3"OUi 
seignone may suffer inconvenience, utdess you reacli the convent in 
time. 1 will give yon an hourly do the feat, and will ‘•ay you are as 
active as a chamois-hunter, if you reacli it within th<‘ time.” 

Arthur looked around him, and did indeeul remark a mustering ol 
clouds in tlje di*>laiU west, which threatened soon to cliange the 
ehuracter dtyr/Nvhich hiid^tiUmrtf^ been brilliantly clear, and 

so sereins that the nillingof a l^?iTfnJglii have been lieard. He there- 
fore turned him to ijie stec'p and ro<‘ky path wtnek^isjcnded the 
rnonntam, sometimes by or'aling a1ni||^l |lreci])jroua Foek-VanuJ suide- 
limes ]>y reacli ingtbeir fons by a moi^* Circuitous process. It W’imled 
Ibiough thickets of wild boxwood and other lo'^' promatic shrubs, 
which afforded some nasturc.for tho muiintaiu o*ints. hut were a 
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bitter anndyane^ io th^ traveller who had to preim throaffh theai« 
Such obstacles were so frequent^ that the full hour alloweu by Thte- 
bault had elapsed before ho stood on the summit of Mount Saint 
Victoire, and in front of the sinipilar cSnvent of thg same name. 

Wo have already said that the crest of tho mountain, consisting: 
entirely of one bare and solid rock, was divided by a cleft or opening 
into two heads or peaks, between wliich the convent was built, occupy- 
all tho space between them» The front of the building was of 
the most ancient and sombre cast of the old Gothic, or rather, as it 
has boon termed, the Saxon; and in that respect corresponded with 
tho savage exterior of the naked cliffs, of which the structure seemed 
to make a part, and by which it was entirely surrounded, excepting 
a ainaJl open space of more level j^round, whore, at the expense of 
nmcli toil, and by carrying earth up the hill from different spots, 
where they could collect it in bmuil quantities, the good fathers tiad 
boon able to arrange the accommodations of u garden, 

A bell buminonod a la> -brother, the porter of this singularly situ- 
ated monastery, to whom Arthtir aninxmced himnelf as an Englisli 
merchant, IMjilipson by name, who came to pgy his duty to Queen 
Margaret. The porter, with tmich resjioct, showed the stranger into 
the convent, and ushered him into a parlour, wliich, looking towards 
Aix. coininanded an extensive and splendid prospect over th^ 
Bontlieni and western parts of l^rovonce. This was the direction in 
wliich Arthur had apiiroached thf inouutaiu from Aix; but the cir- 
cuitous path by which he had a^^cei^ded had completely carried bim 
round tlie liilL Tlie western side of tho inomistory, to wliich tho 
parlour looked, coiuiiiandcd the noble \icw we have nientioned; and 
a species of balcony, which, coiiuecliufif tho two twin crags, at this 
place noJ^atfb>e four or five yards asiiiiatu', ran along the trmit of the 
huilihngraiid appeared to be constructed fur the imrposo of enjoying 
it. Jlnt on BteppiTigTroni one <>** tho windows of the parlour upon 
'■’fldflsbattlomented Iwirlisau, Arthnr lH***auie awaie that tlio w'all on 
which tile parapet rested sirciched along the edge of a piccipice, 
which sunk sheer down live hmulrcd feet at Ica'-t from tho foimda- 


tioin of the cimvcnt. Snipri‘-cti audsUutkd tii finding himself on 
so giddy a verge, Arthur tuiind his eyes from tho gulf beneath him 
to admire the distant jaml-cupc, panl.y Wlumiiied, with ouiinous lustre, 
by the now westerly sun. The setting beams showed in da^ red 
<«l)lendoiir a va-^t vaiiety of hill and dale, chain painn and cultivati*d 
grouiui, with town.s, churches, and tasiles, some of wliich lose from 
«uu>ng trees, while others j-ccm#d founded on rocky eminences; 
Ollier-* again lurked by the Hdo of btreains or lakc'i, to which the 
heat and di ought of the climate naturally attracted them. 

I'lie re-sl oi tho laiulsciqK''. ]n'Osent«‘u sii^lar objects when the 
weather \v:m serono, hut ren(Icx‘ed iiuli.#iuct, or alto- 

goilicr ohlUerated, by the HiHleii shade of the tipproaclftng clouds, 
wliicli gigdnallv spread over great part of thcaliorizon, and throatenra 
altogether* to. cftipv* tho soil though fiic lord of tho horizon still 
atrusigh d to iiiaiiitaiii his iimuenca, niid,*like a d^ing hero, seemed 
most glorious ,0^011 iu the moment of defeat. Wild somid.s like 
groans and howls, foxmied hy the wiad iu the numerous caverns of 
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the toeW mniintaifif added to the terrors of the scene, and seemed 
to the fury of some distant storm, tbon^h the air inj^eneral 

wtiiB even nnnaturally calm. and breathless. In gazin^^on this extri^ 

. ordinary scene, ^rthur did justice to the monks who had chosen this 
,„w2d and notesmie situation, from which tliCy. could witness Nature 
■ in her wilaest and grandest demonstrations, and compare the nothing- 
ness of humanity with her awful convulsions. 

So xQUch was Arthur awed by the scene before him that he had 
^ ^mest forgotten, while gazing from the bartisan, the important 
business which had brought him to this place, when it was suddenly 
reeall^ by finding liimself in the presence of Margaret of Anjou, who, 
:not seeing him in the parlour of reception, had stept upon the bal- 
- cony^ that she might meet with him the sooner. 

The Queen’s dress was black, without any ornament except a gold 
coronal of an inch in breadth, restraining her long black tresses, of 
' iwhich advimeing years and misfortunes had partly altered the huo. 
Tliere was placed within the circlet a black plume with a red rose, 
43ie last of the season, which the good father who kept the garden 
had presented to hejj that morning, as the badge of her husband’s 
house. Care, fatigue, and sorrow, seemed to dwell on her brow and 
her features, . To another messenger she would, in all probability, 
have administered a sharp rebuke, for not being alert in bis duty to 
receive her as she entered ; but Arthur’s age and appearance cor- 
responded with that of her loved and lost son. He was the. son of a 
lady whom Margaret had loved with almost sisterly affeotion, and the 
presence of Arthur continued to excite in the dethroned Queen the 
same feelings of maternal tenderness which had been awakened on 
tbeir first meeting in the Cathedral of Strasburg. She raised him 
4is he kneeled at her feet, spoke to him with muen kindfiesp^ and en- 
couraged him to detail at full length his father’s message ’and such 
other news as fais brief residence at Dijon had' made liim acquainted 
with. “ 

She demanded which way Duke Cliarlea had moved with his army. 
“ As I was given ^understand by the master of bis artillery,” said 
Arthur, “ towards tlm Lake of Neiifchatel, on which side he proposes 
his first attack on the Swiss.” 

“The headstrong fool! ” said Queen Margaret, — he resembles the 
poor lunatic, who went to the summit of the mountain, that lie might 
meet the rain half way — Does thy father then,” continued Margaret, 
*• advise me to give up the last remains of the extensive territories, 
jonce the dominions of our royal House, and for some thousand 
crowns, and the paltry aid of a few hundred lances, to relinquish 
>yhat is left of our patrimony to our proud <ind selfish kinsman of 
Burgundy, who extends his claim to our all, hind affords so little help, 
or even prouise of h^ in returnf>rii 

“I sliou?;! have ill discharged my father’s commission,” said Arthur, 
“ if I had left your Highness to think that ho recomnaendf, so great 
a sacrifice. lie feels most ^lecply the Duke of BurJfiipdyV grasping 
desire of dominion. Neverthel^s,he thinks that Provence must, on 
King Ilend’s death, or sooner, fall either to the ^hare of Duke 
Charles, or to Louis of Franc^z whatever opposition your Highness 
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nifty make to such a destination ; and it may be that my fiiiheri as a 
knight and as a soldier, hraes much from ohtaiiiin^^ the means to 
make another attempt on Britain. But the decision must rest with 
your Highness/’ , 

Toung man," said the Queen, the contemplation of a question 
so doubtful almost deprives me of reason*! ” 

As she woke, she sunk down, as one who needs rest, on a stone* 
seat plaeea on the very verge of the balcony, regardless of the storm^ 
which now began to rise with dreadful gusts of wind, the course ol 
which being intermitted and altered by the crags round which thej 
howled, it seemed as if in very deed Boreas, ana Buras» and Oaurus< 
unchaining the winds from every quarter of heaven, were contending 
for mastery around the convent of our Lady of Victory. Amid this 
tumult, and amid billows of mist which concealed the bottom of the 
precipice, and masses of clouds which racked fearfully over their 
heads, the roar of the descending waters rather resembled the fall 
of cataracts than the rushing of torrents of rain. The seat on which 
Margaret had placed herself was in a considerable degree sheltered 
from the storm, but its eddies, varying in every direction, often tossed 
aloft her dishevelled hair; and we cannot describe the appearance 
of her noble and beautiful, yet ghastly and wasted features, agitated 
strongly by anxious hesitation and conflicting thoughts, unless to 
those of our readers who have had the advantage of having seen our 
inhnitable Siddons in such a chafbeier as this. Arthur, confounded 
by anxiety and terror, could only be^ech her Majesty to retire befoi't. 
the fury of the approaching storm, into the interior of the convent. 

she replied with firmness; “roofs and walls have cars, and 
monks, though they have forsworn the world, are not tlie less curi- 
ous to It^o# what passes beyond their cells. It is in this place you 
must hear what 1 have to say ; as a soldier, you should scorn a blast 
of wind or a shower or rain; and to me, who have often held couiiso] 
the sound of trumpets and clohh of arms, prompt for instanl 
fight, the war of elements is an unnoticed txifle. 1 tell thee, young 
Arthur Vere, as 1 would to your father — as I would to my son— il 
indeed Heaven had left such a blessing to a wretch forlorn ’’ 

She paused, and then proceeded. 

“ 1 toll thee, as I would have told nty beloved Edward, that IMar 
garet, whose resolutions were once firm and immovable as J^hcM 
rocks among which we arc placed, is now doubtfi^ and variable in 
the clouds which arc%*iftiiig around us. I told your fatlicr, in the 
joy of meeting once more a subjeet of such inappreciable loyalty, 
the sacrifices 1 would make to assure the assistance of Charles oJ 
Burgundy to so gallant an undertaking as that proposed to him bj 
the faitbful Oxford. Bbt since 1 saw him Iljave had cause of deei 
reflection. I met my aged only to onend, audf I say it witi 

shame, to insult the old man in "presence of his people. • Our tem 
pers are^sAmposed as the sunshme, which mshort time since gilde< 
a sei;pne And ^bautjful landscape, differ from the tempests whicl 
are now wasung it. I spurned with open scorn and contempt wha 
ho, in his mist5.ic^n affection, had devised for means of conaolatipu 
i^and, disgusted wiA the idle follies wj;iich he had devised for curing 
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thetflieljmiholy of a dethroned Qaeen, a widowed 
a, childless tnother— -I Tetired hither from tfie noisy and idle SDirOi^ 
Which was the bitterest aff^avation of my sorrows. Such and so: 
Wrotle is Rend% temper, that even my nnlilml conduct will not 
^Winisli iny influence over him ; and if your father had announced 
that the Duke of Burgundy) like a knight and a sovereijp^u, h|id cor- 
dially and nobly entered into the plan of the fttithtul Oxford, I could 
have found it in my heart to obtain tlie cession of territory hia cold 
and ambitious policy requires, in order to insure the assistance which 
he now postpones to afford till he has jCfratifled his own hau^h^ 
humour by settling needless quarrels urith his unoffending weigh- 
^ bours. Since I have been here, and calmness and solitiule have 
given me time to reflect, 1 have thought on the offences 1 have given 
Ibe old man, and on the wrongs 1 was about to do him. My father, 
let me do him justice, is also the father of his people. They have 
dwelt under their vines and fig-trees, in ignoble ease, perhaps, but 
free from oppression and exaction, and their happiness has been 
that of their good King. Must 1 change all this f — Must 1 aid in 
taming over tiiese contented people to a fierce, headlong, arbitrary 
prince? — MfW I not break even the easy and thouglitless heart of 
my poor old mther, should 1 succeed in urging him to do so ? — These 
are questions whiejj I shudder even to ask myself. On the other 
hand, to disappoint the toils, tlie veiiturous^hopes pf your father, to 
forego the only opportunity wliidii may ever again offer itself of 
revenge on the Woody traitoi;*^ of York, and r^toration of the 
House of Lancaster I — Arthur, the scene around us is not so con- 
vulsed by the fearful tempest and the driving clouds as my mind is 
by doulit and uncertainty.^’ 

“ Alas ” replied Artliur, I am too young and inexpefieq^ied to be 
. your Majesty’s adviser in a case so arduous, J. would my father had 
been in presence himself.^’ ^ 

“ I know what hq would have said,” replied the Queen ; 
knowing all, I despair of aid from human counsellors — havfe sought 
others, but they also are deaf to my entreaties. Yes, Arthur, Mar- 

f aret’s misfortunes have rendered her superstitious. Know that 
eiieath these rocks, and under tlie foundation of this convent, there 
runs a cavern, entering by a^ecret and defended passage a little to 
the westward of the summit, and running through the mountain, 
having an opening to the south, from which^as from this bartisan, 
yon can view the landscape so lately seen fr#i this balcony, or the 
strife of winds and confusion of«c}ouds which we now behold. In 
the middle of this cavernous thoroughfare is a natural pit, or per- 
foration, of ^reat, but unknown depth. A ^ne dropped into it is 



people, in their jargo», call this fearful gulf Lou Qaragcile ; and 
the traditions of the monq^ery annex wild amk fearful recollections 
^ a place in itself suflSciently •terrible. Oracles, it is said, spoke 
from thence in pagan days, by subterranean voices,* arising from the 
abyss ; and from these the Roman general is said to have heiprd, ii^ 
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fltrauge and un^outli rhymefis promises of the vietory ‘which giy^ 
;na&ie to this mountam. These oracles, it is averred, may he yet 
,)0oiisuUed after performance of strange ptes, in which heathen cere^ 
*iDoiiies are mixed with Christian acts of devotion. » The abbots of 
.Mont. Saint Victoire have denounced the consultation of Ijou Oarar- 
groulc ahd the spirits who reside there to be criminal. But as the 
sin may be expiated by presents to the Church, by masses, and pen- 
ances, the door is sometimes opened 1^ the complaisant fathers to 
Hiose whose daring curiosity leads them, at all risks, and by what- 
ever means, to search into futurity. Arthur, 1 have made the 
experiment, and am even now returned from the gloomy cavern, in 
which, according to the traditional ritual, I have spent six hours by 
the margin of the gulf, a place so dismal that, after its horrors, even 
this tenmestuous scene is refreshing." 

The Queen stopped^ and Arthur, the more struck with the wild 
tale, that it reminded him of his place of imprisonment at La Ferette, 
asked anxiously if her inquiries had obtained any answer. 

None whatever,” replied the unhappy Princess. “ The demons 
of Garagoule, if there be such, are deaf to the suit of an unfortunate 
wretch like me, to whom neither friends nor fiends will afibrd 
counsel or assistance. It is my fathers circumstances which pre- 
vent ray instant and strong resolution. Were my own claims on 
this piping and paltry nation of Troubadours alone interested, I 
coultf, for the chance of once more setting my foot in merry Eng- 
land, as easily and willingly resign tiiem and their paltry coronet, 
as I commit to the storm this idle emblem of the royal rank which I 
have lost. " 

As Margar^ spoke, she tore from her hair the sable feather and 
rose whiel^the tempest had detached fwim the circlet in which they 
were placed, and lossetktiiem from the battlement with a gesture of 
wild energy. They were instaidly whirled ofi’ hi a bickering edtly 
agitated clouds, which swept the feather far distant into 
empty space, through which the eye could not pursue it. But while 
that of Arthur involuntarily strove to follow* its course, a contrary 
Dfust of wind caught the red rose, and drove it back against his 
breast, so that it was ea?^ for liim to cat^h hold of and retain it. 

** Joy, joy, and good fortune, royal mistress !" he said, returning* 
bo her the emblematic flow^^'r ; the tempest brings bade the badge , 
:>f Lancjister to its proper owmer.” 

** I a^jcept the omen,” said Margaret ; ^'hut it concerns yourself^ 
noble youth, and not me. The Heather, which is bc»rne away to 
waste and deet»latiou, is Margaret's emblem. My eyes will never 
3ce the restoration of t^^* line of Lancaster. But you will live to 
behold it, atid to aid to achieve it, ayd to dye oia» red roscyieeper yet 
in the blood of tyrants and x\My thoughts are so strangely 

poised that a^eather or a flower may turn the scale. But^my head 
IS still giddy* ipy heart sick. — To-morrow Jou shall see another 
MargaAit, and ttil then, adieu.” * . 

It was time to retire, for the tempest began to be mingled with 
tercer showers t)f rain. When they re-entered the parlour, the 
Ekqeen clappeil her hands, and two feihale attendants entered* 
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’■' “Let tlie Fatliw Abbot know,” ebe said, “that it is our desire 
ttiat yoniig: grentleman receive for this night such hospitality 
as befits an esteemed friend of ours.— Till to-morrow, young sir. 

With a countenance which betrayed not the late emotion of her 
mind, and with ^ stately courtesy that would have become her when 
she graced the Imlls of Windsor, she extended her hand, which the 
you3i Siditled respectfulljr. After her leaving the parlour, the Abbot 
entered, and in h& attention to Arthurfs entertainment and accom- 
modatiou for the evening, showed his anxiety to meet and oboV* 
Queen Margarets wishes* 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

Want you a man 

rSaperienoed In the world and itH affairs ? 

Here he is for your purpOisc. lle*H a monk. 

He hath forsworn the world and all its work 
llie rather that he knows it passinfK well, 

Sjiiecial the worst of it, for he*s a monk. 

Old riay. 

I 

While the dawn of the moruin‘g was yet grey, Arthur was awakened 
by a loud ringing at the gate pf the monastery, and presently after- 
M^ards the porter entered the cell which had been allotted to him 
for ]iis lodgings, to tell him that, if his name was Arthur I^liilipson, 
abiv^ther of their order had brought him despatches from his father. 
The youth started up, hastily attired himself, and W«i3 jlptrodttccd, 
in the parlour, to a Carmelite monk, being of the same order with 
the community of St Victorie- 

I have ridden many a mile, youlig man, to present you wirti tte.'s 
letter,*' said the monk, having undertaken to your fatlicr that it 
should be delivered without demy* I came to Aix last night during 
the storm, and learning at tlio palace that you had' ridden hither,'! 
mounted as soon as the tempest abated, and here I am.” 

“ I am' beholden to youj father,” said the youth, “ and if I could 
repay your pains with a small donative to your convent ” 

“ By no means,” answered the good father ; I took my personal 
trouble out of friendship to your father, and mine own errand led 
me this way. TJie expenses of my long journey have been' amply 
provided for. But open your packet ; 1 can answer your questions 
at leisure.” 

The young man accordingly stepped fhto an embrasure of the 
window atW read as follows : — u * 

** Son Arthur, — Touching the state of the countrjfj fn so far as 
concerns the safety of travelling, know that the Sa.me is pre^rious. 
The Duke hath taken the towns of Brie and Qranson, and put to 
death five hundred men, whom he made prisoners in garrison there. 
But the Confederates are as»proacliing with a large force, and GrS 
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wiU jucig'e for the rig^bt. HowsocTor the game may go, tibese aM " : 
sharp wars, in which littiie anarter is spoken of on emier side, anft 
therefore, ^here is no safety for men of our profession, ^ something 
decisive shall happen. In the mean time, ^'ou may assure the widowed 
lady, that oar eorrespondent continnes well disposed to purd^^ the 
property which she has in hand; hut will scarce be able to pay the 
price till his present pressing affairB shall be settled, which Inope, 
will be in time to permit us to embark the fluids in the profitalm 
mlventure I told our friend of. I have employed a friar, trareiling . 
f I^rovenee, to carry tliis letter, which I trust will come safe. The. ; 
bearer may be trusted. . , 

Your affectionate father, 

“John PiiiIiIPson.” 


Arthur easily comprehended the latter part of the epistle, and 
rejoiced he had received it at so critical a moment. He questioned 
the Carmelite on the amount of the Duke’s am^, which the monk 
stated to amount to sixty thousand men, while he said the Confe- 
derates, though making eveiy exertion, bad not yet been able to 
assemble the third part of that number. The young FeiTand de 
Vaudemont was with their army, and had received, it was thought, 
some secret assistance from France ; but as he was little known in 
arms, and had few followt»rs, the empty title of General which ho 
bore, added little to the strength f^f the Confederates. Upon the 
whole, he reported, that every chanca appeared to be in favour of 
Charles, and Artlmr, who looked upon Ins success as presenting the 
only chance in favour of his father’s enterprise, was not a little 
pleased to find it insured, as far as depended on a great superiority 
pf force. ^I^had no leisure to make further inquiries, for the 
Queen atxhat moment^entered the apartment, and the Carmelite, 
learning her quality, withdrew fi;pm her presence in deep reverence. 

paleness of her complexion still bespoke the fatigues of the 
day preceOing; but as she graciously bestowed on Artliur the greet* 
ings of the morning, her voice was firm, her eye clear, and her 
countenance steady. ** I meet you,” she said, not as I left you, but 
determined in my purpose, I am satis^ed, tliat if JElenS aoes not 
■voluntarily yield up his throne of Provence, by some step Uko that 
which we propose, he will bo hurled from it by violence, in which, ^ 
it may be, his life will not be spared. We will, therefore, to work ‘ 
with all speed — the worst is, that I cannot leave tliis convent till 1 
have made the necessary penanbes fbr having* visited the Garagoule, 
without performing which, I were no Christian woman. Ayiieii you 
return to Aix, inquire a^ the x>ulacc for my secretary, with whom 
this line give you credence. J have, evc•^ before^ this door of 
hope opened to me, endcavo1ira:l*5>i, hrm on estimate of King Reiid’s ,, 
situation, anc^ collected the documents for that purpose, ^ell him 
.to send moi and under fitting chat^c, the small cabinet 

hoopednvitb silver. Hours of penance lof past errors may be cm- 
ploved to xirevciit others ; and, from Hie contents of that cabinet, I 
ahall learn whether 1 am, in this weighty matter, sacrificing my 
JitUer’s interests to my own Ualf-dcfewerate hones. ]^ut/)f this I 
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lofisve little or nO- doubt. 1 can eauae the deeds of resignation aiSd 
tranefes^ence to fee drawn up here under my own direction^ and 
the execution of them when I return to Aix, which shall be 
first moment after mf penance is concluded ” 

** And this letter, gracious madath/^ said Arthur, " will inform yon 
what erents are auproacliin^and of what importance it may be to 
take time by the forelock, Flace^ ine but in po^essiou of these mo- 
mentous deeds, and 1 will tnirel night and day till I reach the Duke’s 
Caotip. I shall find him most likely in the moment of rietory, and 
with his heart too much open to refuse a boon to the royal kinswo- 
man who is surrendering to him aU. We will — we must-4n such 
an hour, obtain prtncefy succours and we shall soon see if tlie 
licentious Edward of York, the savage Richard, the treacherous and 
pii^ured Clarence, are hereafter to be lords of merry England, or 
whether they must rive place to a more rightfhl sovereign and better 
man. But O! roym madam, all depends on haste/^ 

True— yet a few days may — ^nay, must— cast the die between 
Charles and his opponents ; and, ere making so great a surrender 
it were as well to be assured that he whom we would propitiate, is 
in capacity to assist us. All the events of a tragic and varied life 
have led me to see there is no such thing as an inconsiderable 
enemy. I will make haste, however, trusting in the interim we may 
have good news from the banks ^^f the lake at I^cufchateL” 

** But who shall be employed to di-aw these most important deeds ? ’’ 
said the young man. 

Margaret mused ere she replied — "The Father <5ua.rdian is com 
plaisant^ and I think faithful ; but I would not willingly repose con- 
fidence in one of the rroven 9 al monks. Stay, let tiai think — your 
father says the Carmelite who brought the letter may bf , trusted— 
he shall ao the turn. He is a stranger, and Will be silent for a piece 

of money. Farewell, Arthur de V'eS-e You 'vv'ill be treated Td|th 

hospitality by my father. If thou dost receive farther tkUngs; thou 
wilt let me know them ; or, should I have instructions to send, thou 
wilt hear from me — So, beiiedicite.” 

Arthur proceeded to wind down the mountain at a much quickerj 
pace than he had ascended on the day before. The weatlior wasj 
now gloriously serene, and the beauties of vegetation, in a country 
where it never totally slumbers, were at once delicious and refresh- 
ing. His thodghts wandered from the crags of Mont St Victorie, 
to the cliff of the canton of Upterwaldcn, and fancy recalled tlic 
moments w^hen his walks through such scenery were not solitary, but 
when there was a form by Jiis side, wliosfi simple beauty was en- 
graved on his memory. Such thoughts'-were of a preoccupying 
nature ; aip| I grieve^to say that ;ybgv entirely drowned the recollec- 
tion of the mysterious caution given him by his father, intimating 
that Arthur might iv;)t be able to comprehend such^ietters as he 
should receive from him till they were warme^ befofe am-e. „ 

The first thing which reminded him of this singular caution was 
the RCeing a chafing-dish of charcoal in the kitclmu,of the hostelrie 
at the bottom of the mount|^in, where he found ’rhiebault and hU"* 
horses. This was the first fire which he had scon siiiccM'eqoiving. 
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letter, aM it reminded hint not urinhturaDy of what the 
Earl had recommended. Great was his surprise id see that, after 
exposing^ the paper to the fire as if to dry it, a word emerged in ati 
important passag^e of the letter, and the cdncludiii^words now read 
— The bearer may not be trusted/^ Well-iiiffh choked with ^lame 
and yexatioD, Arthur could think of no other remedy than instantly 
to return to the conven^ and acquaint the ^een with this dis- 
covery, which he hoped still to convey to her in time to prevent any 
^isk feing' incurred py the Oarmelite^s treachery. 

Incensed at himself, and eager to redeem his fault, he bent his 
manly breast against the steep liill, which was probably never scaled 
in BO short time as by the yotmg heir of De Vei-e ; for, within forty 
minutes from his commencing the ascent, he stood breathless and 
panting in the presence of Queen Margaret, whb was surprised 
at his appearance and hi^ e:idiausted condition. ' 

“Trust not the CaTmelite ! " he exclaimed — **Tou arc betrayed, 
noble ^neen, and it is by my negligeiice. Here is my dagger— bid 
me strike it into my heart ! ” 

Margaret demanded and obtained a more special explanation, and 
when it was given, she said, “ It is an unhapny chance : but your 
father’s instructions ought to have been more aistinct. 1 have told 

J fonder Carmelite the pmmose of the contracts, and engaged with 
lim to draw«them. He has but now left me to serve at tlie choir. 
There is no withdrawing the confidence I have unhappily placed ; 
but I can easily prevail with the Eifther Guardian to prevent the 
monk from leaving the convent till we are indifferent to his se- 
cresy. It is our best chance to secure it, and we will take care 
that what ino^nvenience he sustains by his detention shall be well 
recompen^d. Meanwhile, rest thou, good Arthur, and undo the 
throat of thy mantle. Poor youth, thou art well-nigh exhausted with 
tV.y hapte.” * 

Artuur •obeyed, and sat down on a seat in the parlour r for the 
speed which he had exerted rendered him almost incapable of 
standing. 

“ If 1 could but see,” he said, “ the false monk, I would find a way 
to charm him to secresy ! ” * 

“ Better leave him to mo said the Queen ; “ .and in a word, 1 for- 
bid you to meddle with him. The coif can treat J^etter with the 
cowl than the casque can do. Say no more of him. I joy to sec 
you wear around your neck the hoig relic I best<»wed on you ; — but 
what Moorish charmlet is that you Avoar beside it ? Alas I 1 need 
not ask. Your heightened colour, almost as deep as when you eu- 
tereil a quarter of an houf lienee, confesses a tme-Iove token. Alas ! 

e oor boy, hast thou not oiity {uxeh^.share of Thy countiy’s woes to 
ear, but also tbine own load or atfiictiou, not the less poigfiant now 
that fiitur%tui[*^wili show thee how fantasti<> it is ! Margaret of 
Anjou ooulmon^ Tiave aided wherever thy.affections Avere placed ; 
but now she can only contribute to tho misery of her friends, not- to 
their happiness. • But this lady of the charm, Arthur, is she fair^ia 
fhe wise and virtuous— is she of noble ‘hirth— and does tdie love ? 
She^ieru^i^d Ids countenance with the glance qf uu eagle, and con- 
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tinucd, “ To all, lliou wouHst answer Yes, if shamefacodness per- 
imtted thee. Love her th^ in turn, my gfallant boy, for love is the 
parent of brave actions. C^p, my noble youth — ^hifjh-born and loyal, 
valorous and virtuous, enamoured and youthful, to what mayest 
thou not rise? The chivalry of ancient Europe only lives in a 
bosom like tlune. Go, and let the praises of a Queen fire thy bosom 
with the love of honour and achievement. In three days we meet 
at Aix.” 

Arthur, hig:hly gratified with the Queen’s condescension, onc^ 
more left her presence. 

Returning down the mountain with a speed very different from 
that which he had used in the ascent, he a^ain found his Provenyal 
squire, who had remained in mudi surprise at witnessing the con- 
fusion in which his master had left the inn, almost immediately after 
ho had entered it without any apparent haste or Agitation. Arthur 
explained his hasty return by alleging he had forgot his purse at the 
convent. ‘"Nay, in that case,” said Thiebault, “considering what 
you left and where you left it, I do not wonder at your speed ; 
though, our Lady save me, as I never saw living creature, save a 
goat wdth a wolf at his heels, make his way over crag and briers 
with half such rapidity as you did.” 

They reached Aix after about an hour's riding, and Arthur lost 
no time in waiting upon the goqd King Kend, who gaye him a kind 
reception, both in respect of the letter from the Duke of Burgundy, 
and m consideration of his being an Englishman, the avowed sub* 
ject of the unfortunate Margaret The macable monarch soon for- 
gave his young guest the want of complaisance witli which he bad 
eschewed to listen to his compositions ; and Arthur jppeedily found 
that to apologise for his want of breeding in that particular was 
likely to lead to a great deal more rehearsing tluin he could find 
patience to tolerate. He could only avoid the old King’s cxtrcinc 
desire to recite his own poems, and perform his own mnsic,<)y e7i- 
gaging him in speaking of his daughter Margaret. Arthur Imd 
been sometimes induced io doubt tjSe influence which the Queen 
boasted herself to possess over her aged father ; but on being ac- 
quainted with him persoiiadly, he became convinced that her power ^ 
fill understanding and violent passions inspired the feeble-minded 
and passive King with a mixture of pride, affection, and fear, which 
united to ffive<lier the most ample authority over him. 

Althou^i slie had parted with him but a day or two since, and in 
a manner so ungracious on her^’side, Rend was as much overjoyed 
at hearing of the probability of her speedy return, as the fondest 
father could have been at the prospect of Ubing reunited to the most 
dutiful chij,d, whom tee had not s^een foj years. The old King was 
impatien^as a boy for the day of hlfrsin’ival, and, still strangely un- 
enlightened on the dj^efcnce of her taste from his owik, he was with 
difficulty induced to lay aride a project of meetinat-k^V iaOic charac' 
ter of old Palemon, — • ' ’ * 

Tlie prince of shepherds, and tlieir prid,?/’^ 

at the hcaikof an Arcadian liroccssioii of hviudIis and swains, to iiin 
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fipirc whoso choral lUnces tmd songs, every pine and tamhonvinc in 
the coxmtry was to be placed in reejuisition. Even the old scneschnl, 
hoxvever, intimated his disapprobation of this species of jayeiise cn- 
tr^e; so that Ben^ sufiered himself at length to he persuaded that 
the Queen was too much occupied by the religious impressions to 
ivhicli she had been of late exposed, to receive any agreeable sensa- 
tion from sights or sounds of levity. The King gave way to reasons 
wliich he could not syranatfaise with; and thus Margaret escaped the 
shock of weloome, which would perhaps have driven her in her im- 
‘^latience back to the mountain of Saint Victoire, and the sable cavern 
of Loll Garagoule. 

During the time of her absence, the days of the court of Provence 
were employed in sports and rejoicings of every description ; tilting 
at the barrier with blunted spears, riding at the ring, parties for 
hare-hunting and falcomy, fpequented by the youth of both sexes, in 
the company of whom the King delighted, while the evenings were 
consumed in dancing and music. 

Arthur could not but be sensible^ that not long since all this would 
have made him^'perfectly happy; bat the last months of bis existence 
had developed lus understanding and passions. He was now initi- 
ated in the actual business of human life, and looked on its amuse- 
ments with an air of something like contempt ; so that among the 
young and gay nobleBse,Vlio composed this merry court, he acquired 
the title of the youthful philosopher, which was not bestowed upon 
him, it maybe supposed, as inferring anything of peculiar complinieiit«. 

On the fourth day news were received, by an express messenger, 
that Queen Margaret would enter Aix before the hour of noon, to 
resume her residence in her father’s palace. The good King llend 
seemed, ^ it drew nigh, to fear the interview with his daughter as 
much as lie had previously desired it, and contrived to make all 
around him partake of his fidgety anxiety. He tormented his steward 
and aooks to recollect what dishes they had ever observed her to taste 
of with approbation — he pressed the musicians to remember the tunes 
which she approved, and when one of them boldly replied he had 
never known her Majesty endure any strain with patience, the old 
monarch threatened to turn him out ofjliis service for slandering the 
‘ taste of Iiis daughter. The banquet was ordered to be served at half- 
past eleven, as if accelerating it would have had the least affect Upon, 
hurrying the arrival of the expected guests; and tlie old King, 
with his napkin over his arm, traversed the hall from window to 
window, wearying every one with^questions, whetlier they saw any- 
thing of the Queen of Engbind. Exactly as the bells tolled noon, 
the Queen, with a veiy huitUl retinue, chiefly English, and in mourn- 
ing habits like herselr, ro^ into jthe town Aix. Kjiig Rend, at 
the head of his court, faime^ not to descend from the ^-ont of his 
stately palf^^e, and move along the street to meet his daughter. 
Lofty, piKUid* jealous of incurring yididhle, Margaret was not 
pleased with this public greeting in the market-place. But she was 
desirous at present to make amentls for her late petulance, and 
therefore she defended from her palfrey ; and although something 
shocked at peeing Bend equipped wfth a napkin, she Iwmbled herself 
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Id beiid the knee to him^ askin^^ at once liis blessings and forg^e- 
nees. 

** Thou hast— thou hast mj blessin^> my BuS^nug dove/' said tiu 
simple King to t^ie i>roudest®and most imjbaticnt princess that evei 
wept for a lost crown.— And for Ih^^araon* how canst thou ask it 
who never didst me an offence since Grod niade me father to so gra 
' cious a child ? — Rise, I say rise— nay, it is for me to ask thy pardoi 
—True, I said in my ignorance, and thought within myself, that mj 
heart had indited a goodly thing — ^but it vexed thee. It is therefore foi 
me to crave pardon.*’ — ^And down sunk good King Rend upon botf 
knees ; and the people, who are usually captivated with anything 
resembling the trick of the aoene, applauded with much noise, ant 
some smothered laughter, a situation in which the royal daugiiter anc 
lier parent seemed about to rehearse the scene of the Romw Oharity 

Margaret, sensitively alive to sham.e> and full}'^ aware t)iat hej 
present position was sufficiently ludicrous in its publicity at^ least 
signed sharply to Arthur, whom she saw in the King’s suite, ^ tc 
come to her ; and using his arm to rise, she muttered to him aside 
and in English, — “To wliat saint shall I vow myself, tliat I maj 
preserve patience when I so much need it I 

“ For pity’s sake, royal madam, recall your firmness of mind am! 
composure,” whispered her esquire, who felt at the moment more 
embarrassed than honoured by his distinguished office, for lie coulc 
feel that the Queen actually trenfbled wim vexation and impatience 

They at length resumed their route to the palace, the father anc 
daughter arm in arm, a posture most agreeable to Margaret, wlic 
could bring herself to endure her father’s effusions of tenderness 
ami the general tone of his conversation, so that he was not over- 
heard by others. In ll|e same inamier, she bore laudable 
I>atiencc the teasing attentions wliicli he addressed to her at tabic 
noticed some of his particular couji^iers, ini^uired after others, lec 
t]ic way to liis favourite subjects of conversation on poetry, paifi ting 
and music, till the good King was as much delighted with the un- 
W'onted civilities of his daughter, as ever was lover with the ffivour 
able confessions of his mistress, when, after years of warm court* 
.ship, the ice of lier bosom ig,at length thawed. It cost the ha?ightj 
Margaret an efibrt to bena herself to play this part — her pride re- 
, bulc\;d her for stooping to flatter her father’s foibles, in order tc 
bring him ove» to the resignation of his dominions — ^yet havine 
undertaken to do so, and so much having boon already haicarded 
upon this sole remaining chance«of success in an attack upon Eng- 
liiiiil, she saw or was willing to see, no alteriubtive. 

Betwixt the banquet, and tlie ball by wljjch it was to be followed, 
the Queen ^iought an«gpportuuity^of speaking to Arthur. 

“ Bad news, my sage counsellor,^’ sha shid. “ The Carmelite never 
returned to the convent after the service was over. Hj.ving learned 
that you had come bat^k in great haste, be had, I spgpnsencoucluded 
ho might stand in suspicibn, so Iiq left the convent of Mont Saint 
Victoire.” 

‘‘ Wc must hasten the measures which your Mtyesity has resolved 
to adopt,” ar^wered Arthur. ‘ 
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“I will speak with ray father to-morrow. Meanwhile, you rauat 
enjoy the pleasures of the evening, for to you they may be pleasures* 
—Young lady of Boisgelin, I give you this cavalier to be your partner 
for the evening,” * • 

The black-eyed and pretty Provcn$ale curtsied with due decorum, 
and glanced at the handsome young Englishman with a.u eye of 
approbation ; but whether afraid of lua character as a philosopher, 
or his doubtful rank, added the saving clause, — “If my mother 
approves.” 

> ^Ydur 



a flower even on the roughest road.^ 

Arthur acquitted himself so well during the evening, that perhaps 
the young Countess was only sony that so gay and handsome a gm- 
lant limited his compliments and attentions within the cold bounds 
of that courtesy enjoined by the rules of ceremony. 


CllAPTEJi XXXTL 

For I have riveo hen; mji full consent. 

To Ttndeck the {lompous body of a kin^. 

Make glory base, nod sovereignty a slave, 

Proud Majesty u subject, state a peasant. 

RieJuitd If. 

The next day opened a grave scene. King Kcne had not for- 
gotten to arrange the pleasure^ of the day, wiR ii, to Ids laa ror and 
^liscotifitpre, Margaret demanded an interview' upon serious busi- 
ness. ir tliere was a proposition in the world wliich llend from his 
soul detested, it was any that related to the very name of busiiiess. 

“ What was it that Ins child wanted ?” he said. “ Was it money ? 
lie would give her whatever ready sunv lie had, tliough he owned 
‘‘his exchequer was somewhat bare*; yet he had received his income 
for the season. It was i n thousand crowns. How much shotiM he, 
desire to be paid to her?— the half— three parts^-or the whole? 
All was at licr command.” 

“ Alas, my dear father,” said Mtirgarct, “ it. is not my affairs, but 
your own, on which 1 desire to speak with you.” 

“ If the affairs are miio,” said Rend, “ 1 am surely nnister to put 
them off to another day — soip^ miny duJ4» day, fit no -better 
purpose. See, my love, tlio hawking pjirty are all on their steeds 
and ready— -ilie horses are neighing and pawing— the- gaiiants and 
maidens mourTta^ ready witli nawk pn fitt — Uie spaniels strug- 
gling fh the leash. It were a sin, with wind and weatuer to friend, 
to lose so lovely a morning,” 

1 Branslo, In Engiuh, brswl,^ species of dance. « 
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** Let them ride their way,” said Queen Margaret, " and find their 
sport ; for the matter I have to speak concerning involves honour 
and rank, life and means o£»Uving. 

**Nray, but I iiave to hear and judge between Calezon and John 
of Acqua Mortis, the two most celebrated Troubadours.” 

^'Postpone their cause till to-morrow,” said Margaret, " and dedi- 
cate an hour or two to more important affairs*” 

^ If you are peremptory,” replied King Rend, ^*you are aware, my 
diild, 1 cannot say you nay.” 

And with reluctance he gave orders for the hawkers to go on and 
follow their sport, as he could not attend them that day. 

The old King then suffered himself, like an unwilling greyhound 
withheld from tlie chase, to be led into a separate apartment. To 
ensure privacy, Margaret stationed her secretary Mordaunt, with 
Arthur, in an antechamber, giving them orders* to prevent all in- 
trusion. 

“Nay, for myself, Margaret,” said the good-natured old man, 
“ since it must be, I consent to be nut au secret ; but why keep old 
Mordaunt from taking a walk in this beautiful morning ; and why 
prevent young Arthur from going forth with the rest ? 1 promise 
you, though they term him a philosopher, yet he showed as light a 
pair of heels last night, with the young Oouutoss de Boisgelin, as any 
gallant in Provence.” 4 

“They are come from a country,” said Margaret, “in whic^ 
men are trained from infancy to prefer their duty to their plea- 
sure.” 

The poor King, led into the council-closet, saw with internal shud- 
dering the fatal cabinet of ebony^ bound with silver, wkich had never 
been opened but to overwhelm him with weariness, and dtlefully cal- 
culated how many yawns he must strangle ere he sustained the con- 
sideration of its contents. They p^ved, however, when laid before 
him, of a kind that excited evhn liis interest, though painfull^ 

llis daughter presented him with a short and clear view of the 
debts which were secured on his dominions, and for which they were 
mortgaged in various pieces and-parcels. She then showed hin^, by^ 
another schedule, the large claims of which payment was instant! 
demanded, to dischari^e i^iich no funds could be found or assigned? 
Thfe King defended himself like others in liis forlorn situation. To 
every claim of* six, seven, or eight thousand ducats, he replied by 
the assertion, that he hod ten thousand crowns in his chancery, and 
showed some reluctance to be ctfiivinced, till repeatedly urged upon 
him, that the same sum could not be adeo^uate to the discharge of 
thir^times the amount. « 

“ Then, « said the fling, somewhat iippatieiitly, “ why not pay off 
those whp are most pressing, and lei the others wait till receipts 
come round? ” 

“It is a practice which jias been too often resorted to,’^ replied the 

a ueen, “and it is but ar part of honesty to ^ay creditors wBo have 
Ivanced their all in your GraSce^s service.” 

“But are we not,” smd Rend, “ EJng of both the* Sicilies, Naples^ 
Aimcoui and Jerusalem? ^And why is the monarch of su^ fain 



AXNK OF OEmnsansiK. pSdS 

kingdoms to be pushed to the wall, like a bankrupt yeoman, for a 
few bags of paltry crowns ? " 

You are indeed monarch of these kingdoms,’^ said Margaret, 

‘‘ but is it necessary to remind your Maj^w that it is hut as lam Queen 
of England, in which I have not an wre of land, and cannot command 
a penny of revenue? You have no dominions which are a^source of 
revenue, save those which you see in this scroll, with an exact list of 
the income they afford. It is totally inadequate, you see, to maintain 
^your state and to pay the large engagements incurred to former 
Oreditors.^' 

It is cruel to press me to the wall thus," said the poor King, 
** What can I do ? If I am poor, I cannot help it. I am sure 1 would 
pay the debts you talk of, if I knew the way.’*^ 

** Royal father, twill show it you.— Resign your useless and un- 
availing dignity, which, with the pretensions attending it, seiwes hut 
to make your miseries ridiculous. Resign your rights as a sove- 
reign, and the income which cannot be stretched out to the empty 
excesses of a beggarly courts will enable you to enjoy, in ease and 
opulence, all the ineasures you most delight in, as a private baron.’^ 
Margaret, you apeak folly,” answered Rend, somewhat sternly. 

A king and his people are hound by ties wfaicu neither can sever 
without guilt. My subiects are my flock, 1 am their shepherd. 
They are assigned to my govcrnaiyie by Hcavop, and I dare not re- 
nounce the cl^ge of protecting them.’^ 

** Were you in condition to do so,” answered the Queen, Margaret 
would bid you fight to the death. But don your harness, long dis- 
used — amount your war-steed— cry, Rend for Provence ! and see if a 
hundred met^will gather round your standard. Your fortresses are 
in the bauds of strangers ; army you have none ; your vassals may 
have good-will, but thew lack all military skill and soldierlike discip- 
line. You stand hut the mere skeleton of monarchy, which France 
or Bftrgundy may prostrate on the earth, whichever first puts fort h 
his arm to tnrow it down.” 

The tears trickled fast down the old King’s cheeks, when this un- 
flattering prospect was set before him, and lie could not forbear 
owning his total want of power to defezid himself and his dominions, 
and admitting that he had often thought of the necessity of com- 
pounding for his resignaiion with one of his powerful neiglibours. 

” It was thy interest, Margaret, harsh and severe sm you are, which* 
prevented mv entering, before now, into measures most painful to 
my feelings, but perhapa best caldhlated for my advantage. But 1 
had hoped it would hold on for my day ; and thou, my ohUd, with 
the talents Heaven hasS^iven thee, wouldst, 1 thought, have found 
remedy for distresses which 1 conpot escape, oAlierwise t^an by shun-* 
ning the thoughts of them.^ • 

‘‘If it is 4n earnest you speak of my interest,” saicP Margaret 
'‘know, that ^ur residing Provence will iflitisfy the nearest, and 
ulmost the only wish that my bosom cm- form ; but, so judge me 
Heaven, as it is on your account, grtfoious sire, as well as mine, that 
1 advise your chnfpliance.” 

“ Bay no flfore on’t child give me the parehment qf reingnation. 
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and i will sign it : I see thou hast it ready draiam ; let us siff n it, ai>4 
then we will overtake the>.haT^ers. We must suffer woe, hut there 
is little need to ait do%n aud weep for it” . « 

“ Do you not ask,” aadd^Margaret, surprised at hia apathy, to 
whom you cedefyour dominions r” 

** What boots it,” answered the King, “ since they most he no more 
my own ? it must he cither to Charles of Burgundy, or my nephew 
Louis— both powerful and politic princes. GtocTsend my poor people 
may have no cause to wi^ their old man back again^ whose only 
pleasure was to sec tliem happy and mirthful.” 

It is to Burgundy you resign Proveucei” said Marge^et. 

I would have preferred him,” answered Bend ; “ he is fierce, hut 
not malignant One word more— are my subjects’ privileges anil 
iinmunities fully secured ?” 

“ Amply,” replied the Queen ; " and your own «vants of nil kinds 
honourably provided for. I would not leave the stipulations in your 
favour in olank, though I might perhaps have trusted Charles pf 
Burgundy, where money alone is concerned.” 

ask not for myself— with my viol and my pencil. Bend the 
Ti*oubadour will be as happy as ever was Bend the King. 

So saying, with practical philosophy he whistled the burden of his 
last composed ariette, signed away the rest of his royal posses- 
sions without pulling i^liis glove, or evaci reading the instrument. 

** What is this ? ”lie said, looking at another and separate parch- 
ment of much briefer contents. Must kinsman Charles have 
both the Sicilies, Catalonia, iNapIes, and Jerusalem, as well as the 
poor remainder of Provence ? Methinks, in decency, some greater 
extent of parchment should have been allowed to so ample a ces- 

That deed,” said Margaret, only disowns and relinquishes all 
countenance of Ferrand de Vandenjont’s ra^i attempt on Lorraine, 
and renounces all quarrel on that account against Charles Bur- 
gundy.” • 

For once Margaret miscalculated the tractability of her Other’s 
temper. Bend positively started, coloured, and stammered with 
passion, as he interrupted her . — Only disown — onlj/ relinquish — ofUy 
renounce the cause of my ^andchilcl, the son of my dear Yolande— 
his j'ightful claims on his mother’s inheritance ! — Margaret I am 
• ashamed for thje. Thy pride is an excuse for thy evil temper ; but 
what is pride worth which can stoop to commit an act of dfehonoitr- 
able meanness ? To desert, nay^ disown my own flesh and blood, 
because the youth is a bold knight under shield, and disposed to battle 
for his right — 1 were worthy that harp and* horn rang out shame on 
me, should 1 listen to^hee.” 

Margaref was overcome in son* mqjaStire by the old man’s unex- 
pected opposition. She endeavoured, however, to bIk^ that there 
was no occasion, in poilnt of honour, why Bend should eqgage in the 
cause of wild adventurer, whose right, be it good be it ted, was 
only upheld by some petty and underhand supplies of money from 
hVaiice, and the countenance of a few of the restless banditti who 
inhabit the borders of all nations. But ere Bend ^uld answer* 
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.voices, raised to an unusual pitch, were heard in the autechfimber, 
the door of which was flung^ open oy an armed knight, covered with 
dust, who ezhibited all the marks of a long iourney. 

“ Here X am," he said, ‘‘ father of my motner-— behold your grand- 
.sou— Ferrand de Vaudemont; the spu of your losfYofande kneels 
at 3'our feet, and implores a blessing on him and his enterpris^.’^ 

' “ Thou hast it*" replied Bend, ‘*^and may it prosper with thee, gal- 
lant youth, image pf thy sainted tnother—my htessings, my prayers, 
my hopes, go witli you ! " . 

'r' And you, fair aunt of England," said the young knight, addres- 
sing Margaret, ** you who are yoursdf dispossessed by traitors, will 
you not own tlie cause of a kinsman who is stnigglbgfor bis inherit- 
ance ? ” 


I wisli all good to your person, fair nephew,” answ'ered the Queen 
of England, “ alfliough yo.ur features are strange to me* But to 
advise this old man to adopt yopr cause, when it is desperate in the 
eyes of all wise men, were impious mt^dness.’’ 

Js my cause thep so desperate ? ” said Ferrapd ; " Forgive me if 
1 was hot aware of it* Ana does my aunt Margaret say this, whose 
strength of mind supported Lancaster so long, after too spirits of 
her wai'riors had been quelled by defeat ? What— forgive me, for 
luy cause must be pleaded— what would you have said had my 
mother Yolande been enable to advise her father to disown your 
own Edward, had -Ood permitted Mm to reach Provence in safety ?" 

“ Edward,” said Margaret, weeping as she spoke, “ was incapable 
of desiring his friends to espouse a quarrel that was irremediable. 
His, too, was a cause for which mighty princes and peers laid lancc in 
rest." 

** Yet I^^aven blessed it not ” — said Vaudemont. 

“Thine,” continued « Margaret, “is but embraced by the robber 
nobles of Germany, the upstai:^ burghers of the Bbinc cities, llio 
palt^aud clownish Confederates of the Cantoua." 

“ But Ileaven ha^ blessed replied Vaudemont. “ Kuow, proud 
woman, that I come to interrupt your treacherous intrigues ; no 
petty adventurer, subsisting and mainlining warfare by sleight rather 
than force, but a conqueror from a hlpody field of battle, in wdiich 
'Heaven has tamed the pride of the tyrant of Burgundy.” 

“ It is false ! ” said the Queen, starting ; “ I believe it not.” 

“ It is true,” said De Vaudemont, “ as true as liei^ren ia above oa. * 
— It is four days since I left the field of Gransoii, heaped with Bur- 
gundy’s mercenaries— his wealthy his jewels, his plate, his magni- 
ficent decorations, the prize of the poor Swiss, who scarce can tell 
their viilue. Know yon this, Queen Margaret?” continued the 
y 5 >ung soldier, showing the well-known jewii which decorated the 
Duke’s order of the Golde^#Fle&e; “think you not fne lion was 
closely hunted when he left such trophies as these behind»him ? ” 

Margaeot with dasBzIed eyes and bewtldlcred thoughts, upon 

a tokcfti which confirmed theDuke^s defeat, and the extinction of her 
last hopes. Her father, on tlie contrary, was struck with the hero- 
ism of the young warrior, a quality which, except as it existed in his 
daughter Mqfgaret^ had, he icarefl? tokev leave of hi^ family. Ad- 
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miring in his heart the youth who exposed himself to dan|?or for the 
ncreed of praise, almost as much as ho did the poets by wliom the 
warrior’s fame is rendered ^mmortal, he hugged his grandson to liis 
bosom, bidding him **gird on his sword in strength,” and assuring him^ 
if money could advance his affairs, he, King Rend could command ter»; 
thousand crowns, any part, or the Whole of which, was at Ferrand’s 
commandj thus giving proof of what had been said of him, that his 
head was incapable of containing two ideas at the same time. 

We return to Arthuis who, witii the Queen of England's secretary 
Mordaunt, bad been not a little surprised, by the entrance of tlie 
Count de Vaudemont, calling himself I>uke of Lorraine, into the 
anteroom, in whicli they kept a kind of guard, foDowed by a tall 
strong Swiss, with a huge halberd over Ins shoulder* The prince 
naming himself, Arthur did not think it becoming to oppose 
entrance to the presence of his grandfather and afint, especially as it 
was obvious that his opposition must have created an affray. In tlie 
huge staring halberdier, who had sense enough to remain in the 
anteroom, Arthur was not a little surprised to recognise Sigiamtind 
Biederman, who, after staring wildly at him for a moment, like a 
dog which suddenly recognises a favourite, rushed up to the young 
Englishman with a wild cry of gladness, and in hurried accents, told 
him how happy he was to meet with him, and that he had matters 
of importance to tell him. It wg.s at no tftne easy, for Sigiamund to 
arrange his ideas, and now they were altogether confused, by the 
triumphant joy which he exiK'essed for the recent victory of his 
countrymen over the Duke of Burgundy; and it was with wonder 
that Arthur heard his confused and rude, but faithful tale. 

“Look you, King Arthur, the Duke had come up with his huge 
army as far as Granson, which is near the outlet of the groat lake of 
Neufcliatel. There were five or six hundred Oontederates in the 
place, and they held it till provisions failed, and then you know they 
were forced to give it over. Rut though hunger is hard te» bear, 
they had better have borne it a day or two longer, for the butcher 
Charles hung them all up by the neck, upon trees round the place, 
— and there was no swallowing for them, you know, after such usag’o 
as that. Meanwhile all was busy on our hills, and every man ths*^ 
had a sword or lance accoutred liimself with it. We met at Ncut- 
chotel, and some Germans joined us with the noble Duke of Lor- 
raine. Ah, Kkig Arthur, there is a leader ! — we all think him second 
but to Rudolph of Donnerhugel — you saw him even now — it was be 
that went into that room — and ^ou saw him before, — it is he that 
was the Blue Knight of BAle ; but we called him Laurenz then, for 
Rudolph said, his presence among us mijst not be known to our 
father, and^I did not<.^inow myself at tjjat time who he really was. 
Well, when we came to Neufchatel m were a goodly company ; we 
were fifteen, thousand stout Confederates, aim of otliws, Germans 
and Lorraine men, I Wll warrant you five thousand mbre* We heard 
that the Burgundian was 'sixty thousand in the field ; but We heard 
at the same time that Charles* had hung up our brethren like dogs, 
and* the man was not among us — among the confederates, I mean**-4 
who would ^tay to count heuds^, when the question %as to avenge 
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them. I would you could haare heard the roar of fifteen thousand 
Swiss demandings to be led against the butcher of their brethren 1 
My father himself^ who, you know, i« usually so eager for peace, 
now gave the first voice for battle; so, lu the grey pf the morning, * 
yre descended the lake towards Qransoii, with tears in our eyes and 
'weapons in oiir hands, determined to have death or vengeance; We 
came to a sort of strait, between Vauxmoreux and the lake ; there 
were horse on the level ground between the mountain and the lake, 
,yid a large body of infantry on the side of the hill. The Duke of 
'Lorraine and his followers engaged the horse, while we climbed the 
hill to dispossess the infantry. It was with us the afikir of a moment. 
IS very man of us was at home among the crags, 'and Charles's men 
were stuck among them as thou wert, Arthur, when thou didst fir^t 
come to Geierstoiu. But there were no kind maidens to lend them 
their Imnda to help them down. No, no — Tlmre were pikes, clubs, 
aud halberds, many a one, to dash and thrust tliem from places 
where they could hardly keep their feet had there been no one to 
disturb them. So the horsemen, pushed hy the Lorrainers, and see- 
ing us upon their flanks, fled as fast as tlieir horses could carry them. 
Then we drew together again ou a fair field, which is duon cam-- 
pajiia, as the Italian says, where the bills retire from the lake. But 
lo you, we had scarce arrayed our ranks, when we heard sucli a din 
and clash of instruments, *«uch a trample of their gi*eat horses, such 
a shouting and crying of men, as ii all the soldiers, and all the ruin- 
strels in France aud Germany, were striving which should make the 
loudest noise. Then there was a huge cloud of dust approaching ns, 
and we began so see we must do or die, for this was Charles and his 
M'hole army <^mc to support his vanguard. A blast from the ino\m- 
laiii dispersed the dust, for they had halted to prepare for battle. 
O, good Arthur ! you would have given ten years of life but to liave 
seen the sight. There were ttiousands of horse all in complete 
hrray?gl^ncing against the sun, and hundreds of knights wdth crowns 
gold and silver on their helmets, aud thick masses of spears on 
and cannon, as they call them. I did not know what things 
they were, which they drew on heavily with bullocks and placed be- 
kfore their army, but 1 knew more of th#m before the morning w'as 
*over. Well, we were ordered to draw up in a hollow sqiiai*e, as we 
arc taught at exercise ; and before >ve pushed forwards we w'ero . 
<;ommandcd, as is the godly rule and guise of our warfare, to kneel 
down and pray to God, Our Lady, aud the blessed saints; and wc 
afterwards learned that Charles, iff his arrogance, thought we asked 
for mercy — 11a ! lia ! ha ! a proper jest. If my father once knelt to 
him, it was for the sakeiof Christian blood and godly i^cace; but on 
the field of battle ArnolcUBiederpian woiild^ot have Umlt to him 
and liis whole chivali’y, tUWigh he had s%ood alone witliliis sons on 
tljAt field. WV^ell, but Charles, supposing we asked grace^was deter- 
mined t(W»liotv»iw that we had asked it , at sf graceless face, for he 
*cried,*‘ Fire nry canfion on the coward slaves; it is all the mercy 
they have to expect from me!' — Bahg — bang — bang — olf went the 
‘ things 1 told vtni'of, like thunder and lightning, aiul fioino mischief 
. thev did. hiilAhe less that wc werC fvffeclinff ; and tln^ saints doubt- 
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the huge baits a hoist orer the heads of those who Wete 
asking grace from them^ but from no mortal creatures* So we had 
the signal to rise and rusk on, and I promise you there were no 
sluggards. Every man felt ten metf s strength. . My halberd is na 
chilas toy — if you have forgotten it, there it is — and yet it trembled 
in my grasp as if it had been a willow wand to drive co^s with. On 
we went, wneu suddenly the cannot) were silent, and the earth shook 
with another and continued growl and battering, like thunder under 
ground. It was the men-at-arms rushing to charge us. But bur 
leaders knew their trade, and had sden such a sight before— It was, 
Halt, hidt— 'kneel down in the front — stoop in the second rank — close 
shoulder to shoulder like brethren, lean all spears forward and re- 
ceive them like ah iron wall! On they rushed, and there was a 
rending of lances that would have served theiUnterwalden old 
women with splinters of firewood for a twelvemonth. Down went 
armed horse — down went accoutred knight— down weht banner and 
bannerman — down went peaked boot and crowned helmet— and of 
those who fell not a man escaped with life. So the;^ drew off in 
confusion, and were getting in order to charge again, when the 
noble Duke Fcrrand and his horsemen dashed at them in their own 
w'ay, and we moved onward to support him. Thus on we pressed, 
ana the foot hardly waited for us, seeing oitheir cavalry so fiandled. 
Then if you had seen the dust ai^d heard' the blow's! the noise of a 
hundred thousand thrashers, the flight of the chaff which they drive 
about, would be but a type of it. On my word, I almost thought it 
shame to dash about my halberd, tbe rout was so helplessly piteous. 
Hundreds were slain unresisting, and the wliole aimy was in com- 
plete flight.^' 

‘‘ IVIy father — ^my father ! exclaimed Arthur 5 in su'ch a rout, 
what can have become of him ?’* * 

t **IIe escaped safely,” said the Swfes; ‘‘fled with Charles,” 

“It must have been a bloody field ere ho fled,” replied *tbe Eng- 
ishman. 

“Nay,” answered Sigismnud, “he took no part in the fight, but 
merely remained by Charles; and prisoners said it was well for us, 
for that he is a man of grefit counsel and action in the wars. Anu 
as to flying, a man in such a matter must go back if he cannot press 
•forward, and there is no shame in it, especially if you be not engaged 
in your own penjon.” 

As lie spoke thus, their conversation was interrupted by Mordaunt, 
with “IJush, hush — the King and Queen come forth.” 

“What am I to do? "said Sigisraund, in some alarm. “I care 
not for the Duke of Lqjraine ; but what urn*! to do when Kings and 
Queens ^ 

“Do nothing but rise, tinbonnct yourself, and bo 

Sigismund aid as he. was directed. 

King Rend came forth pHO and arm with his. grandson ] and Mar- 
garet followed, with deep disappointment and vexation tin her brow. 
She signed to Arthur as she passed, and said to him-- “ Make thyself 
master of the truth of this most unexpected news, and bring the 
particulars to inc. Mordaunt will introduce thee.” 
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She then cast a look on the youi^ Swiss, and replied courteously 
;o his awkward saltatation. The Koyal party then left the room, 
Rentf bent on carrying his grandson to^thc sporting party, winch 
?ad been interrupted, and Margaret to seek the solitjide of her pri- 
Late apartment, and await the confirmation of what she regarded as 
hYil tidings. . 

They Imd no -sooner passed than Sigismnnd observed — “ And so 
>hat is a King and Queen] — ^Pestel the King looks somewhat like 
Jacjpmo, the violer, that used to scrape on the fiddle to us when 
caine to Geiersteiu in his rounds. But the Queen is a stately 
jreature. The chief cow of the herd. Who carries the bouquets and 
^rlands, and leads the rest to the <malet, has not a statelier pace. 
And how deftly you approached her and spoke to her ! 1 could not 
lave done it with so much grace — ^but it is like that you have served 
ipprentice to the court trade?” 

Leave that for the present, good Sigismund,”" answered Arthur, 
‘and tell me more of this battle.” 

Saint Mary, but I must have some victuals and drink first,” 
jaid Sigismund, ‘‘if your credit in this fine place readies so far.” 

“Doubt it not, Sigismund,” said Arthur ; and, by the intervention 
>f Mordaunt, he easily procured, in a more retired apartment, a cob 
ation and wine, to wliich^the young Biederman did great honour, 
mincking his lips with much guai^ after the delicious wines, to 
pvhidi, iu spite of his father’s ascetic precepts, his palate was begin- 
ning to be considerably formed and «}mbituated. When he found 
liimself alone with a fiask of cote roti and a biscuit, and his friend 
Arthur, he was easily led to continue his tale of conquest. 

“ Well— wh^-c WHH I— Oh, w'here we broke their infantry— well— 
they never tallied, and fell into greater confusion at every step —and 
we might have slaughtered one half of them, had we not .stopt to 
examine Charles’s camp. Mercy on us, Arthur, what a sight was 
there !• Byery pavilion was full of rich clothes, splendid armour, and 
vreat dishes and flagons, which some men said w'ere of silver ; but i 
fenew there was not so much silver in the ivorld, and was sure they 
fiust be of pewter, rarely burnished. Here there were hosts of 
,^ed lacqueys, and grooms, and pages, And as many attendants as 
iliere were soldiers in the army; and thoiiaands, for what I knew^ of 
pretty maidens. By the same token, both meniids and maidens 
placed themselves at the disposal of the victors; butT promise you 
that iny father was right severe on |iny who would abuse tJie rights 
>f war. But some of our young men did not mind him, till he 
baught them obedience with the staff of his halberd. Well, Arthur, 
tliere was fine plundering, for the Germans and French that were 
with us rifled everything, son^ of our mffi followed^the exam- 
ple— it is very catching— So into Chii*les’s own pavi%n, where 

Rudolph and ffmiie of liis people were trying tcjfceep otft every one, 
bhat he nfive the spoiling of it himself, 1 think; but neither 

lie, nor any Berfiese of them all, dare^ lay tbuncheon over my pale ; 
50 1 entered, and paw them putting piles of pewter-treiichcrs,, so 
clean as to IqjiK like silver, into jehests and trunks. I pressed 
Sirough them *11110 the inner-place, ana there was Gliatles’s pallet- 
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bcd-^ i¥ill do bim justice, it was the only bard one in his camp-^ 
and tibtere were fine spadrkUng stones and pebbles lyinif about amon^r 
gauntiets, boots, vatnbraces, and suchlike gear-— So I thought of 
your^thcr and you, and looked for something, when what should I 
see but my oldifriend here,*' Qiei'e be drew Queen Margaret’s necl^' 
lace from liis bosom,) which I knew, because you remember I 
recovered itfrom the Scharfeerichter at Brisadi* — * Oho ! you pretty 
sparklers,’ said 1, 'you shall be Burgundian no longer, but go buck 
to my honest English friends,’ and therefore—” 

'' It is of immense value,” said Arthur, and belongs nnt to my 
faUieP or to me, but to Ae Queen you saw but now.” 

, And she wul become it rarely/’ answered Sigismund. “ Were 
she but a score, or a score and a hw years yotingor, she were a gal- 
lant wife for a Swiss landholder. I would warrant her to keep his 
household iii high order.” (i) 

“ She will reward thee liberally for recovering her property,” said 
Arthur, scarce suppressing a smile at the idea of the proud Margaret 
becoming the housewife of a Swiss shepherd. 

“ How — ^reward ! ” said the Swiss. "Bethink thee, I am Sigismund 
Biederman, the son of the Landamman of Unterwalden — I am not a 
base lanz-knecJU^ to be paid for courtesy with piastres. Let her grant 
me a kind word of thanks, or the matter of a kiss, and I am well 
contented.” 

“ A kiss of her baud, perhaps/’ said Arthur, again smiling at his 
friend’s simplicity. 

" Umph, the liand ! Well fit may do for a Queen of some fiftj 
years and odd, but would be poor homage to a Qu^en of May.” 

Arthur hero brouglit back the youth to the subject of his battle, 
and learned that the slaughter of the Duke’s forces in tlie flight had 
been in no degree equal to the importance of the action. 

" Mmiy rode off on horseback,” sj^id Sigismund ; and our German 
rettet'sjaevf on the spoil, when they should have followed the chaste 
And, besides, to speak truth, Charles’s camp delayed our very selves 
Hi^ the pursuit ; but had we gone half a mile further, and seen our 
friends hanging on trees, not a Confederate would have stopped 
from the chase while he had liinbs.to cany him in pursuit. , 

" And what has become of the Duke ? ” \ ' 

''.Charles has retreated into Burgundy, like a boar who has felt 
the touch of t^e spear, and is more enraged than hurt; but is, they 
!ray, sad and sulky. Others report that he has collected all his scat- 
tered army, and immense forces besides, and has screwed liis subjects 
to give him money, so that we may expect another brush. But all 
Switzerland will join us after such a victory.” 

“ And my father is^dth him ?” said AHllur. 

" Truly iio is, and has ip a rigfrtt gjrf j manner tried to set afoot 
a treaty cf peace with my own fatliei^ But it will scarce succeed. 
Charles is as mad asoever ; and our people are right nroud of our 
victory, and so they W'qli may. K^evertheless, n&y.fauier for over 
preaches that such victories, and such heaps of wealth, will change 
om\ancient manners, and that the ploughman will4eave his labqpn 
to turn {toidinr. FTn rniipli ahnnf. it? lint wliviitnoiiov. /OiniV^ 
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meat aud wine, and fine clothing:, should do so much harm, I'cauuot 
bring: my poor brains to see— And many better heads than mine are 
as much puzzled— Here’s to you, friend Arthur— This is choice 
t liquor!” , 

^ “ And what .brings you and your General, Prince Ferrand, post to 
^tfancy ? ” said the young Englishman. 

** Faith, you are yourself the cause of our jouniey.” 

“ I tlie cause ? ” said Arthur . — ** Why, how could that be ? ” 
f V** said you and Queen Margaret are urging this old fiddling 

'ling Mfend to yield up his territories to Charles, ana to disown Per- 
rand in his claim upon Lorraine. And the Duke of Lorraine sent a 
man that you know well — that is, you do not know him, but you 
know some of liis family, and he knows more of you than you wot — 
to put a spoke in vour wheel, and prevent your getting for Charles 
the county of Provence, or preventing Ferrand being troubled or 
traversed in his natural rights over Lorraine.” 

‘‘ On my word, Sigismund, 1 cannot comprehend you,” said Arthur. 

“ Well,” replied fine Swiss, “ my lot is a hard one. All our house 
say that I can comprehend nothing, and I shall be next told tluit 
nobody can comprenend me. — ^Weli, in plain language, I mean imr 
juncle, Count Albert, as he colls himsgt^ of Geierstein — my father^ 

“Anne of Geierstein’s fttlier?” ejehoed Arthur. 

“ Ay, truly ; I thought we should find some mark to make you 
know him by.” 

“ But I never saw him.” 

“Ay, but you have though. — Au able man he is, and knows more 
of every man’^ business than the man does himself. Oh 1 it was uot 
for notpingl that he married the daughter of a Salamander ! ” 

“Psliaw, Sigismuud, Jiow can you believe that nonsense?” an- 
swered Ai'thur. • • 

“Rwde^h told me you were as much bewildered as I was that 
night at <5raffs-lust,” answered the S>visa. 

If I were so I was the greater ass for my pains,” answered 
,^rthur. 

]a\ “ Well, but this uncle of mine has got aome of the old conjuring 
'»ooks from the library at \rnheim, and they say he can pass from 
place to place with more than mortal speed ; and that he is helped 
in his designs by mightier counsellors than mere ^len. Always, 
iiowever, though so able and highly endowed, his gifts, whether 
^coming from a lawful or unlawful <fiarter, bring him no abiding ad- 
ivantagc. He is eternally plunged into strife and danger.” 

“ I know few particul^ of bis life,” said Arthur, disguising as 
much as he could his aiiji(^ty to^hear morsrof him ; “J5ut I Imve 
heard that he left Switzenli^to join the^inperor.”^ 

“True,” afiswered the young Swiss, “and uiarried tile young 
^Batmiess #&Afi»lM^im — but afterwards he ineftrred my namesake’s 
! imperiifl displeasure, and not less that of tne Duke of Austria. They 
say you cannot live in Borne and striil3 with the Pope : so my uncle 
JUiAught it best fo tsross the Rhine, and betake himself Gharies’a 
pourt, w'ho wi*iingly reeeiyed nobleineti from all couutries* so that 
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they had j^ood sounding* names, with the title of Count, MjarqutSi 
Barou, or sucldike, to mareh in front of them, *So my uncle wai 
roost kindly received ; but within this 3'oar or two all this friendship 
had been brokoji up. Uncle Albert obtained a g-reat lead in some 
mysterious societies of which Charles disapproved, aryi set so hard 
at my poor uncle, that he was fain to take orders and shave his hair 
rather tlian lose his liead. But t}u>ugh he cut off his hair liis brain 
remains as busy as ever ; and althoug^h the L>uke suffered him to be 
at lar^e, yet he found him so often in liis way, that all men bdieved 
he waitedt but an excuse for seizing^ upon him and putting'''ilim to 
death. But roy uncle persists that he fears not Charles ; and that, 
Duke as he is, Charles has more occasion to be afiraid of him. — ^And 
so you saw how boldly he played his part at La Ferette.'* 

Saint George of Windsor I” exclaimed Arthur, the Black 
Priest of St Paul’s!” 

‘‘ Oh, ho ! you understand me now. Well, he took it upon him 
that Charles would not dare to punish him for his share in De 
Hagenbach’s death ; and no more did he, although uncle Albert sat 
and voted in the Estates of Burgundy, and stirred them up all he 
could to refuse giving Charles the money he asked of them. But 
when the Swiss war broke put, uncle Albert became assured Iup 
being a clerg>'man would be no longer his protection, and that the 
Duke it)tendod to have him syrciisetl ct corresponding with his 
brother and countrymen ; and so he appeared sudilenly in Ferrand's 
camp at >Jeufchatei, and sent amessage to Charles that he rcnouiiced 
his allegiance, and bid him defiance.” 

“ A singular story of an active and versatile man,” said the young 
Englishman. 

“ Oh, you may seek the world for a man like uncle Alb ^rfc. Then 
he kiiowvS everything ; and he told Duke Ferrand what you were 
about and offered to go and Ining more certani infonmition — 
ay, thdugh be left the Swiss camp but five or six days befi^fe the 
battle, and the distance between Arles and Neufchutel he lour him- 
dred miles complete, yet he met him on his return, vi'hen Duke Per- 
rand, with me to show him the way, was hastening hitherward, hav«i 
ing set off fnun the very field of battle.” 

“ Met liiin ! ” said Arthur — Met whom ? — Met the Black Pries; 
of at Paul’s?” 

" Ay, I meai^- so,” replied Sigismund ; but he was habited as a 
Carmelite monk.” 

“A Carmelite!” said Artlmrf a sudden light fiasbing 011 him: 
“and I was so blind as to recommend his services to the Queen 1 
I remember well that be kept his face muiJ'h concealed in his cowl— 
and I, fool^’sh beast, tft fall so gi’o^ily the snare ! — And yet per- 
haps it is as well the tritusactiou wfc liiterruptod, since 1 fear, if 
carried sifccessfully through, all must have been disconcerted by this 
astounding defeat.” ^ r v 

Their conversation had thus far proceeded, when MordaUnt ap- 
pearing, summoned Arthur to his royal mistress’s apartment. & 
that gay pala^, a glooz^ room, whose windows *looked upon scmie 
port of the inins 01 the Rontbn ndifice, but excluded ^very other olh 
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ject mve broken walls and tottering^ columns, was the retreat which 
JMIarg^-aret had chosen for her own. Slie received Albert with a 
kiudhesH, more touchings that it w’fus ttie inmate of bo proud and 
fiery a disposition, — of a heart assailed with manyVoee, and feclinff 
‘ tliem severely. 

“ Alas, poor Arthur ! ” she said, ** tliy life begfins where tby father’s 
threatens to end, in useless labomr to save a sinking: vessel. The 
rushing;' leak pours in its waters faster tlian human force can lighten 
|’^>r iljgcbarge. All^all goes wrong, when our unhappy cause be- 
^ comes connected with it — Strength becomes weakness, wUdom folly, 
and valour cowardice. The Duke of Burgundy, hitherto victorious 
in all liis bold undertakings, lias but to entertain the momentary 
tJiought of yielding succour, to Lancaster, and behold his sword is 
broken by a i)ea!^iit'8 flail ; and his disciplined army, held to be the 
finest in the w'orid, flies like chaff* before the wind ; wiiile their spoils 
are divided by renegade German hirelings, and barbarous Aipiue 
shepherds ! — What more hast thou learned of this strange tale ? ” 

Little, madam, Ipit what you have heard. The worst additions 
are, that the bauic.was shamefully cowardlike, and completely loat^ 
w ith every advantage to have won it — the best, that the Burgundiaa 
army has been rather dispersed than destroyed, and that tlie Duke 
Iniijself has escaped, amLis rallyitig his forces in Upper Burgundy.” 

*• To sustain a new defeat, or engage in a protracted and miubtful 
contest, fatal to his reputation as defeat itself. Where is thy fatlier?” 

W^ith the Duke, madam, as 1* have been informed,” replied 
ArHiur. 

I lie fo him, and say I charge him to look after his own 
safely and CBire no farther for iny interests. This last blow has 
sunk inea-l am without an ally, without a friend, without trea- 
sure -- — ” 

“ Kot so, inadiun,” replied Arthur,^ " One piece of good fortune 
has Hlought back to your Grace this hiestimable relic of your for- 
tunes.”— Awd producing the precious necklace, he gave tlie history 
of its recovery. 

r “1 rejoice at the cltance which has restored these diamonds,” said 
a»ho Queen, that in p(unt of gratitude, jft least, 1 may not bo utterly 
ijankrnpt. Carry them to your father— tell him my schemes, arc 
over— and iny heart which so long clung to hope, is broken at last, 
— Tell lnim the trinkets are his own, and to his own use Jet him apply 
them. They will but poorly repay ^lie noble earldom of Oxford, lost 
in tl»e cause of her who sends them.” 

“Royal madam,” said the youth, be assured my father would 
sooner live by service asii s^warzreiUr^ than become a burden on 
your misfortunes.” 

“lie never vet disobeyed' dflfeunand of n^ine,” said Margaret; **and 
this is the J will lay upon him. If he is tqp l*ich or Too j)roud to 
benefit J>yiWs 'Qfu?eu*s^bchest, he vrill fiink enough of poor Lancasr- 
trians who have few'er*nieans or fewe]^^ Bcrupies.’^^ 

“ There is yeta gircumstance I have to communicate,” said Axtjiur, 
>«!fd recoimtcd^ie history of Albert Geierstein, and the disguise 
cf a Carmelite monk. 
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Are you such e fool,” answered the Queen, ** as to feiippoee this 
man has any supernatural powers to aid him in his ambitious pro- 

•* No, madam-S)ut it is^fiispered that the Count Albert of Geier- 
Btein, or this Black Priest of St Paul’s is a chief amongst tlie Secret. 
Societies of Germany, which eren princes dread whilst they hate 
them ; for the man £hat can command a hundred daggers, must be 
feared even by those who rule thousands of swords.” 

** Gmi this person,” said the Queen, bein^ now a churchman,. 
:iC^tai& authority amongst >bose who deal in life and death ?" It k 
eontraxy to the canons.” 

”It would seem so, roval madam ; but ererythbig in these dat^k 
institutions differs from what is practised in the light of day. Pi^e-* 

' lates are often heads of a Vehmique bench, and the Arclibisb^ of 
Cologne exercises the dreadful office of their chief, %s Duke of West- 
phalia^ the principal region in which these societies flounsh.^ Such 
pHvileges attach to the secret influence of the chiefs of this dark 
association, as may well seem supernatural to those who are unap- 
prised of circumstancei^ of which men shun to ^eak in plain terms.” 

^‘Let him be wizard or assassin,” said the Queen, ^ I thank him 
for having contributed to interrupt my plan of the old man’s cession 
of Provence, which, as events stand, would have stripped Bend of his 
dominions, without furthering our plan ofifnvading jBugland. — Once 
more, be stirring with the dawn, and bend tbjr way back to tliy 
&ther, and charge him to care Ibr himself and think no more of me. 
Bretagne, where the heir of Lancaster resides, will be the safest 
place of refuge for its bravest fediowers. Along the Bhine, the In- 
visible Tribunal, it would seem, haunts both shores, and to be inno- 
cent of ill is no security ; even here the proposed treaty ^wi^h Bur- 
gundy maj take air, and the Provenoaux carry daggers as well as 
crooks and pipes. But 1 hear thek» norses fast returning from the 
hawking-party, and the silly old man, forgetting all the eventf^rf pro- 
ceedings of the day, whistling as he ascends the steps, '^ell, we will 
soon pmrt, and my removal will be, I think, a relief to him. Prepare 
for banquet and Ball, for noise and nonsense — above ah, to bid adieu 
to Aix with morning dawn.i! 

Thus dismissed from the Queen’s presence, Arthur’s first care wa/i 
to summon Thiebault to have all things in readiness for his depar- 
ture ; his next to prepare himself for the pleasures of the evening, 
not perhaps so heavily affected by the failure of his negotiation as to 
be incapable of consolation in sudi a scene ; for the truth was, that 
his mind secretly revolted at the thoughts of the simple old King 
being despoiled of his dominions to fhrther mvasion of England^ 
hi i?^ieh, whatever ii^terest he might have in his daughter’s nghts, 
tliere was uttle chance of success.^ *** 

If such feelings i(ere censurable, they had their punfchmeut. Al- 
tfapogh few knew hqw completely tlie arrival of tW of Lor- 
ftod the intelhgencb he brought with him/ ffij^oiicerted 
the plans of Queen Margaret, it was well known there had been 
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little' love betwixt the Queen and his fnoiber Yolande ; and the 
young* Prince found himself at the head of a numerous party in the 
couii; of his grand&ther^^who dislike^ his aunt’s hauel^ manners, 
and were wearied by the unceasing melancholy of her looks and con- 
versation, and lier undisguised contempt or tlie frivolities which 
passed around her. Ferrand, besides, was young, handsome, a victor 
.]ust arrived from a field of battle;, fought gloriously, and gained 
agmnst all chances to the contrary. That he was a general mvour* 
.ite, and excluded Arthur Philipson, as an adherent of the unpopular 
Que^, from the notice her infiuence had on a former evening pro* 
cured nim, was only a natural consequence of their rehdire cc^i- 
tion. But what somewhat hurt Arthur^s feelings wasL^to see his 
friend Sigiamuud the Simple^^as his brethren called nim, shining 
with the reflected glory of the I>uke Perrand of Lorraine, who intoH 
duced to all tbe^^ies present, the gallant young Swiss, as Couu^ 
Sigismund of Geierstein. His care had procured for his follower a 
dress rather more suitable for sach a scene than the country attire 
of the Count, otherwise Sigismund Biederman. 

For a certain timb, whatever of novelty is introduced Into society 
is pleasing, though it has nothing else to recommend it. The Swiss 
were little knowm personally out of their own country, but they were 
mucli talked of ; it was a recommendation to be of that couiitiy. 
Sigismund’s manners liPere blunt ; a mixture of awkwardness and 
rudeness, Which was termed frankness during the moment of his 
favour. He spoke bad French and worse Italian — it gave noJiveti to 
all lie said. His limbs were too bulky tc^be elegant ; his dancing, 
for Count Sigismund failed not to dance, was the bounding and gam- 
boling of a voung elephant ; yet they were preferred to the band- 
some proportions and courtly movements of the youthful English- 
man, even by the blac]g-eyed Countess, in whose good graces Arthur 
had made some progress on tlic preceding evening. Arthur tliiis 
thrown into the shade, felt as Mr Pepys afterwards did when he tore 
his camTeto[}loak, — the damage was not great, but it troubled him. 

^Nevertheless, the passing evening brought him some revenge. 
There are some works of art, the defects of which are not seen till 
they are injudiciously placed in too strong a light, and such was tbo 
case with Sigismund tii#» Simple. The quick-witted, though fantas- 
tic Proven^aux, soon found out the bsllviness of bis intellect, and the^ 
extent of his good-nature, and amused themselvea at his expense, 
by ironical compliments and well-veiled raillery. It is probable they 
would have been less delicate «n the subject, had not the Swiss 
brought into the dancing-room along with him Iiis eternal halberd, 
the size, and weight, a^ thickness of which boded little good to any 
one whom the owner might detect in the aqfcof makingMUierry at h& 
expense. But SigismuSS u8 further? mischief that^ight, exoe&t 
that, in achieving a superb entrechat, he aligjLited ycltk his whole 
weight qn thef giipiature foot of his pretty partner, which he well-nigbL 
cruslwid to piewes. • • . 

Arthur had hiUiCTto avoided looking towards Queen Margaret 
jluring the course of the evening, lest he should disturb her tlioughts 
from the channel in whidi they were rolling, by seeming to lay a 
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claim oil her protection* But there was something so whimsical iu 
the awkward phyaioffnomy ef Uie mal-adroit Swiss, that he could 
not help grlaucing an eye to the alcove where the Queeiji’s chair of 
state was placed, ^to see if sSie observed him* The very first view 
was such as to rivet his attention. Margaret’s head was rediiued on - 
the chair, her eyes, scarcely open, her features drawn up and pinched, 
her hands closed with efibrt. The English lady of htmour wno stood 
behind her, — old, deaf, and dim-sighted, — had nut dLscovvrod any- 
thing in her mistress’s position more than the abstracted ami indif* •• 
fereut attitude witli which tlie Queen was wont to be present 13l'*i>udy 
and absent in mind, during the festivities of the Pruveugal court. 
But wJieu Arthur, greatly alarmed, came beliind tlm seat to j^ress 
her attention to her miatvess, she exclaimed, after a minute's inves- 
|igation, ** Mother of Heaven, the Queen is dead ! ” And it was so. 
It seemed that the last fibre of life, in that fiery amf ambitious mind, 
had, a» she herself pronliesied, given way at the same time with the 
last thread of political nope. 


CHAPTER XXXHL 

Toll, ton th« b^n 
Greatness is o*&i% 

Tlio has broko, 

’J'o atilie no nioi'e ; 

Au ufrinbrttjiiifial iui|fcuint all— 

Drop o'er the scene the fuinirabpfkU. 

otd ro>M. 

Tim commotion and shrieks of fear and a^na^emont wliieh were 
excited ftinong the ladies of the cowfc by JWi event so singular find 
shocking, bad begun to abater anti the sighs, more serious tlwugh 
less intrusive, of the few Eugiisli attendHnts of the dece^^'ieS Queen 
began to ho lieard, together willi the groans of t»ld l\ing Reii^J, 
whose emotions were as acute as tJiey wore sIioriHved. 'I'he leedics 
had held a busy but unavaili«g cousultatioii, and the body that was 
once a Queen’s, was delivered to tlio priest of 8 t Siiuveur, lliat hcau- - 
tifui church in which the spoils of Pagan temples have contribuled 
to fill up the magnificence of tlie Christian edifice. The stsUely pile 
w^as duly lighted up, and Uu* fun ral provided wdth such splendour 
as Aix couirl supply. I'he Qiioei ‘ papers being examined, ii was 
found, that Margaret, by disposing of jewels and living at snuiil ex- 
pense, hail realised the means of naking a (b*eenf |>rovision for life, 
for her \ery few Enrfish a(U dan ts. 1^.10 r diamond necklace, 
described in her last will, iu the haiiiK/ m an bhigiish merchant 
named Johft Philips^n, or his son, or the price thereoi^i^'if by them 
sold or pledged, she Mt to the said John Philim^ef Ahjk his son 
Arthur Philipson, with a vieV to the prosecution of the design Vhich 
they liad been destined to advftncc, or if that sliould prove impos- 
sible, io their own use and profit. The charge of lief fuiiexal rite«i^ 
was wholly intrusted to Arthuf.** called PliiiiDson* wftJi a reuiicst 
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that thev should be. conducted entirely after the f<»rxns observed in 
England. This tttist was expressed in an additien fa her wilb 
signed the very day bn which she died, ^ 

Arther lost no time in despafchini^ Thiebault fexpness to his father^ 
^wiih a letter, exphiiniii)^ iu such terms as he knew would be under- 
stood, the tenor of all ttiat had happeiied since he came to Aix, and 
above all, the death of Queen Idargaret. 

Finally, he renuestod directions for his motions, since the necessary 
^«lay occupied by tlie obseotiies of a person of such eminent rank 
iAist detain Wm at Aix till he should receive them. 

The old King sustained Uie shock of his daiightoFs death so easily, 
that on the second day after the event, he was engaged in arranging 
a. ]>oiiipous procession for the funeral, and composing an felegy, to be , 
snug to a tune also of his own composing, in honour of the deceased ^ 
<iiu>en, who was lutenod to the goddesses of heathen mythology, and 
to Judith, Deborah, and all the other holy women, not to mention 
the saints of the Christian dispensation. It cannot he concealed, 
Ui.itwhon the first luirst of grief was over,*King Rend could not 
feeling that Margaret’s death cut a political knot wltich he! 
niiglif have otherwise found it difficult to untie, and i>erinitted him 
to take oj>en part with his grandson, so far indeed as to afford him a 
considerable share of the^bnteuts of the l^roven^al treasury, which 
nnMJiiTited to no larger sttm than ten thousand crow'us. Ferrand 
Jciving received the blessing of his grnndfiither, in a form which his 
ultairs rendered most important to tiim, returned to the resolutes 
’\}n»in lie oominanded ; and with him, after sFinost loving farewell to 
Arthur, went the stout but simple-minded young Swiss, Sigismund 
Riedeninni. 

1'he littjfci court of Aix were left to thoii* irtouruing. King Rend, 
nir wliom ceremonial {t*id show, whether of a joyful or melanclioly 
licler, was always matter eff im]>ortance. would willingly have 
lH'‘sjo\fed Jii Holemnisijig the obsequies of his dauglitor Alargaret 
wliHt reinaimed of his revenue, but was prevented from doing «o, 
3 )art]y by remonstrances froTn- his ministers, parfly by the obstacleS| 
ye.pl'osed by tlie young Englishniau, who, acting upon the presuuiea 

ill of the dead, interfered to prevent aii^ such fantastic exhibitions 
being ]>roduced at the obt ?quies of the Queen, as, had disgusted^ her 
during her life. 

The funeral, therefore, after many days had been Spent iu public 
jirayers, and acts of devotion, wi^ solemnised with UiC mournful 
magnificence due to the birili of file deceased, and with which the 
Clmrch of Rome so well knows how to affect at once the eye, ear, 
and feelings. J ► 

Amid the various noblop.r*^ko asii^stcd on tlidftolcmii oc.eosion, there 
was one who arrived just the tollin^_ of the great l^ells of Sfc’ 
Baiiveiir Imd Jipimunccd that the procession wa» already on its w<^ 
•to the Cael^eart^. • The stranger hastily^oxcnanged Ins travelling 
5 dress fcTr a suft bf dec]^ niourning* which wxfs m^ide after the fashion 
proper to Phigiand. So attired, he repaired to the, Cathedral, where 
8.9 noble mien 'of tlie cavalier imposeil such respect on the atteiid- 
jints, that he* Alls permitted to apt)r<Jach close to tht side of the 
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bier; md it was across the eoffin of the Qaeen for whom he had 
acted and aafiered eo that tiie gallant Bari of Oxford ex- 

chafed a melancholy with his son. The assistat^, especially 

the En^flish sermateT or Msrffaret, passed on them both with respect 
and wonder, and the dider cavalier, in particular, seemed to them no, 
unapt represiGpOta^e of the faithful subjects of England, paying their 
last duty at the tomb of her who had so long swayed the sceptre, if 
not faumessly, yet always with a bold and resolved hand^ 

The last sound of the solemn dirge had died away, and almost ali* 
the fhneral attendants had rOtireo, when the father and son still 
. lingered in mournful silence beside the remains of their Sovereign. 
The clergy at length approached, and intimated they were about to 
conclude the last duties, by removing the body which bad been lately 
occupied and animated by so hauj^tv and restless a spirit, to the 
dust, darkness, and silence of the taurt, where the long>desceuded 
Counts of Provence awaited dissolution. Six priests raised the bier 
on their shoulders, others bore huge waxeu torches before and be- 
hind the body, as they carried it down a private staircase whicli 
yawned in the floor to admit their descent. The last notes of the 
requiem, in which the churchmen joined, had died away along the 
high and fretted arches of the Cathedral, the last flash of light wliich 
arose from the mouth of the vault had glimmered and disiinpeareil, 
when the Earl of Oxford, taking his sen by the arm, led him in 
silence forili into a small cloistered court behind the building, where 
they found themselves alone. «»They were silent for a fenv minutes, 
for both, and particukrly the father* were deeply afiected. At 
length the Earl spoke. 

And this, then, is her end,” said he. ** Here, royaj lady, all that 
we have planned and pledged life upon falls to pieces w»th thy dis- 
solution ! The heart of resolution, the head of policy is gone ; and 
what avails it that the limbs of theocuterprise still have motion and 
life? Alas, Margaret of Anjou! may Heaven reward tljy virtues, 
and absolve thee from the consequence of thine erroml lioth be- 
longed to thy station, and if thou didst hoist too high a sail in pros- 
perity, never lived there princess who defied more proudly the stormw* 
of adversity, or bore up against them with such dauntless nobility of 
determination. With this event the drama has closed, and our part»r, 
my%on, are ended.” 

"We bear afms, then, against the infidels, my lord?” said Arthur, 
with a sigh that was, how-ever, hardly audible. 

" NoV^ answered the Earl, " uiftil 1 learn that Henry of Richmond, 
the undoubted heir of the house of Lancaster, has no occasion for 
my services. In tlicse jewels, of which y'qu wrote me, so strangely 
lost and rqf^overod, I may be able ^to him with resources more 

needful thaii either your asrvices or But I return no more to 

the camp'ofvthe Dv^ke of Burgundy, for in him there 111 no help.” 

“Can it he possiblfe t^t the power of so grew-tea Soyoreign has- 
been overthrown hr one -fatal battle?” said Atthtir. • 

“By no means,” replied life father. “The loss at Oranson was 
verj great; but to the strength of Burgun^ it is but a scratch 
the shoulderfi. of a giant. It*is tJie spirit of Charles Bwiiself. his wis.^ 
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dom at least, and Ids foresliSrl^i, which have given way nftdcr tho^ 
^mortification of a defeat hy such as he aceonhtod inconsiderable;' 
enemies, and expected to hate tzampled down with a feiir squadrons - 
of his men*at-arms. Then his tempef is become frowt^d, peevish, 

' and arbitrary, devoted to those who natter, snd^ as there is too much 
reason to beUeve,. betray him, and suspicious of those counsellors 
who give him wholesome advice. Kven 1 have had my share of dis- 
trust. Thou knowest 1 refused to bear arms gainst our late hosts, 
.the Swisjs ; and he saw in that no reason for rejecting my attendance 
’•on hi? march. But since ilie defeat of Qronsop I have observed a 
strong and sudden change, owing, perhaps, in some degree, to the 
insinuations of Oampo-Bosso, ana not a little to the injured pride of 
the Duke, who was unwilling that an indifferent person i^ my sitim- ' 
tion, and thinking as I do, should witness the disgrace of liis arms, 
lie spoke in my nearing of lukewarm friends, cold-blooded neutr^ds, 
— of those who, not being with him, must be against him. X tell 
thee, Arthur de Yere, the Duke haa said that which touched my 
honour sd nearly, that nothing but the commands of Queen Mar* 
garct, and the interlsts of the House of Lancaster, could have mh^e 
me remain in his camp. That is over — My royal mistress has 
more occasion for my poor services — the Duke can spare no aid to ' 
our cause — and if he ^uld, we can no longer dispose of the only 
bribe which might ham induced him to afford us succours. The 
power of seconding his views on Provence is buried with Margaret 
of Anjou." 

“ What, then, is your purpose ? ” demanded his son. 

“I propose," said Oxford, “to wait at the court of King llen^ 
until I can j^ear from the Earl of Bichmond, as we must still call 
liim. l«R.m aware that banished men are rareW welcome at the 
court of a foreign prjuce ; but I have been the faithful follower of 
his daughter Margaret. 1 only propose to reside in disguise, and 
dcsiPe i^ither notice nor maintenance ; so methinks King Bend will 
not refusdsto permit me to breathe the air of his dominions, until I 
learn in what direction fortune or duty shall me." 

“Be assured he will not,” answered Arthur. “Bend ia incapable 
of a base or ignoble thought ; and if he could despise trifles as ho 
detests dishonour, he might be ranked high in the list of monarebs." 

This resolution being adopted, the son presented his father at ^ 
King Bend’s court, whom he privately made acquainted that he was* 
a man of quality, and a distinguished Lancastrian. The good King 
would ill his heart have preferfed a guest of lighter accomplish- 
ments and gayer temper to Oxford, a statesman end a soldier of 
melancholy and graveyrhabits. The jSarl was conscious of this, and 
seUom troubled his bQj?.(gyplent and light-hearted host with lus jnea- 
dice. He had, however/ an ortunity of rendering Tlie old King 
a favour o? peculiar value. Tliis was m con^tioting am important 
treaty hsfr^ixh Bend and Louis XL of Fraftce, his nephew. Upoti^ . 
that xrafty 'monarch Bend finally settfed his principality, for the 
necessity of extricating his affairs by such a measure was now 
apparent creh fo himself, every thought of favouring Charles of 
Burgundy uf the arrangement wating died with Qjjeeu MaTg.aret. 
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The policy and wisdom of the English Eari, who was intrusted witli 
almost the sole charge of this secret and delicate measures were of 
the utmost advantage to go^d King Kentf, who was freed from per- 
sonal and pecuniary vexations^ and enabled to go piping and tabour- 
ing to his grave. Louis did not foil to propitiate the plenipotenti*^, 
by throwing out distant hopes of aid to the efforts of the Lancastrian 
party in England. A faint and insecure negotiation was entered 
into upon the subject ; and these affairs, wdiich rendered two journeys 
to Paris necessary on the jmrt of Oxford and his son, in tbe^priug 
and summer of the year 1476, occuiiied them until that year was 
half si)ent. . . 

In the meanwhile, the wars of the Duke of JBurgundy witli the 
Swiss Cantons and Count Perrand of Lorraine continued to rage. 
Before midsummer 1476, Charles had assembled a new army of at 
least sixty thousand men, supported by one hundred and fifty pieces 
of cannon, for the purpose of invading Switzerland, where the war- 
like mountaineers easily levied a host of thirty thousand^ Switzers, 
now accounted almost iiivincible, and called upon their confederates, 
the Free Cities on the lihine, to support them with a powerful body 
of cavalry, llie first efforts of Charles were successful. lie over- 
rau the Pays de Vaud, and recovered* most of the places which he 
had lost after the defeat at Granson. But i^istead of attom^iting to 
secure a w'ell defended frontier, or, what wBuld have been still more 
politic, achieve a peace upon equitable terms witli his redoubtable 
neiglibours, this most obstinate*^ of princes resumed the purpose ol 
penetratiiig into the reccisses of the Alpine mountains, and chasilising 
the mountainecu's even within their own strongholds, though ex])e- 
rience iniglit have taught him the djujgcr, nay, despeuition, of the 
attempt, 'j'hus the news ncecived by Oxford and his son, vfhen they 
ref urned to Aix in niidsiunmer, was, that Duke Charles Imd advanced 
to Moral (or Murten), situated upoif a lake of the same mune, at 
the very enounce of Switzerland. Here report ^aid that Adriaii de 
Bubcnberg, a veteran knight of Berne, commamicd, and iijaintjiiued 
llie most obstinate defence, in expectation of the relief which his 
countrymen w’ere hastily assembling. 

‘‘Alas, my old brother in aVins!" said the Earl to his son, on hear- 
ing these tidings, ‘‘this town besieged, these assaults repelled, this 
.viciuily of an enemy’s country', this ju'ofoutid lake, these inaccessible 
cliffs, threaten a Second part of the tragedy of Gransou, more cala- 
mitous perlnips than even the former.” 

On (lie last week of July, the capital of Provence was agitated by 
one of tliosc unauthorised, yet generally received rumours, which 
transfiut great events with incredible swiftifess, as an apple flung 
from lumd t<^*hand by a'^nutnbev offpeotAop^will pass a given sjWlce 
infinitely faster than ff born® by the moA rapid series of expresses. 
The re])ort anrrounee^ a second defeat of the Burgundws, in terms 
so exaggeralod, as induced the Earl of Oxford to coiAiffer th^^geeater 
part, if not the whole, as atabricatiou. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

* 

And is the hostile troop arrived^ 

And Imve they won the dayt 
It must, have been a bloody field 
fito Darweut fied away ! 

The Ettrick SJiepherd. 

STMvm did not close the eyes of the Earl of Oxford or his son ; for 
altJiougrli the success or defeat of the Duke of Burgfundjr could wot 
now be of importance to their own private or political affairs, yet the 
father did not' cease to interest liimself in the fate of his former 
cr)inpanioii in arms; and the son, with the fire of youth, always 
eai^or after novelty,^ expected to find .something to advance or 
thwart Jiis own pi*o**^ress in every remarkable event which ag'itated 
the world. 

Arthur bail risen from his bed, and was in the act of attiring’ him- 
when the tread of a horse arrested his attention. lie had no 
flooner looked out of the window^ than exclaiming', “News, my 
father, news from the army 1 ” he rushed into the street, where a 
cavalier, who appeared to have ridden very hard, was inquiring^ 
for the two Pliifipsons, ^ther and son. He had no difficulty in 
reoog’uising* Colvin, the master of the Burgundian ordnance. IKs 
ffhaslly look bespoke distress of myid; his disordered array and 
broken annoiir, which seemed rusted will^ rain, or stained with 
giiYC the iiitelli^rence of some affray in which he had pro- 
bably been worsted; and so exhausted was his gallant steed, that it 
w as with diffiAiliy the animal could stand upright. The condition 
of the rider was not mueh^better. When he alighted from his horse 
to greet. Arthur, lie reellifso much that he would have fallen with- 
out insfsiut support. His liorny eye ha<l lost the powder of specula- 
liou ; hi.^ h'mhs possessed imperfectly that of motion, and it was with 
a hsilf siiffoSited voice that he muttered, “ Only fatigue — want of 
j^cst and of food.” 

Ardiur as'^i.sted him into the hou.se, a^d refreshments were pro- 
wn ed ; hut he refused all except a bowl of wine, after tasting which 
lie set it d<»wij, and looking at the Earl of Oxford with an eye of«the 
doep^^st affiicti(»n, lie ejaculated, “The Duke of Burggiudy ! ” 

“ Slain ? ” replied the Ear) ; ** I trust nut ! ” 

•’It might have been better if he ’were,” said the Englishman; 
but dislnmour has come before death.” 

“ Defeated, then ? ” HJiid Oxford- 

“ completely and marfully defeated,” Answered the soldier, 
“ tliiWRll that 1 have scefl tTf Ijpss before was idight in confliarison.” 

♦‘Blit hoWj(p>or where ?*' said the Ean of Oxford were 

.su])erior.s in jmft^bera, n.s we were informed.” • 
r Twft tiS 6ne at Tleiiiit,” answered OolvilT; “and when I speak of 
bur encounter at this luoinciil, I couki^ rend my flesh with my teeth 
IVu'Jicing hert? toll such a tale of shame. We had sat dowrwfor 

1 Ctipidua uovar&m Ycruui. 
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about a week before that palirgr town of Murtcn, or Movat, or what- 
erer it is called. The gwernor, one of those stubborn Tnoiinlain- 
bbars of Berne, baSe us defiance. He would not even condescend to 
shut his ^ates,« but when*we stimraoned the town, returned for 
answer, we might enter if we pleased — we should be suitably ny, 
ceived. I wouH have tried to bring him to reason by a salvo or 
two of artillei^y, but the Duke was too much irritated to listen tc 
good counsel. Stimulated by that black traitor, Oampo-Basso, lie 
ucemed it better to run forward with his whole force upon a pl?w?V 
which, though I could soon have battered it about their ^'^crin an 
e^rs, was yet too sti-ong to be carried by swords, lances, and Jiag- 
buts. We wore beaten off with great loss, and much discourage- 
ment to the soldiers. We then commenced more regularly, and my 
batteries would have brought these mad Switzers to their senses. 
Walls and ramparts went down before the lusty dinnoneers of Bur- 
gundy ; we were well secured also by intreneiimenta against those 
whom we heard of as approaching to raise the siege. But on tlic 
evening of the twentieth of this month, we learned tlmt they were 
close at hand, and Charles, consulting only lift own bold spirit, ad- 
vanced to meet them, reling^uisbing the aavaiitage of our Datteries 
and strong position. By his orders, though against my own Judg- 
ment, I accompanied him with twenty good pieces, and the flower 
of my people. We broke np on the nextrfhorning, and had not ad- 
vanced far before we saw the lances and thick aiTjw' of halberds and 
two-handed swords which crested the mountain. Heaven, too, added 
its tcTTors— A thunder-storm, with all tlie fury of those tempest nous 
climates, descended on both armies, but did most annoyance to ours, 
as our troops, especially the Italians, were more sensible to the 
torrents of rain which poured down, and the rivulets, *’wlu^ch swelled 
into torrents, inundated and disordered .o^jr position, xlic Duke 
for once saw it necessaiy to alter his purpose of instant battle. Jlo 
rode lip to me, and directed me to defend with the canir>n tlie 
retreat which he was about to commence, adding, tlnU lie himself 
would in person sustain me with the men-at-arms. Tab order was 
given to retreat. But the movement gave new spirit to an enemy 
already sufficiently audacious. The ranks of the Swiss instantly 
prostrated themselves in pr^er — a practice on the field of baliU^ 
wiifch 1 have ridiculed — but I will do so no more. When, after five 
minutes, they sprung again on their feet, and began to advance 
rapidly, sounding Uieir horns, and crying their war-cries with all 
their usual ferocity — ^behold, my^ord, the clouds of Heaven opened, 
shedding on the Confederates the blessed light of the returning sun, 
while our ranks were still in the gloom oj the tempest. My men 
were discc^praged. Tfec host behind tkem was retreating; sud- 
den light thrown • on the advaifbing^ 6?vWlzcra show ed alo" the 
mountains a>profn^on of bannens, a glancing of arms, giving to the 
enemy the appearanef; of double the iiumherB tlisij lyfdmitjjierto beer* 
visible to us. I exhorted^niy followers to stand fasti bu£ in doing so 
1 thought a thought, and spoke a word, which was a grievous sin. 
' Btfind fast, my brave caunoneers,’ I said, ‘ we will presently Jgt 
tlipiii hear Ipuder thunders,* And show them moreCg-tal lightnings 
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than their prayers have put down !' My men shouted — But it*was an 
iinpious thought — a blnsphemous speech — and evil came after it. W© 
levelled our guns on the advaneing masses as fairly as caimon were 
ever pohitcd — 1 cau vouch for 1 laid the Grand Duehess icd* Bur- 

gundy myself— Alv. poor Duebessl what rude hands manage thee 
now! — the volley was fired, and ere the smoke spread from the 
muzzles, I could see many a man and many a banner go down. It 
was natural to think such a discharge should have checked the 
whilst the smoke hid the enemy from ub> Imado every 
^JbfforTtfgain to load our cannon, and anxiously dndeavoared to look 
through the mist ^discover* the state pf our opponents* But ere 
our smoke was bleared away, or the cannon again loaded, they came 
headlong down on us, horse and foot, old men and hoys, men-at-arms 
and varlets, chargii^ ap<^to the muzsde of the gmis, and over them, 
with total disre^ra to their lives. My brave fellows were cut 
down, pieroed^through, and overrun, While they were again loading 
tlicir pieces, nor do I believe that a single cannon was fired a second 
time.” 


And the Duke ?^^aid the Earl of Oxford, — did he not support 
jmu?” ^ 

Most loyally and bravely," answered Colvin, ‘‘ with his own body? 
guard of Walloons and Burgundians. But a thousand Italian mer- 
ceuaries went off, and u^^cr showed face again. The pass, too, was . 
cumbered witli the artillery, and iu itself narrow, bordering on 
mountains and cliffs, a deep lake close beside. In short it was a 
place totally unfit for horsemen to act in. In spite of the Duke’s 
utmost exertions, and those of the gallaul Flemings who fought 
around him, all were borne back in complete disorder. 1 was on 
foot, figh^tigf^as Z could, without hopes of my life, or indeed thoughts 
of saving it, when I saw the guns taken and my faithful cannoneers 
slain. But I saw Dukb Charles bard pressed, and took my horse 
from any page that held him— fhou, too, art lost, my poor orphan 
l>oy 1 — I dopid only aid Monseigneur de la Croye and others to ex- 
tricate the Duke. Our retreat became a total rout, and when we 
^reached our rear-guard, which we had left strongly encamped, tlie 
baiuners of the Switzers were waving c^u our batteries, for a lai'gc 
^livisiou had made a circuit through mountain p^,sa^s known only to 
tliemselves, and attacked our camp, vigorously seconded by.that 
accursed Adrian do Bubenburg, who sallied ^om J|[ie belea^ered 
town, so that our intrenclunents were s!omed on both sides at . 
once. — I have more to say, but» having ridden day and night to 
bring you these evil tidings, my tongue clings to the roof of my 
mouth, and I feel that I jean speak i^o more. The rest is all flight , 
andjnassacre, disgraceful to every soldier ^lat shared in it. P 05 
iny ^rt I confess my cdiit^uIhelicMis sclf-coiin3en.ee and Sasolence to 
man, as wclbas blasphemy to Heaven. IT I live, it is but Jto hide my 
disgraced headLiu a cowl, and expiate the nuip<^ous sfiis of a Ucmiv 
lions life. * . ^ , 

With difficulty the broken-minded soldier was prevailed upon to 
't^kc some nourishment and i*cpo»e, together with an opiate, which 
"was nrescribed bv the nhYsicion of King Rentf, who reoommeuded it 
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as Deci^sary to preserve even the reason of his patient^ exluuisled 
hy the events of the battle and subsequent fatig^iie. 

The Earl of, Oxford, dismissing other assistance, wat«5hed alter- 
nately with his s^n at OoMifs bc^dside. Notwithstanding' the draugiit 
that liad been administered, his repose was fur from sound, SuddeiV 
starts, the perspiration which sprung from his brow, the distortions 
of his countenance, and the manner in which lie clenched his fists and 
flung about his limbs, showed that in his dreams lie was again en- 
countering the terrors of a desperate and forlorn combat. Tlii&.U>"'U^ 
► for Several hours; but about noun fatigue and medicine tfrcvailetl 
over nervous excitation, and the defeateti commander fell into a deep, 
and untroubled repose till evening. About sunset he awakened, 
and, after learning with whom and where he was, he partook of re- 
frcBliments, and, without any apparemt conS^ciomnoss of having told 
them before, detailed once more all the particulars of the battle of 
Murten 

“ It were little wide of truth,” he said, to calculate that one half 
of the Duke’s army fell by the sword, or were driven into tlic lake. 
Those who escaped are great part of them acalJtercd,' never again to 
unite- 8uch a desperate and irretrievable rout was never witnessed. , 
We fled like deer, sheep, or any other timid aniroals, which only re- 
main in company because they are afraid to separate, but never tliink 
of order or of defence.” ' 

“ And the J>uke ? ” said the iJarl of Oxford, 

“ We hurried him with us,” mid the soldier, ‘^rather from in'dinot 
lhan loyalty, as men flyivg from a conflagration snatch up wlnit they 
have of value witlionl knowing wliat they are doing. Kniglit and 
knave, oflicer and soldier, fled in the same panic, and ear’ll hla^tof the 
horn of Uri in our rear added new wings to our flight. :: 

“ And the Duke ?” repeated Oxford. 

“At first he resisted our eflbns, and strove to turn back on the 
foe; but when the flight became general, lie galloped altunj With 
without a word spoken, or a command issued. At first ve thou'^ht 
his silence and passiveness, so unusual in a temper so fierv, were fi>r- 
tunate for securing his personal safety. But when we nxfe tlie. w hole'^ 
day, without being able to <Jbtaiii a word of reply to all our questions, 
— when he aterult refused refreshments of every kind, though he haj 
taat^ no food all that disastrous day, —when every variation of his 
moody and unei^tain temper was sunk into silent and sullen despair, 
we look counsel wliat was to be done, and it was by the general voice 
that I was des|>atched to entreat fliat you. for wliOwS^i counsi ls alone 
CTliavlea has boon known to have had some occasional deference, would 
come instantU' to his place of retreat, '^nd erert all your influence to 
awaken hiip^ from this St:ithargy, which otherwise terminate his 
existence. 

“ And what remefiy can I interpose ? ” said Oxford, You know 
how he neglected my'hdvicc, when following it served 

my interest as well as his* own. You are aware that irny life uot^ 
safe among the miscreants tliaf surrounded the Duke, and exercised 
influence over him.” ’ ' 

**Most true,” answered Oolriii; *^but I also knhw he is your 
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aTicient eompatiiom-in-armai ami it would ill become mo to te’acli the 
nc»ble Earl or Oxford what flie Iowa of chivalry require* For your lord- 
ship's safety, eve^ honest man in the army will ffive willing: fieciiiifey/' 
“It is for that 1 care least/* said Oxford, indiffereTitly ; “ and if iu- 
.doed my presence can be of service to the Duke,— 5f I could believe 
*that he desired it- — ” 

“lie does— he does, my lord ! ** said the faithful soldier, with tears 
in his etes. “Wc hoard 1dm name yonr name, as if tlw words 
Mj^caped him in a painful dream.” ' 

1^2 ’#?U go to liim, such being the case,” said Oxford. — “ I will go 
instantly. Where did he purpose to estaldish his headquaartcra ? ” 

“ He had fixed nothing for himself on that or other matters ; but 
Monsieur de Contay named La Riviere, near Saliiis, in Upper Bur- 
gumW, as the place of his retreat.” 

Tfhither, tneifj will we, my son, with all haste of preparation. 
Thou, Colvin, hadst better remain here* and see some holy maiutobc 
assoilzied for thy hasty speech on the battle-field of Morat. There 
was offence in it without doubt, but it will be ill atoned for by quitting 
a generous master when he hath most need of your gfood service ; and 
it is but an act of cowardice to reti^eat into the clo&ter, till we have 
no longer active duties to perform in this world*” 

“ It is true,” said Colvin, “ that should 1 leave the Duke now, per- 
haps not a mail would st^ behind that could stell a cannon properly. 
The sight of your lordship cannot but operate favourably on my noble 
paaster, since it has waked the old soVlier in myself. If your lordship 
can delay your journey till to-morn^w, I wilL,have my spiritual affairs 
settled, and my bodily health sufficiently restored, to be \onr guide 
to La Riviere; and, for the cloister, 1 will think of it when I fnive 
regained 1^ie%'ood name whicli 1 have lost at Marten. Hut I will 
have masses said, and these right powerful, for the souls of iny p(»or 
cannoneers.” , 

The proposal of Colvin was adopted, and Oxford, w itli his son, at- 
teiideil by*Thiebaiilt, spend the day iii preparation, excepting the timie 
necessary f8 take formal leave of King Rend, who seemed to part 
jwith them mth regret. In company with tlie ordnance officer of the 
discomfited Duke, they traversed those pArts of Provence, Dauphhid, 
^nd Frauche Compte, which lie between Aixand the place to which 
The Duke of Burgundy liad retreated; but the distance and iucon.. 
venience (►f so long a route consumed more than a fiE)rtnight on the 
road, and the month of July'l470 ivas coniinenced, wdien the traveb 
lers arrived in Upper Burgundy, and at tlie CasUc of Lh Riviere, 
about twenty miles to the south of the town of Salin.s. I'he Castle^ 
which w’as but of small si 2 ye, was surrounded by very inuny tents, which . 
were pitched in a crowded,^disordered, aiKL^^msoJdier-li.l^e manner, 
very unlike the discipline iisiially’obscrved in the camp of Charles 
the Bold. That the Duke was present there, hQ 3 yever,,was attested 
,by his br^d^bbuper, which, rich with all its quarterings, streamed' 
l^from the Battloments of the castle. The ^lard turned out to receive 
the strangers, but in a manner so disorderly, that the Earl looked to 
explanation. ^ The master of the ordnance shrugged up 
“l&is shoulders,. pnd was silent. 
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Colvia having sent in notice of his arrival^ aud that of the English 
Earh Monsieur de Contay cfitused tliem presently to be admitted^ and 
expressed much ioy at their arrival. 

” A few of uVyie said/^^frue servants of tlie l>uke, are holding 
council here, at which yqur assistancej my noble Lord of Oxford, 
will be of the utmost importance. Messieurs De la Croye, De Craon> 
Bubemprd^ and others, nobles of Burgundy, are^ now assembled to 
superintend the defence of the country at this exigence.’^ 

They all expressed delight to see the Earl of Oxford, aud had pnljl 
abstiidned from thrusting their attentions on him the last tSne ne 
%as in the Duke's camp, as they understood it was his wish to 
observe incognito. 

‘‘ His Grace,** said De Craon, ** has asked after you twice, aud on 
botli times by your assumed name of Philipson.^ 

** I wonder not at that, my Lord of Craon/* re'plied the English 
nobleman; **the origin of the name took its rise iu former days, 
when I was here during my first exile. It was then said, that we 
poor Lancastrian nobles must assume other names than our own, 
and the good Duke Philip said, as I was brot)^r-in-arms to his son 
Charles, 1 must be called after himself, by the name of Philipson. 
Ill memojy of the good sovereign, I took that name when the day oi 
need actually arrived, and 1 see that tlie Duke thinks of our early 
intimacy by his distingui^ing me so.— Hon fares his Grace ? 

The Burgundians looked at each other, aud there was a pause. 

Even like a man stunned, Arave Oxford/’ at length De Contay 
replied. Sieur d’Arg^tin, you can best inform the noble Earl of 
tlie condition of our sovereign.” 

He is like a man distracted,** said the future liis^orian of tliat 
busy period. “ After the battle of Granson, he was never, to my 
thinking, of the same sound judgment as before. But tlieu, he was 
capricious, unreasonable, peremptory, and inconsistent, and resented 
evety counsel that was offered, as if it had been meant in 111801/,; was 
jealous of the least trespass in point of ceremonial, as if Jiis subjects 
were holding him in contempt. Now there is a total cUange, as ii 
this second blow had stunned him, and suppressed the violent passions 
which the first called intooactiou. He is silent as a Carthusian, 
solitary as a hermit, expresses interest in nothing, least of all iu the 
guidance of his army. He was, you know, anxious about his dress ; 
so much so, that there was some affectation even in the rudenesses 
which he practised iu that matter. But, woe’s me, you will sec a 
clmtige now ; he will not suffer Ms hair or nails to be trimmed or 
arranged. He is totally heedless of respect or disrespect towards 
him, takes little or no nourishment, uses ^rong wines, which, how- 
ever, do not seem to a$(^ct his understandin|f ; he will hear nothing 
of war or state affairs, as Ifttle of Lantfpg bi* of sport. Suppose an 
anchorite brought pom a cell to govern a kingdom, ywx see in him, 
except in point of aovotion, a picture of the fierv acti/e Charles of 
Burgundy.” , - c ' ! * ^ 

“ You speak of a mind deeply wounded, Sieur d’Argentin,** replied 
the Englishman. Think you it fit I should present myself before 
the Duke?” ^ ^ 
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“I will inquire,” said Contay; and, leaving the apaiiment, re- 
turned presently, and made a sira to the Earl to follow him. 

In a cabinet, or closet, the unfortunate Charles reclined in a larg^e 
arm-chair, his le^s carelessly stretched on a footstoel, but so changed 
^i^at the Earl of Oxford could have believed what he saw to be the 
gliost of the .once fiery Duke. Indeed, tlie shaggy length of htur 
which, streaming from his head, mingled with his beard ; the hollow- 
ness of the caverns, at the bottom of which rolled his wild eyes ; the 
falling ill of the breast, and the advance of the shoulders, gave tlie 
ghastly •appearance of one who has suffered the final agony which 
takes from mortality the signs of life and energy. His very costume 
"(a cloak flung loosely over him) increased nis resemblance to a 
shrouded phantom. De Contay named the Earl of Oxford ; but the 
Duke gazed on him with a lustreless eye, and gave him no ansv/er. 

“ Speak to him, •bravo Oxford/^ said the Burgundian in a whisper ; 
" he is even worse than usual, but perhaps he may kuow your voice.” 

Never, when the Duke of Burgundy was in the most palmy state 
of his fortunes, did the noble Englislimau kneel to kiss his hand with 
such sincere reveren^ie. He respected in him, not only the afflicted 
friend, but the humbled sovereign^ upon whose tower of trust the 
lightning had so recently broken. It was probably the falling of a 
teifr upon liis hand which seemed to awake the Duke’s attention, for 
lie looked towards the EJrl, and said, Oxford — Fliilipson — my old 
— rny only friend, hast thou found me out in this retreat of shame 
and misory?” • 

I am not your only friend, my lord,” said»Oxford. ‘‘Heaven has 
given you many affectionate friends among your natural and loyal 
subjects. But though a stranger, and saving the allegiance I owe to 
my lawful sovereign, I will yimd to none of them in the respect and 
deference which I have paid to your Grace in iirosperity, and now 
come to render to you in adversity.” 

“Adversity, indeed!” said the Duke; “irremediable, intolerable 
adversity ;*l^as lately Charles of Bargmid}", called the Bold — ^now 
am I twice Imatcii by a scum of German peasants ; my standard taken, 
my men-at-arms put to flight, my camp twice plundered, and c^i 
time of value? more than equal to the priefe of all Switzerland fairly 
; myself hunted like a caitiff' goat or chamois-r-the utmost sjiito 
oi hell could never accunuilute more shame ou the head of a sove- 
reign I ” • 

“ On the contrary, my lord,” said Oxford, “ it is a trial of heaven, 
which calls for patience and strength of mind. TJie bravest and best 
knight may lose? the saddle ; he is but a laggard who lies rolling ou 
'he sand of the lists afier^the accident has chanced.” 

“ Ha, laggard sayst thoji ?”,saidthc Duke, ^me part offcis anbient 
ipirit awakened by the broad»taunt; “leitvc mypresenc<^ sir, and 
•oturii to it ii«morc, till you are summoned thither --7-^” 

“ Which T^ill be no later than yoiy: Grace quits your disba* 

Mlii, and tusposes youreelf to see your vassals and friends with such 
,tereinony as befits you and them,” said the Earl, composedly. 

* “Jlow moan ytju by that, Sir Earl ? You are unmannerly.” * 
‘Mfl be. mv Surd. I am taught uW uT-breeding by ciwjumstaucea. 
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I can raburn over fallen dignity ; but I cannot honour him who dis- 
honours himself, by bending, like a regardless boy, beneath the scourge 
of evil fortune.” 

“ And whom am I that yc?u should term me such ? ” said Cliarlo**:^ 
starting up in all his natural pride and ferocity ; ** or who arc you but* 
a miserable exile, that you should break in upon my privacy wltli 
such disrespectful upbraiding ? ” 

‘*Por me,” replied Oxford, "I am, as you say, an unrespected 
exile ; nor am 1 ashamed of my condition, since unshaken loyajtv^to 
my king and Jiis successors has brought mo to it. But in ymi, can 1 
recognise the Duke of Burgundy in a sullen hermit, whose guards 
are a disorderly soldien*, dreadful only to iheir friends ; whose conn-- 
cils are in confusion for want of their sovereign, and who himself 
lurks, like a lamed wolf in its den, in an obscure ctistle, waiting but a 
blast of the Switzer's horn to fling open its gates, which there are 
none to defend ; who wears not a kniglitly sword to protect his per- 
son, and cannot even die like a stag at bay, but must be worried like 
a hunted fox?” 

“ Death and hell, slanderous traitor ! ” thiind^/reJ tlie Duke, glanc- 
ing a look at his side, and perceiving himself without a weapon,— 
^'It is w’cll for thee I have no sword, or thou sboiildst never boast of 
thine insolence going uiipunisbed. — Contav, step forth like a good 
knight, and confute the caUimiiiutor. Sa.}, are not my soldiers ar- 
rayed, disciplined, and in order?” 

My lord,” said. Contay, trc?abling fbrave as ho was in battle) at 
at the frantic rage wbicb Charles exhioited, ‘‘there are a niiniorinis 
soldiery yet under your command, but they are in evil order, and in 
worse discipline, I think, than they were wont.” ^ 

“ 1 see it — 1 see it,” said the Duke ; “ idle and evil coui^ellors arc 
VC all. — Hearken, Sir of Contay, what have^you and the rest of yon 
been doing, holding as you do large»lands and high fiefs of us, that ! 
c annot stretch jny limbs on a sick-bed, when my heart is half Woken, 
but my troops must fall into such scandalous disorder a^xiiosea me 
to the scorn and reproach of each beggarly foreigner ? 

/‘My lord,” replied Contay more firmly, “we have done what wo 
could. But your grace lAs accustomed your mercenary generalii 
ancl^lcaders of Free Comiianies, to take Iheir orders only from 
own month, or hand. Tney clamour also for pay, am] the treasurer 
refuses to issue it without your Grace’s order, as" he alleges it might 
cost him his head ; and tliey will not be guided and restrained, either 
by us or those who compose your council.” 

The Duke laughed sternly, but was evidently somewhat pleased w ith 
reply. 

‘‘ Ila, ha * / he said,- " it is only Bur^^iinsJy wdio can ride his own 
wild horses, and rhle his own wild sdfeery. Hark thee, Contay — 
To-morrow I ride forth to review the troops — ^for wlja# disorder has 
passed allowance shall b^madc. Pay also shall -but woe 

to those who shall have offended too deeply ! • J^et my grooifls of 
chamber know to provide me Ifitiiiig dress and arms. 1 have got n 
lessbn” (glancing a dark look; at Oxford), “and 1 ^dll not agaiii^bb 
insulted wittont the means ofwil'aking my veiigeanct^ Begone, botn 
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of you. And, Contay, send the treasurer hither with his accounts^ 
ana woe to his soul if I find auj^ht to complain of! Beg^one, I say, 
and send him hither.” 

They left the apartment with suitable* obeisance.* As tlicy retired, 
'the Duke said abruptly, “ Lord of Oxford, a word with you. Where 
did you study medicine ? In your own famed university, I suppose. 
Thy physic hath wrought a wonder. Yet, Doctor Philipson, it might 
have cost thee tliy life.” 

i'T have ever thought my life cheap,” said Oxford, when the ob- 
ject waS to help my friend.” ' 

Then art indeed a friend,” said Charles, ^ and a fearless one. 
But go — I have been sore troubled, and thou hast tasked my temper 
closely. To-morrowwe will speak further ; meantime I forgive thee, 
and I honour theg.” 

The Earl of Oxford retired to the Council-hall, where the Burgun- 
dian nobility, aware of what had jiassed, crowded around him with 
thanks, compliments, and congratulations. A general bustle now 
ensued; orders were luirricd off in every direction. Those officers 
who had duties to pite-form which had been neglected, hastened to 
conceal or to atone for (heir nogligojice. There was a general tumuli 
in the camp, but it W'as a tumult of joy ; for soldiers are always most 
pleased when they are l^st in order for performing their military 
service ; and license or itnuitivity, however acceptable at times, are 
not, when continued, so agreeable to their nature, as strict discipline 
and a prospect of employment. • 

'J^he treasurer, who was, luckily for hitn, a man of sense and 
method, having been two hours in private with the Duke, returned 
with looks €»4 wonder, and professed, that never in CharlesV most 
l»rospcroug days, had he shown liimsclf more acute in the dt'part- 
ment of finance, of wlucli lie had but that morning s^eemed tcdally 
incapable: and the merit w'as Universally attributed to the visit of 
Lord whose timely reprimand had, like the shot of a cannon 

dispersing firul mists, aTvakened the Duke from his black and bilious 
melancholy. 

On 11 1 e following day, Charles reviewe^l Jiia troops with his nsn.'d 
attention, dii'ected new levies, made varions dispositions of his forctis, 
CO]'] eoted the faults of their discipline by severe orders, Mjiich. 
were enforced by some deserved punishments (of wd^ich the Irjdiaif 
mcrconuries of Campo-Biisso luid a large snare), and rendered 
^)ahLf able by the payment of arrears, which was calculated to li 
tliem to the standard under, which they served. 

The Duke also, after consultiiig witn his council, agreed to con- 
voke meetings of tlio Stales in his difierent territories, redress cer- 
tain pojuilar grievances, eaul grantBomeboonf winch he Jild Jiitlierto 
denied ; and thus began to m>oii a new Account of poputiritv with 
his subicetr,, jffi jdaee of that wliicli his raslinesi* hw.d exllausteo. 
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CHAPTER XXXY. 

-Here’s a weapon now. 

Shall shake a conquering general in Ills tent, 

A monarch on liia throne, or reach a prelate, 
llowovei* holy bo his oftices. 

H’cn while he serves the ultar. 

Old Play, 


Fjiom this time all was activity in the Duke of Burffuiicly^s court' 
and army. Money was collected, soldiers were levied, and certain 
news of the Confederates* motions only were wanting* to bring on 
the campaign. But although Charles was, to alf outward appear- 
ance, as active as ever, yet those who were more immediately about 
his person were of opinion that he did not display the soundness ol* 
mind, or the energy of judgment, which had been admired in him 
before these calamities. He was still liable to^fits of moody melan- 
choly, similar to those which descended upon Saul, and was vehe- 
mently furious when aroused out of them. Indeed, the Earl of 
Oxford himself seemed to have lost the uower which he had exer- 
cised over him at first. Nay, thou§'li in ^neral Charles was both 
grateful and affectionate towards him, he evidently felt humbled by 
the recollection of his having witnessed his impotent and disastrous 
condition, and was so ui^ucli afraid of Lord Oxford being supposed 
to lead liis counsels, that he often repelled his advice, merely, as it 
seemed, to show his own independence of mind. ^ 

In these froward humours, the Duke was much enc<^ragcd by 
Campo-Basrio. That wily traitor now saw his master’s afiairs totter- 
ing lo their fall, and he resolved to fend his lever to the work, so ii\i 
to ( utitlc him to a share of the spoil. He regarded Oxford ns one 
of tlie most able friends and counsellors who adhered Duke; 

he thought he saw in his looks that he fathomed his own treacher- 
ous ])ur])ose, and therefore he hated and feared him. Besides, in 
order i>erhai)s to colour ov8r, even to his own eyes, the abominable 
perfidy he nioditated, he affected to be exceedingly enraged agaiii^ 
the Duke for the late punishment of marauders belonging to lift 
Italian bands. ^ lie believed that chastisement to have been iii- 
lliclcd by the advice of Oxford ; and he suspected that the measure 
was pressed with the hope of discovering that the Italians bad not 
pillaged for their own emolument only, but for that of their com- 
inander. Believing that Oxford was thuisL. hostile to him, Gampo- 
Basso woi^d have speorlily found mcan^ to Jake him out of hi.s patJi, 
had not the Earl lihuself iruund it pnident to observe some precau- 
tions ; anh the lorfls of Flanders and Burgundy, who feved him for 
the very reasons for*'w'hiph the Italian abhorre(Vhiift,*^aJchcd over 
his safety with a vigilance, of which he himself was ignorant, bu^ 
which cerhiinly was tlte means? of preserving his life. 

3 It was not to be supposed that Ferrand of Lorraine should hav6 
left his viclvjry so long unhdjn’ovcd ; but the »Swis*ri Confederate.^? 
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who were the strength of his foreos, in.sistocl tliattlio firsL opcniliows 
should take place in Savoy and the Fays de Yaud, where the Bur- 
gfuudians liad many ^i^arrisons, which, tkou^Ii they received no relief, 
, vut were not easily oi* speedily reduced. Besides, tlie Switzers being*, 
like most of the national soldiers of the time, a kind of militia, most 
of them returned home, to get in their harvest, and to deposit their 
spoil in safety. Ferraud, therefore, though bent on pursuing his 
success witliwl tlie ardour of youthful chivalry, was prevented from 
nTitking any movement in advance until the month of December, 
1476. In the mean time, the Duke of Burgundy^s forces, to be least 
burdensome to the country, were cantoned in distant places of liis 
dominions, where every exertion was made to perfect the discipline 
of the new levies. The Duke, if left to himself^ would liave precipi- 
tated the struggle by again assembling his forces, and pushing for- 
ward into the Ilelvetian territories ; but though lie inwardly foamed 
at the recollection of Granson and Murten, the memory of these 
disasters was too recent to permit such a plan of the campaign. 
Meantime, weeks glided past, and the month of December w’as far 
advanced, when, one^morning, as the Duke was silting in council, 
Oam|) 0 'Basso suddenly entered, wfth a degree of extravagant rap- 
ture in his countenance, singularly different from the cold, regu- 
lated, and subtle smile \nliich was usually his utmost advance towards 
laughter. “ Guantes^*^^ he said, Guanteis^ for luck's sake, if it 
please your Grace.'' . 

“ And what of good fortune comes nigh us ? said the Duke, — 
“ Methought she had forgot the *way to ouf gates.” 

She has returned to them, please your Highness, with her cornu- 
copia full of •choicest gifts, ready to pour her fruit, her flowers, her 
treasures? on the head of the sovereign of Europe most v/orthy to 
receive them.” • ^ 

“ Tlie meaning of all this ? ” said Duke Charles ; “ riddles are for 
cliildreni' 

“The h^r-brained young madman Ferrami, who calls himself of 
Lorraine, has broken down from tlie mountains, at the head of a 
desultory army of scapegraces like him#’>elf ; and what think you, — 
lia! ha! ha! — they are overrunning Lorraine, and have taken Nancy 
^ha!ha!ha!” • 

“ By my good faith, Sir Coxuit,” said Contay, astoiwshcd at the gay 
humour with which the Italian treated a matter so seriniis, “ I have 
seldom heard a fool laugh more gaily at a more scurvy jest, than you, 
a 'wise'man, laugh at the loss of die principal town of liie province 
we are fighting foi’.” 

“ I laugh,” said Cartfpo-Basso, “ among ^he spears, as my war- 
liorse does — ha! ha! — this trumpets. ' I .laugh -iftso over the 
destruction the enemy, mid the diviuing of the spoils as eagles 

scream thci» j«y over the division of tlieir pra^ ; 1 laugn ” 

^ “ You fcitignj* ^lid the Lord of Contayf 'v^^'Xing impatient, “when 
you have all the mirth to yourself, as.you laughed after our losses at 
Granson and Murten.” 

1 Ouantes, nsed^y the Spanish as the Froflch^ay etrennes, or th^Enf^llsh handsel! 
*or luckpenny-- phrases used by inferiors to their patrons a& the bringers of good news. 
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‘‘Peace, sir,” said the Duke. “The Count of Oampo-Basso has 
viewed the case as I do. , Tliis youiig knight-errant ventures from 
the protection of liis inouii tains; and Heaven deal with me as I keep 
my oath, when 1 swear that the next fair field on which we meet shall 
see one of us dead ! It is now the last week of the old year, and 
before Twelfth -Day we will sec whether he or I shall find tlie bean 
in the cake. — To arms, my lords ; let our camp instantly break up. 
and our troops move forward towards Lorraine. Scndfkn the Ituliai, 
and Albanian light cavalry, and the Stradiots, to scour the couJIfl'j 
in tho van — Oxford, thou wilt bear arms in this journey, wilt thou 
not?" 

“ Surely," said the Earl. “I am eating your Highnesses bread; 
and when enemies invade, it stands with my honour to fight for yom 
Orace as if I was your born subject. With your Of ace’s permission. 
I will despatch a pursuivant, who shall carry letters to my lute kind 
host, the Landauxman of Unterwalden, acquainting him with mj 
purpose." 

The Duke having given a ready assent, th^ pursuivant was dis- 
missed accordingly, and returned in a few hours, so near had the 
armies approached to each other. He bore a letter from the Lau- 
damman, lu a tone of courtesy and even kindness, regretting that 
any cause should have occurred for bearij% arms against his late 
guest, for whom he expressed liigh personal regard, ’pie same 
])ursuivant also brought greetings from the family of the Biedermans 
to their friend Arthur, and a separate letter, addressed to tlie same 
person, of which the conleuts ran thus : — 

“ Iluclolnh Donnerhugel is desirous to give the young merchant, 
Arthur Philipson, the opportunity of finishing the bSr^in which 
rennained unsettled between them in the castle-court of (Teierdtein. 
He is the more d(jsii*oud of this, as J^c is aware that the said Artliur 
Inis done him wrong, in seducing the allections of a certain n^aiden 
of riink, to whom he, Philipson, is not, and cannot Anything 
beyond an ordinary acquaintance. Iludolph Donnerhugei will send 
Artliur Philipson Void, when a fair and equal meeting can take 
place on neutral ground. In the mean time, ho will be as often as 
pc^ssible in the first rank of the skirmishers.” 

Young' Arthur’s heart leapt high as he read the defiance, the pi<pieii 
tone of Avhich s^'owed tho state of the writer’s feelings, and argued 
.sufficiently Riidolph’d disaiipointment on the subject of Anno ol 
(aeierstein, and his suspicion that die had bestowed iier afle<;tipns on 
the youthful stranger. Arthur found means of despatching a reply 
to the cliallenge of the Swiss, assuring him of the pleasure with 
which.he wyuhl attend Jtiis commands, cjthcr in front of the line or 
cLsewhcre, as* Rudolph might desirds „ 

Me.antinie the armies were closed approaching to ea&ii other, and 
the light troops soinetlmes met. The Stradiots f|'opf tfop V^metian 
lorritory, a sort of cavalry Resembling that of die Turks, 'j)crfi>rracd 
niuch of that service on tne part of tlic Burgundian army, for whicli, 
indeed, if their fidelity could have been relied on, tlitiy were admir- 
ably well qualified. The Earl of Oxford observed, that these men, 
wdio were under the command of^Campo-Busso, always hropglit in 
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mtellig:once that the enemy were in indifferent order, and in full 
vetreat. Besides, information was communicated through their 
means, that sundry individuals, agrainst whom the Duke of Burg undy 
^ entertained |3eeuliar personal dislike, and wliom h<? specially desired 
' to get into his hands, had taken refiige In Nancy. This greatly in- 
creased the Duke’s ardour for retaking that place, which beesame 
perfectly ungovernable when he learned that Ferraiid aiid Ins S^viss 
allies had drawn off to a neighbouring position called Saint Nicholas, 
OR the. news of his arrival. The greater part of the Burgundian 
c«>ansellers, together with the Earl of Oxford, protested against hia 
besieging a place of some strength, while an active enemy lay in the 
neighbourhood to relievo it. They remonstrated on the smallness of 
liis army, on the severity of the weather, on the difficulty of obtaining 
])rovisions, and exhorted the Duke, that having made such a move- 
ment as had forced the enemy to retreat, he ought to suspend 
decisive operations till spring. Charles at first tried to dispute and 
repel these arguments ; but when his counsellors reminded him that 
he was placing himself and his army in the same situation as at 
Granson and SlurtenP, he became furious at the recollection, foamed 
at the moutli, and only answered h\ oaths and imprecations, that he 
would be master of Nancy before I’welfth-Day. 

Accordingly, the arn^f of Burgundy sat down before Nancy, in 
a strong position, protected by flic hollow of a water-course, and 
covered with thirty pieces of eaunqp, which Colvin liad under las 
charge. 

Having indulged his obstinate temy)cr iii1.hus arranging the cam- 
paigtj, the Duke seemed to give a little more liced to the advice of 
his counsellors toucljing the safety of his person, and permitted the 
I'krrl of GUford, with his son, aiul two or three officers of his iiousc- 
hold, men of approved "trust, to^sleep within his pavilion, in addition 
to tlie usual guard. 

It wtuited throe days of Chri.stinas when the Duke sat down before 
Nancy, and on that very evening a tumult liappencd which seemed 
to .pistify the alarm for his personal safety. It was midnighl, and 
all in the ducal pavilif>ii were at rest, wiieii ii cry of treason arose. 
The Earl of Oxford, drawing his sword, and snatching* up a light 
^fiiich burned beside him, rushed into the Duke’s apartment^ and 
found him standing on the fioor totally undressed, bui wdth his sword 
ill Ills hand, and striking around him no furioualy that the VauI him- 
self had difficulty in avoiding hi% blows.^ The resi of his officers 
rushed* in, their w*eaj»ons drawn, and their cloaks wrapped around 
their left arms, when^the Duke was somewhat composed, and 
found himself surrouin^d by his friends, Ije informed iheiiu with 
rage and agitation, that thcT officers of ^le Secret Tiibifnal had, in 
spite of tlie vigilant precautidiis taken, found means to gahi cutrance 
into Ins clmiiber, and charged him, under the highest penalty, to 
appear Jb'J^bre tpo^loly Vidimc upon Chrfe^mas night, 

. The bvskinders heard this story with astonishment, and some of 
^ them w'ere uncertain whether they ought to consider it as a rejility 
ov*a dream of Ijie Duke’s irritable fagey. But the citation was found 
im the Duke's toilet, written, as was the form, upofi parchment, 
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fti^eted with three crosses, and stack to the table with a knife. A 
slip of wood had been also cut from the table. Oxford read the 
summons with attention. Jt named, as usual, a place where the 
Duke was cited fo come unarmed and unattended, and from whicli 
it was said he would be guided to the scat of judgment. 

Chaides, after looking at the scroll for some time, gave yeut to his 
thoimhts. 

** r know from what quiver this arrow comes,” ho said. “ It is 
shot by that degenerate noble, apostate priest, and accomBlice 
sorcerers, Albert of Geierstein. We have heard that he is among 
tlie motley group of murderers and outlaws, whom the old fiddler of 
Provence’s grandson has raked together. But, by Saint George of' 
Bur^iidy ! neither monk’s cowl, soldier’s casque, nor conjuror’s cap, 
shall save him after such an insult as this. 1 will cle^adc liim from 
knighthood, hang him from the highest steeple in Nancy, and his 
daughter shall mioose between the meanest nerd-boy in my army 
and the convent of Jilles repmUea!*^ 

Whatever are your purposes, my lord,” said Contay, ^‘it were 
surely best be silent, when, from this late apjfiarition, we may con- 
jecture that mdre than we wot of may be within hearing.” 

The Duke seemed struck with this hint, and was silent, or at least 
only muttered oaths and threats betwixt hi^^teeth, while the strictest 
search was made for the intruder on his repose. But it was in vain. 

Charles continued his researches, incensed at a flight of audacity 
higher than ever had been ventured upon by these Secret Societies, 
who, whatever might be^the dread in^^ired by them, had not as yet 
attempted to cope with sovereigns. A trusty party of Burgundians 
were sent on Christmas night to watch the spot (a musting of four 
cross roads) named in the summons, and make prisoners of any 
wliom tlie}" could lay hands upon ; but no suspicious persons appeared 
at or near the place. The Duke u5t the less continued to impute 
the affront he had received to Albert of Geierstein. Tliere^was a 
price set upon liis head ; and Campo-Basso, always williiffc,' to please 
his masters mood, undertook that some of his Italians, sufficiently 
experienced in such feats, ^^hould bring the obnoxious baron before 
him, alive or dead. Colvin, Contay, and others, laughed in secret at 
tlie Italian’s promises. 

** Subtle as he is,” said Colvin, "he will lure the wild vulture from 
the heavens before he gets Albert of Geierstein into his power.” 

Artliur, to whom the words of the Duke had given subject for no 
small anxiety, on account of Anne of Geierstein, and of hei father 
for lier sake, breathed more lightly on hearing his menaces held so 
cheaply. 

It was tlfO second day after thisialarfii that Oxford felt a desire to 
reconnoitre the camp of iTerraiid of torraine, having some doubts 
whether the' streifgtb and position of it were accui^ely reported. 
He obtained the Duke’s consent for this purpose, frho,*‘at tj^ie same 
time, made him aud his* son a present of two noble’ steeds of great 
power and speed, which he himself highly valued. . 

So soon as the Duke’s pleftsnprc was communicated to the ItalTan« 
County he exipressed the utmost joy that he was to have the assistr^ 
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ance of Oxford^s agfc and experience upon an expl6ratory party, and 
selected a chosen band of a hundred Stradiots, whom he said lie had 
sent sometimes to skirmish up to the^very beards of the Switzers. 
The Earl showed himself much satisfied with the active and intelli- 
gent manner in which these men i)erformed their duty, and drove 
before them and dispersed some parties of Ferrand’s cavalry. At 
the entrance of a little ascending* valley, Campo-1 lasso communi- 
cated to the English nobleman, that if they could advance to the far- 
4iher extremity, they would have a full view of the enemy's position. 
Two br three Stramots then spurred on to examine tliis defile, and, 
returning back, communicated with their leader in their own lan- 
guage, who, pronouncing the passage safe, invited the Earl of Ox- 
ford to accompany him. They proceeded through the valley without 
seeing an enGmy, but on issuing upon a plain at the point intimated 
by Campo-Basso, Arthur, who was in the van of the Stradiots, and 
separated from his father, did indeed see the camp of Duke Perrand 
within half a mile's distance ; but a body of cavalry had that instant 
issued from it, and were riding hastily towards the gorge of the val- 
ley, from which hcihad just emerged. He was about to wheel his 
horse and ride olT, but, conscioua of the great of the animal, 

he thought he might venture to stay for a moment's more accurate 
survey of the camp, ^lie Stradiots who attended him did not wait 
his orders to retire^ but went off, as was indeed their duty, when 
attacked by a superior force. 

Meantime, Arthur observed that the Knight, who seemed leader 
of the advancing squadron, mounted on Oi powerful horse that shook 
the earth beneath him, bore on his sliield the Bear of Berne, and had 
otherwise the appearance of the massive frame of Kiidolnh Donner- 
hugel. He was satisfied of this when he beheld the cavaiier halt liis 
party and advance towards him alone, putting his lance in rest, and 
moving slowly, as if to give him time for preparation. To accept 
sudl a^liallcnge, in such a moment, was dangerous, but to refuse it 
was dis;:;‘'acefiil ; and while Arthur’s blood boiled at the idea of chas- 
tising an insolent rival, he was not a little pleased at licart that their 
meeting on horseback gave him aii advantage over the Swiss, 
througn his perfect acquaintance witli the practice of the tournay, 
in wliich lludolph might l e supposed more ignorant. 

They met, as was the phrase of the time, manful under Shield.”. 
The lance of tlie Swiss glanced from the helmet tlie Englishman, 
against which it was addressed, while tlie spear of Arthur, directed 
riglji against the centre of his adversary's body, was so justly aimed, 
and so truly seconded by the full fury of the career, as to pierce, not 
only the shield whicl^liung round tlie ill-fated warriors neck, but a 
breast-plate, and a shirt oiJ mail which he »vore bencatli it. Passing 
clear tnrough the body, *the steel point of the weapon was oiw 
stopped b^ tpe back-piece of the unfortunate cavalier, who fell head- 
long from hiL horse, as if struck by ligjitniiig, X'olled twice or thrice* 
over'on the ground; tore the earth witFhis hands, and then lay pros- 
trate a dead corpse. 

• There waB*a cry of rage and grief among tliose men-at-arms whose 
ranks BudQl^h had that instant Ibft^ and many coucjied their lances 
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to aveugfe him; but Ferraud of Lorraine, who was present in person, 

ordered them to make prisoner, but not to harm the successful cham- 
pion, This was accomplished, for Arthur had not time to turn his 
bridle for flig^ht, aifd resistance would have been madness. 

When brought before Ferrand, lie raised his visor, and said, “Is it 
well, my lord, to make captive an adventurous Knight, for doing his 
devoir against a personal cluillenger ? 

“Do not complain, Sir Arthur of Oxford,” said FeiTau^ “before 
you experience injury — You arc free. Sir Knight. Your father anct 
you were faithful to my rf)yal aunt Margaret, and although she was 
my enemy, 1 do justice to your fidelity m her behalf; and from re- 
spect to her memory, disinherited as she was like myself, and to 
please my grandfather, who I think had some regard for you, I give 
you your freedom. But I must also care for your safety during your 
return to the camp of Burgundy, On this side of the hill we are 
loyal and true-hearted men, on the other they arc traitors and mur- 
derers. — You, Sir Count, will, I think, gladly see our captive ])laced 
in safety.” 

The Knight to whom Ferrand addressed liiAisclf, a tall stately 
man, put himscl# in motion to attend on Arthur, while the former 
was expressing to the young Duke of Lorraine the sense he enter- 
tained of his chivalrous conduct. “FarewejA, Sir Arthur de Vere,” 
said Ferrand. “ Y(»u have slain a noble champion, and to me a 
most useful and faithful friend. But it was done nobly and openly, 
with equal arms, and in the front'bf the line; and evil befall him who 
entertains feud first ! ” Arthur bowed to his saddic-bow. Ferrand 
returned the salutation, and they parted. 

Arthur and his new companion had ridden but a little®>vay up the 
ascent, when the strangei* spoke thus : — • 

“ We liave been fellow-travellers before, yonng man, yet you ro- 
member me not.” * 

Arthur turned his eyes on the cavalier, and observing thai^tlie 
crest which adorned his helmet was fa-duoned like a vnltnr<^ strange 
suspicions began to cross his mind, wliicJi were confirmed, when t lie 
Kniglit, opening Ijis helmet, i^howed liirn the dark and severe fea- 
tures of the Driest of Saint PiuiFs. 

“ Goyiit Albert of Geierstein ! ” said xVrthur. 

“The same,” replied the Count, “though thou hast seen him in 
other garb and headgear. But tyranny drive.s all men to arms, and 
I have resumed, by the license and command of my Bupcrior.s, those 
which 1 had laid aside. A war against cruelty and oppression is^'holy 
as that waged in Palestine, in which priests bear armour.” 

“ My Lord Count,” said Arthur, ciigcrlyi’^** 1 cannot too soon 
entreat ' you <0 wiUulravf to Sir Ffi^ rauti of Lorraine’s squadron. 
Here you ary in j)crir, wher(?ii 0 strcngtlfor courage can^vail you. 
'Hie Duke has placed'a price on your head ; and the comiSy betwixt 
this and Nancy swarms w5th*8tradiots and Ittilimi liglA hors^nviu.” 

“I laugh at tlicni,” answered. the Count. “I have not lived so 
long in a stormy world, amid intrig'iies of war and poliey, to fall by 
the uiea.n hand of such as thc^-^besides, thou art wiift me, aud i 
have seen but i»w that thou canst bear thee nobly.”. 
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“ In your defence, my lord,” said Arthur, who thought of his com- 
panion as the father of Anne«of Oeiersteiu, ** 1 should try to do my 
best/' » 

“ What, youtli ! ” replied Oount Albert, with a sterner sneer that 
was peculiar to his countenance ; wouldst thou aid the’ enemy 
cif the lord under whose banner thou servest against his waged 
soldiers?" 

Arthur was somewhat abashed at the turn given to his ready offer 
^ assistance, for which he had expected at least thanks; but he 
iurttantly collected liimself, and replied, “My Lord Count Albert, 
you have been pleased to put yourself in penl to protect me from 
partisans of your party — 1 am equally bound to defend you from 
those of our side/' 

“ It is happily answered,” said the Count ; — yet I think there is 
a little blind i)artisaii, of whom troubadours and minstrels talk, to 
wliose instigation 1 might, in case of need, owe the great zeal of niy 
protector.” 

He did not allow Arthur, who was a good deal embarrassed, time 
to reply, but proceeded: “Hear me, young man-^-Tliy lance has 
this day done an evil deed to Switzerland, to Berne, and Duke Fer- 
rand, in slaying their bravest champion. But to me, the death of 
lludolph Douncrhugel s a welcome event ^^now that he was, as 
Jiis services grew more indispensable, become importunate in re- 
tjuiririg Duke Ferralid’s interest wHh me for my daughter's hand. 
And the Duke himself, the son of a priucej^a, blushed not to ask me 
to bestow the last of my bouse — for my brother’s family are dc- 
gfenerate mongrels — upon a presumptuous young man, w*hosc uncle 
was a donicsiic in the bouse of my wife’s father, though they boasted 
some relaiionsliip, I believe, through an illegitimate channel, which 
yonder Kudoliih was wont to make the most of, as it favoured his 
suit/^ 

Suixfiv/' said Arthur, a match with one so imequal in birth, 
and far more in every other respect, w^as too monstrous to be men- 
tion id/' 

“ While I lived/' replied Count Aibero, “ never should such union 
' ^ have been formed, if the de..th both of bride and bridegroom by my 
flagger could have saved the honour of my house from violation. 
But when 1 — 1 whose days, whose very hours are ^jumberod shall 
he no more, what could "prevent an undaunted suitor, fortified by 
Duke,Fcrrand*B favour, by the general applause of his country, and 
perhaps by the unfortunate prepossession of my brother Arnold, 

' from carrying his point against the resistance and scruples of a 
solitary maiden ? ” , . ^ . 

“ Rudolph is dead," replifjd Arthur, V and may Heaven assoilzie 
him from g*, ilt ! But were he alive, and urging his suit f*n Anue of 
CeierKtcin,.iie*woiild find there was a combat^to Be fouglit- 

“ Wiiich has* been* already decided,”^ answered Count Albert. 
“Now, mark me, Arthur de Vere! * My daughter has told me of 
tlie passages betwixt you and her. ^ Your sentiments and conduct 
lire worthy of the noble house you descend from, whic|i I well know 
ranks with the most illustrious jju Europe. You are indeed dis- 
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inherited, but so is Anne of Qeierstein, save such piiiance as her 
uncle may impart to her of her pateryal inheritance. If you share 
it tog-ether till better days (always supposing your nobJc fatijer givoK 
his consent, for mjr chila shall enter no house against the will of its 
heacl^, iby daughter knows that she has my willing consent and my 
blessing. Mynrotlicr shall also know my pleasure. Ho will ap- 
prove my purpose; for though dead to thoughts of lionour and 
chivalry, he is alive to social feelings, loves his niece, and lias friend- 
ship for thee and for thy father. What sayst thou, young man, fb 
take a beggarly Countess to aid thee in the iourney of life ? 1 be- 
lieve — nay, I prophe^ (for I stand so much on tlie edge of the 
grave, that methinks I command a view beyond it), that a lustre will 
one day, after I have long ended my doubtful and stormy life, beam 
on the coronets of De Vere and Geierstein.” 

De Vcrc threw himself from his horse, clasped the liand of Count 
Albert, and was about to exhaust himself in thanks ; but the Count 
insisted on his silence. 

“ We are about to part,” he said. “ The time is short — the place 
is dangerous. You are to me, personally speakiflg, less than nothing. 
Had any one of the many scheme’s of ambition which I have pursued 
led me to success, the son of a banished Earl had not been tlic son- 
in-law I had chosen. Rise and remount yo’ r horse — thanks arc un- 
pleasing when they ire not merited." 

Arthur arose, and, mounting Jiis horse, threw his raptures into a 
more acceptable form, endeavouring to describe how his love for 
Anne, and efforts for her*happiness, should express his gratitude to 
her father ; and observing that tlie Count listened with some ])loa- 
sure to rtic picture he drew of their future life, he coKild not help 
exclaiming , — “ And yotP, my lord — ^you who have been the author of 
all this happiness, will you not be the witne'i^s and partaker of it? 
Believe me, we will strive to soften the effect of the hard J^ilows 
which fortune has dealt to you, and should a ray of better IkcIc sliiiic 
upon us, it will be the more welcome that you can share iit" 

“Forbear such folly,” said the Count Albert of Gciersteiii. “I 
know my last scene is approtiching. — Hear and treuihlo. Tlie J >uko 
©f Burgundy is sentenced to die, and the Secret and Invisible Judges 
who doom ill secret, and avenge in secret, like the Deity, have giveff 
tlic cord and the dagger to my hand I ” 

“ Oh, cast from you these vile symbols ! ” exclaimed Arthur, with 
enthusiasm ; “ let them find buicJicrs and common stabhers to do 
such aij office, and not dishonour the noble Lord of Oeiersteiii ! ” 

“Peace, foolish boy,” answered the Count. The oath by which 
I am sworn is higher thg.n that clouded sky, inore deeply fixed than 
those distarfe mountains.' ifforthinrk mv act is that of an assassin, 
though for such I .might plead the Duke's own example I send not 
liireluigs, like thes^ base Stradiots, to hunt his life, without imperil- 
ling mine own. ^ I give npt his daughter — innocen't o!f his* <3fences--J 
the choice betwixt a disgraceful marriage and a discreditable retreat 
from, the world. No, Arthur de Vere, 1 seek Charles with the Re- 
solved mind of one, wlio, to take the life of an adversary, expo^s 
himself to cerl'^n death." 
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“ I pray you speak no farther of it/’ said Arthur, very anxiously. 

‘‘Consider 1 serve for the present the Prince whom you threaten 

‘‘ And art bound,” interrupted the Count, “ to unfold to him what 
1 tell you. I desire yon should do so ; and though he hath already 
-neglected a summons of the Tribunal^ I am glad to have this oppor- 
t unit V of sending him personal defiance. Say to Charles of Burgundy, 
that he has wronged Albert of Qeierstein. He who has injured in 
his honour loses all value for his life, and whoever does so has full 
epmmand over that of another man. Bid him keep himself well from 
me, since'if he see a second sun of the approaching year rise over 
the distant Alps, Albert of Geierstein is forsworn. — ^And now begone, 
. for I see a party approach under a Burgundian banner. They will 
insure your safety, but, should I remain longer, would endanger 
mine/' 

So saying, the Count of Geierstein turned his horse and rode ofl*. 


CHAPTE^l XXXVI 

Paint the din of battle bray*d 
lij^ ^'nt down the heavy wind: 

War and terror fled before, 

Wounds and death were left behind. 

Mxcklk. 

AitTiiurt, left alone, and desirous perhaps to cover the retreat of 
Count Albeit, rode towards the approacjiing- body of BurgunUiaii 
cavalry, '' lio were arrayed under the Lord Coiitay’s banner. 

‘•Welcome, >velconie,” said that nobleman, advancing hastily to 
the young knight. “ The DuLe of Burgundy is a mile hence, wdtli 
a body of horse to support the reconnoitring party. It is not half an 
hour your father galloped up, and stated that you had been 

led into an ambuscade by the treaebery of the Stradiots, and made 
prisoner. He has impeached Campo-Basso of treason, and challenged 
him to the combat. They have both been sent to the camp, under 
■4*.liarge of the Grand- Marshal, to prevent their fighting on the spot, 
lliough 1 think our Italian show'ed little desire to come to blows. The . 
Duke holds llu ir gages, and they arc to fight upon Twelfth-day.” 

“ 1 doubt that day will never dawn Ibr some who look for it,” said 
Arihiir ; “ but if it do, 1 will myself claim the combat, by my father s 
permission.” 

lie ilicu turned with Ooutay, and met a still larger body of cavalry 
under the Duke’s broad beuiicr, lie was instantly brought* before 
Charles. The Duke heari\ with some apparent anxiety, Arthur’s 
support of I.is falher’s accusations against the Itojian, ki ^hose favour 
Jio was so dci'p^y ]>rejudicod. When assjired^thali the Stradiots had 
'been across tlie hill, .aid communicated wkh their leader just before 
lie encouraged Arthur to advance, as it ]>rovcd, into the midst of an 
ambush, the Duke shook his head, lowered his shaggy brows, and 
muttered to himself, Ill-will to Oxford, perhaps— these Ituliauj 



310 


ANNK OV CimKllSTJElN. 


are vindictive.” TJiou raising hia Iiead. lie commanded Arthur to 
proceed. 

He heard with a species of ecstasy the death of Rudolph Honner* 
huge], and, taking a pondcrotcs gokf chain from his own neck, flung 
it over Arthur's. 

" Why, thou hast forestalled all our honours, young Arthur— this 
was the biggest bear of them all — the rest arc but suckling whelps 
to him ! 1 think I have found a youthful David to match their huge 
thick-headed Goliatli* But the idiot, to think his i)easant liand could 
manage a lance! Well, my brave boy — what more? lIoV earnest 
thou off? By some wily device or agile stratagem, I warrant.” 

** Pardon me, my lord,” answered ALrthur. “ 1 was protected bv 
their chief, Ferrand, who considered my encounter witli Radolpli 
Doniierhugel as a personal duel ; and desirous to use fair war, as he 
said, dismissed me honourably, with my horse and arras/^ 

Umph ! ” said Charles, his had humour rcturninc: ; “your Prince 
Adventurer must play the generous — ^Umph — well, it belongs to his 
part, but shall not be a line for me to square mj" conduct by. Pro- 
ceed with your story, Sir Arthur de Verc.” ^ 

As Arthur proceeded to tell how and under what circumstances 
Count Albert of Geierstcin named himself to him, tlie Duke lixed on 
him an eager look, and trembled with impatience as he flercc'ly in- 
terrupted him with the (piesliou — “And yc\:--y<m struck liim with 
your poniard under the fifth rib, did you not ? ” 

“ 1 did not, my Lord Duke — r/e w^erc pledged in mutuo.1 assur- 
ance to each other.” 

Yet 3"ou knew him to be my mortal enemy ?” said the Duke. “Go, 
young man, tliy lukewarm indiirercnee has cancelled tb}r laerit. 'J’Jie 
escape of Albert of Geiersteiii Jiatli conntei'balanccd i'hc,death of 
Rudolpli Donnerhugel.” 

“Bo it so, my lord,” said Arthur, boldly. “1 neither claim your 
praises, nor deprecate your censure. I had to move me in t ’thor 
case motives personal to myself, — Donnerhugel was my qu'^uiy, and 
to Count Albert I owe some kindnos.s.” 

The Burgundian nobles who stood around wen* l('rriii(*d for tlui 
cfTect of this hold speech. But it was mo cr possible tf> gu(^■^.s with 
accuracy how' such tilings Avould affect diaries, llo. looked around^ 
. him with a laugh — “ Hear you this Englisli cockerel, my lords - what 
a notiO wdll he ohe da> Hoimd, iluii already crows <•> bravely in a 
prince's presence! ” 

A few horsemen now came in from dillcrent quarters, recop.nfing 
that the Duke Ferrand and Jus company liad retired into their en- 
campment, and the country was clear of" the micmy. 

“Jict listen draw In-ck also,” said Charms, “since there is no 
chance of breaking spears Wday. Ahd t?K>u, Artluir de Vero, atteiui 
me closely.''’ ^ ^ ‘ 

Arrived at the Duke’s pavilion, Artliur umlcrwTJU. qn oisaTpinatioUj^ 
in which he said iiotliing of Anne ol* Geierstcin, or licr futlierV itcsignu 
concerning him, with which he tVmsidered Charles as having nothing 
to do; but lie frankly conveyed to him the personal throats which five 
Count had opcply used. TJio Duke listclied with niofc; ternj»cr, and 
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W’lieii lie licard the expression, That a man who is desponitc of his 
own life might command^ that of any other person,” he said, “But 
there is a life beyond this, in which he who is treacherously murdered, 
and his base ana desperate assassin, shall each n^ict their deserts.” 
‘•He iJieii took from Ins bosom a gold ei*oss, and kissed it, with much 
appearance of devotion. ‘‘ In this,” said he, “ 1 will place my trust. 
Ir I fail in this world, may I find grace in the next— -Ho, Sir Mar- 
shal ! ” he exclaimed — “ Let your prisoners attend iia.” 

The Marshal of Burgundy entered with the Earl of Oxford, and 
stated that his other prisoner, Oampo-Basso, had desired so earnestly 
that he might be sufifered to go ana post his sentinels on that part of 
the camp intrusted to tlie protection of liis troops, that ho, the Mar- 
shal, had thought fit to comply with his request. 

“ It is well,” said Burgundy, without further remark — “ Then to 
you, my Lord Oxford, I would present your son, had you not already 
locked liim in 3'our arms. He has won great los and honour, and 
done me brave service. This is a period of the year when good men 
hforgivc ilicir enemies ; — I know not why — my mind was lit Ue ajit to 
be charged with such matters, — but I feel ah unconquerable desire 
to stop the approaching combat betwixt you and Campo-B.isso. For 
my sake, consent to be friends, and to receive back your gage of 
battle, and let me conclude ibis 3'ear — perliaps the lost I may see-- 
widi a deed of peace.’* ^ 

“ My lord, ’ said Oxford, ‘‘it is a small thing you ttak of me. since 
you request only onfijrces a Christian duty. J \vas enraged at the 
loss of my son. I am grateful to Heaven ;^nd your --(j} race f)r restor- 
ing him. To be friends with Campo-Ba-sso is to me inipos'^ible. 
Faith and treason, truth aud falsehood, might as soon shake hamhs 
and omlj^ace. But tljc Italian shall be to me no more tlian he has 
been before thi.s rupture ; and that is literally nothing. 1 put my 
lionour in your Gracevs hands^— if he receives back his gage, I am 
williiig to receive mine. John dc Vere nced.s not be apprehensive 
iliat the^Kflrld will suppose that he fears Campo-Basso. ’ 

The JJufce- returned sincere thanks, and detained the officers to 
spen^ the evening in his tent. Ilis manners seemed to Arthur to be 
more placid than ho had ever seen thonr before, while to tlie Jiiarl of 
^p.xford they recalled ll'^' earlier days in which their intimacy com- 
menced, ere absolute power and unbounded sncces> hnd .'qioiled 
Cliarh's^s rough, but not ungcncrouH disposition, 'hie Duke ordered 
a disiribiitit)!! of provisions and wine to the soldiers, and expressed 
an fnii'iety about tJieir lodging's, 1.he cure of the wounded, and the 
licalth of the army, to which lie received only unplcasiiig answers. 
To some of hrs counsellors, apart, he said, Were it not for our vow, 
we would relinquish this nujrpoae till s^iringf^ when our jjipor soldiers 
might take the field with lesK of*huffering.” 

Nothing remarkable appeared in the Dice’s •mfi.nncr, save 
fliat Ii(‘ jufiTur^ ^repeatedly after Caniiy'»”B{fsso, hud at length re- 
ceived Accounts that he was indisposed, ami that iMs^hysiciau Jmd 
recommended rest ; he ha<l therotbiij retired to repo*?c himself, in 
o^er that he fiiiglit be stirring on h^s duty at peep of day, the safety 
. of the camp dejienUing much on his^vig-ilancc. 
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The lAike made wo observation on the apology, which he con- 
sidered as indicating some larking disinclination, on the Italian’s 
part, to meet Oxford. The guests at the ducal pavilion were dis- 
missed an hour be^re midni^t. 

When Oxford and his son were in their own tent, the Earl fell into 
a deep reverie, which lasted nearly ten minutes. At length, starting 
suddenly up, he said, My son, give orders to Thiebault and thy yeo- 
men to have our horses before the tent by break of day, or rather 
before it ; and it would not be amiss if you ask our neighbour Colviii 
to ride along with us. I will visit the outposts by daybreak.” *• 

“It is a sudden resolution, my lord,” said Arthur. 

“And yet it may be taken too late,” said his father. “ Had it been 
moonlight, I would have made the rounds to-nignt.” 

It 18 as dark as a wolfs throat,” said Arthur. “ But wherefore, 
my lord, can this night in particular excite your apprehensions? ” 

“ Son Arthur, perhaps you will hold your father credulous. But 
my nurse, Martha Nixon, was a northern woman, and full of supersti- 
tions. In particular, slie was wont to say, that any sudden and cause- 
less change of a man’s nature, as from ficenso to sobrietjs from tem- 
perance to indulgence, from avarice to extravagance, from prodi- 
gality to love of money, or the like, indicates an immediate change 
of his fortunes — that some great alteration of circumstances, either 
for good or evil (and for evil most likely, i^ince wc live in an evil 
world), is inipeuding over him whoso disposition is so much altered. 
This old woman’s fancy has recurred so strongly to my mind, that I 
am determined to see with mine own eyes, ere to-morrow’s dawn, 
that all our guards and patrols around the camp are on the alert.” 

Arthur made the necessary comuiunicatious to Colviu^(ind to Thic- 
bault, and then retired to rest. 

It was ere daybreak of the first of January, 1447, a period long 
memorable for the events which marked it, that tlie Earl of Oxfonl, 
Colvin, and the young Englibluiian, followed only h}^ Thiebaulb and 
two other servants, commenced their rounds of the Dulf/j of Bur- 
gundy’s encanipmoiU, For the greater part of tlieir x,rogress, they 
found sentinels and guards all oh the alert and at their posts. It Wiis 
a bitter morning. The grohnd was partly covered with snow~that 
snow had been partly melted by a thaw, whicli had i>revailcd for two 
days, and partly congealed into ice by a biitcr frost, which had com- 
menced the preceding evening, and still continued. A more dreary 
scene could scarcely be witnessed. 

But what were the surprise and alarm of the Earl of Oxford and 
liis companions, when they came to that i)art of the camp which liad 
been occupied the day before by Cami)0-i3a&ojj and his Italians, who, 
reckoning pieu-at-arms -'iid Stradiots, a^mouiited to nigli two thou- 
sand men — not n challenge was giv^en.,-not a liorso neighed — no 
steeds wercvsecji at picquet— no guard on the camp. Tiny examined 
several of the tents an u liuts — they were empty. ^ ^ 

“Let us ba«2v to alarm Xlie camp,” said the Earl ofOxforti;-“hcre 
is treachery,” 

“Nay, my lord,” said Colvin^ “let us not carry back imperfe«i 
tidings. I have a battery air hundred yards in advance, covering 
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flic Jiocoss to this liolJow way ; let us see if my Gcvmau caiftmnecrs 
are at lluur post, and 1 U\iuk 1 can sweav that we shall find them so. 
Tlie battery eommands a narrow pass, hy whieli alone the camp eau 
he approai^ilicd, and if my men are at tlfeir duty, I^will pawn my life 
•I ha t we make the pass a’ood till you briii^* up succours from the main 
hody.'» 

“ Forward, llicii, in God’s name !” said the Earl of Oxford. 

'I'liey ^iilh>j>ed,at every risk, over broken gTOund, slip])ery with ice 
ii^ some jdaees, encumbered with snt)w in others. Tliey came to the 
c.Minoiif jiulicionsly placed to sweep the pass, w'hich rose towards tlic 
artillery (>n the outward side, and then descended gfcntly from tlie 
l»attcry into the lovm* .5^roimd. The wanin^^ winter moon, min^lin^ 
with the dawnitj^jjf ^ht, showed them that the ^juns were in their 
l)lacos, but uo sentinel was visible. 

“'rhe villains cannot have deserted!’’ said the astonished Colvin 
— “ Jlut see, there is li^ht in their cantonment — Oh, that unhallowed 
distribution of wine ! Their usual sin of drunkenness has beset them. 
. 1 will soon drive them from their revelry.” 

lie sprun^iV from his horse, and rushed into the font from W'hcnce 
the liffht issued. Thtj caimonccrs,^ov most of them, were still there, 
hut streiehed on the /ground, tlieir cups and flagons scattered around 
them ; and so drenched were they in wassail, that Colvin could tmly, 
b> commands and threa^lk; awaken two or three, who, sta^*;il’orin;:r, jukI 
i)l)eyinfj him rallier from instinct than sense, reeled forward to man 
llie battery. A heav>* rushing* soniub like that of men marcliiny^ fast, 
was now heard coining* up the pass. ^ 

“ It is the roar <»f a distant avalancbe,” said Arfhiir. 

” It is an avalanche of Switzers, not of snow^” said Colvin “ Oh, 

these dnjjikAi slaves ! The eaiinou are deeply loaded, and Avell 
])ointcd~”tliis volley must check them if they Averc fiends, and the 
report w'ill alarm the camp sutler than Ave can do. — But, oh, those 
dr unit'll villains! ” 

“ Care^ot for their aid,” said the Eiirl ; wy son and I will each 
take a linstock, and be ^'iinner.s for once.’’ 

'riu'y dismounted, and bade Thiebault and the "‘rooms look to the 
]ioi>es, while the Karl of Oxford and liis son took each a linstock 
one of the Jiolple.-s "‘uniicr.s, three of wdiom Avere just sober 
enough to stand by their "iiiis. # • 

‘‘ liravo ! ” cried the b<»id blaster of Ordnance, “ftever AA’as a bat- 
tery so noble. N«)Av, iny iii.ites^your ])ardon, niy lord.s, for there is 
no tiny} for ceremony, and Aoii,«ye drunken knaves, take heed not 
to fire till 1 ;L;ive tlie*w*t»rd' and, Avere the ribs of these tramplers as 
tlinty as their -.Mjis, they-shall know hoAv old (\dvin loads his "^iiiis.” 

'fiiey stood hreatlile./i, eacji by his cannon* The dread^l sound aj)- 
proached nearer and more lu^iir, #ill the imperfect li^>’ht sliOAVcd a dark 
and shadowi^but dense column of men, armed witlt lon^ spears, pole- 
axes, and otfiet'^wyapons, amidst Avhich banners dfH»Jv tloatcd. Col- 
\in thSn to ap]>roacli to tlio diAance of forty yards, 

and then ^ave the Avord, Fire! But^iis own ]>iece alone exploded; 
a Ji*>’ht llamc flashed from the touch-hole of the others, Avhiclu had 
.been '-piked tlie Italian desertwsf b*ft in reality disabled. 
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apparently fit for service. Had tlioy been all iu the same 
condition witli that fired by Colvin, they would prolaiblyliavo verified 
his prophecy : for oven that single dischar^i^c produced an awful effect, 
and njiule along* lane of dead and wounded throug*h the Swiss column, 
in which thd* firstf'and leadinf** banner was struck down. 

Stand to it yet,” said Colvin, “ and aid me if possible to reload 
the piece.” 

For this, however, no time was allowed. A stately form, conspi- 
cuous in the front of the stag^g^ered column, raised up the fallen 
banner, and a voice as of a g:iaut exclaimed, “ What, countrymen ! 
have you seen Murten and Granson, and are you daunted by a sing-lo 
^un? — Berne — Uri — Schwitz — banners forward! Unterwalden, here 
is your standard! — Cry your war-cries, wiii<rt|^ur liorns; IJ liter-' 
walden, follow your Landamraaii ! ” 

They rushed on like a raging* ocean, with a roar^hs deafening, and 
a course as impetuous. Colvin, still labouring to reload Ins gun, 
was struck dowirin the act. Oxford and his son were overthrown 
by the multitude, the closeness of which prevented any blows being 
aimed at them. Arthur partly saved himself by g'otting umhu* ilie 
gun he was posted at; liis father^ less fortunate, was much trampled 
upon, and must have been crusned to death but for liis armour of 
liroof. The human inundation, consisting of at least four tlioiisaud 
men, rushed down into the camp, coniinuiilg their dreadful sliouts, 
soon mingled with shrill shrieks, groans, and cries of alarm. 

A broad red glare rising behind the assaiiants, and putting to 
shame tlic pallid lights of I'hc winter morning, first recalled Arthur 
to a sense of his eoiiditiOn. I'ho canni was on fire iu his roar, and 
resounded with all the various shouts of coiniuest and terror that are 
lioard in a tov/n which is stormed. Starting to his feet, Jie looked 
around him for his father. He lay near him senseless, as* were the 
gunners, whose condition prevented their attempting an escape. 
Having opened his father’s casque, he was rejoiced to see liiiy give 
symptoms of reanimation. 

‘ The horses, the horses ! ” said Artliur. TliiebaultfSvlierc art 
thou ? ” 

“At hand, my lord,” sail that trusty attendant, who had saved 
Jiimself and his charge by a nrudeut retreat into a small thicket, 
which the assailants had avoided that they might not disorder tlieiV 
ranks. o 

“ Where is the gallant Colvin ? ” said the Earl ; “ get him a horst*, 
.1 will not leave him in jeopardy.” • 

“His wars are ended, my lord,” said Tliiebaiill; “he willSiever 
mount steed more.” 

A look find a sigh as saw Colvin, with Itto rannvid in In's hand, 
bclbro the &uzzle of the pipce, liis iiead eleft by ii Swiss baUh^-axe, 
was all theifnquieqt permitted. or 

“ Whither must 7?e fuke our course? ” said Arthur fo vijs father. 

“ To join the A>uke,” sak^ the Earl of Oxford. ^ it is nbf on a da 
like this that X will leave him.”. 

“ So please you,” said Tliicbault, “ I saw the Duke, follow^ed h;j 
some' half-score of his guards,oriding at full speed acuass this holluVi 
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water-co!irsej and inakin^j' for llie open country (o the iioi llnvard. 1 
tJiink I can ffuide yon on tho track.” 

‘‘ Jf fkat be so,’^ replied Oxford, “we will inoinit and follow him’. 
'J"hc camp lias been assailed on several places at once, and all must 
"Tie oyer since lie has fled.” 

With difficulty they assisted the Earl of Oxford to his liorsc, and 
rode as fast as his returning' strength permitted, in the direction 
which the Proven9al pointed out. Their other atteiidanU were dis- 
INorscd or slain. 

They looked back more than once on tb.c cam]>, now one great scene 
of conflagration, by whose red and glaring light they could discover 
.on tho ground tl^^races of Charles’s retreat. About three miles 
from the scene of Weir defeat, the sound of which they still heard, 
mingled with tlie bells of Nancy, which were ringing in triumph, 
they reached a lialf-frozeii swamp, round which lay several dead 
bodies. The most conspicuous was that of Charles of Burgundy, 
once the possessor of such unlimited jiower — such uiihoiiuded wealth. 
He was partly strijjped and plundered, as were those who lay round 
him. His body W'as pierced with several wounds, inflicted by various 
weapons. His sworU was still in his hand, and the singular ferocity 
which was wont to animate liis features in hfitlle, still dwelt on In's 
stiflcned countenance. Close behind liim, as if they had fallen in tho 
act of mutual fight, la5* the corpse of Count Albert of Uciersteiu ; 
and that oflta! Schreckenwald, tlie faithful though unscrupulous 
follower of the latter, lay not far d.Ufant. Bi»tU were in the dress of 
the inon-at-anns composing tho Duke’s guard, a disguise pr(>haljl> 
assumed to execute the fatal oominisslon of the ISecret ’I'ribuiial. I t 
is supposed ,tliat a party of the traitor Cainpo-Basso’s men had been 
engaged-ill tho skirmisJi in which the i)uko fell, for six or seven 
them, and about the same number of tlie ]!)uko’s guards, v»'cr(3 found 
near the spot. 

T>?c Earl of Oxford throw himself from li is horbe. and examined 
the bod5"j«i* his deceased hrotlier-in-anns, witli all the sorrow inspired 
by early remtmbranco of his kindness. But as lie gave way tt> llie 
feelings ins]>irod by so melancholy an cxain])le of the fall of huinan 
greatness, Thiebault, who was looking hut on the path they had just 
..pursued, exclaimed, “ I’o *iorse, my lord ! here is no time to mourn 
the dead, and little to save the living— the Swiss are upon us ” 

“Fly thyself, good fellow,” said iho Earl; “and do thou, ArtJiiu*, * 
fly also, and save thy youth for happier duys. 1 eaiinot and will not 
fly ft^tlicr. I will render me tA the pursuers; if they take me to 
grace, it is well ; if not, iliere is ojsh: above tliat \yill receive me to 
His.” 

“I will notrlly,” sdid Arjliffr, “and you defenceless.; I will 

stay and shan' your fate.” - 

•‘And remain also,” sai<l Tliiebaiilt; “.the ^Switzers make 

fair war blood has not been hciRcd'hf iinicJi opposition, . 

and tlloy have’ had little enough- to-day.* . . ^ 

Tho party of Swiss which came i*’p proved to ho Sigismund. with 
Ws bi’other Ernest, and some of the y out.] is of Unterwalden. 8igis- 
miuid kindl/Uud joyfully iveei\cd*tV*m to mercy; and thus, for the 
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third tiftie, rendered Arthur au important service, in return for the 
kindness he liad expressed towards him. 

I will take you to my father,” said Sigismund, “ who will be 
ri<^ht fi:lad to see you; only that he is ill at case just now for the, 
death of brother iludiger, who fell with tlie banner in his hand, by 
the only cannon that was lired this morning; the rest could not 
bark; Campo-Basao had muzzled Colvin’s mastiffs, or we slionld 
many more of us have been served like poor IliuHger. But Colvin 
himself is killed ” 

“ Canipo-Basso then was in your correspondence ? ” said Arthur. 

^'Not 111 ours — we scorn such companions ; but some dealing there 
was between the Italian and Duke Feri’and ; Jittd having disabled, 
flic cannon, and filled Ihe German gunners soiMlly driniK, he came 
off to our camp with fifteen hundred horse, and ojered to act with< 
us. ‘But no, no!’ said my father — ‘traitors come not into our 
Swiss host;’ and so, though we walked in at the door which he left 
open, we would not have his company. So he marched with Duke 
Ferrand to attack the other extremity of the camp, where he found 
them entrance by announcing them as tlio return of a reconnoitring 
party.” ‘ ^ * 

‘•Nay, then,” said Arthur, “a more necomplislied traitor never 
drew breath, nor one who drew his net with^such success.” 

“You say well,” answered the young' Swiss. “The Duke will 
never, they say, he able to collect another army?” 

“Never, young man/’ said Uf; Farl of OxnJrd, “for he lies dead 
before you.’^^ 

Sigismund started ; fo/he had an inherent respect, and somewhat 
of fear, for the lofty name of CharkiS Die Bold, and ^;ould hardly 
believe that the mangled corpse which now lay before him^vas once 
the personage he had been taught to dread But his surprise was 
mingled with sorrow when he saw body of his uncle, Count 
Albert of Geierstein. ^ c 

“Oh, my uncle!” lie said — “my dear undo Albert! l^*all your 
greatness and your wisdom brought you to a death, at*"thc side* of a 
ditch, like any crazed bt;ggar? — Como, this sad news must be pre- 
sently told to iny father, wJib will be concerned to hear of his bro- 
ther’s death, whieh will add gall to bitterness, coining on the bade 
of poor Rudiger’s. It is some comfort, however, that fatlicr and 
unde never could abide each other.” 

With some difficulty they once more assi^^ed the l^Havl of Oxford 
to horseback, and Avere proceeding* set forward, *\vhen the Eygdish 
lord saidy““ You will place a guard hero, to save these bodies from 
farther dishonour, that they may be interrod^with due solemnity.” 

“ By pur Lady of Einsi^leii ! 1 thank fol‘ the hint,” said Sigis- 
niiind. “ Yfs; wc should do ^11 that Mie Church can for uncle Albert. 
It is to be lipped hq has not gambled away his soul beforehand, ]*lay- 
ing with Satan* at^lds«and evens, I would we had ^ 
by his poor bofi^; but it nfatters not, since no one ever iicafd of a 
tiernon ajipeanng just before breakfast.” 


Note R* * PfmvO^i /A" livUL 
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^ They proceeded to the Landammaii’s quarters through sights and 
scenes which Arthur, and even his father, so well accustomed to war 
in all its shapes, could not look upon without shuddering. But the 
simple Sigisiiiund, ns he walked by Arthur's side, contrived to hit 
lipou a theme so interesting as to divert his sense of the horrors 
around them. 

Have you farther business in Burgundy, now this Duke of yours 
id at an end ? ” 

My father knows best,” said Arthur ; “ but I apprehend we have 
none, •riie Duchess of Burgundy, who must now succeed to some 
sort of authority in her late husband’s dominion, is sister to this Kd- 
ward of York, and agnortal enemy to the House of Jjancaster, and to 
those who have sio" by it faithfully. It were neither prudent nor 
^afe to tarry whcu'c she has influence.” 

“ In that case, ’"said Sigisniund, “ my plan* will fadge bravely. You 
shall go back to Geierstcin, and take up your dwelling with us. Your 
father will be a brotlicr to mine, and a better one than nnclc Albert, 
whom lie seldom saw or spoke with ; while with your father he will 
converse from morning till night, and leave us all the work of tlie 
farm. And you, Artnur, you shall go with us, and be a brother to us 
all, in place of poor lliuliger, who was, to he sure, my real broilier, 
w'hicli you cannot be : ucvcrthclcss, I did not like him so well, in 
respect he w^as not so g^d-natured. And then Anne — cousin Anne 
— is left all to my father’s charge, and is now at Geierstcin — and you 
knovy King Arthur, used to calWfer Queen Guenover,” 

“ You spoke great folly then,” said Arthi^*. 

“ But it is great truth — For, look you, I loved to tell Anne tales of 
our hunting, gnd so forth, but she would not listen a word till I tlirew 
in .somctlung of King Arthur, and then I warrant she would sit still 
as a heath-lien w'hcu thp hawk is in tiie heavens. And now Donner- 
Imgcl is slain, you know you may marry my cousin when you and 
she W«|l, for nofiody hath interest to prevent it.” 

ArthurJ^uslicd with pleasure under his liclinct, and almost for- 
gave that new»year’s moviiing all its complicated distresses. 

You forget,” he replied to HigisnmnjI, with as much indiflerenee 
as he could assume, that 1 may he viewed in your country w ith 
^^rejiulicc on account of liudolplfs death.” 

^ “Not a whit, not a whit; we bear no malice for w'liat is*d(Ttic in 
fair light under shield. It is no more than if you Rad beat him in 
wrestling or at quoits — only it is a game cannot be ])la.yed over again.” 

Thej now’ entered the town of Nancy ; the window’s were Imng 
with tapestry, and the streets crowded with tumultuous and rejoic-^ 
ing multi tucies, whom the success of the battle had relieved iioiu 
great alarm for the formidalile vengeance ofcCliarles of Ikirguiidy. 

The prisoners W'cre received \filh the utmost kindness by the J^an- 
dainmiin, wlik) assured them of his protection aircKfrieiftlship. He 
jy)l>cared to*kifunart the dcalli of his son RuRige^^itli stern resig- 
nation. 

“He had ratlicr,” he said, “his stm fell in balthv than that he 
sliquld live to despise the old simplicity of liis country, and think the 
object of combut w’as the gaining et%poil. The gul^ of the dead 
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] »ur^^nn(ly,” ha added, “ would injure the morals of Switzerland more 
iiTotrievably than ever hia sword did thoir bf)die6.” 

J[e licanl of liis brother’s^ death v/itliout surprise, but apparently 
with emotion. « 

“It was the (joncluaion,” he said, “of a long tissue of ambitious 
enterprises, which often offered fjiir prospects, but uniformly ended 
in disappointment.” 

The Landamman farther intinnited, that his brother had apprised 
him that he was engaged in an affair of so mucli danger, thaj he was 
almost certain to perish in it, and had bequeathed his daughter to 
her uncle’s care, with instnictions respecting lier. 

Here they parted for tlic present, but shortlj^ftor, the Landam-^ 
mail inquired earnestly of the Earl of Oxford, ^at his motions were 
like to be, and whether he could assist them. « * 

“ I think of choosing Bretagne for my place of refuge,” answered 
the Earl, “ where my wife has dwelt sijiee the battle of Teweshnry 
e\i)ollcd us from England.” 

‘"Do not so/’ said tlie kind Lamlamm.nn, “ but come to Geierstciu * 
with tlie Countess, ivhere, if sin' can, like you, endure our mountain 
3 1 lanners and mountain fjiro, }OU*are \velcomc as to the Ijousc of a 
brot her, to a soil where ncitlier conspiracy nor treason ever ilourishod. 
ih'lhink you, the Duke of nrctagiie is t W’cak ]>rinco, entirely 
governcHrity a wicked fiivonrite, Peter lianitliia. He is as capable - 
1 mean the ininistcr — of selling brave men’s blood, as a butcher of 
selliiig' bullock’s flesli ; and yon kiioiv, t.lujrc are those, both in Prance 
and Burgundy, tlint thirst after yonrs.” 

The lOarl of Oxford expressed* his tlianks for the jiroposal, and his 
determination to profit by it, if approved of by Henry wf Lancaster, 
Pari of Richmond, wdiom he now regarded as Isis sovercigf.. 

I’o closti the tale, about tliree months aftwr tin* ba.Ule of Nanc}', 
the banisJied Earl of Oxford rcsumcTl his name of Pliilipson, bring- 
jug w ith, liis lady some remnants of thoir foimicr wealth, iidiitli en- 
ahled them to procure a commtKlious residence near to^licrstcin ; 
;md the Landamman s interest in the state proenred* for them the 
right of deuizcui^lup. Tliejiigh blood, and the moderate fortunes, 
<.f Anno of Geierstein and Arthur de Vere, joined to tlieir mutual in- 
rliiiation, made their marriage in every respect rational; and Anne tU’:*- 
with ficr bacholfjr took up llieir residence with the young people, not 
as servaids, but mechanical aids in the duties of tlio farm : for Arthur 
tuiiitinued to ]>refcr the chase to llio Jabt)nrs of Imsbaiidry, wliicli ivas 
of little consequence, as bis separate income amoiinled, in tlimt poor 
♦country, to opulence. Time glided on, till it amounted to live years 
since the exiled family had been inhabit ant s*«if Switzerland. In the 
year 1482, HUc JjandaninlRn Biedcny^fin tli<Ml the death of tlic right- 
<*ons, lamented universally, tts a model of the true and vahant, simplc- 
iniTulcd aiKl sirga'-cjijf^ris \jhiefs; who ruled the iineient »S\vit^^rs in ]»eace, 
and hoath d jn battle, t. In the same year, tire f^Iarf. «V*Jt>xfor4 
lust his n obi e^onn less. * ♦ # • 

Ihit tin‘ starof Lancaster, at that period, began agaiyi to culminate, 
jiini called the l):iiiislicil lord and Ills son from their retirement, 
mix oj\cc niovQ hi politics. Tfie treasured necklace of'Margaret. was 
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(lion i>uf. 1.0 lift destined use, and ilie produce applied to levy those 
bnndft which shortly after fought the. celebrated battle of Borfworth, 
in wliich the arms of Oxford and liis syn contributed so much to the 
RUccesM of Henry VJI. This chiin/2:ed the destinies of De Verc and 
his lady. I'Jieir Swiss farm was conferred on Annette .‘ind her hus- 
l.vind; and tlie manners and beauty of Anne of Ocicratcin attracted 
as mncli admiration at tlic English Court as formerly in tlic Swiss 
Chalet. 
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A, p. 150. Pm AnrnmAi.T> Bn IfAflRvnACii. 

Tiieiir is abuiiilaiit cvidonce that, in the middle apfcs, the office of public rxecn- 
iiontn* was cstecmod liijurhly honourable all over Gernmny. It still is, in kucIi parts of 
that country as retain {lie old cnstoiu of execution by stroke of sword, very far from 
bein^hold discreditable to tlio e.xtcnt to which we curry oiir feeling.s on the subject, 
and which exposed thu magistrates of a Pcotch town, — 1 rather think no less a one than 
Glasgow, — to a good citeal of ridicule, when they advertised, some few years ago, bn 
occasion of the death of their haTigniaii,^liat ** none hut persons of respectable charac- 
ter need xipply for tlic vacant situation. At this day, in China, in l»cr^ia, and probably 
in other Oriental kingdoim, the Chief KvecutioTier is one of the great officers of state, 
and is as proud of tlie omilem of his fatal duty as any European Lord Chamberlain of 
Ills Golden Key. 

The circumstances o^tbe strange trial and execution of the Knight of llagenbach 
arc dolullod iniimtcly by ^I. do Ihirantc, #oni contemporary ALS. documents; and the 
reader will be gnitifled with a specimen of that WTiier*s narrative. A traublatMfi is also 
given for the benefit of many of niy kind readers.* 

Be tout^ parts on eta it accourus par millicrs pour assisterau process cle ce cruel 
gouvemeur, mnt la haine etait grande confre lui. Be sa prisoii, il entendnit retentir 
siir le le pas dos chevaux, et s'onqiierait a son gedlier de ceux qui arrivxiient : 
suit pour etre ses jnges, sc*t pour ctre tniuoins dc son supplice. Parfois )e gedlier repon- 
dait, * Ce sent des olraiigcrs ; je le nf connaLs pus.' * Me sout — ce p;ia/ disuit le prisoii- 
niu^ *des gens assez mal vt'tus, dc haute taille, de forte apparence, inoutcs sur des 
chcv.ati* nux courtes oreilles?’ et si le gedlier repondxwt : *Oui.'— ‘Ah ce soiit lea 
Piiissc9,^'Jferiait llagenbach, ‘ Mon Bieu, uyez pitie do nioi ! * et il sernppelait touteslcs 
insiiUes qif il itlur avail faites, toutes sos insolences en vers eiix. 11 pensait, iiiais trop tard, 
que c'dtiiit leur alliance avee la niaison d’Autruhe qui etait caiiso cle sa perbe. Le 4 
Mai J474, ty>rbs .avoir 6td nii.s a la question, il fut. a la diligence d'llerroaiin d'Eptingen, 
gouvemeur pour rarchiiliic, amend devniit scs jiigos, sur la place publique de Itriaach. 
S:i contenance etu'it ferine lie d’un homme qui ne craiut pus hi inort. Itcnid Isclin de, 
iliilo porta la parole au noni d’llermami d’Kptingen,agissiintno\ii' le seigneur dii pays. 
11 parla ft pen pres en cos tenues: * PiciTe de llagenbach, cli^alicr, maitro d'lidtel de 
Abinsoigiieur le Buc de Bourgogne, et son gouveriiciir dans le pays do Sdratte ot Ilaiite- 
Abace, nuriiitdi] respecter les iirivileges reserves p.ar facte d'eugngement ; niaisil n’a 
pus ^oins frotte aux pued.'^t Icslois cle Cieu ct dcs homines, que les droits jurds et gar- 
rtiitis au pays. 11a fait nicttre h mort sans Jugcuicnt qiiutro honnetes bourgeoisedd* 
Kcratte; il a depouilic la viUe d^ Brisach de sn iiiridiction, et y a dfnbli jiurcs et con- 
suls de sou choix ; il a rempii et disperse les dm^nautes de la Imurgcoisie et des 
tiir^tiers ; il a lcv£ dos iin))bts par%.i s^le volonto ; n a, oqnti*o toute^es lois logo cbc/. 
les habitans des gens de guorre — SKuulftrds, FranfiiLs, Pic.ards, on Flnmatids, c a lavor- 
isc leur disoi|4i*cs et pillages. 11 Jeur a iiiCnie cmiimande d’dff^gei* lAirs b^ifcos duraut 
la unit, et amilPfait pr^p.'iror, pour y'embarqueAes feiftinos^ les cn funs, des batteaiix' 
I qui devi^’Ojrt etr^su^mergi-s dans le Rliin. Enfli*^ lnr.sm£'mc qfr-U jrjetterait de telloa 
criiaiitPs Mir Ics^ordros !^u’il a rcyiis, comment ptiTirrait il sVxtiwor d'avoir fait vio- 
letice et outrage a rhonneur dc tant de lilies ct femmes, et itii'rno dc saintes re- 
ligieuces ? ' • • 

. • “ D'autres ^grasations fiircnt portScs interrog.aloires ^et des temoina attest- 

ereut les vioWu^ faites aux gens de Mulbauscn et xiux M;irchatffi*de Bale. 
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“ Pour Buivrc tmiteslea f<iriii<*8 <lo la jnaticp, on nvait cloiint'* nn nvocnt ii ^acons^. 
* Messiro Pierre dc Ilngenbncli, dit-il, no rcoonnnttd'antro jnge ot d'lmtre ooigntniv quo 
Monseigneur le Due de Dourgogne, dontil avail conunifision, ot recevnit Jes onniinniHU!- 
mens. 11 n'avnit mil droit de contr61er ordres quMl etaifc cJiargc d* execuUr ; ct sou 
devoir etait. d'oboir. Ne soit on pas f^u^le coimiiissLoii lea gena de giierro doivent a lour 
seigneur et maitro ? C^roit-on ijue le laudvogt de Mcnaeigneur Ic Due cAt h, liii rcinuii- 
irer et A lui resiater ? Et nioiiseigiicur n*a-t-il pa? eiisuito, par aa presence, confiriu^l on 
rntifi^ tout ce qui avail 6t6 fait cn son nom ? Si dcs iiup^ts ont Atd demandoa, e’est 
qii’il avait besoin d’argont. l*our les recueillir, il a bien fallu piinir ceux qui so re- 
fusaient A payer. O'est ce quo Monseigneur le l>ue, et mOmo I'cmperoiir, qnaud ila sont 
venus, ont reconnu riAcGsa^iirc. l^e logerueiit des gens de guerre 6taJt niissi la suite des 
ordres du Due. Quant Alajuridictioii do Tlrisacli ; Ichindvogt pouvait-il tiouffri^cetto 
resistance ? Eiifin, dans une alTairc si gi*avc, ou il y va de la vie, convient-lldc iiroduirc 
comme un veritable grief, lo dernier doiit a parlA raccusateur ? Parmi ceux qui 
^content, y en a t-il un scul quipuissc so vantcr de ne pas avoir saisi les occasions do se 
divertir ? N’cst-il pas clidr que Messire de llagcnbacli a sculemcnt profit^ de la bonne 
volontd de quelqiios fcraiiies ou biles; ou, pour luetlre less clioses an pis, qu’il n*a 
exerce d*autro contrainto euvers cl lea qu’au umyon do son bon argei^ ? * 

‘ ‘ Les jugos siegorent long temps sur lenr tribiiiial. Donze lieures entieres passerent 
pans quo I'afTaire fft.t tcrmlnAe. Le Sire de Hageiibacli, toujours ferrno et calinc!, 
n’all^gua d’autres defenses, d*autres cxcu'^es, que cellos qu*il avait donn£* dojA .sons la 
torture — lea ordres et la volonlA do son seigneur, qui etait fou scul jugc, et lo sei:' '',ui 
pbt lui deniander conipte. , 

*‘Enfin,A sept heuros du soir, A la clai todos flambeaux, les jiiges, apros avoir 
elan^ qu'A eux appartenait le droit de pronoiKcr tnir les criTneRfmpiitds an landvcvgt, le 
fh’Cnt rappcler ; etrendirent leur senteneo quf locondeinna A mort. JI ne s’enioiit jias 
(1 avail t age ; et demanda pour toute giace d'avi‘ir penlciiicnl la tote tranoln'e. Unit 
bourreaux dcs diverses villes se present I'rciit pour cxocuter TarnH. Cebu ilc rolnuir, 
qui passait pour le plupadroit, fut pjefe:**. Avant do le cowKiiirt) A I’eohafaud, Jo's st i/o 
chevaliers qui faisaient part ie dcs jugos icqiiireiit quo Messire deHngonb:u'bfntdo- 
graild de sa dignitA de chevalier et deloii^MS honncnr.s. Poiy loiss*avanca (laajjurd 
Jliirter, liAraiit do Temperciir ; ct il dit : ‘ J%erre de llngcnhncTi, il mo deplait grande- 
niont q\*e voiis nyezsi ninl enqiloyi^votre vie mortcllc : dc sorto qu’il convunt quo vous 
perddioz non-seiil merit la dignit A et ordre dc clievalcrio, mais aiissi la vie. V otre devoir 
dtait de reiidre la.iustico, tie prot(>ger la veuve et rorpbolin ; cle respecter Jes feniiiicH 
ot IfcS filles, d’lionorer les salutes prCtres ; de vous a]*po8er a touU* injustt^violeiice ; et, 
au contrairc, vous avez connnis tout co que vous deviez einpecber. Ayant aiusi forfait 
au noble ordre dc clievalerie, ct aux scrinens quo vous avicz jurAs, les ebe“iliers ici 
prcsAiis ni’ont enjoint do vous eu Oter les insignes. No los ^voyanf pas sur vous cn co 
niomcnt, je vous proclame indigne chevalier de Haiiit (icorge, au nom ct A riionneiir 
duqiieloii vous avait autrefois hoiiorc de Tordro de chevalorie.’ Puis B*avan 9 a .Mor- 
inaiiTi d’Epliugen : ‘Puis qu’oii vient de le degra<ler de clievalerie, je te doiRiiiillo dc 
ton collier, chaino d’ur, auneaii, poignard, eperon, gaiitolet.’ 11 les Jii^ pwH^t liii en 
frappale visage, ct ajouta : ‘ Chevaliers, et vous qui desirez Ic devenir, j’espere qua 
cetie punition publique vous servira ^’cxcmple, ct qne vous vivrez dans la craintc* do 
Dieu, noblenicnt et vaillammeiit, selon la dignitie <lc la clievalerie et riionnjnir do votre 
iiuiu.* Enfin, le prevot d'Einsilhehn et marechnl dc cetlo coiiimisrion de juges, sc leva, 

, et s’adrossant'au bourreau, lui dit : * Failespclou la justice,* 

“ Tous les jugesmonyirent A clieval ainsi qu* Hermann il’Epfingon. Au milieu dVux 
marchait Pierre de Hagenbach, entre deux prAtres. C’etait pendant la nuit. Des tor- 
el icsexclairaient la marche ; une fou'e immense se pressaitnutour do ce trisio cortego. 
La condaninA s’entretenait avee son r onfesseiir il’iin air pieux et rcciieilli, mair. furrno ; 
se rccomniftndant nussi aux ]infcrc'ft d • toua ceux qui IV'ntouraicnt. Arrive ibvin? imo 
*Tpi'«irie devant la porto dcla ville, il montafur l*cclialfaud d’un pas assure ; pu:a elf vant 
la voix : — * - » 

“ ‘Jo n*al pas ueur do la morl^lit-'-l ; ‘encore que je ni^rattendisse pas de cetto 
sorto, mais bien rf's arnies iLla main : cpio jo plains j'est lout Ic sang quo Ic inicn feni 
couler, Mon.seijjneur no laissera point ce jour FanS^vcngoanco pour moi. ,.J-j i !0 w'- 
grettc ni ma vie, ni niofi^orps. tJ’etijjs hoiimie— pricz ]»oiir moi.’ lls’en#Dtint encore 
’ un instant avec son cojjdSsbeur, pruricnta la lete ct revntlc coup.** — M? Dauani k, 
tom. X., p. 197. , • 

TkanslatioW. 

“ Wiicii was the detest at ion in wliicli llij« cruel governor "was bold, that nmHiind^ 
flocbcd in from all qujrlovs to be present his trial, lie heard ^lis ya-i.sou the- 

bridge ro-eclio witli'^lie tread of horses, and vi'ould ask of liis jailor respecting those 
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who were arrWInf', wliethor they bo hla or Uioso desirous of witneasiiijf 

iii.s piuiislinicnt. Moinetlmcs the jailor would answer, * these are strangers whom I 
know not.* — ' Are not they,* said tho prisoner, ‘ men meanly clad, tall in stiiture, and 
<»f bold mien, mounted on .short-eared hors^?* And if the Jailor answered in the 
iidirmativc, ‘ Ah these are the Swiss,* cried ITagenhacli. ‘ God, have mercy on me ! * 
and he recalled to mind all the insults and cnieltius he Imtl licapod upon them. JTe 
coiisideiild, but too late, that their alliance with the house of Austria had been his 
destruction. 

**On the 4tli of May, 1474, after being put to the torture, he was brought before his 
judges in the public square of llrisacli, at the instance of Hermann d'Eptingen, who 
governed ffr tho Archduke. His countenance was firm, as one who fears not deatli. 
Ilenfy Isolin of B&lo first spoke in tiie name of Hermann d'Eptingen, who acted for 
tho lord of the country. Ho proceeded in nearly these terms ; — * Fetor de llagenbaeh, 
knight, steward of my lord the Duke of Burgundy, and his governor In the country of 
Senitte .and TJauto Alsaco, was bound to observe the priVifoges reserved by act of oom> 
pact, but he has alike trampled under foot tho laws of God and man, and the rights 
which have been auarant cod by oath to the country. He lias caused four worshipful 
burgesses of Sennte to be put to death without trial; ho has spoiled the city of Brisacb, 
and established there judges and consuls chosen by himself ; he has broken and dis- 
persed the various communities of 'burghers and craftsmen ; he has levied imposts of 
In's own will ; contrary to every law, he has quartered upon the inhabitants soldiers of 
various countries, Lombards, French, men of Picardy and Flemings, and has encour- 
agCfTLlicm In pillage and disorder ; he has even commanded these men to butcher their 
hosts during night, ang had caused boats to be prepared to embark therein women mid 
children to bo sunk in the Rhine. Finely, should he plead the orders wliicli he IM 
received as an excuse for these cruelties, how can lie clear himself of having dishonoured 
so many women oud maidens, even those under religious vmws? ’ 

Otiicr accusations wa|p brought against him by oxaaiinatiori, and witnesses proved 
outrages committed on tire people of Mulliausen, and the merchants of Bfi^lc. 

* ‘ That ev-opy form of justice might V>o observed, an advocate was .appointed to defend 
tho accused. * MesHir<^Foter do 1 higenb^h,’ said ho, ‘ recognises no other judgo or mas- 
ter than my lord tho Dulte of Burgundy 7 whose commission lie bore and who^ orders 
he received. Ho liad no control over the orders; ]m was charge<l to execute ;^m8 duty 
was to ohoy. \Viio is ignorant of the submission due by military retainers to their lord 
and master? Can any one believe that the laudvogt of my lord tho Duke could remon- 
strate with resist him ? And has not my lord confirmed and ratified by his presence 
nil ••ictsKone in his name? If inipo.sts have been levied, it was because he had need of 
money ; to obtain it, it wa.s necessary to punish tliose who refused payment j this pro- 
ceeding iny lord the Dulie, and tli%iSmj>eror himself, when yiresent, liavc considered 
ns^xpedient. The quartering of soldiers was also in accordance with tlie orders of the 
Dime.e AVith respect to the jurisdiction of Brisach, could the landvogt permit any re- 
Ni:,tan<9f^m that quarter? To conclude. In so serious an affair, — one which touches 
the life of tUc prisoner, — can the Inst accusation be really considered a grievance ? 
Among all tlio.se who he,ar uic*. is there one man w'ho can s.ay he lias never committed 
Minihir impnidencos ? Is it not evident that b^ssire de liagcubach has only taken ad- 
the goorl-wiU of some girl.s and women, or at the worst, that liis money 
was the only restraint imposed upon them ? * 

'I’he judges sat for a loii'*' time on the tribunal. Twelve hours elapsed before the 
tei niiiiation of the trial 'ilio Knight of ll.agciibach, alwaf's calm and undaunted, 
hrnujvlit forward no other defence or oxcu'^o t^n what he I vl before ^iven when 
under the torture, viz,- — the orders and will of IjB lord, who alone was his judge, and 
wlifLalnne could demand an cxidanatUm.j At Wigth at seven in the evening, and by 
the fight of torchc.s, the judges after h.iting Aclarcd it their province to proiiouncu 
jiidginont <'>11 jhe crimes of ^whieh the landvogtwas accused, caused him to be 
before tboni, and del iverj^'their sentence condflmning him to death. He betrayed no 
emotion, and only doinaiidod as % favour, tliat We Choqld be bclica^d., Bight execu- 
tioners, of various towns, presented tlpL'inscIvcs ^ execnto*the sentence ; tlie one belong- 
to ChliMr, who was accounted the most exmert, was prfjhrred. ^ 

Befon>2oi«luctmg liim to the scaffold, the vxtee^ knifth^* Avho acted ns judges. 

1 . nnirod ti;mt de Harenbacb should be (r^raded from" Iho dignity of knight, and 

fn>m alT his hooinirs. 8'hon advanced G;is]ier Tturter, herald .c^^t he Emperor, and 
: — * Pete’’ de llagenbaeh, J deeply deplore that you have sor employed your mortal 
life, that you ^lu.st lose not only tlie dignity and honour of kiiigntUood, hut your Ufo 
^Iso. A’our jlnty wafl to render justice, ta protect the widow and orplmn, to respect 
wouicii and^PIMeus, to honour the holy pvHlsts, to oppose ev^v unjust outrage : but 
V'>n lia^c yorti'self c!omniittc<l wbat ygii ought to have opposeu in others. TTavingr 
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broken, tlioreforc, the oaths Tvhicli you h>vo sworn, and having forfeited the nohlo 
order of knighthood, t)ie knights hero present have enjoined me to deprive yon of it-s 
insignia. Not perceiving tlioiii on your person at this moment, I proclaim you unwor- 
tliy Knight of St George, in whose nam^and honour you were formerly admitted in 
the order of knighthood.* Cheu Ilermann d'Eptingeu advanced. ‘Since you arc de- 
graded from knighthood, 1 deprive you of your collar, gold chain, ring, poniard, spur, 
and gauntlet.* He then took them from him, and, striking him on tiie face, ^derl : — 
‘ Knights, and you who aspire to that honour, I trust this public punishment will serve 
ns «i! example to you, and tlnit you will live in the fear of God, nobly and valiantly, in 
accordance with the dignity of knighthood, and the hnnotir of your name.' At Inst the 
pruvost of Einsclheim, and nnii'shal of that commission of judges, arose, and a<ldrcs&ing 
himself to the executioner, — * Let justice he done.* ^ ^ 

‘‘ All the judges, along with Ileriiiann d’KpLingen, mounted on horseback; in the 
midst of them walked ]*eter de IJageuhacli between two priests. It w'as night, and tljey 
marclied by the liglit of tor<s]^s ; an immense crowd pressed uroimd ibis snd proces- 
sion. The prisoner conversed willi his confessor, witli pious, collected, and firm de- 
meanour, recommending himself to the prayers of the spectators. On arriving at a 
meadow without the gate of the town, he mounted the scatfolil with «. firm step, and, 
elevating his voice, exclaimed : — 

“‘I fear not death, I have always expected it ; not, indeed, in this mannep, but with 
arms in my hand. I regret alone the blood which mine will cause to be slicd ; my lord 
will not permit this day to pass unavenged. ' J regret neitlior my life nor body. 1 was 
a man — pray for me ! ' He conversed an instant more with his confessor, presented his 
head, and received the blow." — M. He Harantis, tom. x., p. Ih7. 

*1* f 

Note II. p. 197. Tift Hfi» 8oii. 


The parts of Germany sulijected to the opemtion of the Secret Tribunal, were cu1Ic<1, 
from the blood which it spilt, or from some other reason (Mr Pjflgrave suggests tiie ground 
tincture of the ancient banner of the district), tlic lied Westphalia, as the limits 

of that country were understood in the middle ages, which are cousidurably dillercnt 
from the present boundaries, was the prlncip^ theatre of the Yc^nne. 


Note C, p. i^75. Tiiw TnornAnouns. 

The smoothness of the Provencal dialect, partaking stroiiRly of tlie Latin, which had 
been spoken for so many ages in wlmt w'jis called for distinct ioir.s sake tlic^oinan Pro- 
vince of Gaul, and the richness and fertility of a country abounding in all tTi.at (^)iiJd de- 
light the senses and soothe tiic imagination, naturally disposed the inhnbitants to cul- 
tivate tlie art of jioetry, and to value and foster tlic genius those wlio distiiigiiishol 
tliemsclves by attaining excellence in it. Troubiftlours, that i.s, Jimhrs or ihvrittorx^ 
equivalent to the iiortlicrn term of in «i*crs, arose in every class, frinii the low'cst to^.u 
highest, and success in their art dignified men of the mcancbl rank , and added fi^h hon- 
ours to those who were born in the Patrician file of society. War and lo^, fhofl? espe- 
cially the latter, were dictated to them by the chivalry of the liiiics as the especial siib- 
jects of their verse. Swell too were the tlgsmes ot our iiurtlierii minstrels. lUit whilst the 
latter confined themselves in genpr.nl to tlioac well-known inoLrical liiKiorip.<',.iii which 
scenes of strife and comhat mingled with adventures of cnchantinent, and fables of 
giants aiKUmonstcrs subdued by valiant cIiaiupioiiB, .such as best attracted tlie cars 
the somewbat duller ar.cljnorc barbarous warriors of northern France, of llritniii, and 
of Germany — the more lively Troubadours produced poems which turned on biimaii 
passion, and on love, affection, ar® dutiful obf-crvance, with which the faithful 
knight was bound to regard the obj&t of luB^choice, and the honour and icsi eel 
with which she was bound to recompc^BC Ii> faithful services. ^ 

far it cannot be clisputeil, that^tho themes selected !>y tlic Troubadours wcio 
those on which poetry is most natiirall| exerted, and uitli rf.bo )>t*st chance of rising to 
excellence. • But it usually hap).ci^]i:f' , when any oftc of Ihc^fiiie arts js cultivated ex- 
clusively, the tas»x>f those. wflio*ractise and adrafto its imKluctioim lo‘^c.4 sight of 
nature, simplicit}^ and true taste, aiiA the artist eii^ieavours to discover, w.hile tlie 
public learn to a(nuir«,4rt^e more complicated sj'stem, iu which pedn iitrf supers- c iUs 
tlMSvdictates of natural fceHng, afid niefiphysical ingenuity i.s used inslc!id%f the more 
obvious qualificatioiis-of simplicity aiKl good sense. I'lius, with tlft uf.nnirrknf j^ppro- 
batidti ot their hea.^rfi tlic TronhuGours framed for themselvdh a speefes of p<ieiry de- 
sci-ibiiigf and inculcating a s 3 ^stclu of nicta|iliysical nflection, ns iiicoiiststcnt with i.a- 
ture as tlie minstrers talcs of magicians and monsters ; w'il.h this evil tKi society, that 
it was calculated deep^ to injure its and its morals. KvcryJ^iouliadour. or 

good Knight^ who tal>)l't}ie inaxiniR of tlidir poetical .•-chool for his rn*ie/:.f.ia bound to 
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cYiooac a lady-love, the fairest and noblesllto whom he had access, to whom he dedi- 
cated at oiioe his lyre and his sword, and who, married or single, was to be the object 
to whom his life, wor^, and notions, were ta be devoted. On tlie other hand, n lady 
thus honoured and dj^iingtiislicd was bound accepting tbo services of such a gallaiit» 
to consider him ns her Jover, and on ajl due occasions to ^nco him ns such with dis- 
tinguished marks of ))ersona1 favour. It is true that, according to the best authorities, 
the iutercourso betwixt her lover and herself was to be entirely of a Platonic eharacter, 
and the loyal swain wiis not to require,* or the chosen lady to grant, anything be^’ond 
tlic favour she might in strict modesty bestow. Even under this restriction, tlie system 
was like to make wild work with tlie domestic peace of families, since it peraiitted, or 
rather cnjwned, such familiarity betwixt the fair datne and her poetical admirer ; aud 
very^cqniiitiy human iiassions, placed in such a dangerous situation, proved too strong 
to he confined within the metaphysical bounds prescribed to them by so fantastical and 
perilous a system. The injured husbands on many occnai^s avenged themselves wMtli 
severity, and even with dreadful cruelty, on the un faith fu^adies, and the musical skill 
and cliivalrous chiiractor of the lover proved no protection to bis person. But the 
real spirit of the system was seen in this, that in the poems of (lie other Troubadours, 
by whom such cfbnts are rec<»rded, their pity is all bestowed on the hapless lovers, 
wliile, without the least allowance for just x>rovocation, the injured husband is held up 
to execration. • 

Notell, p. 27C. IIlUIl and XoULB PAULtAMKNT OP TjOVK. 

In JVovoiice, during the llonn.sliiiig time of the Troubadours, Love w’as esteemed so 
grave and formal a iiart of the busint:.ss of life, that a Parliament or High CalRNaf 
Love was appointed for deciding such q^stions. This singular tiibunal was, it may te 
supposed, conversant with m(»re of iinaginary than of real suits t but it is astonishing 
with what cold and pedantic ingenuity the Troubadours of whom it consisted set them- 
selves to plead and to doQ|dc, upon reasoning which was not less singular and able than 
out of placi!, tlie absurd qiilt^itions which tlicirown fantastic imaginations had previously 
devised. Tlicre. for example, is a reported ease of much celebrity, where a lady sitting 
in company with three flersous, who werc^cr admirers, listened to one w'itli the most 
favourablo smiles, while she presseil the hand of the second, and touched witUjiitr owu 
the foot (if the third. Jt was a <‘ase much agitatedvind keenly contested in the Parlia- 
nient of Love, which of these rivals had received the distinguishing mark of the lady's 
favour. Mueli ingenuity was wasted on Ibis aud similar eases, of which there is a col- 
lection , ill al^'urlicial form of legal proceedings, under the title of A7'ret$ U'Amotir (Ad- 
judged ^sesoftlic Court of Love), 

, - Note E,^i. 31 *1. liUE Aucnuisiioi* ok ConouNK. 

Ai*ehln\*'hop of Cologne was recognised as head of all the Free Tribunals (/ e 
thc^clmiiquH benches) in Westphalia, by^ a writ of privilege granted in by the 

Kiiipore^-linrlcs IV. WineeslauH confirmed this act by a privilege dated 1382, in which 
the Ardibj^hdfi is termed Grand Master of the Velime, or Grand Inqui^tor. Aud this 
prelate and other pricstsweie encouraged to ^xercise such office, by I’ope Botuface 
IIP, whos^cclcsiastical discipline permitted them in such eases to a.''suiuc tho right of 
Judging ii^Rlutcrs of hfc and dc.ith. 

Note F, p. 346*. Ciiarlks thk Uoi.d^ 

The following very striking passage is that in wtiich jqiilip do Commines sums up 
t le lust scene of Charles the Bold, wliose various Sr tunes ho had long watched with a 
cAik anticixiatioi'i that a eliaractcr so reikl^, anwuxiablc of such excess, must sooner 
or l.it^r lead to .a fl'agicnl rcsnlf : — “ m 

** As soon as the Count de Canipo-Basso arrivA in the Duke of Lorraiti*s army, word 
was bent him to*]cave tho caTiip iii^ucdiately, hi tlicy would not entertain, nor have 
any corimiunieatien witli.^ch tro^^tora. Upon Bii0i iiipssago he rot#'d with his party 
to a Clisileand J*ass not far off, w^cre^^e fortifici UiimselTwitli carts and otlier things as 
well us lig^co^d, in hopes that, ifrhe Duke of livguudy was— tmted, ke might haveun 
(•pportiinity w coming in for a share of the pluWer, a# lie did^ifterv^rds. Nor 
this practice.witu tii^Dukeof Lorrain the most elmcruble action mat Campo-Basso vm 
V;iiilty (ji{#but he|»re lie Iq^ the army he conspirecTwitli severai&otkci^fficers (finding it 
was impracticable to attein}»t any tiling against the Duke of Burgufl|^H person) to leave 
him just ns they enme to chargo, for at that time he suppos'd it would put the Duke 
iq^o the greatesr terror aud consternation, and if bo fled he was sure he could net 
escape aUve|fcai|MI knd order’d thirteen or4q|fl*teen sure men, 90iRO to run os soon us 
tjie GcnnnnS^ine up to charge 'em, and others to watch the Dul^ Of Burgundy, aud 
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ll» the fouti ertitoh irae.^n rnoiig!‘i contrived ; I rayseW Imvo seen two or three 
«f thOM who were employed to kill the Driko. Uaving time wcttled hiH consuirucy at 
Mve, ne nmnt over to the Duke or^Lorrain upon tbo • pproach of the German army : 
fiodingf they vould not entei'tain lii^, he retired to Gonde.’* 

*T1i 6 Qerxuan army maftsli*d forward, and *cxu a considerable body of h'rendi 
■ hone, whom the King had given leave to be prt. e.:l at vnat action. Several parties lay 
ih ambush, ^txar ofir, that if the Duke of Burgundy was routed, they might 8uri)iit»u 
' peanwon of quality, or take some considerabte booty. By this every one may sec into 
'What a deplorable condition this poor Duke had brought hiiUBelf, by his contempt of 
, flfOOd counsel. Botir At'miAn tlAin^ {Avn*rl ftvA T'ktilra n.t 


x • ' Bothr armies being joyii'd, the Duke of Burgundy’s forces having been 

^'twice beat^ before, and by consequence weak and dispirited, and 511 provided besides, 
yrere gnbatly broken and entirely defeated : Many sav’d themselves and Jot tlie 
hjat wore either taken and among *om the Duko of Burgundy himself wiis 

gall a on the spot. One Monsieur Claude of Bausmont, Captain of the Castle of Dier 
^ Xiorrain, kiU'dtbe Duke oi'Burgundy. Finding his army routed, he mouuieu u -swuu 
ondeavourlnpf to swim a little river in order to make bis escape, his horse Jell 
-with him, and overset him : The Duke cry’d out for quarter to this gentleman who was 
jmrsumg him, but he being deaf, and not hearing him, immediately »il'd and stripp’d 
.Jim, not knowing who he was, and left him naked in tlio ditch, where his bodv was 
day after the battle ; which the Duke of Borrain (to hit' eternal honour) 
•girled ‘mhgr^t pomp and magnificence in St George's Cliuroh, in tlio old town of 
nobility, in deep mourning, attending the corpse to the grave, 
fuhe following epitaph was sometime afterwards iiigr.iv’d on his tom)) : — 


•^’arolua hoti hualu Hun^nutJftf glimn •(> 

^ uHditur, HuTopa: qnt /uifuntc tiuim .* 

• 

•bW a Beal ring of hia, since his death, at Milan, witli liiswnns cut curioubly upon a 
v^rdonla tliat I have seen him often wcjir in a ribbon at his breast, which was aoM at 
) Milan for two ducats, and had been stolen from liim by a ruBeul that waited on him in 
his chamber. 1 have often seen the Dukefi^reRsM and undr^s’d in great state and 
and attended by very great persons ; but at bis dentil all this pomj) and 
{JM-lPdlleenoe ceas'd, and hia family tftis involved iu the siuno ruin with himself, and very 
Iwely as a punishment for his having deliver'd up llio Cons! able not long before, out of 
iRbasea^id avaricious principle ; but God forgive him. 1 have known him a j>o\verful 
aud honounibte Prince, in as grent esteem, and as much courteil by hfc neigliboiirs 
;.(wb^ his affoii's were in a prosperous condition), as any Prince in Europe, antbporJiaps 
;tttore ; and 1 cannot conceive what should provoke God Almmhty's displeasure sohigbly 
tAgalnstbim, unless It was his self-love and aiTogaivc, in ai>propriating all the success c/ 
Ills cuteimiaes, and all the renown he ever acquir'd, to liis own wisdom and conduct, witii- 
out attributing anything to God. Yet to speuk truth, he was master of several )^od 
:qualities : No Prince ever had a Jip'eater ambition to entertain young noblenmn^haii lie, 
nor was more careful of their education : Ilia presents and bounty werooicver profuse 
:and extiuvagant. because he gave to many, and hud a mind everybody shomd tasto of 
it. No Prince was ever more casio oracccss to liis servants and subjects. AVhilf-i I 
Was in hU service he was never cruel, but a little before hia death he np tnat 
.humour, which was an infallible sign of tlie Bbortiiess of liis life, lie was very splen- 
«lidjgiUd curious in liis dress, and in every! lung else, and indeed a little too much, lie 
pmd great honours to aX ambassadors and foreigners, and entertain’d them nobly : Ills 
.utubitioufl desire of fame was iiisatiuMe, and it was that which induced him to bo eter- 
nally in wars, moi-e than any otlier i^tivo. llo ambitiously desired to imitate the old 
KiUi • and Heroes of antiquity, whoi^uctfAiB ftill sliino iu History, and are so much 
(4i^ed of in tho world, and his courage was equal to any'l'rinco’s of his time. • 

“ But all his designs and imaginutf ns wore vain and extravagant, and turn’d after- 
wards to lib '»wii di&lioiiour and collusion, for 'ti» the conquerors and not the con- 
quer'd that purcMkse to tliemsoy/efll;ni% aoi . I can not easily domrm ii le towards wli on i O od 
Almighty showed his augef most, whetlicr towii\rd%liini who died suddenly wuliout 
liiihi or sickriessdn tji^iMd of buttle, I ir towards his subjects wlio never oiijo^- a', peaco 
his death.^l^ut .i *re coutitfually wivolved in wars, against whicli B^'yavero not able 
oaiutain thomse!'- os upon uccouiif of the civil dihscntioiis and 4 ‘rual univiosititis tliat 
arose among 'em {^nd mat wbicli^was the most insupportable was, theVc^Wfeojilo, 
to wLoui they weieinow obliged for tbeir^efence and preservation, were llie CJermans, 
who were strangers, and not loiig since their profess’d enemies. In /'ll or t, after t)u- 
Duke's deatli, there wm not a neighbouring state that wish’d them to jino.-'pcr, nor o/t#t 
Oenuatiy that defuquld 'em. And by fb^mauagenicnt of their aflisKV their undor ' 
ataoding seem'd to, be as much infatuated^as their n):.jter*s, for tiiOy 
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good couiisel, and pursued p methods as directly tended to tliolr destructiou; aiv 
they are btill in suck a condji j, that though they ha e at present some little ease aoS 
relaxation from their sorrows, yet it is with great irigcr of, a relapse^ and 'tis well t 
it liii'iis not ill the end to their utter ruin. 

** 1 aui partly of tlioi^ opinion who maintain, that Qod^gives Princes, as bain bii 
wisdom thinks fit, to puninh 'r chastise the subjects; and he disposes the affection Q 
sul>iects to Dieir Pi inces, ns lio has determin'd to raiso or depress *eiu. Just so it liSi 
plons’d him to deal willi the House of|Burgundy ; for after a long series of riches ant 
j.rospcrity, and six-and-lwouly years* peace under three Illustrious Princes, predeces 
sons to this Churles (all of *onj excelh ut persons, r' ' \)f great pruribnee and discretion) 
it pleased (iud to soud this Duke Charles, who iuvolv'd thorn in bloody wars, as wel 
winter ns s' himer, to their groat aitlictioii nnd expense, in which most of their richoa^ 
and : k)iitcbt men were eitlicr killed or utterly undone. Their misfortunes continu'c 
sncoLvsbrvei.y to the very liour of his death ; and after such a manner tbat^ at the last 
the whole strength of their country was dcstmyM, and all killM or taken prisoners wl« 
had any'/.eal or affection for the U<aise of Burgundy, ^uiid )iad power to defend tlu 
fttato and dignity of that family ; so that in a manner their losses wore equal to, if no 
overbalanc'd, their foruier prosjierity ; for as I have been those Princes heretofore pub 
f luut, ricli, and honourable, so it fared the simie with their subjects ; for 1 think I nav< 
scon and know^i the greatest part of Europe; >et I never know any province, oi 
country, Iho* porhapsof a larger f tent, so abounding in money, so extravagantly fine Ir 
furuiture for their Itorses, so bumptiious in their buildings, so profuse in their expenses 
so luxurious in their feasts and entertainments, and so prodigal iu aU respecte, as tb« 
SH]\jecirt of these P aces, in uiy time ; hut it has pleased God at one blow to 
, uiui ruin this illMstribiis hiniily. Such changes id revolutious in sUtes and kingdoms, 
I God in his providence has wrought before we Were horn, and will do again wdieu we an 
• Sn v>ur gravi"i ; h r this is a certain that the prosporiLy or adversity of Princei 

fuo wlioily at hib dinposal.** • 

COM3UJVISS, Book V, Chap, 9. 







